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DISCOURSE, &c. 



GENTLEMEN, 

If I had confultcd my competency only, for 
the ftation which your choice has conferred 
upon me, I muft without hefitation have de* 
clined the honour of being the Prefident of this 
Society ; and although I moft cheerfully ac- 
cept your invitation, with every inclination to 
afEft, as far as my abilFties extend, in pro- 
moting the laudable views of your aflbciation, 
I muft ftill retain the confcioufnefs of thofe dif- 
qualifications, which you have been pleafed tp 
overlook. 

It was lately our boaft to poflefs a Pre^ 
fident, whofe name, talents, and chara<3:er, 
would have been honourable to any inftitution ; 
it is now our misfortune to lament, that Sir 
William Jones e:^ifts, but in the affections of his 
fiiei^^ and in the eftecm, veneration, and regret 
^of all. 

I cannot, I flatter myfelf, offer a more grate*- 
ful tribute to the Society, than by mating his 
character the fubject of my firft addrefs to you j 
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and if in the delineation of it, fondnefs or affec^ 
tion for the man fhould appear blended with 
my reverence for his genius and abilities, in the 
fympathy of your feelings I Ihall find my apology. 

To define with accuracy the variety, value, 
and extent of his literary attainments, requires 
more learning than I pretend tp poflefs, and 
I am therefore to folicit your indulgence for 
an imperfect Iketch, rather than expeft your 
approbation for a complete defcription of th$ 
talents, and knowledge, of your late and la- 
mented Prefident., 

I fhall begin with mentioning his wonderful 
capacity for the acquifition of languages, which 
has never been excelled. In Greek and Romajf 
literature, his early proficiency was the fubje<3: 
of admiration and "applaufe ; and knowledge^ 
of whatever nature, once obtained by him, wa? 
lever afterwards progreffive. The more elegant 
dialects of modern Europe^ the French^ the 
Spanijh^ and the Italian^ he fpoke and wrote 
with the greateft fluency and precifion ; and 
the German and Portuguefe were familiar tp 
him. At an early period of life his application 
to Oriental literature commenced ; he ftudied 
the Hebrew with eafe and fuccefs, and many ojf 
the moft learned AJiaticks have the candour to, 
avow, that his knowledge of Arabick and Pevr 
Jian was as accurate and extenfive as thpir own : 
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he was alfd converfant in the Turkijh^ idibm, 
and the Chinefe had even attracted ^ his notice, 
fo far as to induce him to learn the radical 
charaders of that language, with a view per- 
haps to farther improvements. It was to be 
expefted, after his arrival in India^ that he 
would eagerly embrace the opportunity of 
making himfelf mailer of the Sanfcrit ; and 
the moft enlightened profeflbrs of the doctrines 
of Brahma confefs with pride, delight, and 
furprife, that his knowledge of their facred 
dialed: was moft critically corre<3: and profound* 
The Pandits y^ who were in the habit of attend* 
ing him, when I faw them after his death, at a 
public Durbar, could neither fupprefs their tears 
for his lofs, nor find terms to exprefs their ad* 
tniration at the wonderful progrefs he had made 
in their fcieiices. 

Before the expiration of his twenty-fecond 
year, he had completed his Commentaries on 
the J^oetry of the AJiatkks^ although a confider- 
able time afterwards elapfed before their publi- 
cation ; and this work, if no other monument of 
his labours exifted, would at once furnifli proofs 
of his confummate fkill in the Oriental dialers, 
of his proficiency in ihofe of Rome and Greece^ 
of tafte and erudition far beyond his years, and 
of talents and application without example. 
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But the judgement of Sir WiUiam JonCK 
was too dircerning to confider language in any 
other light than as the key of fcience, and 
he would have defpifed the teputation of tt 
mere linguift. Knowledge and truth, were the 
objed of all his ftudies, and his ambition was 
io be ufeful to mankind; with thefe views, he 
extended his refearches to all languages, nations, 
and times. 

Such were the motives that induced him to 
propofe to the Oovemment of this country, 
what he juftly denominated a work of national 
utility and importance, the compilation of a co« 
pious digeft of Hindu and Mahommedan Law» 
ftom Sanfcrit and Arabic k originals, with an o&r 
of his fervices to fuperintend the compilation, 
and with a promiie to tranflate it. He had 
forefeen, previous to his departure firoKi Europe^ 
that without the aid of fuch a work, the wife and 
benevolent intentions of the legiflatute of Great 
Britain^ in leaving, to a certain extent, the n^ 
tives of thefe provinces in pofreilion of tbdr 
own laws, could not be completely fulfilled} 
and his experience, after a £hort refidence in 
India^ confirmed what his fagacity haiA antici^ 
pated, that without principles to refer to, in a 
language familiar to the judges of the coorts^ 
adjudkatioDS: ajBD£mgft the natives vs&a& tdo 
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oltrai hi iubjeA to an uncertain and etron^eous 
expofition^ w wilful mifmterpretation of their 
laws* 

To the fupcrintendance of this work^ which 
was immediately undertaken at his fuggeftiott, 
h# afliduoufljr dfevoted thofe hours which hfe 
could fpare from his profeffional duties. Aftei: 
tracing the plan of the digell, he preftribed 
ix^ arrangement and mode of execution, and 
fel63:€d from the mod learned Hildas and 
Mditfmmeddm fit perfom for the talk of com* 
piling it$ flattered by hi^ attention, and en^ 
couraged by his applaufe, the PandiOs profe-^ 
cuted their labours with cheerful ^eal, to a 
fattafactory conclufion. The Mt^la^ee^ hive alifo 
nebrly finished their portion of the work^ but Wi! 
muft ever regret, that the promifed iranflatiottj 
M well aa the meditated preliminary dlfleHatioh) 
jiave beenfruftrated fay that decree, which fo 
e&en Inter^eptd the performance of human 
purpofe^ 

During the courfe of this compilation^ and 
fA auxiliary to it, he was led to ftudy the 
works of Menu, reputed by the Hindus \o ht 
the ^Ideft, and holiell: of legiflatures ; and find- 
ing them to comprise a fyftem of religious and 
tivll duties, and of law in all its branches, fo 
eOfflpfehenfite and minutely exadt, that it might 
be ^fifidered as the Inftitutes of Hirniu law, ht 
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prefented a tranflation of them to tjie Gorem* 
tnent of Bengal, During the fame period, 
deeming no labour exceffive or fuperfluous that 
tended, in any refpe£t, to promote the welfare 
or happinefs of mankind, he gave the public an 
Englijh verfion of the Arabic k text oftheSiRA- 
jiYAH, or Mabommedan Law of Inheritance, 
with a Commentary. He had already publifhed 
in jKnglandj a tranflation of a Tra£t on the fame 
fubjeft, by another Mabommedan Lawyer, con- 
taining, ad his own words exprefs, *' a lively 
airf elegant epitome of the law of Inheritance, 
according to Zaid." 

To thefe learned and important works, fo 
far out of the road of amufement, nothing 
could have engaged his application, but that 
defire which he ever profeflTed, of rendering his 
knowledge ufeful to his nation, and beneficial to 
the inhabitants of thefe provinces. 

Without attending to the chronological order 
of their publication, I fhall briefly recapitulate 
his other performances in AJiattck Literature, as 
far as my knowledge and recoUedlion of them 
extend. 

The vanity and petulance of Atnquetil BBf 
Perron, with his illiberal reflections on fome 
of the learned members of the Univerfity of 
Oxford^ extorted from him a letter, in the French 
language, which has been admired for accurate 
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criticifm, juft. fatire, and elegant compbfitioil. 
A regard for the literary reputation of his coun- 
try, induced him to tranflate, from a Perjian 
original into French^ the life of Nadir Shah, 
that it might not be carried out of England j with 
a refledion, that no perfon had been found in 
.the Britifli dominions capable of tranflating 
it. The ftudents of Perfian literature ,muft 
ever be grateful to him, for a grammar of 
that language, in which he has fliowii the 
poffibility of combining tafte, and elegance, 
with ' the precifion of a grammarian ; and 
every admirer of Arabick poetry, ' muft ac- 
knowledge his obligations to him, for an 
Englijh verfion of the feven celebrated poems, fo 
well known by the name of Moallakat^ from 
the diflinftion to which their excellence had 
entitled them, of being fufpended • in the 
temple oi Mecca: I fliould fcarcely think it of 
importance to mention, that he did not difdain 
the oflSce of Editor of a Sanfcrit and Perjian 
work, if it did not afford me an opportunity 
of adding, that the latter was publifhed at his 
own expence, and was fold for the benefit of 
infolvent debtors* A fimilar application was 
made of the produce of the Sirajiyah. 
.^Of his lighter produdions, the elegant 
amufements of his leifure hours, comprehend- 
ing bymn^ on the Hindu mytholpgy, poems 
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confiding chiefly of tranflatlons from th« 
Ajiatick languages, and the verfion ofSACdN^ 
TALA, an ancient Indidn drama, it would bfe 
unbecoming to fpeak in a flyle of importance 
which he did not himfelf annex to them« They 
ihow the adivity of a vigorous mind, its fetti* 
lity, its genius, and its tafte« Nor {hall I parti^ 
cularly dwell on the difcourfes addreffed to this 
Society, which we have all peruled or heard, 
or oh the other learned and interefling differta^ 
tions^ which form fo large, and valuable a pojv 
tion of the records of our Refearches ; let us 
lament, that the fpirit which dilated them 
ia to us extindt, and that the voice to which 
we liftened with improvement, and rapture^ 
will be heard by us no more. 

But I cannot pafs Over a paper, which has 
fallen into my pofTeiBon iince his demife, in 
the hand-writing of Sir William Jones him- 
felf, entitled DesiDekata, as more expla- 
natory than any thing I can fay, of the 
comprehenfive views of his enlightened mind. 
It contains, as a perufal of it will IhOw, what^ 
ever is moil curious, important, and att^inabte 
in the fciences and hidories of Indin^ Arahia^ 
China^ and T^artary \ fubjefts, Whith he had 
already moft amply difcufled in the difqui^ 
iitions which he laid before the Society* 
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DESIDERATA, 

INDIA. 

I . — The Ancient Geography of Ifldia, &c. 
from the Puranas. 

2. — ^A Botanical Defcription of Indian Plants^ 
from the Cofhas^ &c. 

3. — ^A Grammar of the Sanfcrit Language^ 
from Panini, &c. 

4. — A Dictionary of the Sanfcrit Language, 
from thirty-two original Vocabularies and 
Nirudti. 

5. — On the Ancient Mufic of the Indians. 

6. — On the Medical Subftances of India^ 
and the Indian Art of Medicine. 

7. — On the Philofophy of the Ancient In- 
dians. 

8.— ATranflation of the Veda* 
•9. — On Ancient Indian Geometry, Aftro- 
ftomy, and Algebra. 

10. — ATranflation of the Puranas. 

1 1. — A Tranflation of the Mahabbarat and 
Ramayan. 

12. — On the Indian Theatre, &c. &c, &c. 

13. — On the Indian Conftellations, with their 
Mythology, from the Puranas, 

l4.-"The Hiftory of India before the Ma* 
hdtnmedaii ccmquefl^ from the Sai>{crit'^a(h^aat 
Hiflories. 
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ARABIA* 

15. — The Hiftory of Arabia before Ma- 
hommed. 

16. — A Tranflation pf the Hamafa. 

1 7.— A Tranflation of Hariri. 

18. — A Tranflation of the Facahatul Khu-^ 
lafa. 

Of the Cafiah. 

PERSIA. 

19. — The Hiftory of Perfia from Authorities 
in Sanfcrit, Arabick, Greek, Turkifli, Perfian, 
ancient and modern. 

Firdaufi*8 Khofrau nama. 
20. — The five Poems of Nizami, tranflated in 
profe, 

A Didionary of pure Perfian, Je- 
hangire. 

CHINA. 

2 1 . — A Tranflation of the Shi-king. 
22.— The text of Can-fu-tfu verbally tranC* 
lated. • . 

TARTARY. 

23. — ^A Hiftory of the Tartar Nations, 
chiefly of the Moguls and Othmans, from the 
Turkifh and Perfian. 
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We are not authorifed to conclude, that he 
had himfelf formed a determination to complete 
the works which his genius and knowledge had 
thus iketched ; the tafk feems to require a period, 
beyond the probable duration of any human life ; 
but we, who had the happinefs to know Sit 
William Jones, who were witneffes of his inde- 
fatigable perfeverance in the purfuit of know- 
ledge, and of his ardour to accomplifh whatever 
he deemed important ; who faw the extent of 
his intelle6lual powers, his wonderful attain- 
ments in literature aiid fcience, and the faci« 
lity with which all his compofitions were made, 
cannot doubt, if it had pleafed Providence to 
protract the date of his exiftence, that he would 
have ably executed much, of what he bad fo 
extenfively planned* 

I have hitherto principally confined my 
difcourfe to the purfuits of our late Prefident 
in Oriental literature, which, from their extent^ 
might appear to have occupied all his time j 
but they neither precluded his attention to pro^ 
feffional ftudies, nor to fcience in general: 
amongft his publications in Europe^ in poJ^e 
literature, exclufive of various compofitions in 
profe and verfe, I find a tranflation of the 
fpeeches of Isjsus, with a learned comment ; 
gnd^ in law, an Effay on the L^w of Bailments ; 
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upon the fubjeft of this laft work, I cannot 
deny myfelf the gratification of quoting the ffen*^ 
timent& of a celebrated hiftorian : *^ Sir William 
*' Jones hsis given an ingenious and rational 
^ eflay on the law of Bailments* He is per- 
^* haps the only lawyer equally converfant with 
^* the year books of Wejitninjier^ the commed- 
" taries of UtPfAN, the Attic pleadings of 
*^ IsiEus, and the fentences of Arabian and 
^ Perjian Cadhis:' 

His profeffional ftudies did not commence 
before his twenty-fecond year, and I have his 
own authority for afferting, that the firft book 
of Englijb jurifprudence which he ever ftudied, 
was Fortes cue's effay in praifc of the laws 
of England. 

Of the ability and confcientious integrity* 
with which he difcharged the fun(3;ions of a 
Magiftrate, and the duties of a Judge of th« 
Supreme Court of Judicature in this fettlemcnt, 
the public voice and public regret bear ample 
and merited teftimony. The fame penetration 
which marked his fcientific refearches, diftin* 
guifhed his legal inveftigations and decifions ; 
and he deemed no inquiries burthenfomc, which 
had for their objedt fubftantial juftice under the 
rules of law. ' 

His addrefles to the jurOrs, are notlefs dit 
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tmguiihed for philanthropy, and liberality of 
fentiment, than for jufl; ^xpofitions of the law, 
perfpicuity, and elegance of diftion ; and hig 
oratory was as captivating as his arguments were 
convincing. 

In an epilogue to his commentaries on AJiatick 
poetry, he bids farewell to polite literature, 
without relinquifhing his affection for it } and 
concludes with an intimation of his intention to 
ftudy law, expreffed in a wifh, which we now 
knqw to have been prophetic. 

Mihi fit, oro, non inutilis toga. 

Nee indiferta lingua, nee turpis manus \ 

I have alre3.dy enumerated attainmenta and 
works, which, from their diverfity and e^stent, 
Jcem far beyond the capacity of the moft en- 
larged minds; but the catalogue may yet be 
augmented. To a proficiency in the languages of 
Greece^ Rome, and Asiay he added the knowledge 
of thjephilofophy of thofe countries, and of every 
thing curious and valuable that had beentavght in 
them. The doctrines of the Academy^ the Lyceum^ 
or the Portico^ were not more familiar to him 
than the tenets of the Veda^^ the myfticiim of 
tfie Sufis y or the religion of th^ ancient Perfians ; 
^d whUil wi{}^ a kindred genius(be perufed vnth 
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rapture the heroic, lyric, or moral compofitions, 
of the moft renowned poets of Greece^ Rome^ 
and Afia^ he could turn with equal delight and 
knowledge, to the fublime fpeculations, or ma- 
thematical calculations, of Barrow and New- 
ton. With them alfo, he profefled his con- 
yidlion of the truth of the Cbrijiian religion, 
and he juftly deemed it no inconfiderable ad- 
vantage, that his refearches had corroborated the, 
multiplied evidence of revelation, by confirming 
the M-^jaick account of the primitive world. We 
all recollect, and can refer to, the following fen- 
timents in his eighth anniverfary difcourfe. 

^\ Theological inquiries are no part of my 
** prefent fubje£t; but I cannot refrain from 
^* adding, that the collection of tradls, wluch 
** we call from their -^ excellence the Scriptures," 
^' contaip, independently of a divine origin, 
*' more true fublimity, more exquifite beauty, 
*^ purer morality, more important hiftory, and 
** finer ftrains both of poetry and eloquence, 
" than could be coUedled within the fame 
^* compafs from all other books, that were 
" ever eompofed in ariy age, or in any 
^' idiom. The two parts, of which the 
*^ Scriptures confift, are connei9:ed by a chain 
** of compofitions, which bear no refemblance 
♦< in form or ftyle to any that ca/j he produced 
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*' from tlie ftores of Grecian^ Indian^ Perfian^ ot 
*' even Arabian learning; the antiquity of thofe 
" compofitions no man doubtS| and the un- 
" ftrained application of them to events long fub- 
** fequent to their publication, is a folid ground 
** of belief, that they were genuine prediiStions, 
** and confequently infpired." 

There were In truth few fciences, in which 
he had not acquired confiderabk proficiency; 
in moft, his knowledge was profound. The 
theory of mufic was familiar to him j npr had 
he ncgleded to make himfelf acquainted with 
the interefting difcoveries lately made in chy- 
miftry ; and I have heard him affert, that his 
admiration of the ftrufture of the human frame, 
had induced him to attend for a feafon to a courfe 
of anatomical ledtures delivered by his friend, the 
celebrated Hunter. 

His laft and favourite purfuit, was the ftudy 
of Botany^ which he originally began under the 
confinement of a fevere and lingering diforder, 
which with moft minds, would have proved a 
difqualification from any application. It conftir 
tuted the principal amufement of his leiSfoirc 
hours. In the arrangements of Linnjeus he 
difcovered fyftem, truth, and fcience, which 
never failed to captivate and engage his atten- 
tion ; and from the proofs which b^- has 

VOL, I. c " 
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exhibited of his progrefs in Botany^ we may 
conclude that he would have extended his diC* 
Coveries in that fcience. The laft compofitioii 
which he read in this Society, was a defcription 
of fele6t Indian plants, and I hope his Executors 
will allow us to fulfil his intention of pubKfiiing 
it, as a number in our Refearches. 

It cannot be deemed ufelefs or fuperfluous 
to inquire, by what arts or method he was 
enabled to attain to a degree of knowledge 
almoft univerfal, and apparently beyond the 
powers of man, during a life little exceeding 
forty-feven years. 

The faculties of his mind, by nature vigorous, 
were improved by conftant exercife; and his 
memory, by habitual praftice, had acquired a 
capacity of retaining whatever had once been 
imprefled upon it. To an unextinguifhed ardour 
for univerfal knowledge, he joined a perfe- 
Veranc6 in the purfuit of if^ which fubdued all 
obftacles ; his ftudies began with the dawn, and 
during the intermiffions of profeffional duties, 
were continued throughout the day ; reflexion 
and meditation ftrengthened and confirmed 
what induftry and inveftigation had accumu- 
kted. It was a fixed principle with him, from 
which he never voluntarily deviated, not to be 
deterred by any difficulties that were fur* 
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mountaUei from profecuting to a fucceisfut 
lermination, what h^ had once deliberately 
Undertaken. 

^ But what appears to me more particularly to 
have enabled him to employ his talents fo muck 
to his own and the public advantage, was 
the regular allotment of his time to particular 
occupations, and a fcrupulous adherence to the 
diilribution which he had fixed ; hence, all his 
ftudies were purfued without interruption or 
(ionfufion : nor can I here omit remarking, what 
tnay probably have attraiSted your obfervation 
as well as mine, the candour and complacency 
with which he gave his attention to all perfons, 
of whatfoever quality, talents, or education j he 
juftly concluded, that curious or important in- 
formation, might be gained even from the illi- 
terate ; and wherever it was to be obtained, he 
ibught and feized it. 

Of the private and focial virtues cf our 
lamented Prefident, our hearts are the beft 
records; to you, who knew him, it cannot 
be neceflary for me to expatiate on the in- 
dependence of his integrity, his humanity, 
probity, or benevolence, which every living 
creature participated j on the afiability of his 
converfation and manners, or his modeft un- 
affuming deportment : nor need I remark, that 
he was totally free from pedantry, as well as 

c 2 
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frbtit arrogance and felf-fufficiency^ which foitte^ 
tifees accompany and difgrace the greateft abi-» 
lities; his prefence was the delight of every 
Ibciety, which his converfation exhikf ated ^nd 
improved ; and the public have i!kot only tof 
lament the lofs of his talents and abilities^ but 
that of his example. 

To him, as the founder of our Inftitutiouy 
and whilft he lived, its firmeft fupport, our 
reverence is more particularly due j inftruftedy 
animated, and encouraged by him, genius wasr 
called forth into exertion, and modeft merit 
was excited to diftinguifh itfelf. Anxious for 
the reputation of the Society, he was indefatiga-^ 
ble in his own endeavours to promote it, whilft 
he cheerfully aflifted thofe of others. In lofmg 
him, we have not only been deprived of our 
brighteft ornament, but of a guide ind patron^ 
on whofe inftrudtions, judgment, and candour^ 
we could implicitly rely. 

But it will, I truft, be long, very long, before' 
the remembrance of his virtues, bis genius, and 
abilities, lofe that influence over the members of 
this Society^ which his living example had 
maintained ; and if previous to his demife he 
had beeii afke^i, by what pofthumou« honours? 
or attentions we could beft fhow our refpedt 
for his memory ? I may venture to aflert he 
u^ould have replied, *' By exerting yourfelve* 
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^^ to fupport the credit of the Society ;'* applying 
to it, perhaps, the dying wifh of father Paul, 
^- efto perpetua !" 

In this wifh we muft all concur^ aiicj with it, 
J pjofe f^f^ addre/s to you^ 
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SIR WILLIAM JONES. 



A DISCOURSE ON THE INSTITUTION OF A 

SOCIETY, 

FOR INQUIRING INTO THE , 

HISTORY, CIVIL AND NATURAL, THE ANTI2UITIES, ARi:S, 
SCIENCES, AND LITERATURE, OF 

ASIA: 

BY THE PRESIDENT. 



GENTLEMEN, 

When I was at fea laft Auguft, on my voyage 
to this country, which I had long ^nd ardently 
defired to vifit, I found one evening, on in-^ 
fpeding the obfervations of the day, that India 
lay before us, and Perfia on our left, whilft 2^ 
breeze from Arabia blew nearly on our ftern, 
A fituation fopleafing in itfelf, and to me fo new, 
could not fail to awaken a train of refledions in 
9. mihd^ which had early been accuilomed to 
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2 THE PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

contemplate with delight the eventful hiftorJes 
and agreeable fi£lions of this eaftcrn world. It 
gave me inexpreffible pleafure to find myfelf in 
the midft of fo noble an amphitheatre, almoft 
encircled by the vaft regions of AJia^ which has 
ever been efteemed the nurfe of fciences, the in- 
ventrefs of delightful and ufeful arts, the fcene 
of glorious aftions, fertile in the productions 
of human genius, abounding in natural wonders, 
and infinitely diverfified in the forms of religion 
and government, in the laws, manners, cufloms, 
and languages, as well as in the features and 
complexions, of men. I could not help remark- 
ing, how important and extenfive a field was 
yet unexplored, and how many folid advantages 
unimproved ; and when I confidered, with pain^ 
that, in this fluctuating, imperfe6l, and limited 
condition of life, fuch inquiries and improve- 
ments could only be made by the united efforts 
of many, who are not eafily brought, without 
fome prefling induqement or ftrong impulfe, to 
converge in a common point, I confoled Aiyfelf 
with a hope, founded on opinions v^^ich it 
might have the appearance of flattery to mention, 
that, if in any country or community, fuch an 
union could be effected, it was among my coun« 
trymen in Bengal^ with fome of whom I already 
had, and with moft was dcfirous of having, the 
pleafure of being intimately acquainted. 
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You have realized that hope, gentlemen, and 
even anticipated a declaration of ijiy wiflies, 
by your alacrity in laying the' foundation of a 
fociety for inquiring into the hiftory and an- 
tiquities, the natural produ£tions, arts, fciences, 
and literature of AJia. I may confidently foretel, 
that an inftitution fo likely to afford entertain- 
ment, and convey knowledge, to mankind, will 
advance to maturity by flow, yet certain, de- 
grees; as the Royal Society, which at firft was 
only a meeting of a few literary friends at Oxjmri^ 
rofe gradually to that fplendid zenith, at which a 
Halley was their fecretary, and a Newton thei|? 
prefident^ 

Although it is my humble opinion, that, in 
order to enfure our fuccefs and permanence, 
we muft keep a middle courfe between a languid 
remiflhefs, and an over zealous activity, and that 
the tree, which you have aufpicioufly planted^ 
will produce fairer bloflbms, and more exquifite 
fruit, if it be not at firft expofed to too great a 
glare of funfliine, yet I take the liberty of fub- 
mitting to your confideration a few general ideas 
on the plan of our fociety ; afluring you, that, 
whether you rejc£t or approve them, your cor- 
jredion will give me both pleafure and inftruc- 
tion, as your flattering attentions have already 
conferred on me the higheft honour. 

It is your defign, I conceive, to take an ample 
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fpace for your learned inveftigatlons^ bounding 
- them only by the geographical limits of AJia ; 
fo that, confidering Hindujian as a centre, and 
turning your eyes in idea to the North, you 
have on your right, many important kingdoms 
in the Eaftern peninfula^ the ancient' and won- 
derful empire of China with all her Tartarian 
dependencies, and that of Japan^ with the clufter 
of precious iflands, in which many fingular cu- 
rioiities have too long been concealed : befwe 
you lies that prodigious chain of mountains^ 
which formerly perhaps were a barrier againft 
the violence of the fea, and beyond them the 
very interefting country of Tibet^ and the vaft 
regions of Tartary^ from which, as from the 
Trojan horfe of the poets, have iflued fo many 
confummate warriors, whofe domain has ex«* 
tended at lead from the banks of the Ilijfus to 
the mouths of the Ganges: on your left arc the 
beautiful and celebrated provinces of Iran or 
Ferjia, the unmeafured, and perhaps unmcafur-^ 
able deferts of Jirabia^ and the once flouriihing 
kingdom of Temen^ with the pleafant ifles that 
the Arabs have fubdued or colonized; and farther 
weftward, the AJiatick dominions of the Turkijh 
fultans, whofe moon feems approaching rapidly 
to its wane. — By this great circumference, the 
field of your ufefinl refearches will be inclofed ; 
^but, fince Egypt had unqueftipnably an old con-^. 
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ne£tion with this country, if not withC^m^,fince 
the language and literature of the Ahypnians 
bear a manifeft affinity to . thofe of Jfiay fincc 
the Arabian arms prevailed along the African 
coaft of the Mediterranean^ and even ereded a 
powerful dynafty on the continent of Europe^ 
you may not be difpl.eafed occafiohally to follow 
the ftreams of Ajiatick learning a little beyond 
its natural boundary ; and, if it be neceflary or 
convenient, that a fliort name or epithet be given 
to our fociety, in order to diftinguifh it in the 
W^orld, that of Ajiatick appears both claffical afad 
proper, whether we confider the pkce or the 
obje£t of the inftitution, and preferable to Ori^ 
entalj which is in truth a word merely relative^ 
and, though eomtnonly ufed in Europe^ con? 
veys no very diftinft idea. 
. If now it be alked, what are the intended ob- 
jedts of our inquiries within thefe fpacious limits, 
we anfwer, MAN and NATURE; whatever 
is performed by, the one, or produced by thd 
other. Human knowledge has been elegantly 
analyfed according to the three great faculties of 
the mind, memory yreafan, and imagination^ which 
we conftantly find employed in arranging and re-? 
taining, comparing and diftinguifhing, combining 
and diverfifying, the ideas, which we receive 
tibrough our feiifesi or acquire by refledioa 5 
i^encethe three main brianches of learning are 
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bijtory^ fciencey and art: the firft comprehends 
either an account of natural productions, or the 
genuine records of empires and dates ; the fe^ 
cond embraces the whole circle of pure and mix-^ 
cd mathematicks, together with ethicks and law, 
as far as x\\tj depend on the reafoning faculty j 
and the third includes all the beauties of imagery 
and the charms of invention, difplayed in modu-* 
lated language, or reprefented by colour, figure, 
or found. 

Agreeably to this analyfis, you will inveftigatc 
whatever is rare in the ftupendous fabrick of na-? 
ture, will correft the geography of Afia by new 
obfervations and difcoveries j will trace the an-, 
nals, and even traditions, of thofe nations, who 
from time to time have peopled or defolated it ; 
and will bring to light their various forms of 
government, with their infiitutions civil and re- 
ligious; you will examine their improvements 
and methods in arithmetick and geometry, in 
trigdnometry, menfuration, mechanicks, opticks, 
aftronomy, and general phylicks ; their fyftems 
of morality, grammar, rhetorick, and dialec- 
tick; their ftill in chirurgery and medicine, 
and their advancement, whatever it niay be, 
in anatomy and chymiftry. To this you 
will add refearches into their agriculture, 
manufadures, trade; and, whilft you inquire 
with pleafure into their mufick, architci^ure. 
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jpaintihgy and poetry, will not neglect thofe in-- 
fctior arts, by which the coihforts and even ele* 
gances of focial life aj:e fupplied or improved* 
You may obferve, that I have omitted their lan- 
guages, the divei*fity and diflSculty of which are 
a fad obftacle to the pr6grefs of ufeful know- 
ledge ; but I haVe ever confidered languages as 
the meircf inftruments of real learning, and think 
them improperly confounded with learning 
itfelf 1 the attainment of thetti is, however, in-» 
difpenfably neceflary ; and if to the Perjian^ 
j^rmenian, Turkijb^ and Arabicky could be added 
not only the Sanfcfity the treafures of which we 
may now hope tb fee unlocked, but even the 
CbinefCy Tartarian^ Japanefe^ and the various 
infular diale£ks, ati immenfe mine Would then 
be open^ in which we might labour with equal 
delight and advantage. 

Having fubmitted to you thefe imperfe(5l 
thoughts on the limits and obje^s of our future 
focietyj I requeft your permiffion to add a few 
hints on the conduSl of it in its prefent imma- 
ture ftate. 

LuciAN begins one of his fatirical pieces 
againft hiftorians, with declaring that the only 
true propofition in his work was, that it fliould 
contain nothing true ; and perhaps it may be ad-^ 
Viiable at firft, in order to prevent aiiy difference 
of fcntiment on particular points not irtimediately 
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before us, to eilablifh but, one rule, namely, to 
have no rules at all; This only I mean, that, 
in the infancy of any fodety, there ought to be? 
no confinement, no trouble, no expenfe, no un- 
fteccflary formality. Let us, If you plcafe, for 
the prefent, have weekly evening meetings in 
this hall, for the purpofe of hearing original 
papers read on fuch fubjedd, as fall within thcf 
circle of our inquiries. Let all curious and 
learned men be invited to fend their trafts to 
cur fecretary, for which they ought immediately 
to receive our thanks; and if, towards the end 
uf each year, we fhould be fupplied with a 
fufficiency of valuable materials to fill a volume^ 
let us prefent our AJiatick mifcetkny to the lite^^ 
*ary world, who have.derived fo much pleafure 
arid information from the agreeable work of 
Kcempfer^ than which we can fcarce propofe a 
Better model, that they will accept with eager- 
ncfs any frefli entertainment of the fame kind* 
You will not perhaps be difpofed to admit mere 
tranflations of confiderable length, except of fuch 
unpublifhed eflays or treatifes as may be tranf- 
mitted to us by native authors; but, whether 
you will enrol as members any number of learn- 
ed natives, you will hereafter decide, with ipany 
other queftions as they happen to arife; and you 
will think, I prefume, that all queftions fhould 
be decided on a ballot, by a majority of two 
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thirds, and that nine members fhould be re- 
quifite to conftitute a board for fuch decifions* 
Thefe* points, howeybr, and all others I fubmit 
entirely, gentlemen, to youi; determination, hav- 
ing neither wifh nor pretenfion to claim any 
more than my fmgle right of fufFrage. One 
thing only, as eflential to your dignity, I re- 
commend with earneftnefs, on no account to 
admit a new member, who has not expreffed a 
voluntary delire to become fo ; and in that cafe^ 
you will not require, I fuppofe, any other qua* 
lification than a love of knowledge, and a zeal 
for the promotion of it. 

Your inftitution, I am perfuaded, will ripen of 
itfelf, and your meetings will be amply fup- 
plied with interefting and amufmg papers, as 
foon as the objefl: of your inquiries fhall be 
generally known. There are, it may not be de-» 
licate to name them, but there are many, from 
whofe important ftudies I cannot but conceive 
high e:q>edations ; and, as far as mere labour 
will avail, I fmcerely promife, that, if in my 
allotted fphere of jurifprudence, or in any intel- 
ledual excurfion, that I may have leifure to 
make, I ihould be fo fortunate as to colled:, by 
accident, either fruits or flowers, which may 
feem valuable or plcafmg, I fhall oflFer my humble 
Nezr to your fociety with as much refpeftful zeal 
as to thegreateft potentate on earth. 
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THE SECOND . 
ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED S4 FEBRUARY, 178», 
THE PRESIDENT. 



feENTLEMENi 

If the Deity p( the Hindus^ by whoift all ih^it 
juft requefts are believed to be granted with fin- 
gular indulgence, had propofed laft year to gra- 
tify my warmeft wifhes, I could have defired 
nothing more ardently than the fuccefs of your 
inftitution ; becaufe I can defire nothing in pre-* 
ference to the general good, which your plan 
feems calculated to promote, by bringing to 
Kght maliy ufeful and interefting trafts, which, 
being too fhort for feparate publication, might 
lie many years concealed, or, perhaps, irrecover- 
ably perifli : my wifhes are accomplifhed, with- 
out an invocation to Ca'madhe'nu; and your 
Society, having already paflcd its infant ftate, 
is advancing to maturity with every mark of a 
healthy and robuft conftitution. When I refleft, 
indeed, on the variety of fubjedts, which have 
been difcuffed before you, conceraing the hif-' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SECOND ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE. 1 1 

tory, laws, manners, arts, and antiquities oiJJiay 
I am unable to decide whether my pleafure dr 
ihy furprlfe be the greater; for I will not dif- 
femble, that your progrefs has far exceeded my 
expectations; and, though we muft ferioufly 
deplore the lofs of thofe excellent men, who 
have lately departed from this Capital, yet t'here 
is a profpe£t ftill of large contributions to your 
ftock of JJiatiek learning, which, I am pef- 
fuaded, will continually increafe. My late jour- 
ney to Benares has enabled me to affure you, 
that 4nany of yoin: members, who refide at a 
'diftarice, employ a p^rt t)f their leifure in pre- 
paring additions to your archives ; and, unlefs 1 
am too fanguine, you will foon receive light frorfi 
them on feveral topicks entirely tiew in the re- 
publick of letters. 

It was |)rindpally with a defign to open 
Tourcfes of fuch information, that I long had 
ineditated an expedition up the Ganges during 
the fufpenfion of my bufm^fs ; but, although I 
^ad thie fatisfadion of vifiting two ancient feats 
of Hindu fuperftition and literature, yet, illriefs 
liavirig detained me a confiderable time in the 
wiay, it was not in my power to continue in 
them long enough to purfue my inquiries ; an^ 
i left them, as -^ne as is feigned to have left the 
^fhades, when his guide made him recoUedl the 
J^ififigbt vfirrevocabk tinie, with "a curioiity 

VOL. I. D 

Digitized by VjOQQIC 



-h 



12 THE PRESIDENT'S SECOND 

raifed to the height^ and a regret not eafy to be 
defcribed. 

Whoever travels in ^Jidj efpecially if he be 
converfant with the literature of the countries 
through which he pafles, muft naturally remaxk 
the fuperiority of European talents : the obferva- 
tion^ indeed, is at lead as old as Alexander ; 
and, though we cannot agree with the fage pre- 
ceptor of that ambitious Prince, that " the JJi' 
aticks are born to be flaves," yet the Athenian 
poet feems perfectly in the right, when he re- 
prefents Eujrope as dijovereign Princefs, and j^Jia 
as ber Handmaid: but, if the miftrefs be tran- 
fcendently majeftick, it cannot be denied that 
th& attendant has many beauties, and fome ad- 
vantages peculiar to herfelf . The ancients were 
accuftomed to pronounce panegyricks on their 
own countrymen at the expenfe of all other 
nations, with a political view, perhaps, of fti- 
mulating them by praife, and exciting them 
to ftill greater exertions i but fuch arts are here 
unneceflary; nor would they, indeed, become 
a fociety, who feek nothing but truth unadorned 
by rhetorickj and, although we muft be con- 
fcious of our fuperior advancement in all kinds 
of ufeful knowledge, yet we ought not there- 
fore to contemn the people of AJia^ from whofe 
refearches into nature^ works of art, and inven- 
tions of fancy, many valuable hints may be de- 
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rived for our own improvement and advantage. 
IF that, indeed, were not the principal objeft of 
your inftitution, little elfe could arife from it 
but the mere gratification of curiofity; and I 
ihould not receive fo much delight from the 
humble fhare^ which you have allowed me to 
take, in promoting it. 

To form an exadt parallel between the works 
and aftions of the Weftem and Eaftern worlds, 
would require a tra£t of no inconfiderable length; 
but we may decide on the whole, that reafon 
and tafte are the grand prerogatives of European 
minds, while the AJiaticks have foared to loftier 
heights in the fphere of imagination. The civil 
hiftory of their vafl empires, and of India in 
particular, muft be highly interefling to oiur 
common country; but we have a flill nearer 
interefl in knowing all former modes of rmling 
tbefe inejtimable provinces^ on the profperity of 
which fo much of our national welfare, and in* 
dividual benefit, fecms to depend. A minute 
geograpbical knowledge, not only of Bengal 
and BaboTy but, for evident reafons, of all the 
kingdoms bordering on tbem^ is clofely connected 
with an account of their many revolutions : but 
the natural productions of thefe territories, ef- 
pecially in the vegetable and mineral fy&enm^ 
are momentous objeds of refearch to an imperial^ 
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' but, which is a charaAer oF'eqaal Aighitjr, a com^ 
mercml, pebple. 

ff Botanj; miy be aefcribed by metaphor? 
tliiwh from thh Science itfelf, Ve rnay juftly 
pronounce a minute acquamt^ncr'e with pVafitSy 
\he\x clafpes, orders^ kinds^ 2ind /pedes, to be iti 
jiowerSy which can only produce fruit by an 
application of thkt knowledge to the pufpofes - 
of life, particuferly to diet^ by which difeafes may 
be avoided, and to medicine j by which^they may 
be remedied : for the improvement of "the laix 
Tiientidned art, than which norie furely can be 
ih6fe beneficial to Aikhkind^ the virtues of mi^ 
'heruls alfo 'Aoald be accurately knoWn. S(> 
Irighly ^as medical 'Ikill been prized b^ the kti'- 
ri^ni IndianSy that one of the fourteen Retna's^ 
m precious thing s, which their Gdds iare^elieve5 
to nave ^produced by churning the ocean With 
the mountain Makdaraj Was A learned pb)ficidn. 
What their old tJooks contain on thib fubjed^ 
We ought cert'^hly to difcover, ahd that without 
lofs of trrtie j left the venerable but abftrufe lan- 
guage, in which they are coftttpoied, fh'otild ceafe^ . 
to be perfedly ihteHigible, 'even to the beft edu- 
cated natives, through a want of powerfiil in- 
vitation to ftudy it. B'ERNiER, who was him- 
felf of the Faculty, mentions approved medical 
Woks in 'Sanfcrity tmd cites a few aphorifins. 
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nffMcli appear judicioua ajad rationaji ; but we 
<a^n expeft aothing fo important from the works, 
of Hindu or Mufelman phyficians, as t;hp knpwn 
ledge, which exp.erieuce mufl have given th^nj, 
of Jimple medicines- I have feen an . Indian^ 
grefcription of J?//^y-/awr, and another qff Jixty- 
JijCy ingredients ; but fuch compofitions are al\;v^ay^. 
Ijo, be fufpeded, fmce the efFe(9: of dhe ingredient 
may deftroy that pf another ; and it were better 
to. find certain accounts of ^ fingle leaf or berry^ 
than tjo b? acquainted with the m,oft elaborate 
compounds, unlefs they too have been proved 
\)Y a multitude, of fuccefsful experiments. The 
noble deobftruent oil, extra<ae4 ^^^^ the Eranda 
-put, the whole family of Bcdfams^ the incom-. 
yarable ftomachick root from Columhpy the fine 
aftringent ridiculoufly called yaj^an earth, but; 
in truth produced by the deco.dlion of au Indian 
plant, have long been ufed in AJia ; and who 
can foretel what glorious discoveries of pther oils, 
roots, and falutary juices, may be made by your 
fociety? If it be doubtful- whether the Peruvian. 
l^rk be always efficacipus in this coyntry, its 
place may, perhaps, be fupplied by fome indi- 
gerious vegetable equally antifeptick, and morq 
^on^^nial to^the climate. Whether ariy trea-r 
fifes on Agriculture have been written by ex- 
perienced natives of thefe provinces, I am not 
yet informed J but fince th^ court of Sf^ain ej^:- 
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pe£l to find ufeful remarks in an Arahick tradi 
preferved in the EfcuriaU on the cultivation of 
land in that kingdom^ we fhould inquire for 
fimilar compofitions, and examine the contents 
of fuch as we can jMrocure. 

The fublime fcience of Chymiftry, which I 
was on the point of calling divine^ muft be added, - 
as a key to the richeft treafuries of nature ; and 
it is impoflible to forefee how greatly it may im- 
prove our manufa^ureSy efpecially if it can fix 
thofe brilliant dyes, which want nothing of per- 
feSt beauty but a longer continuance of their 
fplendour; or how far it may lead to new 
methods of Jluxing and compounding metals, 
which the Indians^ as well as the Cbinefe, are 
thought to have pradlifed in higher perfedion 
than burfelves. 

In thofe elegant arts, which are called j^;^^ and 
liberal^ though of lefs general utility than the 
labours of the mechanick, it is really wonderful 
hovV much a fingle nation has excelled the wht)le 
world : I mean the ancient Greeks^ whofe Sculp-^ 
ture^ of which we have exquifite remains both 
on gems and in marble, no modern tool can 
equal i whofe ArchiteSlure we can only imitate 
at a fervile diftance, but are unable to make one 
addition to it, without deftroying its graceful 
fimplicity; whofe Poetry ftill delights us in 
youth, and amufes us at a maturer age ; and of 
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whofe Painting and Mufick we have the con- 
current relations of fo many grave authors, that 
it would be ftrange incredulity to doubt their exr 
cdlence. Painting, as an art belonging to the 
powers of the imagination, or what is common- 
ly called GeniuSj appears to be yet in its infancy 
among the people of the Eaft : but the Hindu 
fyftem of mufick has, I believe, been formed on 
truer principles than our own ; and all the ftill 
of the native compofers is direfted to the great 
objeft of their art, the natural exprejfion ofjirong 
paJftonSy to which melody^ indeed, is often facri- 
ficed : though fome of their tunes are pleafing 
even to an European ear. Nearly the fame may 
be truly afferted of the Arabian or Perjian fy- 
ftem ; and, by a correct explanation of the beft 
books on that fubje£t, much of the old Grecian 
theory may probably be recovered. 

The poetical works of the j4rais and Perjiam^ 
which differ furprifingly in their ftyle and form, 
are here pretty generally known ; and, though 
taftes, concerning which there can be no difput- 
ing, are divided in regard to their merit, yet we 
may fafely fay of them, what Abulfazl pro- 
nounces of the Mabdbbdraty that, " although 
** they abound with extravagant images and de^ 
** fcriptions, they are in the higheft degree enter- 
" taining -and inftrudlive.'^ Poets of the greateft 
genius, Pindar, -^schylus, Dante^ Pe- 
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TRAKCA, Shakespear, Spenser, havc mod 
abounded in imagea not far from the brink of 
abfurdity ; but, if their luxuriant fancies, or 
tliofe of Abulola, Firdausi, Niza'mi, were 
pruned away at the hazard of their ftrength and 
majefty, we fliould lofe many pleafures by the 
amputation. If we may form a juft opinion of 
th? Sanfcrit poetry from the ipecimens already 
exhibited, (though we can only judge perfectly 
by confulting the originals), we cannot but thirft 
for the whole work of Vya'sa, with which a, 
member of our fociety, whofe prefence deters 
me from laying more of him, will in due time 
gratify the publick. The poetry of Matbura^ 
which is ftie Parnajfian land of the Hindus^ has 
a ^ofter and lefs elevated ftrain ; but, ilnce the 
inhabitants of the diftridls near Agra^ and prin- 
cipally of the Duab, are faid to furpafs all othei^ 
Indium in eloquence, and to have compofed 
many agreeable tales and lovefongs, which are 
ilill extant, the Bbdjbd^ or vernacular idiom of 
Vkdjay in which they are written, fliould not be 
negledted. No fpecimens of genuine Oratory 
can be exped^ed from nations, among whom the 
fi?rm of government precludes even the idea of 
popular eloquence ; but the art of writing, in 
elegant and modulated periods, has been culti* 
vated in AJia. from the earlieft ages : the VedcCs^ 
as well as the diconan^ axe written in, meafured 
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pjrofe ; and the compdfitions of Isocra^Ites are 
not moT^ highly poliihed than thofc of the beft. 
jirabian and Perfian authors. 

Of the Hindu and Mufdman architecture the»> 
are yet many noble remains in Babar^ and fome 
iiji the vicinity of Malda ; nor anx I unwilling 
tp. believe, that even thofc ruins, of which you 
will, I truit, be prefented with ^orred deiiaea* 
tions, may furnifli our own architefts with tiew 
ideas of beauty an,d fublimity. 

Permit me now to add a few; words on tha 
Sciences^ properly fo named ; in which it muft 
be admitt^d^ that the yfjiaticks^ if compared 
with our \Yeftern nations, are rnere children. 
One of the moil fagacious men in this age, who 
continues, I hope, to improve and adorn it, 
Samuel Johnson, remarked in my hearings 
that, ** if Newton had flouriflied in ancient 
" Greece^ he would have been worihipped as a 
** divinity :" how zealoufly then would he be 
adored in Hindufian^ if his incomparable writ- 
ings could be read and comprehended by the 
Pandits of Cajbinir or Benares ! I have feen a 
mathematical book in Sanfcrit of the higheft 
antiquity; but foojti perceived from the diar 
grams, that it contained only fimpie elements : 
there may, indeed, have been, in the favourably 
atmofphere. of Ajia^ fome. diligent obfervers of 
tl\e celeftia) bodies, and fuch obfexvations, as are 
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recorded, Ihould indifputably be made publick ; 
but let us not expert any new methods^ or the 
analyiis of new curves^ from the geometricians 
of Iran, Turkijian, or India. Could the works 
of Archimedes, the Newton of Sicily^ be 
reftored to their genuine purity by the help of 
j4rabick verfions, we might then have reafon to 
triumph on the fuccefs of our fcientifical inqui- 
ries ; or could the fucceffive improvements and 
various rules of Algebra be traced through Ara^ 
hian channels, to which Cardan boafted that 
he had accefs, the modern Hiftory of Matbema-' 
ticks would receive confidcrable illuftration. 

The Jurifprudence of the Hindus and MufeU 
mans will produce more immediate advantage ; 
and, if fome ftandard law-traSts were accurately 
tranflated from the Sanfcrit and Arabick^ we 
might hope in time to fee fo complete a Digeft 
of Indian Laws, that all difputes among the na- 
tives might be decided without uncertainty^ which 
is in truth a difgrace, though fatirically called a 
glory ^ to th€ forenfick fcience. 

All thefe objeds of inquiry muft appear to 
you, Gentlemen, in fo ftrong a light, that bare 
intimations of them will be fufficient ; nor is it 
ncceflary to make ufe of emulation as an incentive 
to an ardent purfuit of them : yet I cannot for- 
bear, expreffing a wifh, that the activity of the* 
French in the fame purfuits may not be fuperior 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE. 21 

to ours, and that the refearches of .M. Bon- 
ner at, whom the court of Ferfailles emiplojcd 
for feven years in thefe climates, merely to 
colledt fuch materials as we are feeking, may 
kindle, inftead of abating, our own curiofity 
and zeal. If you affent, as I flatter myfelf you 
do, to thefe opinions, you will alfo concur in 
promoting the objeS of them ; and a few ideas 
having prefented themfelves to my mind, I pre- 
fume to lay them before you, with an entife 
fubmiflion to your judgement. 

No contributions, except thofe of the literary 
kind, will be requifite for the fupport of the fo- 
ciety ; but, if each of us were occafionally to 
contribute a fuccindl defcription of fuch manu- 
fcripts as he had perufed or infpe£ted, with their 
dates and the names of their owners, and to 
propofe for folution fuch quejtions as had occur- 
red to him concerning jljiatick Art, Science, and 
Hiftory, natural or civil, we fhould pofTefs with- 
out labour, and almofl by imperceptible degrees, 
a fuller catalogue of Oriental books, than has 
hitherto been exhibited, and our correfpondents 
would be apprifed of thofe points, to which we 
chiefly diredi our invefl:igations. Much may, 
I am confident, be expected from the communi- 
cations of learned natives^ whether lawyers, phy- 
^cians, or private fcholars, who would eagerly, 
en the firft invitation, fend us their Mekdmdt 
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and Rifdlahs on a variety of fubjedis ; fame for 
the fake of advancing general knowledge, but 
19x0ft of them from a defire, neither uncommon 
uor unreafonable, of attracting notice, and re- 
comtnending themfelves to favour, AVith a 
ifiew to avail ourfelves of this difpofition, and. 
to bring their latent fcience ui^der our infpe£lion, 
it n;i^ht be advifable to print and circulate a 
fliort memorial, in Perjian and Hindis fetting 
fprth, iijL a ftyle accommodated to their, own ha- 
bits and prejudices^ the defign of our i^ilitution; 
txQx would it be impoflible hereafter, to giv^ a 
medal annually, with infcriptions in Perjian on 
c;>ne fide, and on the reverfe in Sanfcrit^ as the, 
prize of merit, to the writer of the beft eflay. oTs 
diflerta^tion. To inftruxSk others is the prefcribe4 
4uty of learned JBr^AmaifW, and, if they be men 
of fubftance, without reward ; but they w;ould 
all be flattered with an honorary m,ark of dif- 
tindlioa ; and the Mahomedans have not only 
the permifEon, but the pofitive commapdf, o£ 
their lawrgiver, tofearcbjor learmngeven in the 
remotejt parts of the globe. It were fuperfluou^ 
to fuggeft, with how much corre£tnefs and fa- 
cility their qompofitions might he tranflated fo^ 
our ufe, fin,ce their languages are i,iaw more ge- 
nera^Uy and perfedly underftood than they have; 
ever be^n by any nation of Europe. 

I have detained you, I fear, too Ipng by thi^ 
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addrefs, though it has been my endeavour to 
reconcile comprehenfivenefs with brevity : the 
fubje<3;s, which I have lightly fketehed, would 
be found, if, minutely examined, to be inexhauf- 
tible ; and, fince no limits can be fet to your re- 
fearches but the boundaries of ^Jia itfelf, I may 
not improperly conclude with wifhing for your 
fociety, what the Commentator on the Laws, 
prays for the conftitution^ of our country, that 

IT MAY BE PERPETUAL. 
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THE THIRD 

ANNIVliiRSARY DISCOURSE, 

DEUVERED 2 FEBRUARY, 178«. 

tHE PRESIDENT. 



In the former difcourfes, which I had the ho* 
nour of addreffing to you, Gentlemen, on the 
injiitution and ohjeSls of our Society, I confined 
myfelf purpofely to general topicksj giving in 
the firft a diftant profpe£t of the vaft career, on 
which we were entering, and, in the fecond, ex- 
hibiting a more difFufe, but ftill fupcrfidal, 
iketch of the various difcoveries in Hiftory, 
Science, and Art, which we might juftly expe<Si 
from our Inquiries into the literature of AJia. 
I now propofe to fill up that outline fo com- 
prehenfively as to omit nothing eflential, yet fo 
concifely as to avoid being tedious ; and, if the 
ftate of my health fhall fuffer me to continue 
long enough in this climate, it is my defign, 
with your permifSon, to prepare for our annual 
meetings a feries of fhort diflertations, uncon- 
neded in their titles and fubjeSs, but all tending 
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to a common point of no fmall importance in 
the purfuit of intereftiog truths. 

Of all the works, which have been publiflied 
in our own age, or, perhaps, in any other, on 
the Hiftory of the Ancient World, and thejirji 
population of this habitable globe^ that of Mr. 
Jacob Bryant, whom I name with reverence 
and afFe<3:ion, has the beft claim to the praife of 
deep erudition ingenioufly applied, and new 
theories happily illuftrated by an affemblage of 
numberlefs converging rays from a moft exten- 
five circumference : it falls,-neverthelels, as every 
human work mull fall, fhprt of perfedion ; and 
the leaft fatisfa£tory part of it feems to be that, 
which relates to the xlerivation of words from 
AJiatick languages. Etymology has, no doubt, 
fome ufe in hiftorical refearchcs ; but it is a me- 
dium of proof fo very fallacious, that, where it 
elucidates one fa£t, it obfcures a thoufand, and 
more frequently borders on the ridiculous, than 
leads to any folid conclufion : it rarely carries 
with it any internal power of conviction irQxd a 
refemblance of founds or limilarity of letters; 
yet often, where it is wholly unaffifled by thofe 
advantages, it may be indifputably proved by 
extrin/ick evidence. We know^ a pojieriori^ that 
hothjitz and hijo^ by the nature of two feveral 
diale<3:s, are derived £rom Jilius-^ that uncle comes 
from avus, divAJiranger from extra i that jowr 
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IS (feffucible, tlirbugti'the 'Italian^ from dies ; Wd 
rojfignol from lufcinia^ or \htjing^r in groves i 
ihzLtfciurOyecureuily znA/quirrel are compounded 
of two Gre€k words defcriptive of the 'animal ; 
which etymologies, though they could nbt have 
been demoiiftrated a priori^ might ferve to con- 
firm, if any fuch 'confirmation were neceflary^ 
the proofs of a connection httween the mem- 
bers of one great Empire ; but, when we derive 
bur bangeTy or ^ri pendent fwo'rdy from the 
'Perfian, becatrfe ignorant travellers thus mis- 
§j^e\\ tbe word khdrijur^ Which in truth means 
k different weapon, or Jandal-Wood from the 
Greeks becaufe we ftippofe, that fandjah were 
fofnetirries made of It, we gam no ground in 
proving the affinity of nations, and only weaken 
ir^fn^nts, which might otherwife be firinly 
fuppcorted. That Cu'-s then, or, as it cdrtaitily 
5s written in one 'ancient dialed, 'Gu'^r, and in 
t>thers, probably, Ca's, enters into the com- 
pofition of inahy proper names, we may very 
rejafonably believe ; and that Algezirds takes its 
name from the Arabick word for an ijland/c2ixi'- 
not be doubted; but, when we are told from 
"Europey that places and provinces in India wete 
clearly denominated from thofe words, we' can- 
not but obferve, in the firft inftance, that th% 
town, in which we now are laflembled, is pro- 
perly written and prdnonnced Calicdfa; that 



Digitized by 



Google 



01* THE HiilbU'S. ^ iii 

r both Cdta and Cut unqueAionably mfean places 
of Jlrengtb, or, in general, Siny inclofures i and 
xhzx, Gujarat is at leaft as remote from Jezirab 
in found, a^ it is in fituation. 

Another exception (and a third cobld hardly 
be difcovered by any candid criticifm) to the 
Analyjis of Ancient Mythology, is, that the method 
of reafonihg and arrangement of topicks adopted 
in that learned work aris liot quite agreeable to 
the title, but almoft wholly fyntheticali and, 
though fytitbefis may be the bettei* mode in pure 
fcience, where the principles are undeniable, yet 
it feems lefs calculated to give complete fatis- 
faction in hiflorical difquifitions, where every 
poftulatum will perhaps be refufed, and every 
definition controverted : this may feem a flight 
objedion, but the fubjed is in itfelf fo intereft- 
ing, and the full convi<^ion of all reafonable men 
fo defirable, that it may not be Joil labour to dii^ 
cufs the fame or a fimilar theory in a method 
purely analyticil, and, after beginning with fa£ts 
of general notoriety or undifputed evidence, to 
inveftigate fuch truths, as are at firft unknown 
or very imperfectly difcerned* 

The^i'^ principal nations, who have in dif- 
ferent ages divided among themfelves, as a kind 
of inheritance, the vaft continent of Afia, with 
the many iflands depending on it, are the Zrz-^ 
diam^ the Chinefe, the Tartars^ the Arabs, and 

vol.. I. E 
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the Perjians : who they feverally were, whence f 
and when they came, where they now are fet*- 
tied, and what advantage a more perfed know- 
ledge of them all may bring to our European 
world, will be flxown, I truft, in five diftind 
eiTays ; the laft of which will demonftrate the 
connexion or diverfity between them, and folve 
the great problem, whether they had any com* 
mon origin, and whether that origin was the 
fame^ which we generally afcribe to them. 

I begin with India, not becaufe I find reafon 
to believe it the true centre of population or of 
knowledge, but, becaufe it is the country, which 
we now inhabit, and from which we may beft 
furvey the regions around us; as, in popular 
language, we fpeak of the rijing fun, and of his 
progrefs through the Zodiack, although it had 
long ago been imagined, and is now demon- 
firated, that he is himfelf the centre of our pla- 
netary fyftem. Let me here premife, that, in 
all thefe inquiries concerning the hiftory of India, 
I fliall confine my rcfearches downwards to the 
Mohammedan conquefts at the beginning of the 
eleventh century, but extend them upwards, as 
high a^ poffible, to the earlieft authentick records 
of the human fpecies. 

India then, on its mod enlarged fcale, in* 
which the ancients appear to have underftood it, 
comprifes an area of n^^x forty degrees on each 
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fidCt including a fpace almoft as large as all 
Europe yhcit^ divided on the weft from Perjia 
by the Arachojian mountains, limited on the eaft 
by the Cbitiefe part of the farther peninfula, con- 
fined on the north by the wilds oiXartary^ and 
extending to the fouth as far as the ifles of Java^ 
This trapezium, therefore, comprehends the ftu- 
pendous hills of Potyid or Tibety the beautiful 
valley of Cq/bmir, and all the domains of the 
old Indofcytbians, the countries of Nepal and 
Butdntj Cdmrup or A/am, together with Siam^ 
Ava, Racan, and the bordering kingdoms, as 
far as the Cbina of the Hindus or Sin of the Ara^ 
hian Geographers; not to mention the whole 
weftern peninfula with the celebrated ifland of 
Sinbala, or Lion4ike men, at its fouthern ex- 
tremity. By India, in (hort, I mean that whole 
extent of country, in which the primitive re- 
ligion and languages of the Hindus prevail at 
this day with more or lefs of their ancient pu- 
rity, and in which the Ndgati letters are ftill 
ufed with more or lefs deviation from their 
original form. 

The Hindus themfelves believe their own 
country, to which they give the vain epithets of 
Medbyama or Central, and Punyabbumi, or the 
Land of Virtues, to have been the portion of 
Bh ARAT^ one of nine brothers, whofe father had 
the dominion of the whole earth j and they re- 

£ 2 
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{Irjefeut the mouiitairis. of Himalaya as; lying td 
the north, and, to the weft, thofe oi Vindhya^ 
called alfo Vindian by the Greeks ^^ beyond which 
the Sindbu runs in feveral branches to the fea, 
and meets it nearly oppofite to the point of 
Dwdraca^ the celebrated feat of their Shepherd 
God : in the foutb^eaji they place the great river 
Saravatyar, by which they probably mean that 
of jiva, calhd alfo Airdvati in. part of its courfe, 
and giving perhaps its ancient name to the gulf 
oi Sahara. This domain of Bbarat they con- 
fider as the middle of the Jambudwipa, which 
the Tihetians alfo call the' Land of Zambu; and 
the appellation is extremely remarkable; for 
yambu is the Sanfcrit name of a delicate fruit 
called Jdman by the Mufelmans, and by us rq/^-. 
apple ; but the largeft and richeft fort is. named 
Amritay or Immortal; and the Mythologifts of 
Tibet apply the fame word to a celeftial tree 
bearing ambrofial fruity and adjoining to Jour 
vaft rocks, from which as many facred rivers 
derive their feveral ftreams* 

The inhabitants of this extenfive trad are de- 
fcribed by Mr. Lord with great exadnefs, and 
with a pidlurefque elegance peculiar to our an- 
cient language : *' A people, fays he, prefented 
" themfelves to mine eyes, clothed in linen gar- 
*' ments fomewha.t low defcending, of a gefture 
** and garb^ as I may fay, maidenly and well 
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''nigh effeminate, of a countenance fhy and 
*' fomewhat eftranged, yet fmiling out a glozed 
** and bafliful familiarity.? Mr. Orme, the 
Hiftorian of India, who unites an exquifite tafte 
for every fine art with an accurate knowledge of 
^Jiatick manners, obferves, in his elegant pre- 
liminary Differtation, that this ** country has 
** been inhabited from the earlieft antiquity by 
'* a people, who have no refemblance, either in 
** their figure or manners, with any of the na- 
" tions contiguous to them," and that, " although 
*> conquerors have eftabliftied themfelves at dif- 
*' ferent times in different parts of Indian yet the 
^* original inhabitants have loft very little of 
** their original chara6ler/' The ancients, in 
fad:, give a defcription of them, which our early 
travellers confirmed, and our own perfonal know- 
ledge of them nearly verifies ; as you will per- 
ceive from a paffage in the Geographical Poem 
pf DioNYSius, which the Analyft of Ancient 
Mythology h{is tr^nflated with great fpirit ; 

** To th' eaft a lovely country wide extends, 

** Ihdia, whofe borders the wide pcean bounds ( 

" On thi3 the fun, new rifing from the ni^in, 

'* Smiles pleas'd, and iheds his early orient beam. 

** Th' inhabitants are fwart, and in their locjcs 

" Betray the tints of the dark hyacinth. 

" Varicfus their fun£tions; fome the rock explore, 

f* And from the mine ejctraft the latent gold j ' ; 

f* ^omp labour at the woof with cunning iki)l| 
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/' And msmufafkuTe lineB ; ^ers fkxpt 
** And polifli iv'ry with the niceft care ; 
** Many retire to rivers (hoal, and plunge 
" To fcek the beryl flaming in its b^d, 
** Or gUtt'ring diamond. Oft the jafper's founds 
^ preen, but diaphanousj^ the topaz too 
*^ Of ray ferene and pleaCng \ laft of all 
** The lovely amethyft, in which combine 
** All the mild fliades of purple. The rich foil, 
*^ Wafh'd by a thoufand rivers, from all fides 
^* Pours on the natives wealth without control.^ 

Their fources of wealth are ftill abundant 
even after fo many revolutions and conquefts ; 
in their manufactures of cotton they ftill furpafs 
all the world; and their features have, moft 
probably, remained unaltered fince the time of 
DiONYSius; nor can we reafonably doubt, how 
degenerate and abafed fo ever the Hindus may 
now appear, that in fome early age they were 
fplendid in arts and arms, happy in government, 
wife in legiflation, and eminent in various know- 
ledge : but, fince their civil hiftory beyond the 
middle of the nineteenth century from the pre- 
fent time, is involved in a cloud of fables, we 
feem to pofTefs only four general media of fatis- 
fying our curiofity concerning it ; namely, firft, 
their Languages and Letters; fecondly, their 
Pbilofopby and Religion ; thirdly, the adtual re- 
mains of their old Sculpture and Arcbitedture ; 
and fourthly, the written memorials of their 
Sciences and Arts. 
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I. It is much to be lamented^ that neither the 
Greeks^ who attended Alexander into Indiay 
nor thofe who were long conneded with it 
under the Badirian Princes, have left us any 
means of knowing with accuracy, what verna- 
cular languages they found on their arrival in 
this Empire. The Mobammedans^ we know, 
heard the people of proper Hindufian, or India 
on a limited fcale, fpeaking a Bb4Jka^ or living 
tongue of a very (ingular conftrudion, the pureft 
dialect of which was current in the diftrids 
round Agra^ and chiefly on the poetical ground 
of Mafbura ; and this is commonly called the 
idiom of Fraja. Five words in fix, perhaps, of 
jthis language were derived from the Sanfcrit^ 
in which books of religion and fcience were com-* 
.pofedj and which appears to have been formed 
by an exquifite grammatical arrangement^ as the 
name itfelf implies, from fome unpolifhed idiom ^ 
but the bafis of the Hindujiani, particularly the 
Inflexions and regimen of verbs, diflfered as 
widely from both thofe tongues, as Arahick 
diflfers from PerJiaUy or German from Greek. 
Now the general efFeft of conqueft is to leave 
the current language of the conquered people 
unchanged, or very little altered, in its ground- 
work, but to blend with it a confiderable number 
of exotick names both for things andfor actions ; 
as it has happened in every country, that I can 
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rccolle6^, where the conquerors have not prc- 
ferved their own tongue unmixed with that of 
the natives, like the Turks in Greece, and the 
Saxons in Britain ; and this analogy might in- 
duce us to believe, that the pure Hindis whether 
of Tartarian or Chaldean origin, was primevd 
in Upper India, into which the Sanfcrit was 
introduced by conquerors from other kingdoms 
in fome very remote age ; for we cannot doubt 
that the language of the Vida^s was ufed in the 
great extent of country, which has before been 
delineated, as long as the religion of Brabmk 
has prevailed in it. v 

The Sanfcrit language, whatever be its anti- 
quity, is of a wonderful ftrufture ; more perfeft 
than the Greeks more copious than the Latin^ 
and more exquifitel)^ refined than either, yet 
bearing to both of them a ftronger aflSnity, both 
in the roots of verbs and in the forms of gram- 
mar, than could poflibly have been produced by 
accident ; fo ftrong indeed, that no philologer 
could examine them all three, without believing 
them to have fprung from fome common fource, 
which, perhaps, no longer exifts: there is a 
fimilar reafon, though not quite fo forcible, for 
^f fuppofmg that both the Gotbick and the Celtick^ 
though blended with a very different idiom, had 
the faine origin with the Sanfcrit ; and the ol4 
ferfian might be a4ded' to the fap^e family, ^f 
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this were the pkce for difcuffing apy queftion 
concerning the antiquities of Perfid. 

The characters, in which the languages o£Irff 
dia were originally written, are called Ndgart^ 
from Nagara, a city with the word Deva fome*> 
times prefixed, becaufe they are believed to have 
been taught by the Divinity himfelf, who pre-t 
fcribed the artificial order of them in a voice 
from heaven. Thefe letters, with no greater 
variation in their form by the change of ftraigh? 
lines to curves, or converfely, than th^ Cufick 
alphabet has received in its way to India^ arc 
ftill adopted in more than twenty kingdoms and 
ftates, from the borders pf Cajbgar 2ind Kboten^ 
to Rama's bridge, and from the Sindbu to the 
river of Siam; nor can I help believing, al- 
though the poliflied and elegant Devanagari 
may not be fo ancient as the monumental cha^ 
f aiiers in the caverns of Jarafandba, that the 
fquare Cbaldaick letters, in which mod Hebrew 
books are copied, were originally the fame, or 
derived from the fame prototype, both with the 
Indian and Arabian charaders: that the Pber 
tddany from which the Greek and Roman aU 
phabets were forn^ed by various changes and 
inverfions, had a fimilar origin, there can be 
Jittle doubt; and the infcriptions at Candrab^ of 
which you now poffefs a moft accurate copy, 
^fem tp be . compounded of Ndgari and Eifbiq^ 
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pick letters, which bear a clofc relation to each 
other, both in the mode of writing from the 
left hand, and in the Angular manner of con- 
nediing the vowels with the .confonants. Thefe 
Remarks may favour an opinion entertained by 
many, that all the fymbols of foundj which at 
firft, probably, were only rude outlines of the 
diflferent organs of fpeech, had a common origin: 
the fymbols of ideas^ now ufed in China and 
Japatiy and formerly, perhaps, in Egypt and 
Mexico^ are quite of a diftindt nature j but it is 
very remarkable, that the order oi founds in the 
Cbinefe grammars correfponds nearly with that 
ohferved in Tihet^ and hardly differs from that, 
which the Hindus confider as the invention of 
their Gods. 

IL Of the Iftdian Religion and Philofophy, I 
fhall here fay but little ; becaufe a full account 
of each would require a feparate volume: it will 
be fuflicient in this differtation to affume, what 
might be proved beyond controverfy, that we 
now live among the adorers of thofe very deities^ 
who were worihipped under different names in 
old Greece and Italy ^ and among the profefTorg 
of thofe philofophical tenets, which the lonick 
aod Attick writers illuftrated with all the beauties 
of their melodious language. On one hand we 
fee the trident of Neptune, the eagle of Jupi- 
ter, the fatyrs of Bacchus, the bow of Cupid, 
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and the chariot of the Sun ; on another we hear 
the cymbals of Rhea^ the fongs of the Mufes^ 
and the paftoral tales of Apollo Nomius. la 
more retired fcenes, in groves, and in feminaries 
of learning, we may perceive the Brabmans and 
the SarmaneSy mentioned by Clemens, dis- 
puting in the forms of bgickj or difcoitrfing on 
the vanity of human enjoyments, on the im- 
mortality of the foul, her emanation from the 
eternal mind, her debafement, wanderings, and 
final union with her fource. The Jix philofo- 
phical fchools, whofe principles arc explained 
in the Derfana SaJlrUy comprife all the meta* 
phyficks of the old Academy^ the Stoa^ the Ly^ 
ceum ; nor is it poffible to read the Veddntay or 
the many fine compofitions in illuftration of ity 
without believing, that Pythagoras and Pla- 
to derived theif fublime theories from the fame 
fountain with the fages of India. The Scythian 
and Hyperborean doctrines and mythology may 
alfo be traced in every part of thefe eaftem re- 
gions ; nor can we doubt, that Won or Oden, 
whofe religion, as the northern hiftorians admit» 
was introduced into Scandinavia by a foreign 
race,^was the fame with Buddh, whofe rites 
were probably imported into India nearly at. 
the fame time, though received much later by 
the Cbinefey who foften his name into FO'* 
This may be a proper place to afcertaitf an 
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important point in the Chronology of the JHi«- 
dus^ for the priefts of Buddha left in Tibet 
and China the precife epoch of his appearance, 
real or imagined, in this Empire ; and their in- 
formation, which had been preferved in writing, 
was compared by the Cbrijiian Miflionaries and 
fcholars with our own era. Couplet, De 
GuiGNEs, GiORGi, and Bailly, differ a littlQ 
in their accounts of this epoch, but that of 
Couplet feems the moft correct: on taking, how^ 
ever, the medium of the four feveral dates, we 
may fix the time of Buddha, or the ninth great 
incarnation of Vishnu, in the year, one thoufand 
znd fourteen before the birth of Christ, or two 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine year? 
agOt Now the Cdfhmirians, who boafl of his 
defcent in their kingdom, aflert that he appeared 
on earth ^bout two cexituvics ^fter Crishna 
the Indian Apollo, who. took fo decided a part 
in the war of the Mahdbbdrat ; and, if an Ety- 
jnologifl were to fyppofe, that the Athenians had 
cmbellifhpd their poetical hiflory of Panpion's 
expulfion and the xefloration of jiEgeus with 
the Jfiatick tal? of the Pa ndus and Yud* 
hishtir, neither of which words they could 
have articulated, \ f^ould not haflily deride hi§ 
conjeifture: certain it is, that Pandumandel i^ 
palled by the Greeks the country of Pa^tdion^ 
^e hs^ve^ thejr eforcj^ determined anothe]f inti?reft« 
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ing/ epochs by fixing the age of Crishna near 
the three tboufandtb year from the prefent time ; 
and, as the three firft Avatars, or defcents of 
VisHNy, relate* no lefs clearly to an Univerial 
Deluge, in which eight peifons only were faved, 
than the fourth and Jifth do to the punijbment of 
impiety and the humiliation of the proud, we may 
for the prefent affume, that the fecond, or filverf 
age of the Hindus was fubfequent to the dif- 
perfion from Babel; fo that we have only a 
dark interval of about a thpufand years, which 
were employed in the fettlement of nations, the 
foundation of ftates or empires, and the cul- 
tivation of civil fociety. The great incarnate 
Qods of this intermediate age are both named 
Ra'm A but with different epithets} one of whom 
bears a wonderful refemblance to the Indian 
Bacchus, and his wars are the fubjedt of feveral 
heroick poems. He is reprefented as a defcend*- 
cnt from Su^ry A, or the Sun, as the hulband of 
Si'ta', and the fon of a princefs named Cau'- 
SELYA : it is very remarkable, . that the Peru-^ 
vianSy whofe Incas boafted of the fame defcent, 
ftyled their greateft feftival Ramafitoa ; v^hence 
we may fuppofe, that South America was peopled 
by the fame race, who imported into the far- 
dieft parts of Afia the rites and fabulous hiftory 
of Ra MA. Thefe rites and this hiftory are ex- 
tremely curious J and, although I cannot believe 
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^ith NfiwrbN, that ancient mythology was 
nothing but hiftoricai truth in a poetical drefs^ 
nor, with Bacon, that it confifted folely of 
moral and metaphyfical allegories, nor with 
Bryant, that all the heathen divinities are 
only different attributes and reprefentations of 
the Sun or of deceafed progenitors, but conceive 
that the whole fyftem of religious fables rofe, 
like the Nile, from feveral diftinft fburces, yet I 
cannot but agree, that one great fpring and 
fountain of all idoktry in the four quarters of 
the globe was the veneration paid by men to 
the vaft body of fire, which " looks from his 
fole dominion like the God of this worl&;*' 
and another, the immoderate refpedt fhown to 
the memory of powerful or virtuous anceftors^ 
efpecially the founders of kingdoms, legiflators> 
and warriors, of whom the Sun or the Mopn 
were wildly fuppofed to be the parents*. 

III. The remains of arcbitedlure ^wAfculpture 
, in India^ which I mention here as mere monu- 
ments of antiquity, not as fpecimens of ancienj: 
art, feem to prove an early conne<9ion between 
this country and Africa: the pyramids of Egypt, 
the coloflal ftatues defcribed by Pausanias and 
others, the fphinx, and the Hermes Canisj which 
laft bears a great refcmblance to the Vardbdvatdr^ 
or the incarnation of Vishnu in the form of a 
Boar, indicate the ftyle and mythology pf th© 
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iame indefatigable workmen, who fol^med the 
vaft excavations of Cdnarab$ the various temples 
and images of Buddha, and the idols, which 
are continually dug up at Gaya^ or in its vi- 
cinity. The letters on many of thofe monu- 
ments appear, as I have before intimated, partly 
of Indian^ and partly of Abyjftfuan or EtbiopicK 
origin ; and all thefe indubitable fadts may in- 
duce no ill-grounded opinion, that Ethiopia and 
Hindujidn were peopled or colonized by the 
fame extraordinary race; in confirmation of 
which, it may be added, that the mountaineers 
of Bengal and Bahar can hardly be diftinguifh"- 
ed in fome of their features, particularly their 
lips and nofes, from the modern AbyJJinianSf 
whom the Arabs call the children of Cu'sh : and 
the ancient Hindus, according to Strabo, dif- 
fered in nothing from the Africans, but in the 
ftraitnefs and fmoothnefs of their hair, while 
that of the others was crifp or woolly ; a differ- 
ence proceeding chiefly, if not entirely, from the 
refpedive humidity or drynefs of their atmo- 
fpheres: hence the people who received tbejirji 
light of the rifingfuny according to the limited 
knowledge of the ancients, are faid by Apuleius 
to be the Arii and Ethiopians, by which he 
clearly meant certain nations of India; where 
we frequently fee figuils of Buddha witli 
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curled bair apparently deligned for a repfe^ 
fentation of it in its natural (late. 

IV. It is unfortunate, that the Silpi Sdjlra, or 
colleSlion of treatifes on Arts and ManufaSlures, 
-which muft have contained a treafurc of ufeful 
information on dying , paintings and metallurgy, 
has been fo long neglefted, that few, if any, 
traces of it are to be found ; but the labours of 
the Indian loom and needle have been univer- 
lally celebrated j zxiAjine linen is not improbably 
fuppofed to have been called Sindon, from the 
name of the river near which it was wrought in 
the higheft perfection: the people of Colchis 
were alfo famed for this manufafture, and the 
Egyptians yet more, as we learn from feveral 
paflages in fcripture, and particularly from a 
beautiful chapter in Ezekial containing the 
moil authentick delineation of ancient com- 
merce, of which Tyre had been the principd 
mart. Silk was fabricated immemorially by the 
Indians, though commonly afcribed to the peo-^ 
pie of S erica or Tanciity dunong whom probably 
the word Ser^ which the Greeks applied to the 
Jilk-worntj lignified gold ; a fenfe, which it now 
bears in Tibet. That the Hindus were in early 
ages a commercial people, we have many reafons 
to believe j and in the firft of their facred law- 
tracts, which they foj^fc^to have been revealed 



Digitized by 



Google 



ON THE HINDirS. ' « 

by Menu mariy miUian^. of years agd; wt find 
a curious paflage oh the legal int&eji of moneys, 
and the limited rate of it in different cafes* with 
an exception 'in regard to' adventures ^tfea; an 
cKception^ which the fehfe of mankind approves, 
and which commerce abfolutely r^uires, though 
it was not before the reign of Charles I. that' 
our own jurifpirudence fully admitted it in re- 
fye€t of maritime contrads. 

We are told by the Grecian writers, that the 
Indians were the wifeft of nations ; and in moral 
wifdom, they were certainly eminent: their 
Niii Sdfira^ or Syjlem of EtbickSy is yet pre- 
ferved, and the Fables of VisfHSfuSERMAN,/ 
whom we ridiculbufly call Pilpay, are the riioft 
beautiful, if not the^ mod an^^ient, colledion 
of apologues ia the world ; thtey were firft trans- 
lated from the Sanfcrity in thtjixtb century, by 
the order of Bu2£Rchdmihr, or Bright astbf 
Sunyihe chief phyfician atad ^terWardb Fezir of 
the great Anu'shireta'n, and are extant under 
various names in inore than twenty languages ; 
but their original title is Hitopadefa^ or AmicMe 
InJlruSlioni and, as the very exift^ce Of Esop, ' 
whom the Arabs believe to haVe. beeti.aji;^^)^?- 
Jiniany appears rather: doubtful^ I atn not diiia- 
dined to fupt>ofe» chat the firft niflralfaJbleSy 
which appeared ild^£i^F(^, were 0{ Indian or 
Ethiopian (mgitki '• ' 

VOL. !• F 
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The Hindus are faid to ha^e boafted of three 
JnvendonS) all of which, indeed, are admirable, 
the method of inftruding by apdogties^ thd 
decimal /cale adopted ftow by all civilized nar- 
'tion8^ and the game of Cbefs^ oil which they 
*have fome curious treadfes ; but, if their numer- 
ous works on Grammar, Logick, Rhetorick, 
Mu(ick, all which are extant and acceilible^ were 
explained in fome language generally known, 
it wouM be found, that they had yet higher pre- 
tenfions to the praife of a fertile and invehtii^e 
genius. Their lighter Poems are lively and ele*- 
gant ; their Epick, magnificent and fubliiiie in 
the higheft d^ee ; their Purdna^s comprife a 
feries of mythological Hiftories in blank verfe 
from the Creation to the fuppofed iiiicamation of 
BuDbHA; and their Vidas^ as far as We can 
judge from that compendium of them, which is 
called Upanijbat^ abound with noble fpecblations 
in metaphyficks, and fine difcourfes on the being 
and attributes of God« Their moil ancient me- 
dical book, entided Cbtreea^ is believed to be the 
work of Siv A ; for each of the divinities in their 
Triad has at leaft one /acred compofition af- 
cribed to him ; but, at to mere human woiks on 
Hijioty and Geography^ though they are faid to 
be extant in Cajbndr^ it has not been yet in my 
power to procure tfiem* What their afiratn^ 
meal and mathematical writings contain, Dnil 
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not, I tnifti remain Idftg a fecret : they ttrfe eafiljr 
procured, and their importance cahnot be doubt- 
ed. The Philofophet, vfhbft Tt^otks are faid to 
include a fyftein of the: univerfe founded on the 
{Hntiple of AUraBion arid the CeHttal pofitioh 
of the fun, is named Yavan'Ach a'ryA, becaufe 
ht had travilledi we are told, int6 Ionia : if this 
be true, he might have been one of thofe, who 
converfed with PtthaC^oras ; this at leaft is 
iindenzabie^ thA a book on aflfronomy in San^ 
fcrit bears the title of Ta^aha Jdtica^ which may 
figriify the lame SeSl ; hoi is it improbable, that 
the naifies of the planets and Zodiacal flars, 
-which the Arabs borrowed from the Greeks^ but 
which we find in the oldeft Indian records, were 
originally devifed by the fame ingenious and eri- 
terprifing race, from whom both Greece and 
India were peopled; the race, who, as Dion y- 
siu^ defcribes them. 



firft aflayed die deep. 



' And wafted merchandize to coafts unknown, 

« Thofe, who digefted firft the ftarry choir, 

* Their motiont mark'd, and calPd them by their names.' 

Of thefe curfory obfervations on the Hindus^ 
which it would require volumes to expand and 
illuftrate, this is the refult : that they had an im- 
memorial affinity with the old Perjians, Etbio^ 
fians^ and Egyptians^ the Pbenicians^ Greeks^ 
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and TufcanSj the Scythians, or GotbSy and Celts^ 
the Cbinefe^ JapanefCj and Peruvians ; whence, 
as no reafon appears for believing, that they 
were a colony from any one of thofe nations, or 
any of thofe nations from them, we may fairly 
conclude that they all proceeded from fom6 
central country, to inveftigate which will be the 
objecl of my future Difcourfes j and I have a 
fanguine hope, that your collections during the 
prefent year will bring to light many ufeful dit- 
coveries ; although the depanute for Europe of 
a very ingenious member, who firft opened the . 
ineftimable mine of Sanfcrit literature, will often 
deprive us of accurate and folid information con- 
cerning the languages and antiquities of India^ 
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THE FOURTH 
ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED 15 FEBRUARY, 1787. 

BY 

THfi PRESIDENT. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I HAD the honour laft year of opening to 
you my intentioxi, to difcourfe at our annual 
meetings on the fiv£ principal nations, who 
have peopled the continent and iflands of Afia; 
fo as to trace, by an hiftorical and philological 
analyfis, the number of ancient ftems, from 
which thofe five branches have feverally fprung, 
and the central region, from which they appear 
to have proceeded : you may, therefore, expert, 
that, having fubmitted to your confideration a few 
general remarks on the old inhabitants of India^ 
\ fho^ld now offer my fentiments on fome other 
nation, who, from a fimilarity of language^ reli^ 
gioriy arts, and manner s^ may be fuppofed to have 
had an early connedion with the Hindus ; but j 
fince we find fome Afiatick nations totally diffi- 
milar to them in all or moft of thofe particulars, 
and fince the difference will ftrike you njore 
forcibly by an immediate and cloie comparifon, 
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I dengn at prefent to give a fhort account of a 
wonderful people, who fecm in every refped fo 
ftrongly contr^fted to the original natives of this 
country, that they muft have been for ages a 
diftinA and feparate race. 

For the purpofe of thefe difcourfes, I con* 
fidered India on its largeft fcale, defcribing it as 
lying between Perjia and Cbindj Tartary and 
Java ; and, for the fame purpofe, I now apply 
the name oiArabiaj as the Arabian Geographers 
often apply it, to that extenfiv^ Peninfula, 
which the Red Sea divides from Africa^ th^ 
great Affyrian river fropi Irdn^ and of which the 
J^rytbrean Sea wafhes the bafe ; without ex* 
eluding any part of its weftem fide, which would 
be completely maritime, if no ifthmus Intervened 
betwe^ the Mediterranean^ and the Sea of 
Kolzom: that country in fhort I call Arabia^ in 
which the Arabick language and letters, or fuch 
as have a near affinity to them, have been im« 
memorially current. 

Arabia^ thus divided from India by a vafl 
ocean, or at leafl by a broad bay, could hardly 
have been conneifted in any degree with this 
country, until navigation and commerce had 
been confiderably improved : yet, as the Hindus 
juid the people of Temen were both commercial 
nations in a very early age, they were probably 
the firfl inflruments of conveying to the weftern 
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yroAd xhe gold» ivory, an4 poriUfries of India^ 
as well as the firagraistt wood» called SHwuuwa ixk 
Jrabick and ^uru in Sanjmt, which grow9 io^ 
the greateft peife^ion m Anam or CofbinebiMU 
It is poffible too^ that a part of the Arabian Ido* 
iatry might have been deriyed from the fame 
fource with that of the Hindus ; but fuch an xo^ 
tercourfe may be confidered as partial and acci«. 
dental only ; nor am I more convinced, than I 
was fifteen years ago, when I took the liberty 
to animadvert on a paflage in the Hiftory oC 
Prince KANTBMm, that the Tvrks have any 
jiift reafon for holding the coaft of Tfmen to b« 
a part of India^ and calling its inhabitants Tflhw 
Indians. 

The Arabs have never been entirely fiibdned) 
nor has any imprefiion been made on them, ex^r 
cept on their bwders ; wberci indeied, the Phe^^ 
mians, Pafianf, Etbiqpiaiff, Egyptians, andf iq 
modem times, the Otbman TartarSf have fe* 
verally acquired fettlementsj but, with theie 
e:icceptii(ms, the natives of Hejaz and Temm have 
preferved for ages the fole dominion of their 
deferts and paftures, their mountains anid fertile 
valleys ; thus, apart from the reft of mankind^ 
this eiitraordinary people have retained their 
pritnitive manners and language* features and 
charafter, as long and as remarkably as the 
Hittduf themfelTes. AH the genuine Arabs of 
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Syria wliom I knew in EuropCy thofc of Temm^ ' 
whom I faw in the ifle of Hinzudn^ whitheif 
many had come from Majkat for the purpofe of . 
trade, and thofe of HejdXy whom I have met in 
Bengal^ form a ftriking^ contrail to the Hindu 
inhabitants of thefe provinces : their eyes are 
full of vivadty, their fpeech voluble and articu-- 
late, their deportment manly and dignified, their 
apprehenfion quick, their minds always prefent 
and attentive; with a fpirit of independence 
appearing in the countenances even of the 
loweil among them. Men will always differ in 
their ideas of civilization, each meafuring it by 
the habits and prejudices of his own country ; 
but, if courtefy and urbanity, a love of poetry 
and eloquence, and the prance of exalted yir* 
tues be a jufter meafure of perfedt fociety, we 
have certain proof, that the people of Arabia^ 
both on plains and in cities, in republican and 
monarchical ftates, were eminently civilized for 
many ages before their conqueft of Perjia. 

It is deplorable, that the ancient Hiftory of 
this majeftick race fhould be as little known in 
detail before the time of Dbu Tezen^ as that of 
the Hindus before Vieramdditya y for, although 
the Vaft hlftorical work of Alnuw(ttriy and the 
Murujuldbababy or Golden Meadpuis^ of Jlma^ 
Juudk^ contain chapters on the kings of Himym'r 
Gbafan, and Hirab^ with; lifts of them and 
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iketches of thdr feveral mgnft, and although Oe<« 
nealogical Tables, from which chronology might 
be better afcertained, are prefixed to many com* 
pofidons of the old Arabian Poets^ yet mofl ma« 
nufcripts are fo incorred, and fo many contra* 
didtions are found in the befl of them, that we 
can fcarce lean upon tradition with fecurity, and 
mufl have recourfe to the fame media for invef^ 
tigating the hiftory of the Jrabs^ that I before 
adopted in regard to that of the ImUarifS ; name* 
ly, their languagCy letters and religiMy thdr an* 
cient monuments^ and the certain remains of their 
arts; on each of which heads I fhall touch very 
concifely, having premifed, that my obfervations 
will in general be confined to the flate of Arabia 
before that fmgular revolution, at the beginning 
of thefeventb century^ the efieds of which we 
feel at this day from the Pyreman mountains 
and the Danube^ to the fartheft parts of the Iti* 
dian Empire^ and even to the Eaflern lilands. 

I. For the knowledge, which any European^ 
who pleafes, may attain of the Arainan language, 
we are principally indebted to the univerfity of 
Leyden ; for, though feveral Italians have aifi* 
duoully laboured in the fame wide field, yet the 
fruit of their labours has been rendered almofi: 
ufelefs by more commodious and more accurate 
^works printed in Holland ; and, though PococK 
jeertainly accomplifhed much, and was able to 
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aconnplifh any thing, yet the Academical eafe^ 
which he enjoyed, and his theological, purfuits^ 
induced him to leave unfioiihed the yalnahl^ 
work of Maiddnij which he had prepared for 
publication ; nor, even if that rich mine of Ara-^ 
himt Philology had feen ^ light, would it have 
borne any comparifon with the fifty diflertationa 
of H^irty which the firfl Albert Schultens 
tranflated and explained, though he fent abroad 
but few of them, and has left his worthy grand*^ 
ion, from whom perhaps Maiddm alio may be 
expeded, the honour of publifhing the reft ^ 
but the palm of glory in this branch of literature 
is due to GoLius, whofe worl;s are equally pnv 
found and elegant ; fo perfpicuous in method^ 
that they may always be ^ronfulted without fa<^ 
tigue, and read without languor, yet fo abundant 
iii matter, that any man, who fhall begin with 
his noble edition of the Grammar compiled by 
his mafter Erpenius, and proceed, with the 
help of his incomparable didtionary, to fludy 
his Hiftory of Taimur by lini Arabjhdb, and 
ihall make himielf complete, mafter of t|iat fub« 
lime work, will underftand the learned Aralfick 
better than the deepeft fcholar at C(mfiantinople 
or at Mecca. The Arabick language, therefore, 
IS almoft wholly in 4)ur power ; and, as it is un^- 
qneftionably one of the moft ancient in the world, 
fo it yields to none ever fpokqn by mortals in 
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ik» namb^ of its words and the precifion of its 
phrafes ; but it is equally true and wonderful, 
that it bears not the leaft reiemblance, either in 
words or the ftrudure of them, to the Sanfcrit^ r 
or great parent of the Indian dialers ; of which 
diifimilarity I will mention two remarkable in* 
ftances: the Smjcrit^ like the Greeks Perjian^ 
and German^ delights in compounds, but, in a . 
much higher degree, and indeed to fuch excefs, 
that I could produce words of more than twenty 
fyllables, not formed ludicroufly, like that by . 
which the biiffbon in Aristophanes defqibes 
a feaft, but with perfed ferioufnefs, on the moft 
folemn occafions, and in the moft el^nj; works; 
while the Arabickj on the other hand, and all. 
its iifter dialedls, abhor the compolition of words, 
and invariably exprefs very complex ideas by 
circumlocution ; fo that, if a compound word 
be found in any genuine language of the Ara^ 
bi^M Pcpinfula, (xenmerdab for inftance, which 
occurs in the Hatadfab) it may at once be pro* . 
nounced an exotick. Again ; it is the genius , 
of the San/crit, and other languages of the fame 
ftodc, that the roots of verbs be almoft univer'*- 
fally biUteralf fo thoA^Jive and twenty hundred, 
fuch roots might be formed by th(s, composition of 
the Jifty Indian letters ; but tjie Jrabick roots 
are as univerfally triliteral^ fo that the compo* 
fition of the twenty-dgbt Ar^abian letters would 
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give near two and twenty tbaufand elements of 
the language: and this will demonfttate the fur-' 
prifing extent of it; for, although great num- 
bers of its roots are confefledly loft, and fome^ 
perhaps, were never in ufe, yet, if we fuppofe 
ten thoufand of them (without rekoning quadrU 
literals) to exift, and each of them to admit only 
five variations, one with another, in forming 
derivative nauns^ even then a perfe£t Arabick ^ 
didionary ought to contain^ty thoufand words, 
each of which may receive a multitude of 
changes by the rules of grammar. The deriva- 
tives in Sanfcrit are confiderably more numerous: 
but a farther comparifon between the two lan- 
guages is here unneceflkry ; iince, in whatever 
%ht we view them, they feem totally diftindl, 
and muft have been invented by two different 
races of men ; nor do I recollect a fmgle word 
in common between them, except Suruj^ the- 
plural of Siraj^ meaning both a lamp and the 
JuHy the Sanfcrit name of which is, in Betigal^ 
pronounced Surjai and even this refemblance 
»ay be purely accidental. We may eafily be- 
lieve with the Hindus^ that w* evenl^DRA Bim^ 
felf and bis heavenly bands^ much lefs any mortal^- 
ever comprehended in^ his mndfuch an ocean of 
words as their facred language contains^ and 
with the Arabsy that no man uninfpired was: 
«yer a cojpfiplete mafter of Arabick: in fad no 
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perfbn, I believe, now living in Europe or JlfiOi 
j:an read without ftudy an hundred couplets to- 
gether in any colle<9:ion of ancient Arabian 
poems V ^nd we are told, that the great author 
of the Kamus learned by accident from the mouth / 
of a child, in a village of Arabia^ the meaning 
of three words which he had long fought in 
vain from grammarians, and from bools^, of the 
higheft reputation. It is by approximation 
alone, that a knowledge of thefe two venerable 
languages can be acquired ; and, with moderate 
attention, enough of them both may be knowri^ 
to delight and inftru^t us in an infinite degree: 
I conclude this head with remarking, that the 
nature of the Ethiopick dialedk feems to prove 
an early eftablifliment of the Arabs in part. pJF 
Ethiopia^ from which they were afterwards ex- 
pelled, and attacked even in their own country 
by the Abyjfmans^ who had been invited over 
as auxiliaries againft the tyrant of Yemen about 
a century before the birth of Muhammed. 

Of the characters, in which the old com- 
pofitions of Arabia were written, we know but 
little ; except that the Koran originally appeared 
in thofe of Cufaby from which the moderaAra^ 
bian letters, with all their elegant variations^ 
were derived, and which unqueftioaably had a 
common origin with the Hebrew or Cbaldaick ; 
J^jOt, as to th^Himyarick letters, or thofe which 
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we fee mentioned hj the name c^ AhAuftmd^ we 
are ftill in total darkhefs ; th^ traveller Niebuhr 
having been unfortunately prevented from vi(it<»» 
ing fome ancieht mtoiiihents in Temeftj which 
are faid to have infcriptiotis on them : if thofe 
letters hear a ftrong refembldnce to thd Ndgafi^ 
and if a ftory current in India be true, that fome 
Hindu merchants heard the Sanfcrit langu^e 
fpoken in Arabia the Happy, we might be con- 
firmed in our opinion^ that an ihtercourfe foiv 
merly fubUfted between the two nations of op^ 
poiite coaftsy but fhould have no reafon to be^ 
lieve, that they fprang from the fame immediate 
Aock» The firil fyllable of Hamyar, as many 
Europeans write it» might perhaps induce an 
£tymologift to derive the Arabs of Temen from 
the great anceftor of the Indians ; but we muft 
tobferve, that Hintyar is the proper appellation of 
thofe Arabs \ and many reafons concur to prove^ 
that the word is ^nxAj Arabick: the fimilarity 
of fome proper names on the borders.of India to 
thofe 6f Arabidy as the rivet Arabius^ a place 
called ^raba, a people named Ariies or Arables^ 
and another called Sabai^ is indeed remarkable^ 
and may hereafter futnifh me with oblervations 
•f fome importance, but not at all inconfiftent 
wlith my prefent ideas. 

IL It is generally afierted, that the old rdigioa 
4>f the Arabs was eiltirely Sabian ; bitt I can 
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offer fo Iktte accurate itiformation coAcdrtiiftg 
the Sdkan faithj or even the meaning of the 
troid, that I dare not yet fpeak on the fubjed 
with confidence. This at lead is certain, that 
the people of Temen very foon fell into the com- 
mon, but fatal) errour of adoring the Sun and th« 
Firmament ; for even the third In defcent froiti 
YoKjAN, who was confequently as old as Na- 
HoR, took the furname of Aaousu ams, or Ser^ 
vcmt of the Sun\ and his family, we are affured^ 
paid particular honours to that luminary : othar 
tribes worfhipped the planets and fixed ftars; 
but the religion of the poets at leaft feems to 
have been pure Theifm ; and this we know with 
certainty, becaufe we have Arabian vcrfes of 
unfufpeded antiquity, which contain piou9 ind 
elevated fentiments on the goodnefs and juflice, 
the power and omniprefenc?, of Allah, or th& 
God. If an infcription, faid to have been found 
on mai:))le in Temen, be authentick, the ancient 
inhabitantS't)f that country preferved the religion 
of Ebek, and profeiled a belief in miracles and a 
future fiate. 

We are alfo told, that a ftrong refemblanc« 
nuy be fdund between the religions of the pagaA 
Jr^s and the Hindus ; but, though this faAj ht 
true, yet aft agreement in worfliipping the ftid 
tlid ftirs Will not prove an afUnify between tht 
two nations: ^ powers ^{ God rep^efeiated as 
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female deities, the adoration of Jtohes^ ahd tHtf 
name of the Idol Wudd, may lead U8 indeed ta 
iiifped, that fome of the Hindu fuperftitions had 
found their way into Arabia ; and though we 
have no traces in Arabian Hiftory of fuch a 
conqueror or legiflator as the great Sesac, who 
)g laid to have raifed pillars in Yemen as well as 
at the mouth of the Ganges, yet, fihce we know, 
that Sa'cya is a title, of Buddha, whom I fup- 
pofe to be Woden, fince Buddha was not a 
native of India^ and fince the age of Ses ac per- 
fectly agrees with that of Sa'cya, we may form 
a plaufible conje£ture, that they were in fafl: the 
fame pejfon, who travelled eaftward from Etbio^ 
pia^ either as a warriour or as a lawgiver, about 
a thoufand years before Christ,' and whofe rites 
we now fee extended as £u: as the country of 
Nifony or, as the Cbinefe call it, Japuen^ both 
words fignifying the Rijing Sun. Sa'cya may 
be derived from a word meaning /»ote;^, or from 
another denoting vegetable food ; fo that this 
epithet will not determine, whether he was a 
hero or a philofopher ; but the title Buddha, or 
wife^ may induce us to believe, that he was ra- 
ther a bene£id;or, than a deftroyer, of his fpe- 
cies: if his religion, however, was really in^ 
troduced into any part oi Arabia^ it: could not 
have been general in that country ; and we may 
fafely pronounce, that before ih^Mobammedau 
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revolodon^ the noble and learned jlrabs were 
Theifts, but that a ftupid idolatry prevailed 
among the lower orders of the people. 

I find no trace among them, till their emi-^ 
gration» of any Philofophy but Etbicks ; and 
even their fyftem of morale, generous- and en-^ 
larged as it feems to have been in the minds o^ 
a few illuftrious chieftains^ was on the whole 
miferably depraved for a century at leaft before 
Mohammed : the diftinguifhing virtues, which 
they boafted of inculcating ^nd praftiiing, were 
a contempt of riches and even of death ; but, in 
the age of the Seven Poets, their liberality had 
deviatejd into mad profuHon, their courage into, 
ferocity, and their patience into an obftinate 
fpirit of encountering fruitlefs dangers ; but I 
fbxbear to expatiate on the manners df the Jrabi 
in that age, becaufe the poems, entitled AlmodU 
lakM^ which have appearedin our own lan^age^ 
exhibit an exa£l: picture of their virtues and their 
vices, their wifdom and their folly; and fhow 
what may be conflantly expeded from m«n of 
qpen hearts and boiling paflions, with, tio law to 
contrd, and little religion to reftrain, them. 

IIL Few monuments of antiquity are pre- 
ierved in Jrabidy and of thofe few the beft ac- 
counts are very uncertain ; but we are affured, 
tliat infcriptions on rocks and mountains are 
ftill^ ieen in various parts of the Penitifula ; 
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which, if they are in any known language, and 
if ciorredJ: copies of them can be procured, may 
be decyphered by eafy and infallible rules. 

The firft Albert Schultens has preferved 
in his Ancient Memorials of Arabia^ the moft 
pleating of all his works, two little poems in aa 
elegiack drain, which are faid to have been found, 
about the middle of the feventh century, on fome. 
fragments of ruined edifices in Hadramut near 
Aderij and ate fuppofed to be of an indefinite, 
but very remote, agjc. It may naturally be a&- 
>.ed : In what characters were they written I 
Who decyphered them ? Why were not the ori- 
ginal letters preferved in the book, where the 
verfes ire cited ? What became of the marbles, 
which Abdurrahman^ then governor of Temen^ 
moft probably fent to the Kbalifab at Bagdad ?. 
If they be genuine, they prove the people of 
Temeri to have been * herdfmen and warriours,, 

* inhabiting a fertile and well-watered country 
^ full of game, and near a fine fea abounding 

* with fiih, under a monarchical government,- 

* and dreffed in green filk or vefts of needlework,' 
either of their own manufad;ure or imported 
from India. The meafure of thefe verfes is per* 
fe6:ly regular, and. the dialed undiftinguifliabie, 
at leaft by me, from that of Kuraijb s fo that, 
if the Arabian writers were much addiffced to 
literary impoftures, I ftiould: ftrongly fufped 
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them to be modem compofitions on the infta^ 
bility of human greatnefs, and the confequences 
of irreli^on, illuftrated by the examjple of the 
Himyarick princes ; and the fame may be fuf- 
peded of the firft poem quoted by Schultens, 
which he afcribes to an Jrab in the age of 
Solomon. 

The fuppofed houfes of the people called 
Tbamiid are alfo flill to be feen in excavations 
of rocks; and, in the time of Tabrizi the 
Grammarian, a caflle was extant in Temen^ 
which bore the name of Aladbat, an old bard 
and warriour, who firft, we are told, formed his 
army, thence called dlkbamiSy in five parts, by 
which arrangement he defeated the troops of 
^Himyar in an expedition againft Satidi. 

Of pillars erected by Sesac, after his inva* 
iion of Temen^ we find no mention in Arabian 
hiftories j and, perhaps, the ftory has no more 
foundation than another told by the Greeks and 
adopted by Newton, that the Arabs worfhipped 
Urania, and even Bacchus by name, which, 
they fay, means great in Arabick : but where 
they found fuch a word, we cannot difcover : it 
is true, that Beccab fignifies a great and tumuU 
tuous crowds and, in this ienfe, is one name of 
the facred city commonly c:aHed Meccab. 

The Cdbaby or quadrangular edifice at Mec* 
caby H indiiputably fo ancient, that its original 
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ufe, and the name of its builder, ar6 loft in a 
cloud of idle traditions. An Arab told mfe 
gravely, that it was raifed by Abraham^ who^ 
as I afTured him, was never there : others afcrib)^ 
it, with more probability, to Ismail, or one d 
his immediate defendants; but whether it was 
built as a place of divine worfhip, as a fortrefs, as 
a fepulchrej or as a monument of the treaty be- 
tween the old poflcflbrs of Arabia and the foils 
of KiDAR, antiquaries may dkputte, but ho mor^ 
tal can determine. It is thought by Relan^ 
to have been the man/im of ftme ancietA Pa^ 
triarchy and revered on that accouiA b^ Ms pqf^ 
pirity; but the room, ih which we now are af-f 
fembled, would contain the whole Arabian cdu 
fice ; and, if it were large enough for the dwelli- 
iiag-houfe of a patriarchal family, it would feenr 
iiladaj^ed to the paftoral manners of the Keda-^ 
rites : a Per^an author iafifts, that the tru6 
name of Meccab is Mabeadab^ or the Templet^ 
the Mam I but, although we may fxmle at his 
etymology, we cannot but think it probable^ 
that the Cdbab was originally deflgned for i;di- 
gious purpofes.. Three couplets are cited in an 
Arabick Hiftory of this Building, which, from 
theu: extreme fimplicity, have lefs appearance ^ 
impofture than other verfes of the fkiae kind : 
they are afcribed to Asad, a Tvbboi^ or king ^y 
fucce/Jhriy who is generally allowed to have xeiga- 
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*ed m Temen ao hundred and tweaty-eighc years 
l>efore Christ'3 births ax^d they commemorate, 
without any poetical imagery, the ihagnificenpe 
of the prince in covering the holy temple xvUb 
Jtriped clotb and fine linen^ and in making keys 
jor its gate. This temple, howeyer, the fanctity 
of which was reftored by Mohammed, had 
been ftrangely profaned 4t the time of his birth? 
when it was ufual to decorate its walls with 
poems on all fubjeds, and often on the triumphs 
of Arabian gallantry a^d the praifes of Grecian 
wine, which the merchants of Syria brought for 
fale into the deferts. 

From the waiit of materials pn the fubjeif^ of 
^r^/^;i ai^tiquity, we find it very difficult to fix 
the Gbronology of the Ifitiailitef with accuracy 
beyond the time of Aon an, from whom the 
impoftor was defceoded in the twenty^firfi de-*- 
gree; ^nd, although we have genealogies of 
Alkamah apd other Himyarick bard3 as high 
as the tbirtietb degree, or for a period of nine 
hundred years at leaft, ypt we can hardly depen4 
on them £cr far, as to eftaUiih a compji/^e chror 
QolQgical fyftem : by reafoning downwards, how-> 
ever, we ma:y afcertaih Ibme points of eonfider- 
able importance. The liniverfal tracfition of 
Tmien is, thast Yoktan, the fon of Eber, firft 
fisttled his £wnily in that country ; which fettle- 
xhent, by ^ x:omputadon admitted in Europe^ 
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muft have been above three thoufandjix hundred 
years ago, and nearly at the time, when the 
Hindus^ under the coodud of Rama, were fub- 
duing the firft inhabitants of thefe regions, and 
extending the Indian Empire from Ayodbya or 
Audb as far as the ifle of Sinbal or Sildn. Ac- 
cording to this calculation, Nuuman, king of 
Temen in the ninth generation from Eber, was 
contemporary with Joseph; and, if a verfe 
comppfed by that prince, and quoted by Abul« 
FEDA, was really jpreferved, as it might eafily 
have been, by oral tradition, it proves the great 
antiquity of the Arabian language and metre. 
This is a literal verfion of the couplet : * When 
^ thou, who art in power, condufteft affairs with 

* courtefy, thou attained the high honours of 
'^ thofe, who are moft exalted, and whofe man** 

* dates are obeyed/ We are told, that, from an 
elegant verb in this diftich, the royal poet ac- 
quired the furname of Almuddfer, or the Cour* 
teous. Now the reafons for believing this verfe 
genuine are its brevity, which made it eafy to 
be remembered, and the good fenfe comprized 
in it, which made it become proverbial; to 
which we may add, that the dialect is apparently 
old, and differs in three w^ords from the idiom 
of Hejazi the reafons for doubting are, that 
fentences and verfes of indefinite antiquity are 
fometimes afcribed by the Arabs to particular 
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perfons^ of enunence ; and they even go fo far 
as to cite a pathetick elegy of Adam himfelf on 
the death of Abel, but in very good Arahick 
and corredl meafare. Such are the doubts, 
which neceflarily muft sorife on fuch a fubjed ; 
yet. we have no need of ancient monuments or 
traditions to prove all that our analylis requires, 
namely, that the Arabs^ both of Hejdz and 
Temen^: fprang from a ftock entirely different 
from that of the Hindus^ and that their firft efta- 
blifhments in the refpedlive countries, where we 
now find them, were nearly coeval. 

I cannot finifh this article without obferving^ 
that, when the King of Denmark's miniflers in- 
ftruded the Danijb travellers to collect bijlorical 
books in Arahick^ but not to bufy themfelvea 
vilxh^xocyxnng Arabian poems, they certjunly 
were ignorant, that the only monuments of old 
Arabian Hiftory are collections of poetical pieces 
and the commentaries on them ; that all memo- 
rable tra,nfadion$ in Arabia were recorded in 
verfe ; and that more certain fads may be known 
by reading the Hamafab^ the Diwdn of Hudbail^ 
and the valuable work of Obaidullab^ than by 
turning over a hundred volumes in profe, unlefs 
indeed thofe poems are cited by the hiftoiians as 
their aujthories. 

IV. The manners of the -Ks^'i?» ^ra6^, which 
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have coQtinised, we kaow^ frcxm the time of So* 
LQMON to the prefent age» were by no meaof 
favourable to the cultivation of arts ; and, as to 
fciences^ we have no reafon to believe, that they 
were acquainted with any ; for the mere amufe^ 
ment of giving names to ftars, which were ufe* 
ful to them in their paftoral or predatory rambled 
through the deferts^ and in their obfervations on 
the weather, can hardly be confidered as a mz^ 
taial part of aftronomy. The only arts, in 
which they pretended to excellence (I excqpt 
horfemanfhip and military accomplKhmenti;) 
were poetry and rbetorick r that we have none 
of their compofitions in profe before the Karm^ 
may be afcribed, perhaps, to the little (kill, which 
they feem to have had, in writing j to their pre^ 
dil'e6:ion in favour of poetical meafure, and to 
the facility, with which verfes are committed to 
memory ; but aU their ftories prove, that they 
were eloqu^it in a high degree, and poflefled 
wonderful powers of fpeaking without prepa- 
ration in flowing and forcible periods. I have 
never been able to difcover, what was meaned 
by their books, called Rawdsm^ but iuppofe, 
that they were coUedtions rf their common, or 
cuftomary, law. Writing was fb little pra^iited 
among them, that their old poems, which aro 
now acceifible to us, may almoft be confidered 
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as onginally unwritten ; and I am incline4 to 
fchxnky that Samusl Johnson's reafoning* on 
the extreme imper&dion of unwritten lan-^ 
guages» was too general ^ fince a language, thqt 
is only ijpok^n, may neyerthelels be highly po« 
lifhed by a people, who, like the ancient Arabs^ 
make the improvement of their idion^ a Aational 
concern, appoint ibiemn aflemhiies for the pur* 
pofe of difplaying their poetical talents, and hold 
it a duty to exercife their children in getting by 
heart their moft approved compofitiqns. 

The people of Temm had poflibly more me^ 
cbamcal arts, and, perhaps, more fcience i hatf 
although their ports muft have been the emporia 
of conlideraUe commerce between Egj^ and 
India or part of Perfia^ yet we have no certaia 
proofii of their proficiency in navigadon or even 
in manufadures. That the 4r(d)s of the^ de£ert 
had mufical infiruments, and names for th6 dif« 
ferent notes, and that they were greatly delight- 
ed with melody, we know from themfelves; 
but their lutes and pipes were probably very 
limple, and theit mufick, I fufped, was little 
more than a natural and tuneful recitation of 
their elegiack verfes and love-fongs. The iin^ 
gular property of their language, in fiiunniag 
compound words, may he urged, according to 
Bacov^b idca^ as a proof, that ^ey had made 
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ixo progrefs iiLarts, * which require, fays he, a 
*. variety of combinations to exprefs the com- 
* plex notions ariling from them ;* but the fin* 
gularity may perhaps be imputed wholly to the 
genius of the language, and the tafte of thofe^ 
who fpoke it ; fince the old Germans, who knew 
no art, appear to have delighted in compound 
words, which poetry and oratory, one Would 
concdve, might require as much as any meaner 
art whatfoeven 

So great, on the whole, was the ftrength of 
parts or capacity, either natural or acquired from 
habit, for which the Arabs were ever diftinguifh-^ 
cd, that we cannot be furprized, when we fee 
that blaze of genius, which they difplayed, as far 
as their arms extended, when they burft, like 
their own dyke of Arinij through their ancient 
limits, and fpread^ like an inundation, over the 
great empire of Iran. That a race of Tdzis, or 
Courfers as the Perfians call them, * who drank 
^ the milk of camels and fed on lizards, fhould 
^ entertdn a thought of fubduing the kingdom 
^ of Feridun' was confidered by the General 
pf Yezdegird's army as the ftrongeft inftance 
of fortune's levity and mutability ; but FiR^ 
DAUsi, a complete mafter of Ajiatick manners, 
Mid fmgularly impartial, reprefents the Arabs^ 
even in die age of Fekidun, as ^difclaiming 
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* any kind of dq>endenceon that monarch9 exult* 
' ing in their liberty, delighting in eloquence, 

* ads of liberality^ and martial acluevements, 

* and thus making the whole earth, fays the poet, 

* red as wine with the blood of their foes, and 

* the air like a fcfreft of canes with their tall 

* fpears/ With fuch a charader they were 
likely to conquer any country, that they could 
invade ; and, if Alexander had invaded their 
dominions, they would unqueflionably have 
made an obftinate, and probably a fucceisful, 
refiftance* 

But I have detained you too long, gentlemen^ 
with a nation, who have ever beejn my favourites, 
and hope at our next anniverfary meeting to travel 
with you over a part of JJia^ which exhibits a 
race of men diflin£k both from the Hindus and 
from the Arabs. In the mean time it fliall be 
my care to fuperintend the publication of your 
tranfaflions, in which, if the learned in Europe 
have hot r^dfed their expe£tations too high, they 
will not, I believe, be difappointed : my own 
imperfe<3: effays I always except j but, though 
my other engagements have prevented my at- 
tendance on your fociety for the greateft part 
of laft year, and I have fet an example of that 
freedom from reftraint, without which no fo- 
ciety can flouriih, yet, as my few hoiurs of leifurc ' 
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will now be devoted to Sanfcrit literatarej I can* 
Apt but hape» though my chi^f objed be a 
knowledge of Hindu Law, tp make fome difco* - 
ray in other fciences, which I fhall impart with 
humility, and which you will, i doubt not, re-* 
ceive with indulgence. 
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ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED 21 FEBRUARY, 1788. 
THE PRESIDENT. 



At the clofe of my laft addrefs to you, Gea- 
tiemen, I declared my defign of introducing to 
your notice a people of JJia^ who feemed as dif- 
ferent in moft tefpeds from the Hindus arid 
Arahs^ as thofe two nations had been fhown to 
differ frOm each other; I meaned the people, 
whom we call Tartars^ but I enter with ex- 
treme diffidence on my prefent fiibjed, becaufe 
I have little knowledge of the Tartarian dialects;' 
and the grofs errours of European writers on 
AJiatick literature have long convinced rtic, that 
no fatisfadory account can be given of any na- 
tion, with who^fe language we are not perfedly 
acquainted. Such evidence, however, as I have 
procured by attentive reading and fcrupulous in- 
qiiiries, t will nbw lay before you, interfperfing 
ftieh *fe*aark8 as I eoidd iiot <but make on that' 
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evidence, and fubmitting the wKole to your im- 
partiaF decifion. 

Conformably to the method before adopted in 
defcribing Arabia and India, I confider Tartary 
alfo, for. the purpofe of this difcourfe, on its moft 
extenfive fcale, and requeft your attention, whilft 
I trace the largeft boundaries that are aflignable 
to it: conceive a line drawn from the mouth 
of the Oby to that of the Dnieper, and, bringing 
it back caftward acrofs the Euxine, fo as to in^ 
dude the peninfula of Krim^ extend it along the 
foot of CaucafuSj by the rivers Cur and Aras, to 
the Cajpian lake, from the oppofite fhore of 
which follow th€( courfe of the Jdibun and the 
chain of Caucafean hills as far as thofe of Imaus: 
whence continue the line beyond the Cbinefe 
wall to the White Mountain and the country of 
Tetfo; fkirting the borders of Perjia, India^ 
China, Corea^ but including part of RuJJia^ with 
all the diflri£ts which lie between the Glacial 
fea, and that of Japan. M, De Guignes, 
whofe great work on the Huns abounds more in 
folid learning than in rhetorical ornaments, pre* 
fents us, however, with a magnificent image of 
this wide region ; defcribing it as a flupendou^ 
edifice, the beams and pillars of which are many 
rax^s of lofty hills, and the dome, one pro- 
digious mountain, to which the Cbinefe give the 
epithet of Celejiiai, with a confiderable number 
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6f broad rivers flowing down its fides : if the 
tnanfion be fo amazingly fublime, the land 
around it is proportionably extended, but more 
wonderfully diverfified ; for fome parts of it are 
incrufted with ice, others parched with inflamed 
air and covered with a kind t)f lava ; here we 
meet with immenfe tracts of fandy deferts and 
forefts almofl impenetrable ; there, with gardens^ 
groves, and meadows, perfumed with mufk, 
watered by numbqrlefs rivulets, and abounding 
in fruits and flowers ; and, from eafl to weft, 
lie many conf^derahle provinces, which appear 
as valleys in comparifon of the hills towering 
above them, but in truth are the flat fummits of 
the higheft mountains in the world, or at leaft 
the highefl in AJicu Near one fourth in latitude 
of ihis extraordinary region is in the fame charm* 
ing climiate with Greece^ Italy ^ and Provence; 
and another fourth in that of England^ Ger^ 
manyy and the northern parts of France ; but 
the Hyperborean countries can have few beauties 
to recommend them, at leaft in the prefent ftatc 
of the earth^s temperature ; to the fouth, on-the 
frontiers of Iran are the beautiful vale$ of Sogbd 
with the celebrated cities of Samarkand and 
Bokhara; on thofe of Tibet are the territories of 
Cajbgbar^ Khoten^ Cbegil and Kbdtd, all famed 
for perfumes and for the beauty of th?ir in? 
haUtants ; and .on tboi^ of China lies the e.0.mir 
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try of Cblfiy anciently a powerful kingdom, which 
name, like that of KhdtUy has in modem times 
been given to the whole Cbinefe empire, where 
fuch an appellation would be thought an infult* 
We muil not omit the fine territory of Tancid^ 
which was known to the Greeks by the name of 
Serica, and confidered by them as the fartheft 
eaftem extremity of the habitable globe, 

Scytbia feems to be the general name, which 
the ancient Europeans gave to as much as they 
knew of the country thus bounded and de* 
fcribed; but, whether that word be derived, as 
Pliny feems to intimate, from Sacai^ a people 
known by a fimilar name to the Greeks and 
PerJianSy or, as Bryant imagines, from Cutbia^ 
or^ as Colonel Vallakcey believes, from, 
words denoting navigation^ or, as it might have 
been fuppofed, from a Greek root implying 
wraib and ferocity, this at lead is certain, that * 
as InMa^ CbinUy Perjidy Japan^ are not appella*^ 
tions of thofe countries in the languages of the 
nations, who inhabit them, fo neither Scytbia 
nor Tartary are names, by which the inhabit- 
ants of the country now under our confider^ 
ation have ever diftinguiihed themfelves^ Td^ 
tdrijtan is, indeed, a word ufed by the Perjians 
for the fouth-weftem part of Scytbia, where the 
mulk-deer is faid to be common ; and the qame 
Tdtar is by feme -confidered as^that of a parti-^ 
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cular tribe ; by others, as that of a fmall river 
only; while Turan^ as oppofed to Irdrij feems 
to mean the aiicient dominion of Afra'sia^b to 
the north and eaft of the Oxus. There is no- 
thing more idle than a debate concerning names, 
which after all are of little confequence, when 
our ideas are diftinft without them ; having 
given, therefore, a corredi notion of the country, 
which I propofed to examine, I fhall not fcru- 
ple to call it by the general name of Tartary ; 
though I am confcious of ufmg a term equally 
impropei; in the pronunciation and the applica- 
tion of it. 

Tartary then, which contained, according to 
Pliny, an innumerable multitude of nations y by 
whom the reft of AJia and all Europe has in 
different ages been over-run, is denominated, as 
various images have prefented themfelves to va- 
rious fancies, the great ,bive of the northern 
JwarmSy the nurfery of irrejijlible legions^ and, 
by a ftronger metaphor, the foundery cf the hu^ 
man race ; but M. B ailly, a wonderfully inge- 
nious man and a very lively writer, feems firft 
to have confidered it as the cradle of our /pedes j 
and to have fupported an opinion, that the 
whole ancient world was enlightened by fci- 
ences brought from the moft northern payts of 
Scytbiay particularly from the banks of the 
jfefiifea, or from the Hyperborean regions ; all 

VOL. !• li 
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the fables^ df old Greece, ttdy^ Perjiuj India, he 
derives from th« north j and it miift be owned, 
that he maintains his paradox with acutenefs 
and learning. Great learning and great acute- 
nefs, together with the charms of a moft engag- 
ing ftyle, were indeed neceffary to render even 
tolerable a fyftem, which places an earthly pa-^ 
radife, the gardens of Hefperus^ the iflands of 
the Macaresy the groves of Elyjium, if not of 
Eden, the heaven of Indra, the Perijian, or 
fairy-land, of the Perjian poets, with its city of 
diamonds and its country of Sbddcam^ fo named 
from Pleafure and Love, not in any climate, 
which the common fenfe of mankind confiders 
as the feat of delights^ but beyond the mouth of 
the Ohy, in the Frozen Sea, in a region equalled 
only* by that, where the wild imagination of 
Dante led him to fix the worft of criminals 
in a ftate of punifhment after death, and of 
which be could not, he fays, even think without 
Jhitering* A very curious paflage in a trad of 
PLUtARCH on the figure in the Moon's orb, 
naturally induced M, Bailly to place Ogygia 
in the north, and he concludes that ifland, as 
others have concluded rather fallacioufly, to be , 
the Atlantis of Plato, but is at a lofs to deter- 
mine, whether it Was If eland or Greenland, 
Spitzberg ox\.Ne7v Zembla: among fo many 
charms it wa* difficult, mdeed, to give a pre- 
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ference ; but our philofopher, though as much 
perplexed by an option of beauties as the fliep- 
herd oflduy feems on the whole to think Zembla 
the moft worthy of the golden fruit ; becaufe it 
IS indifputably an ifland, and lies Oppofite to a 
gulph near a continent, from which a great 
number of rivers defcend into the ocean. He 
appears equally difirefled among five nations, 
real and imaginary, to fix upon that, which the 
"Greeks named jitlantes ; and his conclufion in 
both cafes muft remind ' us of the fhowman at 
Etoriy who, having pointed out in his box all 
the crowned heads of the world, and beirlg afk-* 
efd by the fchoolboys, who looked through the 
glafs, which, was the Emperor, which the Pope> 
which the Sultan, and which the Great Mogul, 
anfwered eagerly, * which you pleafe, young 
• gentlemen, which you pleafe.' His letters, 
however, to Voitairb, in which he unfolds 
his new fyftem to his friend, whom he had not 
been able to convince, are by no means to be 
derided ; and his general propofition, that art^ 
and fciences had their fource in Tartary, dc- 
ferves a longer examination than can be givea 
to it in this difcourfe : I fhall, neverthelefs, with 
your permiflion, fliortly difcufs the queftioa 
tinder the fevcral heads, that will prefent them* 
felves in order. 
.Although we may naturally fuppofe, that the 

M 2 
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nutnberlefs communities rif Tartars, fome ttf 
whom are eftablifhed in great cities, and fonae 
encamped on plains in anlbulatory manfions, 
which they remove from pafture to pafture^ muft 
be as different in their features as in their dia-^ 
lefts, yet, among thofe who have not emigrated 
into another country and mixed with another 
nation, we may difceril a family likenefs, ef^ 
pecially in their eyes and countenance, and in 
that configuration of lineaments, which we ge- 
nerally call a Tartar face ; but, without making 
anxious inquiries, whether all the inhabitants of 
the vaft region before defcribed have limilar 
features, we may conclude from thofe, whom we 
have feen, and from the original portraits of 
Taimu'r and his defcendants, that the Tartars 
in genefal differ wholly in complexion and 
countenance from the Hindus and from the 
Arabs i an obfervation, which tends in fome 
degree to confirm the account given by modern 
Tartars themfelves of their defcent from a com- 
mon anceflor. Unhappily their lineage cannot 
be proved by authentick pedigrees pr hiflorical 
uxonuments ;. for all their writings extant, even 
thofe in the Mogul dialed, are long fubfequent 
to the time of Muhammed; nor is it poffibl? 
to diftinguifh their genuine traditions from thofe; 
of the Arabs ^ whofe religious opinionathey have 
in general adopted^ At the beginning of the 
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fourteenth century, Kbzvdjab Rashi'd, fumam- 
ed Fad'lu'll AH, a native of Kaxvtn ; compiled 
his account of the Tartars and Mongals from 
the papers of one Pu'la'd, whom the great 
grandfon of Holacu' had fent into Tdtdrijldh 
for the fole purpofe of collating hiftorical in- 
formation ; and the commiflion itfelf fhows, how 
little the Tartarian Princes really knew of their 
own origin. From this work of Rashi'd, and 
from other materials, Abu'loha'zi', King of 
Kbwdreznij compofed in the Mogul language 
his Genealogical Hijloryy which, having been 
purchafed from a merchant of Bokbdrd by fomc 
Swedijb officers, prifoners of war in Siberia^ has 
found its way into feveral European tongues : it 
contains much valuable matter, but, like all Mu- 
HAMMEDAN hiftorics, exhibits tribes or nations 
as individual fovereigns ; and, if Baron De Tott 
had not ftrangely negleded to procure a copy 
of the Tartarian hiftory, for the original of 
which he unneceflarily offered a large fum, we 
ffiould probably have found, that it begins with 
an account of the deluge taken from the Kordn^ 
and proceeds to rank TuRC, Chin, Tatarj 
and MoNGAL, among the fons of Ya'fet. The 
genuine traditional hiltory of the Tartars^ in all 
the books that I have infpeded, feems to begin 
wtthOoHuz, as that of the Hindus does with 
Ra M A : they place their miraculous Hero and 
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^Patriarch /o[^ tboufand jezxs before Chengi* 
IChan, who was born in the year 1164, and 
with whofe reign their hiflorical period com- 
mences. It is rather furprizing, that M. P ai ll y, 
who makes frequent appeals to Etymological 
arguments, has not derived Ogyges from 
Oghu'z and Atlas from Altaic or the Golden 
mountain of Tartary: the Greek termin^ations 
{might have been reje<3:ed from both words ; and 
a mere tranfpofition of letters is no difficulty 
with tin Etymologift. 

My remarks in this addrefs, gentlemen, will 
be confined to the period preceding Cheng iz 5 
and> although the learned labours of M. Ds * 
GuiGNES and the fathers Visdelou, Pema- 
ILLA, and Gaubil, who have made an incom- 
parable ufe of their Cibm^/^ literature, exhibit pro- 
bable accounts of the Tartars from a very early 
age, yet the old hiftorians oi China were not only 
foreign, but generally hoftile, to them, and for 
both thofe reafons, either through ignorance or 
malignity, may be fufpe^ed of mifreprefenting 
their tranfadtions : if they fpeak truth, the an- 
cient hiftory of the Tartars prpfents us, like 
,moft other hiflories, with a feries of aflaflina- 
tlons, plots, treafons, maffacresi, and all the na^ 
tural fruits pf felfiih ambition. I fhould have 
no. inclination to give you a iketcli of fuch |io^^- 
IQiZy eveo if tlie Qccafion called for it ) and will 
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barely obfervc, that the firft king of the Hyimnu's 
or Hunsbcg^m his reign, according to Visdelou, 
about three tbouf and jive hundred and JiMy years 
ago J not long after the time fixed in my former 
difcourfes for the firft regular eftablilhments of 
the Hindus and ^rabs in their feveral cou&trie- . 
I. Our firft inquiry, concerning the languages 
and letters of the Tartars^ prefents us with a de- 
plorable void, or with a profpeft as barren and 
dreary as that of their deferts. The Tartars, in 
general^ had no literature : (in this point all au- 
thorities appear to concur) the Turcs had no let- 
ters: the Huns, according to Procopius, had 
not even heard of them : the magnificent Chen- 
Giz, whofe Empire included an area of near 
eighty fquare degrees, could find none of his 
own MongalSj as the beft authors inform us, 
able to write his difpatches; and Tai'mu'^r, a 
favage of ftrong natural parts and paffionately 
fond of hearing hiftories read to him, could him- 
felf neither write nor read. It is true, that Ibnu 
Arabs HAH mentions a fet of characters called 
Dilberjm, which were ufed in Khdtd : < he had 

* feen them, he fays, and found them to confift 
^ of forty-one letters, a diftinft fymbol being ap- 

* propriated to each long and Ihort vowel, and 

* to each confonant hard or foft, or otherwife 

* varied in pronunciation j' but Khdtd was in 
ifouthern Tartary on the cocaines of India ; and, 
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from his defcription of the charaders there m 
ufe, we cannot but fufpedt them to have been 
thofe of Tibet y which are manifeftly Indian^ 
bearing a greater refemblance to thofe oi Ben^ 
gal than to Devandgari. The learned and elo- 
quent Arab adds, * that the Tatars of Khdtd 

* write, in the Dilberjin letters, all their tales and 

* hiftorics, their journals, poems, and mifce!- 

* lanies, their diplomas, records of ftate and juf* 

* tice,.the laws of Chengiz, their publick re- 

* gifters and their compofitions of every fpeciest' 
if this be true, the people of Kbdtd muft have 
been a poliflied and even a lettered nation ; and 
it may be true, without affefting the general 
pofition, that the Tartars were illiterate ; but 
Ibnu Arabsha'h was a profeffcd rhetorician, 
and it is impofEble to read the original paffage, 
without full convidion that his obje£t in writing 
it, was to difplay his power of words in a flow- 
ing and modulated period.. He fays further, 
that in ^aghatdi the people of Oigbiir, as he 
calls them, * have a fyftem of fourteen letters 

* only, denominated from themfelves Oigburi \ 
and thpfe are the charaders, which the Mongals 
are fuppofed by moft authors to have borrowed : 
Abu'l'ghazi' tells us only, that Chengiz em- 
ployed the natives of Eighiir as excellent pen-^ 
men ; but the Cbinefe aflert, that he was forced 
to employ them, becatife he had no writers at all 
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among his natural-born fubjefts; and we are 
aflured by many, that Kublaikha N ordered 
letters to be invented for his nation by a Tibe^ 
iian^ whom he rewarded with the dignity of 
chief Lama. The fmall number of Eighuri let- 
ters might induce us to believe, that they were 
Zend or Pablavi^ which muft have been current 
in that country, when it was governed by the 
fons of Feridu'n; and, if the alphabet afcribed 
to the Eighurians by M. Des Hautesrayes 
be corred:, we may fafely decide, that in many 
of its letters it refembles both the Zend and the 
Syriacky with a remarkable difference in the 
mode of conneding them ; but, as we can fcarce 
hope to fee a genuine fpecimen of them, our 
doubt muft remain in regard to their form and 
origin; the page, exhibited by Hyde as Kha^ 
tdyan writing, is evidently a fort of broken 
Cufick ; and the fine manufctipt at Oxford^ from 
which it was taken, is more probably a Mendean 
work on fome religious fubjed: than, as he ima^ 
gined, a code of Tartarian laws. That very 
learned man appears to have made a worfe mif- 
take in giving us for Mongal charaders a page 
of writing, which has the appearance of ^o- 
panefe^ or mutilated ChinefCy letters. 

If the Tartars in general, as we have every 
reafon to believe, had no written memorials, it 
cannot be thought wonderful, that their Ian- 
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guages^ like thofc of America^ fliould have been 
in perpetual fluftuation, and that more than fifty 
dialects, as HynE had been credibly informed, 
iliould be fpokea between Mo/cow and Cbina^ by 
the many kindred tribes or their feveral branches, 
which are enumerated by Abu'lgha'zi'. What 
thofe dialects are, and whether they really fprang 
from a common ftock, we fhall probably learn 
from Mr. Pallas, and other indefatigable men 
employed by the Ruffian court ; and it is from 
the Ruffians, that we muft exped the moft ac- 
curate information concerning their Afiatick 
fubjefts: I perfuade myfelf, that, if their in- 
jquiries be judicioufly made and faithfully re* 
ported, the refult of them will prove, that all 
the languages properly Tartarian arofe from one 
common fource; excepting always the jargons 
of fuch wanderers or mountaineers, as, having 
long been divided from the main body of the 
nation, muft in a courfe of ages have framed fe- 
paratc idioms for themfelvcs. The only Tar^^ 
iarian language, of which I have any know- 
ledge, is the Turkijh of Conjlantinople^ which is 
however fo copious, >that whoever fhall know it 
perfed:ly, will eafily undedland, as we are affured 
by intelligent authors, the dialeds of Tdtdrijiani 
and we may coUeft from Abu lghazi', that he 
would find little difficulty in the Cabnac andthe 
Mogul: I will not oiFen^your ears by a dry ca- 
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talpgue of ilmiSar words in thofe 4iffer£At Iaa<- 
guageB j hut ^ carnefal inveftigation has convinced 
sae, that, as the Indian and Fabian tongues are 
feverally defcended from a common parent, £o 
thofe of Tartary might be traced to one ancient 
ftem effendajly diiFering ffjom the two others. It 
appears, indeed, from a ilory told by Abu'^l- 
<jha'zi', that tlje Viratis and the Motig^ls could 
fxot underiland each other ; but no more can the 
Danes and the Englijb^ yet their dialefts beyond 
a doubt are branches of the fame Gotbick tre«f. 
The dialedt of the Moguls^ in which fome hiflto- 
ries of Taimu'r and his defcendants were ori^ 
finally compofed, ih called in India^ where a 
learned native fet me right when I ufed another 
•^word, Turci; not that it is precifely the fame 
with the Turkijb of the Otbmdnlus^ but th? two 
idioms differ, perhaps, lefs then Swedijb and 
German^ or Spanijb and Portuguefe^ and cer^ 
tainly lefs than fFelcb and Irijb : in hope of a£^ 
oertaining this point, I have long fearched ia 
vain for the original works afcribed ta T aim ur 
and Ba'bjer; but all the Moguls, with whom I 
have converfed in this country, refemble the 
crow in one of their popular fables, who, having 
Jong affeded to walk like a pheafant, was unable 
after all to acquire the gracefulnefs of that ele- 
gant bird^ and in the mean time unlearned his 
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own natural gait: they have not learned the dia- 
led of Perjia^ but have wholly forgotten that of 
their anceftors. A very confiderable part of the 
old Tartarian language, which in jijia would 
probably have been loft, is happily preferved in 
Europe ; and, if the groundwork of the weftern 
Turkijh^ when feparated from the Perjian and 
Arabicky with which it is embelliflied, be a 
branch of the loft Ogbiizian tongue, I can aflert, 
with confidence, that it has not the leaft refem- 
blance either to Arahick or Sanfcritj and muft 
have been invented by a race of men wholly 
diftinft from the Arabs or Hindus. This fadl 
\ alone overfets the fyftem of M. Bailly, who 
confiders the Sanfcrity of which he gives in fe- 
veral places a moft erroneous account, as * ajine 

* monument of his primeval Scythians, the precept 

* tors of mankind and planters of a fublime pbi-- 

* lofopby even in India ;' for he holds it an incon- 
teftable truth, that a language^ which is dead^ . 
fuppofes a nation y zvhicb is dejlrdyed; and he 
feems to think fuch reafoning perfeftly decifive 
of the queftion, without having recourfe to aftro- 
nomical arguments or the fpirit of ancient infti- 
tutions : for my part, I defire no better proof 
than that, which the language of the Brabmans 
affords, of an immemorial and total differencie 
between the Savages of the Mountains^ as the old 
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Cbinefe juftly called the Tartars, and the ftu- 
dious, placid, contemplative inhabitants of thefe 
Indian plains. 

11. The geographical reafoning of M. B ai ll y 

may, perhaps, be thought equally fliallow, if not 

' inconfiftent in fome degree with itfelf. * An 

* adoration of the fun and of fire, fays he, mull 

* neceflarily have arifen in a cold region : there- 
*-fore, it muft have been foreign to India, Per^ 
^Jia^ Arabia \ therefore, it muft have been de- 

* rived from Tartary.^ No man, I believe, who 
has travelled in winter through Bahdr, or has 
even paffed a cold feafon at Calcutta within the 
tropick, can doubt that the folar warmth is often 
delirable by all, and might have been confidered 

* as adorable by the ignorant, in thefe climates, or 
that the return of fpring deferves all the faluta- 
tioos, which it receives from the Perjian and 
Indiwt poets J not to rely on certain hiftorical 
evidence, that Antarah, a celebrated warriour 
said bard, actually periflicd with cold on a moun^ 
tain of Arabia. To meet, however, an objec- 
tion, which might naturally be made to the vp- 
kmtary fcttlement, and amazing population, of 
his primitive lace in the icy regions of the north, 
he takesTcfugc in the hy pot hells of M. Buff on, 
who imagines, that our whole globe was at firft 
of a white heat, and has been gradually cooling 
from the poles ta the equator j fo that the Hy^ 
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perhorean countries had onee a ddightftrl fern-* 
peraturc, and Siberia itfelf wa« even hotter fban 
the climate of our temperate zones^ that is, was in 
too hot a climate, by his firft propofition, for the 
primary worfliip of the fun. That the tempe- 
rature of counmes has not fuflained a; change in 
the lapfe of ages, I will by no means infift ; but 
we can hardly reafon concluiively from a va- 
riation of temperature to the cultivation and^if- 
fufion of fcience: if ais many female elephants 
and tigreiles, as we now find in Bengal, had' 
formerly littered in the Siberian forefts, and if 
^eir youngs as the earth cooled, had fought a 
genial warmth in the climates of the fouth, it 
would not follow, that other favages, who mi- 
grated in the fame diredion and on the fame 
account,, brought religion and philofophy, lan- 
guage and writing, art and fcience, into the 
fauthern latitudes. 

. We are told by Abu"lgha'zi', that the pri- 
mitive religion of human creatures, or the pure 
ajdoration of One Creator, prevailed in Tartary 
during the firft generations from Ya fet, but 
was e*tin6t before the birth of Oghu'z, who 
reftored it in his dominions ; that, ibme ages 
after him, the Mongols and the Turcs rciapfed 
into g^ofe idolatry; but that Ch.engiz was a 
Theill, and, in a converfttion with the Mubam^ 
fK^edan Doctors, admitted 'their arguments for 
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th« being and attributes of the Deity to be un- 
anfwerable, while he contefted the evidence of 
their Prophet's legation. From old Grecifln 
authorities we learn, that the Majfagetos' ^ox^ 
flltpped the fun ; and the narrative of an em- 
bafly from Justin to the Kbdkan, or Emperor, 
who then relided in a fine vale aear the fource 
of the Irtijh, mentions the Tartarian ceremony 
of purifying the Roman Ambaffadors by con- 
dudting them between two fires: the Tartars 
of that age are rcprefented as adorers of the four 
dements, and believers in an invifible fpirit, to 
whom they facrificed bulls and rams. Modern 
travellers relate, that, in the feftivals of fome 
Tartarian tribes, they pour a few drops of a 
confecrated liquor on the ftatues of their Gods; 
after which an attendant fprinkles a little of what 
remains three timeg toward the fouth in honour 
of fire, toward the weft and eaft m honour of 
water and air, and as often toward the north ia 
honour of the earth, which contained the reliques 
of their deceafed anceftors : now all this may 
be very true, without provipg a national affinity 
between the Tartars and Hindus ; for the Arabs 
adored the planets and the powers of nature, the 
Arabs had carved i^mages, and made libations oa 
a black ftone, the Arabs turned in prayer to 
diflferent quarters of the hekvens ; yet we know 
wjjjfh certainty, that the Arabs are a diftind race 
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from the Tartars ; and we might as well irtfer^ 
that they were the fame people, becaufe they 
had each their Nomades\ or wanderers for paf- 
turCy and becaufe the Turcmdns^, defcribed by 
Ibnu Arabs hah and by him called Tatar' s^ 
zrcy like moji Arabian tribes, paftoral and war- 
like, hofpitable^ and generous, wintering and 
fummering on different plains, and rich in herds 
and flocks, horfes and camels ; but this agreement 
in manners proceeds from the fimilar. nature of 
tjieir feveral deferts and their fimilar choice of a 
free rambling life, without evincing a com- 
munity of origin, which they could fcarce have 
had without preferving fome remnant at leaft of 
a common language^ 

Many LamaSy we are afliired, or Priefts of 
Buddha, have been found fettled in Siberia ; 
but it can hardly be doubted j that the Lamas 
had travelled thither from Tibety whence it is 
more than probable, that the religion of the 
Bauddha^s was imported into fouthern, or Chi- 
nejcj Tartary\ fmce we know, that rolls of 
Tibetian writing have been brought even from 
the borders of the Cajpian. The complexion 
of Buddha himfelf, which, according to the 
Hindus y was between white and ruddy ^ would 
perhaps have convinced M* Ba illy, had he 
known the Indian tradition, that the laft - great 
legiflator and God of the Eaft was a Tartar i 
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imt the Chinefe coniider htm as a native iof IneUa^ 
the JBrdbmans izxfift, that he was bom in a foreft 
liear Oayd^ and maiay^ reafons may lead us to 
fu^ed, that his ^religion was carried from the 
A^eft and the fouth to thoiie esftern and northern 
countties, in wiuGh it prevails. On the ?(vfaoile 
we meet with few or no traces in Scytbia c£ 
^ indian rites and fuperilitions> or of that poetic^ 
mythology, with which the Sanjcfif poems arf 
decorated ; and we may allow the Tartars ti> 
liave adored the Sun with more reafon than any 
i^cmThCTn people, without admitting them toiia^vc 
1)6en the fole original inventor3 of that univetfdl 
folly: we may ev^n doubt the oiJigUMdity ;df 
Their veneration for die four elements^ which 
ferms a'piincipal part of the ritual introduced 
^ £er^atc7sh.t, a nadve afjRai in Perjia^ horn 
^ the rdgn jof Gu^shtasp, whofe fon.PAWi'u- 
*EN is believed by the Par/Ts to have .refidcd 
'k>ti^ in Tartary at a ^place called Cangidi^, 
•where a magnificent palace is faid to have hecsn 
•built by the father of Cvftus, and where the 
Perfien prince, who was a*zealot in !the new 
?fetthV would naturally have diileminated its tenets 
-amoiig the neighbouring Tartars. 

^ any Philoibphy, except natural ^thicks, 
^iHch the rudeftfociety requires and experience 
^tea<{he», we find no more veftiges in Jfiatick 
^Sd^a than in ambient Arabia ; nor would the 
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name of a Philofopher and a Scythian hare bMH 
ever connefted, if Anach arsis had not vifited 
Athens and Lydia for that inftrudlion, which 
hiis birthplace could not have afforded him : but 
Anach ARSIS was the fon of a Grecian yiromsLUj ^ 
who had taught him her language, and he foon 
learned to defpife his own. He was unquef- 
tionably a man of a found underftanding and fine 
parts; and, among the lively fayings, which 
gained him the reputation of a wit even in 
Greece^ it is related by Diogenes Laertius, 
that, when an Athenian reproached hini with 
being a Scythian^ he anfwered : ' my country 
^ is, indeed, a difgrace to me, but thou, art a 
* difgrace to thy country.' . What his country 
was, in regard to manners and civil duties, we 
may learn from his fate in it j for when, on his 
return from Athens^ he attempted to reform it 
by introducingthe wife laws of his friend Solon, 
,he was killed on a hunting party with an arrow 
Ihot by hi^ own brother, a Scythian Chieftain. 
Such was the philofophy of M. Bailly's At- 
lantes^ the firft and mofl enlightened of nations ! 
We are affured, however, by the learned authc^ 
of the Dabijian, that the Tartars und^r Chen- 
Giz and his defcendants were lovers of truth; 
and would not even preferve theii; lives by a 
violation of it : De Guignes afcribes the fam^ 
veracity, the parent of all virtues, to th^JF&itfj 
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and SxRABOy who might only mean to lafh the 
Greeks by praifing Barbarians, as Horace ex- 
tolled the wsLndcring Scythians merely to (atirize 
His luxurious countrymen, informs us, that the 
nations of Scytbia deferved the praife dtie to 
wifdom, heroick friendfhip, and juftice ; and 
this praife we may readily allow ^em on his 
authority, without fuppofing them to have been 
the preceptors of mankind. 

As to the laws of Zamolxis, concerning 
whom we know as little as of the Scythian Deu- 
CALiON, or of Abaris the Hyperborean^ ^nA to 
whofe ftory even Herodotus gave no credit, I 
lament, for many reafons, that, if ever they exift-* 
cd, tliey have not been preferved : it is certain, 
that a fyftem of laws, called Tdfdc, has been 
celebrated in Tartary iince the time of Chengiz, 
who is faid to have republifhed them in his 
empire, as his inftitutions were afterwards adopt- 
ed and enforced by Taimu'rj but they feem 
to have been a common, or traditionary, law, 
and werfe probably not reduced into vmting^ 
till Chengiz had conquered a nation, who 
were able to write. 

III. Had the religious opinions and allegorical 
fables of the Hindus been aSually borrowed 
from. Scythia^ travellers muft have difcovered in 
that country fome ancient monuments of them, 
fuch as pieces of grbtefque iculpture, images of 

12 
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the Gods and Avatars^ arid infcaptions on pillars 
or in caverns, analogous to thofe, which remain 
in every part of the weftern. peninfula, or to 
thofe, which many of us have (^ta in Babar and 
.at Bandras j but (except a few detached idols) the 
only great monuments of Tartarian antiquity are 
i line of ramparts on the weft and eaft of the Caf* 
plan, afcribed indeed by ignorant Mufelmaris 
to Tdjiij and Mdjiij, or Gog, and Magogs that is 
to the Scythians^ but manifeftly raifed by a very 
different nation in order to flop their predatory 
inroads through the pafles of Caucafus. The 
Cbinefe wall was built or finifhed, on a fimilar 
conftrtK^ion and for a fimilar purpofe, by an 
Emperor, who died only two hundred and ten 
years before the beginning of our era ; and the 
other mounds were very probably conftruftecl 
by the old Perjians^ though, like many work* 
of unknown origin, they are given to Sec'an- 
d£r, not the Macedonian^ but a more ancient 
Hero fuppofed by fome to have been Jemshi'd. 
It is related, that pyramids and tombs have been 
found in Tdtdrijian^ or weftern ficytbia^ and 
fome remnants of edifices in the lake Saifan ; 
that teftiges of a deferted city have been recent- 
ly difcovered by the Bujfians "near the Cafpian 
fea, and the Mountain of Eagles; and that 
.golden ornaments and utenfils, figures of elks 
and" other quadrupeds in xhetal,' weapons of 
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various kinds, and even implements for mining, 
but made of copper inftead of iroji, have been 
dug up in the country of the TJbiides ; whence 
M. Bailly infers, with great reafon, the high 
antiquity of that people : but the high antiquity 
of the Tartars^ and their eftablifhment in th^t 
country near four thoufand years ago, no man 
difputes; we are inquiring into their ancient 
religion and philofophy, which neither orna- 
i^ents of gold, nor tools, of copper, will prov« 
to have had an affinity with the religious rite$ 
and the fciences of India. The golden utenfils 
might pofiibly have b^en fabricated by the T^r- 
tars themfelves ; but it is poffible too, that they 
were carried from Rome or from China^ whence 
occalional embaffies were fent to the Kings of 
Eigbiir* Towards the end of the tenth century 
the Cbineje Emperor difpatched an arabaflador 
to a Prjpce, named Ersl a'n, which, in the Turk- 
ijb of Confiantinople, fignifies a lion, who refide^ 
near the Golden Mountain in the i^me ftation, 
perhaps, where the Romans had b^^ received 
in the middle of the fixth century ; thg Chinefe 
on his return home reported the Eigbi^ris to bff 
a gr^ve people, with fair cqmplexipp.s, diligent 
workmen, and ingenipus artificers, npt gnly in 
gold, filver, and iron, but in jafper and finp 
(tones ; and the Romans had before d^fcrib^d 
their magnificent receptjog in a riqjji palac^e 
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adorned with Chinefe manufa(flures : but thefe 
times were comparatively modern ; and, even 
if we fhould admit, that the Eigbiiris, who are 
faid to have been governed for a period of tw^o 
thoufand years by an Idecict, or fovereign of 
their own race, were in fome very early age 
a literary and polilhed nation, it ^vould prove 
nothing in favour of the Hurts, Tares, Mongals, 
and other favages to the north of Pekin, who 
fecm in all ages, before Muhammed, to have 
been equally ferocious and illiterate. 

Without a£tual infpeftion of the manufcripts, 
that have been found near the Cafpian, it would 
be impollible to give a correal opinion concern- 
ing them ; but one of them, defcribed as written 
on blue filky paper in letters of gold and filver 
not unlike Hebrew, was probably a Tibetian 
compofition of the fame kind with that, which 
lay near the fource of the Irtijb, and of which 
Cassiano I believe, made the firft accurate 
verfion : another, if we may judge from the de- 
scription of it, was probably modern Turkijh ; 
and none of them could have been of great 
antiquity. ' 

IV. From ancient monuments, therefore, we 

have no proof, that the Tartars were them- 

fclves well-inftruded, much lefs that they in- 

'ftru£l;ed the world j nor have we any ftronger 

reafon to conclude from their general man- 
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hers and charafter, that they had made an 
early proficiency in arts and Jciences : even of 
poetiy, the moft univerfal and moft natural of 
the fine arts, we find no genuine fpecimens af- 
cribed to them, except fome horrible warfongs 
exprefled in Perjian by Ali' of Tezd^ and 
poffibly invented by him^ After the conqueft- 
of Perfia by the Mongals, their princes, indeed, 
encouraged learning, and even made aftrono-* 
mical obfervations at Samarkand; as the Turcs 
became polifhed by mixing with the Perjians 
and Arabs^ though their very nature^ as one of 
their own writers confefles, bad before been like 
an incurable dijiemper, and their minds clouded 
with ignorance : thus alfo the Manpbeu monarchs 
of China have been patrons of the learned and 
ingenious, and the Emperor Tien-Long is, if 
he be now living, a fine Chinefe poet. In all 
thefe inftances the Tartars have refipmUed the 
Romans, who, before they had fubdued Greece, 
were little better than tigers in war, and Fauns 
or Sylvans in fcience and art. 

Before I left Europe, I had infifted in con-^ 
verfation, that the TuzuCy tranflated by Major 
Davy, was never written by Taimu'r himf^lf^ 
at leaft not as CiBs ar wrote his commentaries, 
for one very plain reafon, that no Tartarian king 
of his age could write at all ; and, in fupport of 
my opinion, I had cited Ibnu Arabs ha'i), who. 
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though jmftlj hoftile to the favage, by whott- 
his native city, Damafcus^ had been ruined, yet- 
praifes his talaats and the real greatmefs of his. 
raiad, but adds : *^ He was wholly illiterate ; \» 
** neither read^or wrote any thing; and he^ 
*' knew nothing of Arabick ; though of Perjian, 
'^ Turkijb, and th« Mogul dialect, he knew a« 
^' much as was fufficient for his purpole, and no 
** mote : he ufed wkh pleafure to hear hiftories 
^' read to him, and fo ft'equently beard the faote 
** book, that he was able by memory to corredt 
^) an Aaccurate reader." This pafiage had no 
effect on the tranflator, whom great and learned 
men in India had ajfured^ it feems, that the work 
was autbentick^ by which he meaned compofed: 
by the conqueror bimfelj: but the great in this 
country might have been unlearned^ or tbjzlearn^ 
ed niight not have been great enough to anfwer 
any lieadi^ng queftion m a. maaaer that oppofed. 
the declared 4,ncliaatio!i of a Briii/b iaquii^r ;, 
and, in either cafe, fmce no witneiTes are named, 
fo general a reference to them will hardly be- 
thought conclufive evidence. On my part, I 
will name a Mujelmanj whom we all know, amd- 
who has enough both of greatnejs and of leam^. 
ing to decide the queftion both impartially adid. 
fatisfkaorily : the Nawwab MoaAFFER Jang 
informed me of his own accord, that no man of 
fenfe in Hindujian believed the woiJc to hare: 
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been compolbd by Taimu'b^ but that his fa-% 
Yourke, fumamed Hindu Shah, was known 
to have written that book amd others afcribed to 
his patrony^tev many confidential difcourfeawith 
the ^mir^ and, perhaps, nearly in the Prince's 
words as well as in his perfon ; a Hory , which 
Ali' of Tezd^ who attended the court of Tai- 
MUR^ and has given us a flowery panegyrick in- 
ilead of a hiftory, renders highly probable, by 
confirming the latter part of the Arabian account, 
;iad by total filence as to the literary productions 
of his mailer. It is true, that a very ingenious 
but indigent native, whom Davy fupported, has 
given me a written memorial on the fubjed, iQ 
which he mentions Taimu'r as the author of 
two works in Xurkijb ; but the credit of his in^ 
formation is overfct by a ftrange: apocryphal 
ftory of a king of Tetnen^ who invaded, he fays, 
the Enures dominions, and in whofe library the 
manufcript was afterwards found, and tranflated ^ 
by order of Ah'shi'r, firft minifter of Tai*- 
mu'r's grandfon ; and Major Davy himfelf, bg^y 
fore he departed from Bengal^ told me, that he 
was greatly perplexed by finding in a veiry ac^ 
curate and old copy of the TuzuCy which h&,de«^ 
figned to republish with coaQderable additions, 
a pairticular accouAt, written unqueJUcmably by. ;, 
Taimu'r, of bis own death. No evidence, 
th^re^bre, had biseaaddnG^d to fhake my opinioc^ j 
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that, the Moguls and Tartars^ before their con* 
queft of India and Perjia^ were wholly unlet- 
tered ; although it may be poffibile, that, even 
without art or fcience, they had, like the Huns^ 
both warriours and lawgivers in their own 
<^ountry fome centuries before the Krth of 
Christ. 

If learning was ever anciently cultivated in the 
regions to the north of India^the featsof it, I have 
reafon to fufpeft, muft have been Eigbisr, Cajb* 
gbar, Kbatd^ Chin, Tanciit, and other countries 
oiCbinefe T^rr^^ry, which lie between the thirty-- 
fifth and forty-fifth degrees of northern latitude ; 
but I fhall, in another difcourfe, produce my 
reafons for fuppofing, that thofe very countries 
were peopled by a race allied to the Hindus, or 
enlightened at lead by their vicinity to India 
and Cbina j yet in Tanciity which by fome is an- 
nexed to Tibet^ and even among its old inha- 
bitants, the Seres, we have no certain accounts of 
uncommon talents or great improvements: they 
were famed, indeed, for the faithful difcl^rge of 
moral duties, for' a pacifick difpofition, and for 
that longevity, which is often the reward of 
patient virtues and a calm temper ; but they are 
iaid to have been wholly indifferent, in former 
ages, to the elegant arts and even to commerce; 
though Padlu'llah had been informed, that, 
aear the clofe- of the tbirteenth <:€ntury, many 
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branches of natural philofophy were cultivated 
in Cam-cheUy then the metropolis of S erica. 

We may readily believe thofe, who aflfure us, 
that fome tribes of wandering Tartars had real 
ikill in applying herbs and minerals to the pur- 
pofes of medicine, and pretended to (kill in ma* 
gick ; but the general chara<fter of their nation 
feems to have been this : they were profeffed hunt- 
ers or fifhers, dwelling on that account in forefts 
or near great rivers, under huts or rude tents, or 
in waggons drawn by their cattle from ftation to 
ftation ; they Were dextrous archers, excellent 
aorfemen^ bold combatants, appearing oiten to 
flee in diforder for the fake of renewing their 
attack with advantage; drinking the ihilk of 
mares, and eating the fleih of colts ; and thus 
in many refpefts refembling the old ArabSy hvt 
in nothing more than in their love of intoxicat- 
ing liquors, and ig nothing lefs than in a tafle 
for poetry and the improvement of their lan- 
guage. 

Thus has it been proved, and, in my humble 
opinion, beyond controverfy, that the far greater 
part of Ajia has been peopled and immemorially 
poflefled by three confiderable nations, whom, 
for want of better names, we may call Hindus^ 
Arabs^ and Tartars -, each of them divided and 
fubdivided into an infinite number of branches, 
and all of them fo different in form and features^ 
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language; manners and religion^ that, If they 
fprang originally from a common root, they muft 
have been feparated for ages : whether more 
than three primitive flocks can be found, or, in 
otljer words, whetiier the Cbinefe^ yapanefe^ and 
PerJianSy are entirely diftind. from them, or 
formed by their intermixture, I fliall hereafter, 
if your indulgence to me continue, diligently in- 
quire. To what conclufions thefe inquiries will 
lead, I cannot yet clearly difcern j but, if they 
lead to truth, we (hall not ^regret our journey 
tjkrpygh this d^rk region of ancient hiftory, in 
which, while we proceed ftep by ftep, and foUpw 
©vecy gli»mcring of certain light, that pxefents 
k^elf, we njuft beware of thofe falfe rays and 
Jumiilous vapours, which miflead JJiatick tra-^ 
fieU^rs by an appearance of water, but are found 
on a new approach to be deferts of fand. 
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PERSIANS, 

DELIVERED 19 FEBRUARY, liiP, 



. GENTLEMEN, , 

I TURN with delight from the vaft mountain^ 
and barren deferts of Tiiran^ oyer which Wfe ti^- 
veiled laft year with no perfed knowledge of otit 
courfe, and requeft you now to accompany nlfe 
on a literary journey through one of thte tnoA 
celebrated and mod beautiful countries in fhfe 
world J a country, the hiftory and languages (St 
which, both ancient and modern, I hiVe loilg^ 
attentively ftudied, and on which I may without 
arrogance promife you mqre pofitive informa- 
tion, than I could poffibly procure on a na- 
tion fo difunited ^nd fo unlettered as the H^ar^ 
tars: I mean that, which Europeans improperly 
call Perjia, thie name of a fingle provinc^e bekig; 
applied to the whok Empire of Iran, as it is^cor- 
x6£tly denominated by the prefent natives bf it. 
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and by all the learned Mufehnans^ who refide in 
thefe J9n7//& territories. To give you an idea 
of its largeft boundaries, agreeably to my former 
mode of defcribing Indian Arabia, and Tartary, 
between which it lies^let us begin with the fource 
of the great AJfyrian ftream, Euphrates^ (as the 
Greeks, according to their cuftom, were pleafed 
to mifcall the Forat) and thence defcend to its 
mouth in the Green Sea> or Perjtan Gulf, in- 
cluding in our line fome confiderable diftrifts 
and towns on both fides the river ; then coafting 
Perfia^ properly fo named, and other Iranian 
provinces, we come to the delta of the Sindbu 
or Indus ; whence afcending to the mountains 
of Cq/bgbar^ we difcQver its fountains and thofe 
of the Jaibiinj down which we are conduced 
to the Cafpian, which formerly perhaps it en- 
tered^ though it lofe itfelf now in the fands and 
lakes of Kbwdrezm : we next are led from the 
fea of Kbozar^. by the banks of the Cur^ or Qt- 
rus^ and along the Caucafean ridges, to the fhore 
of the Euxine^ and thence, by the feveral Grecian 
fe^a, to the point, whence we took our departure^ 
at no confiderable diftance from the Mediterra-- 
nean. . We cannot but include the lower Afia 
tvithin this outline, becaufe it was unqueftionably 
a part of the Perfian^ if not of the old AJfyrian, 
.Empire; for we kriow, that it was under the 
dominion of Caikhosrau j and Diodo^us, we 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ON THE PERSIANS. lOS 

fiad, afferts, that the kingdom of Troas was de- 
pendent on AJfyria^ fince Priam implored and 
obtained fuccours from his Emperor Teu tames, 
whofe name approaches nearer to Tahmu'ras, 
than to that of any other AJfyrian monardhu 
Thus may we look on Iran as the nobleft IJland^ 
(for fo the Gr^^ifc^ and the Arah vjoyj\A have 
called it), or at leaft as the nobleft petdnfida^ oa 
this habitable globe; and if M Bailly ha4 
fixed on it as the Atlardis of Plato, he mighc 
have fupported his opinion with far ftronger 
arguments than any, that he has adduced in 
favour of New Zembla: if the account^ indeed^ 
of the Atlantes be not purely an Egyptian^ox an 
Vtopiatiy fable, I fhould be more inclined to 
place them in Iran than in any region, with 
which I am acquainted* 

It may feem ftrange, that the ancient hiftorjr 
of fo diilinguifhed an Empire fhould be yet fo 
imperfedly known j but very fatisfadtory reafons 
may be afligned for our ignorance of it : the 
principal of them are the fuperficial knowledge 
of the Greeks and Jews^ and the lofs o£ Perjian 
archives or hiftorical compofitions. That the 
Cretan writers, before Xenophon, had no ac- 
quaintance with Perjia, and that all their ac« 
counts of it are wholly fabulous, is a paradox too 
extravagant to be ferioufly maintained ; but their 
coni^Ledtion ;0irith it in war or peace had, indeed. 
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lieen generally confined to bordering kingdom«i 
'tindet: feudatory princes ; and the firft Pefjian 
Etnperor, whofe life and charaCber they feem to 
^have known with tolerable accuracy, was the 
•grfeat CvRp-s, whom Icfall, without feaf-of-conw 

^"^ tradition, Caikhosrau j ferr I Ihalltheh cmjy 
dbubt that the Khosrau of YrRDAifSi' was the 
CVRtTS of the firft Greek 4riftoritin, and the 'Hero 
of the olddft political and moral romance, when 
-1 doubt' that Louis Quntorze and Lewps the 
f'ourteentb were tJne and the fame French Ring: 
it is utterly incredible, that two drfierent prin^cte 
€£Perfva fhould each have been born in a foreign 
:*nd hoftile territory; fliould each ha^e been 
doomed to death in his infancy by his miternll 
grandfather in confequence of portentous dreams, 
real or invented ; fhould each have been faved 

l)y the remoffe of his deftimed murderer, tind 
'fhoiiia each, after a fimilar education attioag 
herdltnen, as the ion df a herdfman, hav^ fciind 
meam to revifit his paternal kingdom, arid 
baving delivered it, after a long and triumphaijt 
War, fironi the tyrant, who had invaded k, ■fliouW 

'tave rdlored it to the fummit 6i power and 
magnificence. Whether fo romantick 'a ilory, 
\\^hich is thefubjea of an Epick Poem, as'ma- 

' j)6ftfck and entire as the Iliad^ be 'hiftorrcally 

"true, we may feel pethaps an inclination tb 
doiibtj^but it dinnot. with reafon 'be ^Sienied^ 
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^t the outline of it related to a fingle Hero, 
whom the AJiaticks, converfmg with* the father 
of European hiflory, defcribed according to their 
popular traditions by his true name, which the 
Greek alphabet could not exprefs : nor will a di£* 
ference of names afied the queflion ; fince the 
Greeks had little regard for truth, which they^. 
facrificed willingly to the Graces of their lan- 
guage, and the nicety of their ears ; and, if they 
could render foreign words melodious, they were 
never felicitous to make them exad ; hence they 
probably formedCAMBYSES from Ca'mbakhsh, 
or Granting dejires, a title rather than a name, 
and Xerxes from Shi'ru'yi, a Prince and war- 
riour in the Sbdbnamab, or from Shi'rsha h, 
which might alfo have been a title ; for the -^^a- 
tick Princes -have conftantly aflumed new titles 
or epithets at different periods of their lives, or 
on different occafions ; a cuftom, which we have 
feen prevalent in our own times both in Iran and 
Hindujidn^ and which has been a fource of great 
confuiion even in the f^riptural acccfunts of Ba^ 
bylpnian occurrences: both Gre^*5 and Jezvs 
have in fa& accommodated Perjian names to 
their own articulation; and both feem to, have 
<!Ufregarded the native literature of Iran^ without 
which they could at moft attain a general and 
imperfed^ knowledge of the country. As' to the 
Perjians themfelves, who were contemporary 

VOL. I. R 
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, with the Jfws and Greeks, they m«ft have becif 
acquainted with the hiftory of their own times, 
and with the traditional accounts of paft ages ; 
but for a reafon, which will prefently appear, 
they chofe to coi^fider Cayu'mers as the foun- 
der of the empire ; and, in the numeroos diftrac- 
tioris, which followed the overthrow of Da'ra', 
efpecially in thc.^reat revolution on the defeat 
of Yezdegird, their civil hiftories were loft, as 
. thofe of India have unhappily been, from the 
folicitude of the priefts, the only depolitaries of 
their learning, to preferve their books of law and 
religion at the expenfe of all others : hence it 
has happened, that nothing remains of genuine 
Perfian hiftory before the dynafty of Sa'sa'n,. 
except a few ruftick traditions and fables, which 
fumifhed materials for the Sbdbnamahy and, which 
are ftill fuppofed to exift in the Pabiavi lan- 
guage. The annals of the Pijhdadiy or Affyriafty 
race muft be confidered as dark and fabulous ; 
and thofe of the Cayard family, or the Medes and 
Perjians, as heroick and poetical; though the 
hmar eclipfes, faid to be mentioned by Pt o l e m y, 
fix the time of Gushtasp, the prince, by whom 
Zera'tusht was protefted: of the Parthian 
kings defcended from Arshac or Arsaces, we 
know little more than the names ; but the Sd-^ 
fdms had fo long an intercourfe with the Em- 
perors of Rome and Byzantiuniy that the period 
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bf* their domimoa may b<^ called all litftoncai 
sge. In attempting t6 afcertaih the beginning 
1^ the AJyrian empire, we »e deluded, as in a 
thoufand inftancte, by namils arbitrarily itnpo&d: 
it had h^h fettled by chronologers^ that the fhrfl 
monarchy eftablifhed ib Perjia was the Affyriani 
and N£WTON, finding ibme of OfMiiicm, that it 
lofe in the fir ft dentury after the Flood, but un^ 
able by his own calculationa to extend it farther 
back than feven hundred and ninety years befw^ 
Christ, rejeded part of the old fyftem and 
adopted the reft of it ; conduding, that the Jffy^ 
Hon Monarchs began to reign about two hundred 
years^ after Solomon, and that, in all preceding 
.agea> the government of Iran had been divided 
btto federal petty ftates and principalities. . Of 
this opinion I confers myfelf to have been; wheii^ 
difiregardiiig the wild chronc^ogy of the MufeU 
mans and GoArs, I had allowed the utmoft natural 
duration to the reigns of eleveci PifrdSdi king^^ 
without being able to add more thai!i a hundred 
years to NrwToN's comptitationv It feemed^ 
indeed^ unaccountably ftrange, tha«^ akhough 
Abraham had found a regular n^fiai^chy tik 
Egyj^y aJthough thefcingdoiAof 2lfw^;r had juft 
preteniions la very high aistiquity, although th4 
Cbmefe^ in the twelfth eentiiry btfore our era, 
had made apprt^thes at leaft 4o th« prfefent form 
of their «s:tenfiTe deninion^ and al&ough w* 

K2 
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can hardly fuppofe the firft //j«Ca;r monarchs to 
have reigned lefs than three thcmfand years ago^ 
yet Perjla^ the moft delightful, the moll cora- 
pz£tj the mod defirable country of them all, 
fhould have remained for fo many ages unfettled. 
and difunited. A fortunate difcoveryy for which 
I was firft indebted to Mir Muhammed Hu- 
SAiN^ one of the mofl intelligent Mufelmans in 
Indiaj has^ at once dilfipated the cloud, and caH 
a gleam of light on the primeval hiftory of /r4» 
and oC the human race, of which I had long d6« 
fpaired, and which could hardly hare dawned 
from any other quarter. 

Hie rare and interefting tradk on twelve dif- 
ferent religions^ entitled the Dahijian^ and com- 
pofed. by a Mohammedan traveller, a nikative of 
Cafbmirj named Mohsan, but diftingitrfhed by 
the affumed furname of Fa ni', or Perifbabki 
begins with a wonderfully curious chapter on 
the religion of Hush ang, which was long an- 
terior to that of ZerA'Tusht, but had continued 
to be fccretly profeffcd by many leartied Pierfians 
even to the author's time; and feveral of the 
moft eminent of them, difTenting in many points 
from the Gabrs, and perfecuted by the ruling 
powers of their country, had retired to India j 
where they compiled a number of books, now 
extremely fcarce, which Mohsan had perufed^ 
and with the writers of which, or with many of 
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them, he had contraded an mtimate friendfliip: 
from them he learned, that a powei&l monarchy 
had been eftablifhed for ages in Iran before the 
acceffion of Cayu'mers, that it was called the 
Mabdbddian dynafty, for a reafon which will 
foon be ;ncntioned, and that many princes, of 
whom feven or eight only are named in the Da^ 
bijidn, and among them Mahbul, or Maha^ 
Beli, had raifed their empire to the zenith of 
human glory. If we can rely on this evidence, 
which to me appears unexceptionable, the Ira-- 
man monarchy muft have been the oldeft in the 
world ; but it will remain dtibious, to which of 
the three docks, HindUy Arabian^ or Tartar^ the 
firft Kings of Iran belonged, or whether they 
fprang from 3, fourth race diftin^ from any of 
the others ; and thefe are queftions, which we 
ihall be able, I imagine, to anfwer precifely, 
when we have carefully inquired into the lan- 
guages and letters,^ religion and philofophy^ and 
incidentally into the arts 2ind fciences^ of the an- 
cient Perjians. 

L In the new and important remarks, which 
I am going to offer, on the ancient languages and 
characters of Iran^ I am fenfible, that you muft 
» give me credit for many affertions, which>on this 
occafion it is impoffible to prove; for I fhould 
Ml defervc your indulgent attention, if I were to 
abufe it by repeating a dry lift of detached words. 
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and pre&iitiqg you with a vocabukry laftead ei 
# <}ifl*i^atioi!i ; h\^, iinee I have no fyftem tB 
maint^n, and hAv€ not fufferisd imj^iaation to 
delude my judgement ; finc^ I have habituate 
'myfefif to form opiniood of m^ and things froflki 
evidence, which i« the only folid ba(l6 of 4f«7, 
as eaferimetU is of natifralj knowledge ; and 
fiape I have maturely confidered the queftjona 
which I mean to di£:ufs ; you will not, I an^ 
perfuaded, fufpe^l my teftimony, pr thinly that 
I go too far, when I aifure yoii* that I wiU afiert 
tiothing pofitively, iivhich I am not able fatia^ 
^dtorily tp demoBiftratKe* When Mu|iamm£d 
was bjoniy aad ANUsHi'ftA?A'|<f, whom he caUa 
^ Juji King^ fat on the throne of P^rjia^ two 
)janguages appear to have been generally pre- 
niralent in the great empire of Iran ; (hat of the 
C^urty thence named Dert^ which was only ^ 
wfined and elegant di^l^^ of the Pdrsi^ £b called 
from the province, of which Sbtrdz ia now the 
€Bfkd, and th^t of the learned, in which mo(| 
books were qompofed, and which had the name 
of Pabiaviy either frofn the berqesy who ipoke it 
in fbrmer times, ior from Pabbi^ 4 trad^ of land, 
which included, we are told, fomc coniiderable 
titles of Irak: the ruder dialers of both wa-c, 
find, I believe, ftill are, fpoken by the rufticks in 
^wsa} proi^Dces ; and in many of them, as 
J^erdty Zdbid^ Sifim and pthens, diiliniS; i^iomi 
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were vcraacuUr^ h k happens ia every kingdom 
of great ti^xtht. Befuies the P^si and Pablavi^ 
^ very ancient a,nd abftrufe tongue wi^ known 
to the prieftsand phik^ophers>calIed the language 
i^ the Zend^ becanfit a book on religious and 
moral duties, which they held facred^ and which 
hot^ that aame^ had been written in it ; while 
the Pdxend^ or comment on that work, was 
compofed in Pablam^ as % more popular idiom ; 
but a tetoied foUowel: of ZfiRA'tusHT, named 
Bahman, who lately died at Calcutta^ where 
ht had lired with me as a Perfian reader about 
three years, aiTured me, that the letters of his 
prophet's book were properly called Zend^ and 
*h« lismguoge^ Avejia^ as the words of the Vedas 
are SanfcriU and the characters, Ndgari j or as 
the old Saga's and poems of Ifeland were ex- 
preifed in Runick letters: let us however, in 
compliance with cuftom, give the name of Zend 
to the facred language of Perfia^ until we can 
find, as we fhall vcty foon^ a fitter appellation 
for it. The Zetfd and the old Pahlavi are almoft 
cxtind in Iran ; for among fix or feven thoufand 
Gabrs^ who rcfide chiefly at Tezd, and in 
Cirmdfif there arc very few, who can read Pab^ 
laviy and fcarce any, who even boaft of knowing 
the Zend; while the Pdrsi, which remains 
almoft pure in the Sbdbndmaby has now become 
by the intermixture of numbcrlefs Jr^bick words, 
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and many imperceptible changes, a new language 
exquifitely poliihed by a feries of fine writers in 
profe and verfe, and analogous to the difierfent 
idioms gradually formed in Europe after the Tub* 
verfion of the Roman empire : but with modem 
Ferjian we have no concern in our prefent in* 
quiry, which I confine to the ages, that preceded 
the Mohammedan conqueft. Having twice read 
the works of Firdausi' with great attention, 
fince I applied my^felf to the ftudy of old Indian 
literature, I can aflure you with confidence, that 
hundreds of First nouns are pure Sanfcrit, with 
no other change than fuch as may be obferved 
in the numerous bbajba^s, or vernacular dialers, 
of India ; that very many Perjian imperatives 
are the roots of Sanfcrit verbs ; and that even 
the moods and tenfes of the Perjian verb fub- 
ftantive, which is the model of all the reft, arc 
deducible from the Sanfcrit by an eafy and clear 
analogy : we may hence conclude, that the Parsi 
was derived, like the various Indian dialeds, 
from the language of the Brdbmans; and I muft 
add, that in the pure Perjian I find no trace of 
any Arabian tongue, except what proceeded 
from the known intercourfe between the Per-- 
Jians and Arabs, efpecially in the time of Bah- 
RAM, who was educated in Arabia^ and whofe 
Arabick verfes are ftill extant, together with his 
beroick line in Deri^ which many fuppofe to be 
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the firft attempt at Perjian verfificatioh in Ara» 
hian metre: but, without having recourfe to 
other arguments, the compojition of wardSj in 
which the genius of the Perjian delights, and 
which that of the Ar^bick abhors, is a decifivc; 
proof, that the Pdrsi fprang from an Indian, and 
not from an Arabian, ftock. Confidering lan- 
guages as mere inftruments of knowledge, and 
having ftrong reafons to doubt the exiflence of 
genuine books in Zend or Pablavi (efpecially 
lince the well-informed author of the Dabijlan 
affirms the work of ZERATUisHT to have bee» 
loft^ and its place fuppiied by a recent com* 
pilation) I had no inducement, though I had an 
opportunity, to learn what remains of thofe an- 
cient languages ; but I often converfed on them 
with my friend Bahman, and both of us were 
convinced after full confider^ion, that the Zend 
bore a ftrong refemblance to Sanfcrit^ and the 
Pablavi to Arabic k. He had at my reqi&eft 
tranflated into Pablavi the fine infcription, ex- 
hibited in the Gulijian^ on the diadem of Cy- 
rus ; and I had the patience to read the lift of 
words from the Pdzend in the appendix to the 
Farbangi Jebdngiri : this examination gave me 
perfeft convidion, that the Pablavi was a dialeffc 
of the Chaldaick ; and of this curious fad I will 
exhibit a fliort proof. By the nature of the 
Chaldean tongue moft words ended in the firft 



Digitized by 



Google 



115 THJ SDCTH DISCOURSE, 

long vOTvcl \ikijbemia^ heaym ; and that very 
word, unaltered in a tingle letter, we find in tho 
Pazend^ together with lailiaj night, meya, water« 
n/ri, fire, matras rsin^ and a multitude of othersf 
ali Arabick or Hebrew with a Chaldean ter- 
mination: fo zamary by a beautiful metaphor 
from pruning trees^ means in Hebrew to campofe 
verfe$jmA thence, by an eafy tranfition, iojing 
them ; and in Pablavi we fee the verb ;g:^m» 
runiten^ to ^f^, with its forms xamrunemi^ I 
/;^, and xtmrunid^ he^a^ j the verbal termi^ 
nations oi the Perjian being added to the C/^^/L 
^tficib root. Now All thofe words are integral parts 
of the language, not ^adventitious to it like the 
Arabick noun^ and verbals engrafted on modem 
Perjian i and this diftindtton convinces me, that 
the dialed): of the Gabrs, which they pretend to 
be that of Zeka'tusht, and of which Bahman 
gave me a variety of written fpecimens, is a late 
invention of their priefts, or fubfequent at leaft 
to the Mufelman invafion ; for, although it may 
be pofiible, that a few of their facred books wer^ 
preferved, as he ufed to aflert, in iheets of lead 
or copper at the bottom of wells near Texd^ yet 
as the conquerors had not only a fpiritual, but 9 
political, intereft in perfecuting a warlike, robuft, 
and indignant race of irreconcilable conquered 
fubje&s, a long time muft have elapfed, before 
the hiddea fcriptures could have been iafdy 
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brought to light, and few* who could perfeQlf 
underftand them, iQuft then have remained ; but, 
as they continued to profefs among themfelves 
the religion of their fm'efatherB, it became ex* 
pedient for the Midnds to fupply the loft or mu« 
tilated works of their legiflator by new compo« 
fition«> partly from their imper&d recdledH<Hi» 
and partly from fuch moral and religious know^ 
ledge, a6 they gleaned, moft probably, among 
the Cbrifiians^ with whom they had an intcr-^ 
courfe. Oae rule we may fairiy eftablifli in de- 
ciding the queftion, whether the books of the 
modern Gabrs were anterior to the invaHon of 
iht Arabs: when an Arabkk noun occurs in 
them changed only by the fpirit df the Chaldean 
idioni, as xeert^^ for werd, a rofe, daba^ for 
dbahabi gold, or dem^n^£ot zemkn^ time» we may- 
allow it to have beai ancient Pablavi; but, 
when we meet with verbal nouns or infinitives, 
evidently formed by the rules of Arabian gram^*^ 
mar, we may be fure, that the phrafes, in which 
they occur, are comparatively modem ; and not 
^ fmgle paffage, which Bahm an produced i^^jfT- 
Ithe books of his religion, would abid|^n 

We come ndw to the language of the Zend\ 
iand here I muft impart a difcovery, which I 
lately made, and from which we may draw the 
«n<4t iuterefting coafequences* M* An que Tit, 
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who had the merit of undertaking a voyage to 
^Indiay in his earlieft youths with no other view 
than to recover the writings of Zera'tusht, 
and who would have acquired a brilliant re- 
putation in France, if he had not fuUied it by 
his immoderate vanity and virulence of temper, 
which alienated the good will even of his own 
countrymen, has exhibited in his work, entitled 
Zenddvejiaj two vocabularies in Zend and Pah- 
lavi, which he had found in an approved col- 
Je£tion of Rawdydty or Traditional Pieces^ in 
modern Perjian : of his Pahlavi no more needs 
be faid, than that it ftrongly confirms my opi- 
nion concerning the Cbddaick origin of that 
language ; but, when I perufed the Zend glof- 
fary, I was inexpreffibly furprized to find, that 
fix or feven words in ten were pure Sanfcrit^' 
and even fome of their inflexions formed by the 
rules of the Fydcaran ; as yu/bmacantj the ge- 
nitive plural oiyujbmad. Now M. An que til 
moft certainly, and the Perjian compiler moft 
probably, had no knowledge of Sanfcrit; and 
could not, therefore, have invented a lift of 
iSanfcrit words : it Is, therefore, an authentick 
lift oVZend words, which had been preferved in 
books or by tradition ; and it follows, that the 
language of the Zend was at leaft a dialed of 
the Softfcrity approaching perhaps as nearly to 
it as the Prdcrit^ or other popular idioms, which 
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we know, to h^ve been ipoken in India two 
thoufand years ago. From all thefe fads it i$r 
a neceflfary confequence, that the oldeft difcovcr- 
able languages of Perfia were Cbaldaick and. 
Sanfcrit; and that, when. they had ceafed to 
be vernacular, the Pablavi and Zend were de- 
duced from them refpedively, and the Fdrsk 
either from the Zend^ or immediately from the 
dialed of the Brdbmans ; but all had perhaps a . 
mixture of Tartarian ; for the beft lexicographers 
aflert, that numb€[rlefs words in ancient Perjian 
, are taken from the language of the Cimmerians^ 
^ or the Tartars of Kipcbdk ; fo that the tbree fa- 
milies, whofe lineage we have examined in 
former difcourfes, had left vifjble tra,ces of them-r 
felves in Iran^ long before the Tartars and Arab$ 
had ruihed from their deferts, and returned to 
that very country, frotu which in all probability 
they originally proceeded, and which the Hindus 
had abandoned in an earlier age, with pofiUvc 
commands from their legiflators to revifit it no 
more. I elofe this head with obferving, that no 
fuppofition of a mere political or commercial in? 
tercourfe between the different nations will ac- 
count for the Sanfcrit and Cbaldiiick /words^ 
which we find in the old Perjian tongues j be- 
caufe they are, in the firft pl^ce, too numerous ^^ 
to have been introduced by fuch means, and^ '^ 
fecOndly, are not the names of .pcotick animab# 
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commodities/ or art«> but thofe of material eltf- 
flients, parts irf" the body, itaMrat objefts an^ 
r^ations, slfiedions of the mind, and other ideas 
common to the whole race of man. 

If a nation of Hindus, it may be urged, ever 
poiTeffed and governed the countiy of /n?«, we 
fhould find on the very ancient rtiins of the 
temple or palace, now called the throne ^ Jem-^ 
iHiD) fome infcriptions in Devandgari^ or at 
leaft in the characters on the ftones at Elepbanta, 
where the fculpture is unqueftionably Indian, of 
in thofe on the St^ qffi'KV'z Shah, which 
exlA in the heart of India ; and fuch inicriptions 
we probably fhould havd foimd, if that edified 
had not been ereded after the migration of the 
Brdknan^ from Irdn^ and the violent fchifm in 
tfie Perfian religicMi, of which wc fliatt prefently 
fpeak ; for, although the popular name of the 
bail^g at Iftakbr^ or Perfepolis, be no certain 
proof that it was raided in the time of Jsmshi'd, 
yet fuch a £au& might eafily have been preferved 
by tradltian, and we fhall foon have abundant 
evidence, that the temple was poft^iour to the 
reign of the Hindu monarchs : the cypreffes in« 
deedr which ue repr^ented vrith the figures ia 
procefiion, might induce a reader of the Sbdih-: 
nhtiab to believe, that the icmlptiires related to 
the new faith iatfoduced by 2A%A!rv^%iit \ but, 
ad 0^ cypreis i^^ar beautiful omam^t^ and as 
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itiany of the figures appear ihconfiftent with 
the reformed adoration of fire, we muft have 
recourfe to ftrojnger proofs, that the Takb^ 
Jrmshi'd was erefted after Cayu'mers. The 
building has lately been vifited, and thef cha- 
racters on it examined, by Mr. FRANCKLiNy 
from whom we learn, that Niebuhr has de^ 
Hneated them with great accuracy : but without 
filch teftimony I fhould have fufpefted the cor- 
refitnefs of the delineation ; becaufe the Damjb 
fraveller has exhibited two infcriptions in iho^ 
dern Perjian^ and one of them from the fame 
pkce, which cannot have been cxaftly tran- 
fcribed: they are very elegant verfes of Ni- 
xa'mi and Sadi' on the inflalility of human 
greatneji, but fo ill engraved or lb ill copied, 
that, if I had not had them nearly by heart, I 
fhouM not have been able to resld them; and 
M. Rousseau of Isfahan^ who tranflatedthemf 
with fhameful inaccuracy, mtlfl: have been de^' 
ceived by the badnefs of the copy ; or he nev^ep 
wouM have created a new king Wakam, hf 
forming one word of Jem and the particle pre- 
fixed to h. Afluming, however, that vre may 
reftfon as conclufively on the charafilers pubKflxed 
by NiEBUHR, as we might on the monuments 
themfelves, ^ere they now before us, we may 
begin with obferving, as CnARDiN^ftad c&bferved 
on the very fpot, that they bear tio refemblainca 
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whatever to the letters ufed by the Gahrs m 
their copies of the Fendidad: this I once urgedr 
in an amicable debate with BAHMAN^as a proof, 
that the Zend letters were a modern invention j 
but he fcemed to hear me without furprize, and 
iniifted, that the letters, to which I alluded, and 
which he had often feen, were monumental 
charadlers never ufed in booksj and intended 
cither to conceal fome religious myfteries from 
the vulgar, or to difplay the art of the fculptor, 
lik^e the embellifhed Cufick and Ndgari on fe- 
veral jirahian and India monuments* He won- 
dered, that any man could ferioufly doubt the 
antiquity of iht Pablavt letters ; and v\ truth 
the infcription behind the horfe of Rujtam, 
which NiEBUHR has alfo given us, is apparently 
Pablaviy and might with fome pains be decy- 
phered : that charadter was extremely rude, and 
feems to have been written, like the Roman and 
the ArabicK in a variety of hands; for I re- 
member to have examined a rare coUedlion of 
old Perjian coins in the Mufeum of the great 
Anatomift, William Hunter, and, though I 
believed the legends to be Pablavi, and had no 
doubt, that they were coins of Parthian kings^ 
yet I could not read the infcriptions without 
wafting more time, than I had then at command^, 
in comparing the letters and afcertaining die 
proportions, in which they feverally occurred. 
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iThe grofs Pablavi was improved by Zera- 
TUSHT or his difciples into an elegant and per- 
fpicuous charadter, in which the Zenddvejld was 
copied ; and both were written from the right 
hand to the left like other Chaldaick alphabets ; 
for they are manifeftly both of Chaldean origin; 
but the Zend has the fingular advantage of ex-* 
prefling all the long and fhort vowels, by dit- 
tin(3: marks, in the body of each word, and all 
the words are diftinguifhed by full points, be- 
tween them ; fo that^ if modern Per/ian Vere 
unmixed with Arabic kj it might be written in 
Zend with the greateft convenience, as any one 
may perceive by copying in that charad:er a few 
pages of the Sbdbndmah. As to the unknown 
kifcriptions In the palace of Jemshi'd, it may 
reafonably be doubted, whether they contain a 
fyftem of letters, which any nation ever adopted : 
in Jive of them the letters, which are fepafated 
by points, may be reduced to forty, at ledft I 
can diftinguifh no more eiTentially different; and 
they all feem to be regular variations and com- 
pofitions of a ftraight line and an angular figure 
like the head of a javelin, or a leaf (to ufe the 
language of botanifts) hearted an^ lanced. Many 
of the Runick letters appear to have been formed 
of fimilar elements ; and it has been obfervcd, 
that the writing at Perfepolis bears a ftrong Te- 
femblahce tc):that, which the Irijh call Ogham : 

YOU I. L , 
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the word J gam In Safifcrit means myjlerioiis 
knowledge I but I dare not affirm, that the two 
words had a common origin, and only mean to 
fuggeft, that, if the charadkers in qtieftion be 
really alphabetical, they were probably fecret 
and facerdotal, or a' mere cypher, perhaps, of 
which the priefts only had the key. They 
might, I imagine, be decyphered, if the language 
were certainly known ; but, in all the other in- 
fcriptions of the fame fort, the charaders are too 
complex, and the variations of them too nu- 
merous, to admit an opinion, that they could be 
fymbols of articulate founds ; for even the Nd^ 
gart fyftem, which has riiore diftin£t letters than 
any known alphabet, cohfiflis only of forty-nine 
fimple characters, two of which are mere fub- 
ftitutions, and four of little ufe in Sanfcrit or in 
any other language ; while the more complicated 
figures, exhibited by Niebuhr, niuft be as nu- 
merous at leaft as the Chinefe keys, which are 
the figns of ideas only, and fome of Which fe- 
femble the old Perjian letters at Ijtakbr:' khc 
Danijh traveller was convinced from his Own 
obfervation, that they were written from the 
left haiid, like all the characters ufed hj Hindu 
nations j but I muft leave this dark fubjefl:^ 
which I cannot illuminate,' with a remark for- 
merly made by myfelf, that the f<|uare Chaldaick 
letters, a few of which" arefouncl-bn the JPerJian 
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hiins, appear to have been originally the fame 
With the Dhandgari^ before the latter were en- 
elofed, as we now fee theni) in angular frames. 

IL The primeval religion of hun^ if we rely 
bn the authorities adduced by Mohsani Fa'ni'; 
was that, which Newton calls the oldeft (an4 
it may juftly be callfed the nobleft) of all reli- 
gions ; ** a firm belief, that One Suprfeme God 
*' made the world by his power, and continually 
" governed it by his providence ; a pious fear, 
" love, and adoration of Him ; a due reverence 
*^ for parents and aged perfons ; a fraternal affec- 
*' tion for the whole human fpecies, and a com-* 
** paflionate tendernefs even for the brute crea- 
•* tion.'* A fyftem of devotion fo pure and fub- 
lime could hardly among mortals be of long 
duration ; and we learn from the Dalijian, that 
the popular worfhip of the Iranians under Hu - 
SHANG was purely Sabian; a word, of which I 
cannot offer any certain etymology, but which 
has been deduced by grammarians from Said^ a 
bojlj and, particularly the bojt of heaven, or the 
celejiial bodies^ in the adoration of which the 
Sabian ritual is believed to have confided : there 
is a defcription, in the learned work juft men- 
tioned, of the feveral Perjian temples dedicated 
to the Sun and Planets, of the images adored in 
them^ and of the magnificent proceffions to them 

on prefcribed feftivals, one of which is probably 

L i 
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reprefented by fculpture in the ruined city ef 
Jemshi'd ; but the planetary worfhip in Ferjia 
feems only a part of a far more complicated re- 
ligion, which we now find in thefe Indian pro- 
vinces ; for MoHSAN aflures us, that, in the opi- 
nion of the beft informed Ferjians, who profefled 
the faith of Hu'sh ang, diftinguifhed froni that 
of Zeratusht, the fifft monarch of Iran and 
of the whole earth was Maha'ba'd, a word ap- 
parently Sanfcrit, who divided the people into 
four orders, the religious^ the military, the cort- 
merciaU and ihefervile^ to which he affigned 
names unqueftionably the fame in their origin 
. with thofe now applied to the four primary claffes 
- of the Hindus. They added, that He received 
from the creator, and promulgated among men, 
. a /acred book in a heavenly language^ to which 
the Mufelman author gives the Arabick title of 
de/atir, or regulations, but the original name of 
which he has not mentioned; and th^xfourtem 
Maha'ba'ds had appeared or would appear in 
human fhapes for the government of this world : 
now when we know, that the Hindus believe in 
fourteen Menu's, or celeftial perfonages with 
. fimilar fundions, the Jirji of whom left a book 
of regulatiofiSj or divine ordinances^ which they 
hold equal to the Feda, and the language of 
which they believe to be that of the Gods, we 
Cantiardly doubt, that the firft corruption of .the 
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pfireft and oldeft religion was the fyftem of In^ 
dian Theology, invented by the Brdbmaris and 
prevalent in thefe territories, where the book of 
Maha'ba D or Menu is at this hour the ftand- 
ard of all religious and moral duties. The ac- 
ceffion of Cayu'mers to the throne of Ferjia^ 
in the eighth or niiith century before Christ, 
fcems to have been accompanied by a confider- 
able revolution both in government and religion : 
he was moft probably of a different race from 
the Mababddians^ who preceded him, and began 
perhaps the new fyftem of national faith, which 
Hu'sHANG, whofe name it bears, completed; 
but the reformation was partial ; for, while they 
rejected the complex polytheifm of their pre- 
deceflbr^, they retained the laws of Ma ha bad, 
with a fuperftitious veneration for the fun, the 
planets, and fire ; thus refembling the Hindu 
feds, called S auras and Sdgnicas, the fdcond 
of which is very numerous at Banares, where 
many aguihotras are continually blazing, and 
where the Sdguicd's, when they enter on their 
facerdotal office, kindle, with two pieces of the 
hard wood Se7ni^ a fire which they keep lighted 
through their lives for their nuptial ceremony, 
the performance of folemn facrifices, the obfe- 
quies of departed anceftors, and their own funeral 
pile. This remarkable rite was continued by 
Zera TUSHT ; who reformed the old religion by 
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the addition of genii, or angels, prefiding ovei? 
months and days, of new ceremonies in the ve- 
neration fhown to fire, of a new work, which he 
pretended to have, received from heaven, and, 
above all, by eftablifhing the aftual adoration of 
One Supreme Being ; he was born, according tq 
Mows AN, in the diftrift of Rai ; and it was He, 
not, asAMMiANus aflerts, his protedor GusH- 
TASB, who travelled into India, that he might 
receive information from the Brabmans in theo^ 
logy and ethicks. It is barely poffible, that Py- 
thagoras knew him in the capital of Iraki 
but the Grecian fage muft then have been far 
advanced in years, and we have no certain evi-r 
dence. of an intercourfe between the two phi- 
lefophers. . The reformed religion of Perjia 
pontinued in force, till that country was fubdued 
by the Mufelmans; and, without ftudying the 
Zend^ we have ample information concerning it 
in the modern Perjian writings of feveral, who 
profeffed it. Bahman always named Zera'- 
TUSHT, with reverence ; but he was in truth a 
jiure Theift, and ftrongly difclaimed any adora- 
tion of the fire or other elements : he denied, 
** that the dodtrine of t^o coeval principles, fu- 
premely good and fuprcmely ba^, formed any 
part of his faith ; and he often repeated with 
pmphafis the verfes of Firdauri on the prof- 
oration of Gyrus and his paternal grandfather 
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before the blazing altar : " Think not, that they 
** were adorers of fire ; for that element was 
" only an exalted object, on the luftre of which 
^' they fixed their eyes j they humbled them- 
*' felves a whole week before Gop ; and, if thy 
** underftanding be ever fo little exerted, thou 
" muft acknowledge thy dependence on the 
^* being fupremely pure." In a (lory of Sadi, 
near the clofe of liis beautiful Bujidn, concern- 
ing the idol of So'manaVh, or Maha'de'va, 
he confounds the religion of the Hindus with 
that of the Gabrs, calling the Brdbmans not only 
Mogbs, (which might be juftified by a paflage in 
the Mefftavi) but even readers of the Zend and 
Pazend: now, whether this confufion proceeded 
from real or pretended ignorance, I cannot de- 
cide, but am as firmly ponvinced, that the doc- 
trines of the Zend were diftind from thofe of 
the Veda, as I am that the religion of the Brdh- 
numSj with whom we converfe every day, pre- 
vailed in Fer/ia before the acceffion of Cayu- 
MERs, whom the Parsi's^ from^ refpedt to his 
memory, confider as the firft of naen, although 
they believe in an univerfal deluge before his 
reign. 

With the religion of the old Perfians their 
philofopby, (or ajs much as we know of it) was 
intimately coanedtedj for they were affiduous 
Qbfervei:s 9f the luminaries, whicjh they a.dored. 
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and eftablifhed, according to MoHSAN, who 
confirms in fome degree the fragments of Be- 
Kosus, a number of artificial cycles with diftin<3: 
names, ^ which feem to indicate a knowledge of 
the period, in which the equinoxes appear to re- 
volve: they are faid alfo to have known the 
moft wonderful powers of nature, and thenpe to 
have acquired the fame qf magicians and en- 
chanters ; but I will pnly detain you with a few 
remarks on that metaphyfical theology, which 
has been profefled immemorially by a numerous 
fed of Perjians and Hindus^ was carried in part 
into Greece, and prevails even now amdng the 
learned Mufelrnans^ whp fometimes avow it with- 
out referve. xThe modern philofophers of this 
perfuafion are called SiiJVSj either from the 
Qreek word for a fage, or from the woollen 
mantle, which they ufed to wear in fome pro- 
vinces of Perfia : their fundamental tenets are, 
that nothing exifts abfolutely but God; that the 
human foul is an emanation from his eflence, 
and, though divided for a time from its heavenly 
fpurce, will be finally re-united with it ; that the 
higheft poffible happinefs will arife from its re- 
union, and that the chief good of mankind, in 
this tranfitory world, confifts in as perfect 3i,n 
union with the Eternal Spirit as the incumbrances 
of a mortal frame will allow ; that,'for this pur- . 
pofe, they fhould break all connexion (or tadlluky 
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as they call it), with extrinfick objects, and pafs 
through life without attachments, as a fwimmer 
in the ocean ftrikes freely without the impe- 
diment of clothes ; that they fhould be ftraight 
and free as the cyprefs, whofe fruit is hardly 
p.erc€ptible, and not fmk under a load, like fruit- 
trees attached to a trellis ; that, if mere earthly 
charms have power to influence the foul, the 
idea of celeftial beauty muft overwhelm it in 
extatick delight ; that, for want of apt words to 
exprefs the divine perfedtions and the ardour of 
devotion, we muft borrow fuch expreflions as 
approach the neareft to our idea§, and fpeak of 
Beauty and Love in a tranfcendent and myftical 
fenfe ; that, like a reed torn from its native bank, 
like zvax feparated from its delicious honey, the 
foul of man bewails its difunion with melancholy . 
mujicky and (beds burning tears, like the lighted 
taper, waiting paffionately for the moment of its 
extinction, as a difengagemcnt from earthly 
trammels, and the means of returning to its Only 
Beloved^Such in part (for I omit the mi- ~ 
nuter and more fubtil metaphy ficks of the Sufi's^ 
which are mentioned in the Pabijlan) is the 
wild and enthufiaftick religion of the modern 
Perjian poets, efpecially of the fweet Ha fiz ^ 
and the great Mqulavt: fuch is the fyftem of 
the Veddnti philofophers and beft lyrick poets of 
India 5 and,, as it was a fyftem of the higheft an- 
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tiquity in both nations, it may be added to the 
many other proofs of an immemorial affinity 
|)etween them. 

III. On the ancient monuments of Perfian 
fculpture and architedture we have already mad? 
fuch obfervations, as were fufficient for our pur- 
pofe ; nor will you be furprized at the diverfity 
between the figures at Elepbantay which are ma- 
liifeftly Hindu, and thofe at Perfepolis, which 
are merely Sabian, if you concur with me in 
believing, that the Takhti Jemjbid was ereded 
after the time of Cayu'mers, when the Brdb-t 
mans had migrated from Iran, and when their 
intricate mythology had been fuperfeded by the 
fimpler adoration of the planets and of fire. 

IV. As to the fciences or arts of the old Per^. 
JianSy I have little to fay; and no complete evi- 
dence of them feems to exift. Mohsan fpeaks 
more than once of ancient verfes in the Pablavi 
language ; and Bah man aflured me, that fome 
fcanty remains of them had been prefervcd: 
their mufick and painting, which Niza'mi ce-? 
lebrated, have irrecoverably pcrifhed j andin re- 
gard to Ma'ni', the painter and impoftor, whole 
book of drawings called Artang^ which he pre-, 
tended, to be5'divine, is fuppofed to have been 
deftroy€d By the Cbinefe, in whofe dominions 
he had fought refuge, the whole tale is too mo- 
dern to throw any light on the queftions before 
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pS cpncerning the origin of nations and the inr 
habitants of tl^e primitive world. 

Thus has it been proved by clear evidence and 
plain reafoning, that a powerful monarchy was 
eftabliflied in Iran long before the JJfyrian, or 
Fijhdddi^ governiAent ; that it was in truth a 
Hindu mx>narchy, though, if any chufe to call it 
Cujianj Cafdean, ox Scytbiany we fhali not entdr 
into a debate on mere names ; that it fubfifted, 
many centuries^ and that its hiftory has been in- 
grafted on that of the Hindus^ who founded thc: 
monarchies, of jlyodhya and Indraprejlha ; 'that, 
the language pf the firft Perjian empire was the 
mother of the Sanfcrity and confequently of the 
Zendy 2ind Parji^ as well as pf Greeks Latin, and 
Gotbick J that the language of the JJfyrians was 
the parent of Cbaldaick and. Pablavi^ and that 
the primary Tartarian langus^ge alfo had been 
current in the fame empire; although, as the 
Tartars had no books or even letters, we cannot 
with certainty trace their unpolilhed and variable 
idioms. We difcover, therefore, in Per/ia, .at 
the earlieft dawn of hiftory, the three diftinA 
races of men, whom we defcribed on former ofc- 
cafions as pofTeflbrs of India^ Arabia^ TaHary ; 
and, whether they were collected in Iran from 
diftant regions, or diverged from it,^ as from a 
common centre, we-ihall eafily determine by the 
following confiderations. Let us obferve in thc. 
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firft place the central pofitidn of Iran^ which is 
bounded by Arabia^ by Tartary^ and by India j 
whilft Arabia lies contiguous to Iran only, but 
is remote from Tartary, and divided even from 
the Ikirts of India by a confiderable gulf; no 
country, therefore, but Perjia feems likely to 
. have fent forth its colonies to all tfte 'kingdoms 
oi AJia: the ^Brdhmans could never have mi- 
grated from India to Iran, becaufe they are ex- 
prefsly forbidden by their oldeft exifting laws to 
leave the region, which they inhabit at this day; 
the Arabs have not even a tradition of an emi- 
gration into Perjia before Mohammed, nor had 
they indeed any inducement to quit their beau- 
tiful and extenfive domains; and, as to the Tar-* 
tars, we^haye no trace in hiftory of their depar- 
ture from their plains and forefts, till the invafion 
of the Medes, who, according t© etymologifts, 
were the fons of Mad a i, and even they were 
conduced by princes of an AJfyrian family. 
The three races, therefore, whom we have already 
mentioned, (and more thaii three we have not 
yet found) migrated from Iran, as -from their 
common country ; and thus the Saxon chronicle, 
I prefume from good authority, brings the firft 
inhabitants of Britain from Armenia \ while a 
late very learned writer concludes, after all his 
laborious refeatches, that the Goths or Scythians 
came from Perjia; and another contends with 
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. great force, that both the Irijb and old Britons 
proceeded feverally from the borders of the Caf^ 
plan ; a coincidence of concluiions from differerlt 
media by perlons wholly unconneded, which 
could fcarce have happened, if they were not 
grounded on foiid principles. We may there- 
fore hold this propofition firmly eftablifhed, that 
Iran, or Ferfia in its largeft fenfe, was the true 
centre of population, of knowledge, of languages, 
and of arts ; which, iiiftead of travelling weft- 
ward only, as it has been fancifully fuppofed, or 
eaftward, as might with equal reafon have been 
afTerted, were expanded ia all dirediOns to all 
the regions of the world, in which the Hindu 
race had fettled under various denominations : 
but, whether JJia has not produced other races 
of men,^diftina from the Hindus^ the Arabs, or 
the Tartars, or whether any apparent diverfity 
may not have fprung from an intermixture of 
thofc three in different proportions, muft be the 
fubjedl of a future inquiry. There is another 
queftion of more immediate importance, which 
you, gentlemen, only can decide ; namely, " by 
" w^hat means we can preferve our Society from 
** dying gradually away, as it has advanced gra- 
** dually to its prefent (fhall I fay flourifhihg or 
" languifhing ?) ftate." It has fubfifted five years 
without anyexpenfetothe members of it, until the 
firft volume of our Tranfadions was publifhed ; 
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and the price of that large volume, if we com- 
pare the differetit values of money in Bengal 
and in England ^ is not more than equal to the 
annual contribution towards the charges of the 
Royal Society by each of its fellows, who may 
not have chofen to compound for it on his ad- 
miffion : this I mention, not from an idea that 
any of us could objeft to the- purchafe of one 
copy at leaft, but from a wifli to inculcate the 
neceffity of our common exertions in promoting 
the fale of the work both here and in London. 
In vain fhall we meet, as a literary body, if our 
meetings fhall ceafe to be fupplied with original 
diflertations and memorials; and in vain ifliall 
we colledl the mod interefting papers, if we 
xannot publifh. them occafionally without ex- 
pofing the Superintendents of the Company's 
prefs, who undertake to print them at their own 
hazard, to the danger of a confiderable lofs : by 
united efforts the French have compiled their 
flupendous repofitories of univerfal knowledge ; 
and by united efforts only can we hope to rival 
them, or to diffufe over our own country and 
the refl of Europe the lights attainable by our 
AJiatick Refearches. 
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Al^NIVERSARY DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED 25 FEBRUARY, 1790. 
THE PRESIDENT. 



GENTLEMEN, 

Although we are at this moment confider- 
ably nearer to the frontier of China than to tl^ 
fartheft limit of the Britijb dominions in Hm- 
dujldn, yet the firft ftep, that we fhall take iii 
the philofophical journey, which I propofe for 
your entertainment at the prefent meeting, will 
carry us to the utmoft verge of the habitable 
globe known to the beft geographers of old 
Greece and Egypt \ beyond the boundary of 
whofe knowledge we fhall difcern from the 
heights of the northern mountains an empite 
nearly equal in furfacc to a fquare of fifteen de- 
grees; an empire, of which Tdo not mean to 
afRgn the pfecife limits, but which we may con- 
fider, for the purpofe of this diflfertatiOn, as em- 
braced bri two fides hjTartary and Indiay'v^hMt. 
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the ocean feparates its other fides from Various 
AJiatick ifles of great importance in the com- 
mercial fyftem of Europe r: annexed to that im- 
menfe trad of land is the pfeninfula of CoreUi 
which a vaft oval bafon divides from Nifon or 
yapan^ a celebrated and imperial ifland, bearing 
in arts and in arms, in advantage of fituation 
biit not in felicity of government, a pre-emi- 
nence among eaftern kingdoms analogous to 
that of Britain among the nations of the weft. 
So many climates are included in fo prodigious 
an area, that, while the principal emporium of 
China lies nearly under the tropick, its metro- 
polis enjoys the temperature of Samarkand ^ 
fuch too is the diverfity of foil in its fifteen pro- 
vinces, that, while fome of them are exquifitely 
fertile, richly cultivated, and extremely populous, 
others are barren and rocky, dry and unfruitful, 
with plains as wild or mountains as rugged as 
any in Scytbiay and thofe either wholly deferted^ 
or peopled by favage hordes, who, if they be not * 
ftill independent, have been very lately fubdued 
by the perfidy, rather than the valour, of a mo- , 
narch, who has perpetuated his own breach of 
faith in a Chinefe poem, of which I have feen a; 
tranflation. 

The word Cbina^ concerning which I fhalt 
offer fome new remarks, is well known to the 
people, whom we call the Chinefe i but they 
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never apply it (I fpeak df the learned aftiong" 
them) to themfdves or to their country : them* • 
felves, according to Father Vi'SDEtot;, they de- 
fcribe as the people of HaI^, or of fome other 
iUuftrious family, by the memory of whofe ac- 
tions they flatter their national pride ; axid theit 
country they call Cbum-cu^, or the Central King-* 
doMf reprefenting it in their fymbolical charac^** 
ters by a parallelogram exadly biflcffted: at 
other times they diftinguifh it by the woTds 
Tien-bia, or fFbat is under Heaven^ meaning all 
that is valuable on Eartb. Since they never name 
themfelves with moderation, they would have' 
no right to complain, if they knew, that Eunn 
peon authors have ever fpoken of them in the 
extremes of applaufe or of cenfure: by fome 
they have been extolled as the oldeft and th^ 
wifeft, as the moft learned and moft ingenious, 
of nations ; whilft others have derided their 
pretenlions to antiquity, condemned their govern- 
ment as abominable, and arraigned their man- 
ners as inhuman, without allowing them an 
element of fciencc, or a fingle art, for which 
they have not been indebted to fome more an- 
cient aiid more civilized race of men. The truth 
perhaps lies, where we ufually find it, between 
the extremes ; but it is not my defign to accufe* 
or to defend the Cbinefe^ to deprefe or to ag- 
grandize them : I Ihall confine myfelf to thedif- 

VOL. I. M 
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cu^on of a queftion conneded with my former 
difcouifes, and farlefs eafy tx) be folved than any 
hitberto ftarted* ** Whence came the lingular 
^. people, who long had governed Chinas before 
*' they were conquered by the Tartars f^^' On 
t^s problem, the fblution of which has no con- 
cern, indeed, with our political or commercial 
interefts, but a very material connexion, if I 
miftake not, with interefts of a higher nature, 
four opinions have been advanced, and all radier 
peremptorily aflerted, than fupported by argu- 
ment and evidence. By a few writers it ha» 
been urged, that the Cbinefe are an ori^nal race, 
who have dwelled for ages, if not from eternity, 
in the land, which they now poflfeis ; by others, 
and chiefly by die miflionaries, it is inflfled, that 
they fpiang from the fame flock with the He^ 
brews and Ardbs ; a third aflertion is that of the 
jirabs themfeives and of M. Pauw, who hold it 
indubitable, that they were originally Tartars 
defcending in wild clans from the fteepsr oilmaus ; 
and a fourth, at leaf): as dogmatically pronounced 
as any of the preceding, is that of the Brdbmem^ 
who decide, without allowing any appeal from 
their dedfion, that the Chinas (for fo they are 
named in Sanfcrit) were Hindus^ of the CJhatriya, 
or military, clafs, who, abandoning the privileges 
of their tribe, rambled in diflferent bodies to the 
abrth-^eail of Bengal yznd^ forgettisg by degreed 
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thfe rites and religion bf their anceftors, eftablifli- 
ied feparate principairties, which were afterwards 
united in the plains and valleys, which are now 
|>oflefled by them. If any one of the three laft 
opinions be juft, the firft of them muft necef- 
farily be reliriquiflied j but of thofe three, the 
firft cannot poffibly be fuftained; becaufe it 
refls on no firmer fupport than a foolifli remark, 
whether truepr fatfe, that Sem in Chinefe means 
life and procreation ; and becaufe a tea-plant is 
iiot more difforent from a palm^ than a Chinefe 
from an :^d) : they are men, indeed, as the tea 
and the palm are vegetables; but human faga-. 
city could not, I believe, difcover any other trace 
of refemblance between them. One of the ArahSy 
indeed,"an account of whofe voyage to India and 
CUmi hasbeen tranflated byREN axjdot, thought 
the Chinefe not only handfomer (according to 
his ideas of beauty) Chan the -HiWw5, but^evea 
more likfe his own countrymen in features, ha-^ 
biliments, carriages, manners and ceremonies; 
and this may be trufe, without proving an aftual 
refemblance between the Chinefe and Arabs, ex- 
cept in drefsand complexion. The next opinion 
ife more conneft'cd with that of the Brdhmens^ 
than M. Pauw, probacy, imagined; for though 
he tcHs us exprefsly, that by Scythians he meant 
the Turks or Tartars j yet the dragon on the 
fi^»dai?(I| ahd fome other peculiarities^ frqm 
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which he would infer a clear affinity betweett 
the old Tartars and the Cbinefe, belonged indu- 
bitably to thofe Scythians^ who are known to 
have h^tnGothsi and the Gotbs had manifeftly 
a common lineage with the Hindus^ if his own 
argument, in the preface to his Refearches, on 
the ftmilarity of language, be, as all men agree 
that it is, irrefragable. That the Cbinefe were 
anciently oi 2l Tartarian ftock, is a propofition, 
which I cannot otherwife difprove for the pre- 
fent, than by infifling on the total diflimilarity 
of the two Taces in manners and arts, particularly 
in the fine arts of imagination, which the Tar^ 
tars J by their own account, never cultivated ; but, 
if we fliow ftrong grounds for believing, that 
the firft Cbinefe were adually of an Indian race, 
it will follow that M. Pauw and the Jrabs are 
miftaken : it is to the difcuffion of this new and, 
in my opinion, very interefting point, that I 
{hall confine the remainder of my difcourfe* 

In the Sanfcrit Inftitutes of Civil and Reli- 
gious Duties, revealed, as the Hindus believe, by 
Menu, the fon of Brahma', we find the fol- 
lowing curious paflage : ** Many families of thC; 
<' military clafs, having graduairy abandoned the 
** ordinances of the Veda^ and the company of 
*^ Brdbmens^ lived in a ftate of degradation ; as 
*^ the people of Pundraca and Odra^ thofe of 
^VjDrauVa and Carnboja^ the Tavanas ^ Sacas^ 
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** the Parados and Pablavas, the Chinas and 
** fome other nations." A full comment on 
this text would here be fuperfluous ; but, fince 
the teftimony of the Indian author, who, though 
certainly not a divine pcrfonage, was as certainly 
a, very ancient lawyer, moralift, and hiftorian^ 
is diredt and pofitive, difmterefted and unfuf- 
peded, it wquld, I think, decide the queftioa 
before us, if we could be fure, that the word 
China lignified a Chinefe^ as all the Pandits^ 
whom I have feparately confulted, aflert with 
one voice: they allure me, that the Chinas of 
Menu fettled in a fine country to the north-eaft 
of Gaur^ and to the eaft of Cdmariip and Nepal ^^ 
that they have long been, and ftill are, famed as 
ingenious artificers; and that they had them-^ 
felves feen old Cbinefe idols, which bore a ma- 
hifeft relation to the primitive religion of India 
before Buddha's appeirance in it. A well- 
informed Pandit fhowed me a Sanfcrit book in 
Cajbmirian letters, which, he faid, was revealed 
by SrVA himfelf, and entitled SaSlifangama: he 
read to me a whole chapter of it on the heter(^ 
dox opinions of the Chinas^ who were divided, 
fays the author, into near two hundred clans. 
I then laid before him a map of JJia ; and, 
when I pointed to Cajhmir^ his own country, he 
inftantly placed his finger on the north-weftern 
provinces of China^ where the Chinas, he iaid. 
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firft eflablifhed themfelves; but he added^ that 
MabdcbinUj which was alfo x mentioned in hia 
book, extended to the eaftern and ibuthern 
oceans. I believe, neverthelefs, that the Cbinefe 
empire, as we now call it, was not formed whea 
the laws of Meni/ were colleiSted ; and for this 
belief, fo repugnant to the general opinion, I 
am bound to offer my reafons. If the outline 
of hiftory and chronology for the laft two thou- 
fand years be corrcdlly traced, (and we muft be 
hardy fcepticks to doubt it) the poems of Ca - 
3L Ida's were compofed before the beginning of 
our era : now it is clear, from internal and ex- 
ternal evidence, that the Rdmdyan and Mabdby 
bdrat were confiderably older than the produc* 
tions of that poet; and it appears from the 
ftyle and metre of the Dberma Sdjlra revealed 
by Menu, that it was reduced to writing long 
before the age ofVA^LMjc or Vya'sa, the fecond 
of wl?om names it with applaufe : w? fliaU not« 
therefore, be thought extravagant, if we^ place 
the compiler of thofe laws between a thoufand 
^d fifteen hundred years before Christ ; ef« 
pecially as Buddha, whofe age i$ pretty well 
afcertained, is not ^lentioned \r\ them ; but, in 
the twelfth century before our era, the Cbinefe 
empire was at leaft in its cradle. This fadt it ia 
neceffary to prove j and my firft witnefs is Con« 
Fucjus himfelf. I imow to what k«cn fjitire I 
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flialJ cxpofe myfelf by citing that philofophcr; 
after the hitter farcafms of M. Pauw againft 
him and againft the tranflators of his mutilated^ 
but valuable, works : yet I quote without fcruple 
the book entitled Lun Tu, of which I poflefs the 
49riginal with a verbal tranflation, and which I 
know to be fufficiently authentick for my prefent 
purpofe : in the fecond part of it Con-fu-tsu 
declares, that *^ Although he, like other meii^ 
** could relate, as mere lefTons of morality, the 
^ hiftories of the firft aiid fecond imperial houfes, 
^* yet, for want of evidence^ he could give no 
^< certain account of them/* Now, if the Q)U 
nefe themfelves do not even pretend, that any 
hiftorical monuments exifted, in the age of 
Confucius, preceding the rife of their third 
dynafty about eleven hundred years before the 
Cbriftian epoch, we may juftly conclude, that 
the reign of Vu'vam was^in the infancy of their 
empire, which hardly grew to maturity till (bme 
ages after that prince ; and it has been aflerted 
by very learned Europeans, that even of the third 
dynafty, which he has the fame of having raifed, 
no unftifpefted memorial can now be produced. 
It was not till the eighth century before the birth 
of our Saviour, that a fmall kipgdom was eredted 
in the province of Sben-^si, the capitalx)f which 
ftood nearly in the tbirty-fiftb degree of northern 
latitude, and about /v^ degrees to the weft ctf 
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pi-gan: both the country and its metropolis 
firere call|^ Qfini and the dominion of its princes 
was gradually extended to the eaft and weft. A 
king of Cbky who makes a figure in the Sbdb^ 
ndmab among the allies of Apr a siy Vb, was, I 
prefumg, a foverfsigii pf the country juft meur 
tioned ; ^^^d ihp river of Cbirif which the poet 
frequently names as the limit of his eaftem geo- 
jgraphy, feems to have been the Telhw River^ 
svhich the Cbinqfe jntrpdjipe ^ the beginning of 
their fabulou§ annals: I ihpuld be tempted to 
pxpatiate pn fo cpripus a fnbjisdl; hut the pre* 
fent opcaiion aUpws npthing fuperfluous^ apd 
permits me only tp add, tha( Mw^hbdtk died, 
in the middle pf the thirteenth century, before 
the pity of C^m, ^hich was afterwards taken by 
KuBLAi, and that the poets pf Iran perpetually 
allude tp the diftri<ils arpund it which they ce- 
lebrate, virith CbegU and Kboten^ for a number 
pf muik-animaU rpving on their hills. The 
territory of Cbin^ fp called by the pld Hindus;^ 
by the Perfums^ and by the Cbinefe (while the 
Greeks and ArqffS we^^e pbliged by their defe^ve 
articulation to piifpal.it Sin) gave its natne to a 
race of emperp|'$, whpie tyranny made their 
inempry fo unpopular, that the modern inha? 
Jjitants pf Qbim hpld the word in abhorrence; 
and fpeak of themfelves as the people of a milder 
^nd ?nore virtuous dynaftyj but it is highly 



Digitized by 



Google 



ON THE CHINESE. 147 

probable that the whole Hation defcended front 
the Chinas of Menu, and, mixing with the Taf^ 
tarSy by whom the pldns of HoTian and the 
more fouthcrn provinces were thinly inhabited^ 
formed by degrees the race of men, whom we 
now fee in pofleifion of the nobleft epipire in 
Jfia. 

In fupport of an opinion, which I offer as the 
refult of long and anxious inquiries, I ihould re^ 
gularly proceed to examine the language and let* 
ters, religion and philofophy, of the prefent Cbi<^ 
nefcj and fubjoin fome remarks on their ancient 
monuments, on their fciences, and on their arts 
both liberal and mechanical: but their fpoken 
language^ not having been prefcrved by the ufual 
fymbols of articulate founds, muft have been for 
many ages in a continual flux ; their letters^ if 
we may fo call them, are merely the fymbols of 
ideas ; their popular religion was imported from 
India in an age comparatively modem; and their 
pbilofopby feems yet in fo rud^e a ftate, as hardly 
to deferve the appellation j they have no ancient 
monuments, from which their origin can be traced 
pven by plaufible conjefture ; thttr fciences are 
wholly exotick ; and their mechanical arts have 
nothing in them charafteriftick of a particular 
family ; nothing, which any fet of men, in a 
country fo highly favoured by nature, might not 
have dtifcovered and improvedi. They have in«r 
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deed, both natioaal mufick and national poetry, 
;suid both of chem beautifully pathetick ; but of 
painting, fculpture, or architeOiure, as arts of 
Imagination, they feem (like other AJiaUcks) to 
have no idea. Inftead, therefore, of enlarging 
feparately on each of thofe heads, I fhall briefly 
inquire, how far the literature and reUgiow pracr 
tices of China confirm or oppofe the prc^ofttion| 
fvhich I have advanced. 

The declared and fixed opinion of M. i^ii 
GuiGNES, on the fubje£t before us, is nearly 
conne&ed with that of the Brdbmens: he main<^ 
tains, that the Cbinefe were emigrants from 
^gypt; and die Egyptians^ or Ethiopians^ (for 
they were clearly the fame, people) had m^ 
dubitably a common origin with the old natives 
of India, as the aflSnity of their languages, and 
of their inftitutions, both religious and political, 
fully evinces ; but that China was peopled a few 
centuries before our era by a colony from the 
banks of jhe Nile, though neither Perfians nor 
Arabs y 2'artars nor Hindus, ever heard of fuch 
an ^migration, is a paradox, which the bare au-r 
thority even of fo l^rned a man cannot fuppon ; 
and, fmce reafoti grounded on fa£ts can alone 
decide fuch a queftion, we have a right tO; de- 
mand clearer evidence and ftronger arguments, 
than any that. he has adduced. The hierogly^ 
phicl^ of Mgypi bear, indee4> ar ftropg refem« 
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blance to the mythological fculptures and paint* 
ings of India, but fcem wholly diffimilar to the 
fymbolical fyftem of the Cbinefe, which m^bt 
eafily have been invented (as they affert) by aa 
individual, and might very naturally hav^ been 
contrived by the firft Chinas, orout^caft HinduS/^ 
who either never knew, or had forgotten, the 
alphabetical charaders of their wifer anceftors. 
As to the table and biifts of Isis, they feem to 
be given up as modern forgeries ; but, if they 
were indifputably genuine, they would be nothing 
to the purpofe ; for the letters on the buft ap- 
pear to have been deiigned as, alphabetical; and 
the fabricator of them (if they really were fa^ 
bricated in Europe) was uncommonly happy, 
fince two or three of them jtre exadly the fame 
with thofe on a metal pillar yet Handing in the 
north of India. In Egypt^ if we cart rely on 
the teftimony of the Greeks, who ftudied no 
language but their own,, there were two fets of 
alphabetical qharafkers j the one popular j like 
the various letters ufed in our Indian provinces 5 
and the other facerdotal^f like the Devanagari, 
efpecially that form of it, which we fee in the 
Fedd ; befides which they had two forts oifacred 
fculpture ; the one fimple, like the figures of 
PuDDH A and the three Ra'MAS ; and the other, 
^legorical, like the images of Gane'Sa, or Di-^ 
vine Wi/dom^f and Isa'nj^, or Nature^ with all 
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their emblematical accompaniments; but the 
real cbaraSier of the Cbinefe appears wholly 
diftin^ from any Egyptian writing, either myf- 
terious or popular ; and, as to the fancy of M. 
DE Ghignes, that the complicated fymbols of 
China were at firft no more than Pbenician mo- 

^ nograms, let us hope, that he has abandoned fo 
wild a conceit, which he ftarted pcobably with 
no other view than to difplay his ingenuity and 

' learning* 

We have ocular proof, that the few radical 
characters of the Cbinefe were originally (like 
our ailronomical and chymical fymbols) the pic- 
tures or outlines of vifible objects, op figurative 
figns for fimple ideas, which they have multiplied 
by the moft ingenious combinations and the 
livelieft metaphors ; but, as the fyftem is peculiar, 
I believe,to themfelves and the Japanefe^hwovXA 
be Tdly oftentatious to enlarge on it at prefent j 
and, for the reafons already intimated, it neither 
corroborates nor weakens the opinion, which I 
endeavour to fupport. The fame may as truly be 
faid of their fpoken language; for, independently 
of its conftant fluctuation during a feries of ages, 
it has the peculiarity of excluding four or five 
founds, which other nations articulate, and is 
clipped into monofyllables, even when the ideas 
cxprefled by them, and the written fymbols for 
thpfe ideas, are very complex. This has arMerf, 
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I fuppofcfrom the fingular habits of the people 5 
for, though their common tongue be fo tnujically 
accented as to form a kind of recitative, yet it 
wants thofe grammatical accents, without which 
all human tongues would appear monofyUabick: 
thus Amita^ with an accent on the firft fyllable, 
means, in the Sanfcrit language, immeafurable j^ 
and the natives of Bengal pronqunce it Omito; 
but, when the religion of Buddha, the fon of 
Ma'ya', was carried hence into Cbina^ the 
people of that country, unable to pronounce the 
name of their new God, called him Foe, the 
fon of Mo-YE, and divided his epithet Aniita 
into three fyllables O-mi-to, annexing to them 
certain ideas of their own, and exprefling them 
in writing by three diftindl fymbols. We may 
judge from this inftance, whether a comparifon 
of their fpoken tongue wjith the dialeds of other 
nations can lead to any certain conclufion as to 
their origin; yet the inftance, which I have 
given, fupplies me with an argument from ana-» 
logy, which I produce as conjectural dniy, but 
which appears more and more plaufible, (he^ 
oftener I confider it. The Buddha of the 
Hindus is unqueftionably the Foe of China.; but 
the great progenitor of the Chinefe is alfo name4 . 
by them Fo-hi, where the fecond mpwxfyllahl© 
fienifies, it feems, a viSlim : now the ^ti^jElor 
of that military tribe^ whom the Hindus oa^ ^hC; 
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Cbandravanfa, ct Children of the Mooh, Wd^» 
according td their Purdnas or legettd8> BudhA^ 
or the genius of the plaftet Mercury, frotti whom, 
in the fftb degree, defcended a prince named 
Druhya ; whom his father Yaya'ti fent in 
exile to the eaft of Hinduflafiy with this impre- 
cation, " may thy progeny be ignorant of the 
*^ Fida.''* The name of the baniflied prince 
could not be pronounced by thie modern Cbinefe\ 
and, though I dare not conjefture, that the kft 
fyflable of it has been changed into Yao, I may 
neverthelefs obferve that Yao was the fifth in 
defcent from Fo-hi, or at leaft the fifth mortal 
in the firft imperial dynafty; that all Cbinefe 
luftory before him is confidered by Cbinefe xk^m- 
felves as poetical or fabulous; that his father 
Ti-co, like the Indian king Yaya'ti, was the 
firft prince who married feveral women ; and 
that Fo-Hi, the head of their race, appeared, fay 
the Cbinefe, in a province of the weft, and held 
his court in the territory of Chin, where the 
rovers, mentioned by the Indian legiflator, are 
fuppofed to have fettled. Another circumftance 
in the parallel is very remarkable : according to 
father De Premare, in his trad on Cbinefe 
mythology, the mother of Fo-hi was the Daugh^ 
i^ of Heaven, furnamed Flower-loving, arid, as 
tlie nymph was walBng alone on the bank of a 
rwf -wiia fimilar name, ftxe foiund hetfelf on » 
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fudden encircled b)r a raiivi)&u>% fobii after whicH 
{he became pregnant, and at the end of twelve 
years was delivered of a fon radiant as herfelf, 
who, among other titles, had that of Su'i, of 
Star of the Tear* Now in the mythological 
fyftem of the Hindus , the nymph Ro'hini', who 
presides over the fourth lunar manfion, was the 
favourite miftrefe of So -ma, or the Moon, among 
whofe numerous epithets we find Cumudandyaca^ 
G€ Delighting in a fpecies of water^jkxver^ that 
bloflbms at night; and their offspring wks 
'Bud HA, regent of a planet, and called alfo, from 
the names of his parents, Rauhine'ya or 
Saumya : it is true, that the learned miffionary 
expkins the word Su'i by Jupiter i but an exa<9: 
refemblance between two fuch fables co,uld not 
have been expefted ; and it is fufficient for my 
purpofe, that they feem to have a family likenefs* 
The God Budha, fay the Indians, married It aV 
whofe father was preferved in a miraculous ark 
from an univerfal deluge : now, although I can-' 
not infill with confidence, that the rain-bow in 
the Chinefe fable alludes to the Mofaick narrative 
d£ the flood, nor build any folid argument ,oa 
the divine perfonage Niu»-va, of whofe cha- 
rafter, and even of whofe fex, the hiftorians of 
China fpeak very doubtfully, I may, neverthelefs^ 
ifiure you, after full inquiry and confideration, 
that the Chinefe, like the Hindus, believe thi$ 
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earth to have been wholly corered with wateir^ 
which) in work$ of undifputed authenticity, they 
defcribe as Jlowing abundantly, then fubjiding, 
and feparating the higher from the lower u^e of 
mankindi that the divijion of time^ from which 
their poetical hiftory begins, juft preceded the 
2tppearance of Fo-hi on the mountains of Cbin^ 
but that the great inundation in the reign of 
Yao was either confined to the lowlands of 
bis kingdom, if the whole account of it be nqt a 
fable, or, if it contain any allufion to the floods 
of Noah, has been ignorantly mifplaced by the 
Cbinefe annalifls. 

The importation of a new religion into Cbina^ 
in the firft century of our era, muft lead us to 
fuopofe, that the former fyftem, whatever it was, 
had been found inadequate to the purpofe of re« 
ftraiiiing the great body of the people from thofe 
offences againft confcience and virtue, which the 
civil power could not reach j and it is hardly 
poflible that, without fuch reftridions, any go- 
vernment could long have fubfifted with felicity; 
for no government can long fubfift without 
equal juftice, and juftice cannot be admii)iftered 
without the fanftions of religion. Of the re- » 
ligiqus opinions, entertained by Confucius and 
his followers, we may glean a general notion . 
from the fragments of their works tranflated by : 
Couplet : they profelTed a firm belief in the 
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ftipfeme GoDi and gave a demonftratioil of His 
being and of his providence from the exquifite 
beauty and petfe£kion of the celeftial bodies, and 
the wonderful order of nature in the whole fa- 
brick of the vifible world. From this belief 
they deduced a fyftem of Ethicks, which the 
philofopher fums up in a few words at the cloie 
of the Lun-yii : ** He," fays Confucius, *' who 
" fliall be fully perfuaded, that the Lord of 
** Heaven governs the univ^rfe^ who fhall in all 
*' things chufe moderation, who fliall perfe<9:ly 
*' know his own fpecies, and fp a£t among them, 
** that his life and manners may conform to his 
" knowledge of God and man, may be truly 
*' faid to difcharge all the duties of a fage, and 
" to be far exalted above the common herd of 
** the human race.'* But fuch a religion and 
fuch morality could never have been general ; 
and we find, that the people of China had an ^n^ 
tient fyftem of ceremonies and fuperftitions^ 
which the government and the philofophers ap- 
pear to have encouraged, and which has an ap^ 
parent affinity with fome parts of the oldeft /«- 
dian worfhip: they believed in the agency of 
genii or tutelary fpirits, prefiding over the ftars 
and the clouds, over lak^s and rivers, mountains; 
•valleys, and woods, over certain regions and 
towns, over all the elements (of which, like the 
Hindus^ ihtj xtc\om^ five) and particularly 

VOL. I. N ' 
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cvexjire^ the moft brilliant of them: to thofe 
deities they offered victims on high places ; and 
the following paflage from the Sbi-^in^ or Book 
oj Odes^ is very miich in the ftyle of the -Br^i&-' 
mam : " Even they, who perform a facrifice with 
•* due reverence, cannot perfectly affure them- 
** felves, that the divine fpirits accept their ob- 
^ lations j and fat lefs can they, who adore the 
•* Gods with languor and ofcitancy, clearly per- 
** ceive their facred illapfes." Thefe arc im- 
jWrfedt traces indeed, but they are traces, of ark 
affinity between the religion of Menu and that 
of the Chinas, whom he names among the apof- 
tates from it: M. Le Gfif^rxiL obferved, he fays, 
a^flrong refemblance between the faneral rites of 
the Chinefe and the Srdddha of the Hindus: 
and M. Bailly, after a learned inveftigation, 
concludes, that " Even the puerile and abfurd 
^ flories of the Chinefe fabulifls contain a rem- 
;** nant of ancient Indian hiftory, with a faint 
** jfketch of the firft Hindu ages/* As the Baudd^ 
has, indeed, wefe Hindus^ it may naturally be 
imagined, that they carried into China many 
ceremonies pradifed in their own country j 
but the Bauddbas pofitively forbad the immo- 
lation of cattle ; yet we know, that various ani- 
ihals, even bulls and men, were anciently fa- 
erificed by the Chinefe ; bcfides which wfe dif- 
cover many fingular marks of relation betwceii 
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theiti aiid the old Hindus : as in the remarkable 

period of four hundred and thirty two thoufandf 

and the cycle of Jijcty^ years ; in the predilefl:ioa 

for the myftical number ?une ; in many fimilif 

falls and great feftivals, efpecially at the folfticed 

and .equinoxes J in the juft-mentidned bbfequies 

confifting of rice and fruits offered to the manes 

of their anceftors ; in the dread of dying child-* 

lefs, left fuch offerings fhould be intermitted; 

and, perhaps, in their commdn abhorrence ot 

red objeSs, which the Indians carried fo far, 

that Menu himfelf, where he allows a Brdhmert 

to tride, if he cannot otherwife fiipport life, ab-^ 

folutely forbids ** his trafficking in any fort of 

" red cloths, whether linen or woollen, or made 

" of woven bark." All the circUmftances, which 

have been mentioned under the two heads of* 

literature and religion^ feeiA colle£kively to prove 

(as far as fuch a queftion admits proof) that th^ 

Chinefe and Hindus were originally the fame 

people, but having been feparated near four* 

thoufand years^ have retained few ftrong features 

of their ancient confanguinity, efpecially as the 

Hindus have preferved their old language and 

ritual, while the Chinefe very foon loft both, and 

the Hindus h^Yt conftantly intermarried among 

themfelves, while the Chinefe^ by a mixture of 

Tartarian blood foom the time of their firft 

efiablifhment, have at length formed a race 

N 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i5s The seventh mscot/RSE, 

diftind in appearance both from Indians and 
Tartars. 

A fiiiiilar diverfity has arifen, I beKevcy from 
fimilar caufes, between th€ people of China and 
Japan j on the fecond of which nations we have 
now, or foon fhall have, as corredt and as ample 
inftru£tion as can pofEbly be obtained without 
a perfect acquaintance with the Cbinefe charac- 
ters. KjBMPFER has taken from M. TrfsiNOH 
the honour of being the firft, and he from 
K^MPFER that of being the only, European, 
who, by a long refidence in Japan^ and a fami- 
liar intercourfe with the principal natives of it, 
has been able to colled; authentick materials for 
the natural and civil hiftory of a country fedudedj 
as the Romans ufed td fay of our own ifland, 
from the rejl of the world : the works of thofe 
iiluftrious travellers will confirm and embellifh 
efch other; and, when M. Tits-ingh fball 
have acquired a knowledge of Cbinefe^ to which 
a part of his leifure in Java will be devoted, his 
precious colledion of books in that language, on 
the laws and revolutions, the natural productions, 
the artSy manufadlures and fciences of Japan^ 
will be in Ms hands an inexhauftible mine of 
new and important infonnation. Both h« and 
his predeceflbr aflert with confidence, and,, I 
doubt not, with truth, that the Japanefi would 
refent, as an infult on their dignity, the base 
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foggeftion of their defcent from the Cbinefe^ 
whom they furpiafs in feveral of the mechanical 
arts, and| what is of greater confequence, in mi- 
litary fpirit ; but they d^ not, I underftand, 
mean to deny, that they are a branch of the 
fame ancient ftem with the people of China i 
and, were that fa<3: ever fo warmly contefted by 
them, it might be proved by an invincible ar- 
gument, if the preceding part of this difcourfe, 
on the origin of the Chinefe^ be thought to con- 
tain juft reafoning. In the firft place, it feems 
inconceivable, that the Japanefe^ who never 
appear to have been conquerors or conquered, 
fhould have adopted the whole fyftem of Cbinefe 
literature with all its inconveniences and intri- 
cacies, if an immemorial connexion had not fub- 
fifted between the two nations, or, in other 
words, if the bold and ingenious race, who peo- 
pled Japan in the middle of the thirteenth cen- 
tury before Christ, and, about fix hundred 
years afterwards, eftabliihed their monarchy, had 
not carried with them the letters and learning, 
which they and the Cbinefe had poflefled in 
^iommonj but my principal argument is, that* 
the Hindu or Egyptian idolatry 4ias prevailed in 
"Japan from the earlieft ages; and among the 
idols worfhipped, according to KiBMPFER, in 
that country, before the innovations of Sac y A or 
JByoDHAi wljpin thf Japmieje alfo qall Aa|ii>A| 
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wc find many of thofe, which wc fee every day 
in the temples of Bengal; particularly tbegod^ 
4efs with many drms^ reprefcnting the powers 
of Nature, in Egypt named Isis and hpre Isa ni' 
pr Isi', whofp image, as it is exhibited by the 
Qerman traveller, all the Brabtnans^ to whom I 
ihowed it, imnjediatejy recognized with a mix- 
pire of pleafure and enthufiafm. It is very true, 
that the C6m^ differ \yidely from the natives 
pf "Japan in their vernaciUar dialeds, in external 
manners, and perhaps \x\ the ftrength of their 
mental faculties ; bi)t as wide a difference is ob* 
fcrvable among all the nations of the Gotbick fa«p 
mily; and we might account even for a greater 
diffimilarity, by confidering the numbpr of ages, 
during which the feveral fwaxms have been fe^^ 
parated from the great Indian hive, tp which 
they primarily belonged. The modern Japanefe 
gave K-JEMPPER thg idea of polifhed Tartars*^ 
and it is reafonable tQ believe, that the people pf 
Japany who were oripnally Hindus of the mar* 
tial clafs and advanced farther eaftward than thfe 
Cibm^5, have, like them, infenfibly changed their 
• features and charafters by intermarriages with 
Various Tartarian tribes, whom they fpund 
loofely fcattered over their iflps, or who after- 
wards fixed their abode in them. 

Having ^ow fhowp in five difcourfes, that the 
Arabs dx\^ Tartars yrcre originally diftinfit r^ces. 
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while the Hindus^ Cbinefe, and Japanefe pro- 
ceeded from another ancient ftem, and that all 
the three flems may be traced to Iratiy as to a 
common centre, from which it is highly proba- 
ble, that they diverged in various diredtions 
about four thoufand years ago, I may feem to 
have accomplifhed my defign of inveftigating 
the origin of the AJiatick nations; but the 
queflions, which 1 undertook to difcufs, are not 
yet ripe for a ftrid analytical argument ; and it 
will firft be neceflary to examine with fcrupulous 
attention all th^ detached or infulated races of 
men, who either inhabit the borders of India, 
Arabia^ Tartary, Perjia, and China^ or are in- 
terfperfed in the mountainous and uncultivated 
'parts of thofe extenfive regions. To this exa- 
mination I fhall, at our next annual meeting, 
allot an entire difcoiufe; and if, after all our in- 
quiries, no more than three primitive races can 
be found, it will be a fubfequent confideratioi^ 
whether thofe three ftocks had one common 
root, and, if they had, by what means that root 
was preferved amid the violent fhocks, which 
our whole globe appears evidently tp have fuf- 
tained. 
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THE EIGHTH 

ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED 34 FEBRUARY, 17ftl. 



TIfE PRESIDENT. 



GENTLEMEN, 

We have taken a general view, at our five I^ft 
annual meetings, of as many celebrated nations, 
whom we have proved, as far as the fubje<3: ad- 
mits of proof, to have defcended from three 
primitive flocks, which we ca.ll for the prefent 
Indian, Arabian, Tartarian j and we have near- 
ly travelled over all j4jia, if pot with a perfect 
coincidence of fen^iment;| at leaft, with as much 
pnanimity, as can be naturally pxpefled in a 
large body of men, each pf whom muft affert it 
ajS }iis right,, apd cpnfider it as hjis duty, to de- 
•cide on all points fpr himfelf, and never to de- 
cide on obfcure points without the bell evidence, 
that call poffibly be adduced: our travels will 
this day be. concluded, but our hiftorical re- 
fearches would have been left incomplete, if we 
}^d paffe^ \vithput atteixtiou over th?^ numerous 
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rac^s of borderers, who have long been eftablilhed 
on the limits of Arahia, Perjia, India, Cbina^ 
and Tartary ; orer the wild tribes refiding in the 
mountainous parts of thofe extenfive regions ; 
and the more civilized inhabitants of the iflandaf 
annexed by geographers to their AJiatick divifion 
of this globe. 

Let us take our departure from Idume near' 
the gulf of ElanitiSy and, having encircled AJia,' 
with fuch deviations from our courfe as the fulw 
je£t may require, let us return to the point, from 
which we began ; endeavouring, if we are able, 
to find a nation, who may clearly be fliown, by* 
juft reafoning from their language, religion, and 
manners, to be neither Indians^ Arabs^ nor T^r- 
tars, pure or mixed ; but always remembering, 
that any fmall family detached in an early age 
from their parent ftock, without letters, with 
few ideas beyond objects of the firft neceffity, 
and coiifequently with few words, and fixing 
their abode on a range of mountains, in art 
ifland^ or even in a wide region before unin- 
habited, might in four or five centuries people 
their new country, and would neceflarily form 
a new language with no perceptible traces, per- 
haps, of that fpoken by their anceftors. Edom 
or Idume, and Erythra or Pbcenice, had ori^ 
ginally, as many believe, a fimilar meaning, and 
werp derived from words demoting a f^^ colour^ 
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but, whatever be their derivation, it feems in-r 
4ubitable, that a race of men were anciently 
fettled in Idume and in Median^ whom the oldeft 
and beft Greek authors call Erytbreans; who 
were very diftind from the Arabs j and whom, 
* &om the concurrence of many ftrong teftimonies, 
we may fafely refer to the Indian ftem. M, 
D'Herbelot mentions a tradition (which he 
treats, indeed, as a fable), that a colony of thofe 
Idumeans had migrated from the northern ihores 
pf the Erytbrem fea, and failed acrofs the 
Mediterranean to Europe, at the time fixed by 
Chronologers for the paflage of Evander with 
^s Arcadians into Italy, and that both Greeks 
snd Romans were the progeny of thofe emi- 
grants. It is not on vague and fufpe^ked tradi* 
tions, that we muft build our belief of fuch 
events; but; N^pwxoN, who advanced nothing 
in fcience without demonftration, and nothing 
in hiftory without fuch evidence as he thought 
conclufiye^ aflT^rts from authorities, which he had 
carefully examined^ that the Idumean voyagers 
<* carried with th^m both arts and fciences, 
** among which were their aftronomy, naviga^ 
** tion, and letters; for in Idume^ fays he, they 
f' had letters, and names for conJieUations, before 
[^ the days of Job, who mentions them,'* Job, 
Indeed^ or the author of the book, which takes 
\X9, name frpnx h^ was of the Arabian ftpck, 
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as the language of that fublime work inconteft- 
^sibly proves ; but the invention and prOpaga^ 
tion of letters and aftronomy ate by all fo juftly 
afcribed to the Indian family, that, if Strabo 
^nd Herodotus were not grofsly deceived, the 
adventurous Idumeans, who fiirft gave names to 
the ftars, and hazarded long voyages in fhips of 
their own conftru<flion^ could be no other than a 
branch of the Hindu race : in all events, there it 
no ground for believing them of z fourth diftind 
lineage; and we need fay no more of them, till 
we meet them again, on our return, under the 
liame of Fbenicians. 

Aswe pafs down the formidable fea, which 
jrolls over its coral bed between the coaft of the 
Arabs^ or thofe, who fpeak the pure language of 
Ismail, and that of the Ajams, or thofe, who 
piutter it barbaroujly^ we find no certain traces, 
on the Arabian fide, of any people, who were^ 
not originally Arabs of the genuine pr mixed 
breed : anciently, perhaps,, there were Trqgh^ 
dytes in part of the peninfula, but they feem to 
have been long fupplanted by the Nwnades, ox 
wandering herdfmen; and who thofe Jhghdytes 
wercj, we (hall fee very clearly, if we deviate a 
few momei)ts from our intended path, and make 
a ihort exciirfion into gauntries very lately exm 
piored on (h^ W^^ern, or African, fide ctf the 
lied Sea, 
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That the written Abyjftnian language, which 
we call Ethiopickj is a dialeft of old Cbaldeati, 
and 9. fifter of Arabick and Hebrew^ we know 
with certainty, not only from the great multitude 
of identical wprds, but (which is a far ftronger 
proof) from the fimilar grammatical arrangement 
of the feveral idioms: we know at the fame time, 
that it is written, like all the Indian charaders, 
from the left hand to the right, and that the 
vowels are annexed, as in Devandgari^ to the 
confonants ; with which they form a fyllabick 
fyftem esttremely clear and convenient, but dif- 
pofed in a lefs artificial order than the fyftem of 
letters now exhibited in the Sanfcrit grammars ; 
whence it may juftly be inferred, that the order 
contrived hj Pa'nini or his difciples is com- 
paratively modern ; and I have no doubt, from 
a curfpry examination of m^ny old infcriptions 
on pillars and in caves, which have obligingly 
been fent to n^e from all parts of India^ that the 
Ndgari and Ethiopian letters had at firft a fimilar 
form. It has long been my opinion, that the 
Abyjpmans of the Arabian ftock, having no fym- 
bols of their own to reprefent articulate founds, 
borrowed thofc of the black pagans, whom the 
Greeks call Troglodytes^ from their primeval ha- 
bitations in natural caverns, or in mountains ex- 
cavated by their own labour : they were probably 
(l^c ftrft inhabitf^nts of Africa^ where they fee* 
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came In time the builders of magnificent cities^ 
the founders of feminaries for the advancement 
of fcience and philofophy, and the intentors (if 
they were not rather the importers) of fymboHcal 
chara£ters« I believe on the whole, that the 
Etbiops of Meroe were the fame people with the 
firft Egyptians, and confequently, as it might 
eafily be fhown, with the original Hindus. To 
the ardent and intrepid Mr. Bruce, whofe 
travels are to my tafte uniformly agreeable and 
fatisfadory, though he thinks very differently 
from me on the. language and genius of the 
ArahSi we are indebted for more important, and, 
I believe, more accurate, information concerning 
the nations eftabliflied near the Nile from its 
fountains to its mouths, than all Europe united 
could before have fupplied; but,'lince he has 
not been at the pains to compare the feven Ian-- 
guages, of which he has exhibited a fpecimen, 
and fince I have not leifure to make the conv 
parifon, I muft be fatisfied with obferving, on 
his authority, that the diale£ts of the Gafots and 
the GallaSj the Agows of both races, and the 
FalaJbaSy who muft originally have ufed a Cbal^ 
dean idiom, were never preferved in writing, 
and the Ambarick only in modern times : they 
muft, therefore, have been for ages in fludhiation^ 
and can lead, perhaps, to no certain conclufion 
as to the origin of the feveral tribes, who anr 
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dently fpoke them. It is rctj rem^kable, as 
Mt. Bruce and Mr. Bryant have proved, 
that the Greeks gave the appellation of Indians 
both to the fouthem nations of AJrick and to 
the people, among we now live ; nor is it lefs 
obfervable, that> according to Ephorus quoted 
by Strabo, they called all the fouthern nations 
in the world Ethiopians^ thus ufing Indian and 
Etbiop^as convertible terms : but wc muft leave 
the gymnofophifts of Ethiopia^ who feem to have 
profefled the dodtrines of Buddha, and enter 
the great Indian ocean, of which their AJiatick 
and African brethren were probably the firft 
navigators* 

On the iflands near Temen we have little to 
remark : they appear now to be peopled chiefly 
by Mohammedans, and afford no marks of dif-* 
erinunation, with which I am acquainted, either 
in language or manners ; but I cannot bid fare^ 
wel to the coaft of Arabia^ without alTuring you, 
that, whatever may be faid of Omman^ and the 
Scythian colonies, who, it is imagined, were for- 
merly fettled there, I have met with no trace in 
the maritime part of Temen, from Aden to Mafi 
jfcrf, of any nation,' who were not either -^r^i* 
jQt Ahyjjjinian invaders. 

Between that country and Iran are fom« 
lOands, which, from their infignificance in our 
prefent inquiry^ may here be negleded ; and, as 
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to the Curds J or other independent races, who 
inhabit the branches of Taurus or the banks of 
Euphrates and Tigris^ they have, I believe, no 
written language, nor any certain memorials of 
their origin: it has, indeed, been aflerted by 
travellers, that a race of wanderers in Diyarbecr 
yet fpeak the Cbaldaick of our fcripture ; and 
the rambling Turcmans have retained, I imagine, 
fome traces of their Tartarian idioms ; but, fince 
no veftige appears, from the gulf of Perjia to 
the rivers Cur and JraSy of any people diflind 
from the Jrabs, Perjians, or Tartars^ we may 
conclude, that no fuch people exifts in the Ira^ 
nian mountains, and return to thofe, which fe-* 
parate Iran from India. The principal in- 
habitants of the mountains, called Pdrjici^ where 
they run towards the weft, Parvetij from a 
known Sanfcrit word, where they turn in an 
eaftern direction, and ParopamifuSy where they 
join Imaus in the north, were anciently dif- 
tinguifhed among the Brdbmans by the name 
of DeradaSy but feem to have been deftroyed or 
expelled by the numerous tribes of Afghans or 
PatanSj among whom are the Baltg as, i^ho pre 
their name to a mountainous diftrid ; and there 
is very folid ground for believing, that the Af^ 
gbdns defc^nded from the Jews ; becai^ they 
fometimes in confidence avow that unpopular 
origin, which in general they fcdulojiily conceal. 
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and which other Mufelmans politively afFert j 
becaufe Hazaret^ which appears to be the Afa-^ 
retb of EsDRAs, is one of their territories ; and, 
principally, becaufe^ their language is evidently 
a dialed of the fcriptural Cbaldaick. 

We come now to the river Sindbu and the 
country named from it : near its mouths we find 
a diftridl, called by Ne arch us, in his journal, 
Sangada; which M- D'Anville juftly fup- 
pofes to be the feat of the Sanganians, a bar* 
barous and piratical nation mentioned by modern 
travellers, and well known at prefent by our 
countrymen in the weft of India^ Mr. MALEr, 
now refident at Fuiia on the part of the Briiijb 
government, procured at my requeft the San-^ 
ganian letters, which are a fort of Ndgari, and 
ft fpecimen of their language, which is apparently 
derived, like other Indian dialects, from the 
Sanfcrit ; nor can I doubt, from the defcriptions, 
which I have received, of their perfons and 
'manners, that they are Pdmeras^ as the Brdb^ 
tw^>z5 call them, or outCaft Hindus^ immemprially 
ieparated from the reft of the nation. It feemg 
agreed, th^t the fingiilar people, called Egyptians^ 
and, by corruption, Gypjies^ pafled the Mediter^ 
ranean immediately from Egypt \ and their mot* 
4ey language, of which Mr. Grellmann ex- 
hibits^ a copious vocabulary, contains fo many 
Sanfcrit words, that their Indian origin; can 
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liardly be doubted : the authenticity of that vo^ 
cabulary feems eftablilhed by a multitude o£ 
Gypfy words, as aiigdr^ charcoal, cdjbtb, wood, 
pdfy a' bank, bbUy earth, and a huildred more, 
' for which the coUetSor of them could -find no 
parallel in the vulgar dialed of Hifidujidjt^ 
though we know them to be pure Sarifcrit 
fcarce changed in a fingle letten A very in- 
genious friend, to whom this remarkable fa£fc 
was imparted, fuggefted to me, that thofe very 
words might have been taken from old Egyptian^ 
and that the Gypjies were Troglodytes from the 
rocks near Tbebes^ where a race of banditti ft ill 
refemble them in their habits and features ; butj 
as we have no other evidence of fo ftrong an 
affinity between the popular dialeds of old Egypt 
and India^ it feems more probable, that the 
Gypjies, whom the Italians call Zingaros, and 
ZinganoSy were no other than Zinganians^ as 
M. D'Anville alfo writes the word, who 
might, in fome piratical expedition, have landed 
on the c6^ of Arabia or Africa, whence they 
might have^rambled to Egypt, aad at length 
have migrated, or been driven into Europe, To 
the kindnefs of Mr. Malet I am alfo indebted 
for an account of the Boras*, a remarkable race 
of men inhabiting chiefly the cities of Gujarat, 
who, though Mufelmans in religion, are yews 
in features, genius^ and manners: they form in 
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N all places a diftinft' fraternity, and are every 
where noted for addrefs in bargaining, for mi- 
nute thrift, and conftant attention to lucre, but 
profefs total ignorance of their own origin ; 
though it feems probable, that they came firft 
with their brethren the Afghans to the borders 
of Jfididy where they learned in time to prefer a 
gainful and fecure occupation in populous towns 
to perpetual wars and laborious exertions on the 
mountains. As to the Moplas^ in the weftern 
parts of the Indian empire, I have feen their 
books in Arabick^ and am perfuaded, that, like 
the people called Malays^ they defcended from 
Arabian traders and mariners after the age of 

MuHAMMEb. 

On the centinent of India, between the river 
Vipdfa^ or Hypbajis^ to the weft, the mountains 
^^^f Tripura and Carnariipa to the eaft, and Himd" 
^taya to the north, we find many races of wild 
people with moreorlefs of that priftine ferocity, 
which induced their anceftors; to fecede frolnthe 
civilized inhabitants of the plains affd valleys : 
in the moft ancient Sanfcrit bcoISs they are 
called Sacas, Cirdtas^ ColaSy PtilinaaSj Barbaras^ 
and are all known to Europeans, though not 
all by their true names ; but m.any Hindu pil- 
grims, who have travelled through their haunts, 
have fully defcribed them to me ; and I have 
•found reafons for believing, that they fprang 
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from the old Indian ftem, though fome- of 
fhcm were foon intermixed with the firft ram- 
blers from Tartary, whofe language feems to 
have been the bafis of that now fpoken by 
the Moguls. 

We comd back to the Indian iflands, and 
haften to thofe, which lie to the fouth-eaft of 
Sildn^ or Taprohane\ for SiUn itfelf, as we know 
from the languages, letters, religion, and old 
monuments of its various inhabitants, tvas peo^ 
pled beyond time of memory by the Hindu race, 
and formerly, perhaps, extended much farther 
to the weft and to the fouth, fo as to include 
Lanca, or the equinodial point of the Indian 
aftronomers; nor can we reafonably doubt, that 
the fame enterprifmg family planted colonies in • 
the other ifles of the fame ocean from the Ma^ 
layadwipasy which take their name from the 
mountain of Malay a^ to the Moluccas j or MaU 
licas, and probably far beyond them. Captain 
Forrest aflured me, that he found the ifle of 
Bali (a great name in the hiftorical poems of 
India) chiefly peopled by Hindus, who worfhip- 
Jxed the fame idols, which he had feen in this 
province ; aftd that of Madhura muft have been 
fo denominated, like the well known territory 
in th6 wefteirn peninfula, by a nation, who un- 
dferiiood Sanjcrit. We need not be furprized^ 
that M. D'ANvitLE was unable to afEgn a rea- 

O 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



174 ON THE BORDERERS, MOUNTAINEERS, 

fon, why the JabadioSy or Tavadwipa^ of Pto- 
lemy was rendered in the old Latin verfion the 
ifle of Barley ; but we muft admire the inqui- 
fitive fpirit and patient labour of the Greeks and 
Romans, whom nothing obfervable feems to 
have efcaped: Tava means barley in Sanfcrit; 
and, though that word, or its regular derivative, 
be now applied folely to jfava, yet the great 
French geographer adduces very ftrong reafons 
for believing, that the ancients applied it to Su- 
matra. In whatever way the name of the laft 
mentioned ifland may be written by Europeans^ 
it is clearly an Indian word, implying abundance 
or excellence ; but we cannot help wondering, 
that neither the natives of it, nor the beft in- 
formed of our Pandits^ know it by any fuch ap- 
pellation; efpecially as it ftill ' exhibits vifible 
traces of a primeval connexion with India: from 
the very accurate and intereflihg account of it 
by a learned and ingenious member of our own 
body, we difcover, without any recourfe to ety- 
mological conjecture, that multitudes of pure 
Sanfcrit words occur in the principai dialeds of 
the Sumatrans; that, among their laws, two 
pofitive rules concerning ywr6'//V5 and inter eji ap-. 
pear to be taken word for word from the Indian^ 
legiflators Naked and Ha'ri'ta ; and, what is 
yet more obfervable,, tbajt the fyfte;n of letters, 
ufed by the people of Rejafig md Lantpun^ has 
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the fame artificial order with the DevanSgari ; 
. but in every feries one letter i$^ on^led, Jbecaufij 
it is never found in the languages' of thofe 
iflanders.. If Mr. Marsden has proved (as ha 
firmly believes, and as wt, from oup krtpidedge 
of his accuracy, may fairly prefuhie) that cleair 
veftiges of one ancient language areidifcecnible 
in all the infular dialedts of the fduthecnofeaa 
from Madagafear to the Fhilippines and even to 
the remoteft iflands lately difcovered, wcjnay 
infer from the fpedmens in his aocoimt of. Sk-s 
tnatray that the parent of them all was no other 
t-han the Sanfcrit; and with this obfervation/ 
having nothing of confequence to add on the 
Cbinefe ifles or on thofe of Japan^ I leave the 
fartheft eaftern verge of this continent, and turn, 
to the countries, now under the government of 
Cbina^ between the northern limits of India^ 
and the extenfive domain of thofe Tartars^ who 
are ftill independent. 
, , That the people of Pdtyid or Tibet were ffm- 
. dus, who engrafted the herefies of Buddh a on 
their old mythological religion, we know frqin 
the refearches of Cassiano, who long had re- 
Ikled among theni ; and whqfe difquifitions on 
their language and letters, their tenets and forms 
of worfhip, are inferted by Giorgi in his curious 
but prolix compilation, whiqh I have had the . 
patience to read from the firft to tfee laft of nine 
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hundred Tugged pages ^ their charailers arc ap^ 
Iparcntly Indi^i^ but their language has now the 
difadrvaatagf . of being .written with more letters 
than are ever pronoiinped ; for, although it was 
anciently Smfcrit and polyfyllabick, it feems at 
prefent, frgmthe ii^fluence of Cbinefe manners, 
tocQafift-'ofmonofyllables, to form which, with 
footeuegard to grammatical derivation, it has 
become neceflary to fupprefs in common dif- 
conrfe many letters, which we fee in their books; 
and thus we are enabled to trace in their writing 
a number of Sanfcrit words and phrafes, which 
in their fpokea dialeftare quit^undiftinguifliable. 
The two engravings in Giorgi's book, from 
fketches by a Tibetian painter, exhibit a fyftem 
of Egyptian and Indian mythology ; and a com- 
plete explanation of them would have done the 
learned author more credit than his fanciful ety-t 
mologies, which are always ridiculous, and oftea 
grofsly eiToneous. 

The Tartars having been wholly unlettered, 
as they freely eonfefs, before their converfion to 
the religion of Arabia^ we cannot but fufpeS, 
that the natives of Eigbur, Tancut, and Khatd^ 
who had fyftems of letters and are even faid to 
have cuhivated liberal arts, were not of the Tar-- 
tarian, but of the Indian^ family; and I apply 
the fame remark to the nation, whom we call 
Marmas^ but who are known to the Pandits by 
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the name of BrabmacbinaSj aDd feem to have 
been the Bracbmani of Ptolemy: they were 
probably rambling Hindus^ who, dcfcendingfrom 
the northern parts of the eaflem peninfula, car* 
ried with them the letters now ufed in ^va^ 
which are no more than a round Nagari 4erived 
from the f<^uare characters, in which the Pdli^ or 
facred language of Buddha's priefts in that 
country, w:as anciently written j a language, by 
the way, very nearly allied to the Sanjcrit^ if we 
can depend on the teftimony of M. Db la 
Lou BE RE ; who> though always an acute ob-^ 
ferver, and in general a faithful reporter, of fafliSj^ 
is charged by CarpAnius with having miftakea 
the Barma for the Pdli letters ; and when, on 
his authority, I fpoke of the Bali writing to a 
young chief of Aracan, who read with facility 
the books of the Barmas, he corredled me with 
politenefs, and affured me, that the. Fall lan- 
guage was written by the priefts in a much 
older character. 

Let us now return eaftward to the fartheft 
AJiatick dominions of Rujfia^ and, - rounding 
them on the northeaft, pafs direiStly to the Hy- 
perboreans\ who, from all that can be learned 
of their old religion and manners, appear lika 
the Majfagetce^ and fonje other nations ufually 
confidered as Tartars^ to have been really of the 
Gotbick^ that is of the Hindu, race; for I cout 
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fidentiy aflume, that the Goths and the Hindus 
had originally the fame language, gave the fame 
appellations to the ftars and planets, adored the 
fame falfe deities, performed the fame bloody 
facrifices, and profefTed the fame notions of re^ 
wards and puaifbments after death. I would 
not inflft with M. Bailly, that the people of 
Finland were Goths, merely becaufe they have 
the word Jbip in their language ; while the reft 
of it appears wholly diftinft from any of the 
Qotbick idioms: the publifhers of the Lord's 
Prayer in many languages reprefent the Finnijb 
and Lafponian as nearly alike, and the Hi/«- 
gartan as totally different from themj hut this 
muft be an errour, if it bg true, that a RuJJian 
author has lately traced the Hungarian from its 
primitive feat between the Cafpian and the 
Euxine, ^s far as Lapland itfelf j and, fmce the 
Huns were confeffedly Tartars, we may con- 
clude, that all the northern languages, except 
the Gethick^ had a Tartarian origin, like that 
univerfally afcribed to the various branches of 
Sclavonidri. 

On the Armenian^ which I never ftudied, be-^ 
Caufe I could not hear of any original compofi-? 
fions in it, I can offer nothing jiecilive j but am 
ponvinced, from the beft information procurable 
in Bengal^ that its bafis was ancient Per/ion of 
^he fame Indian flock with th^ Zend^^ and that 
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k has been gradually changed fince the time, 
when Armenia cieafcd to be a province of Iran : 
the letters, in which it now appears, are allowed 
to be comparatively modern; and, though the 
karned editor of the tradi by Carpanius ou 
the literature of Ava^ compares them with thcf. 
Tali characters, yet, i,f they be not, as I fliould 
rather imagine, derived from the Bahlavt^ they 
are probably an invention of foriie learned Ar^ 
menian in the middle of the fifth century, Mb^ 
SES o{ Kboretij than whom no nlan was rhot^ 
•able to elucidate the fubjed, has infer ted in hts 
hiftorical work a difquifition on the language df 
Armenia^ from which we might coUedl fome 
curious information, if the prefent occafiori re- 
quired it ; but to all the races of men, who in- 
habit the branches of Caucajus and the northern 
limits of Iran, I apply the remark, before an- 
nounced generally, that ferocious and hardy 
tribes, who retire for the fake of liberty to 
mountainous regions, and form by degrees a 
feparate nation, muft alfo form in the end a fe- 
parate language by agreeing on. new words to 
exprefs new ideas ; provided that the language, 
which they carried with them, was not fixed by 
writing and fufficiently copious. The Armenian 
damfels are faid by Strabo to have facrificed in 
the temple of the goddefs Anaitis, whom we 
know, from other authorities, to be the Na'hi'd, 
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or Venus, of the old Perfians ; and !t is for 
many reafons highly prpbable, that one and the 
^me religion prevailed through the whole em- 
pire of Cyr u$» 

Having travelled round the continent> and 
^mong the ifljEindSy of Afia^ v^e come again to 
fbe coaft of tli^Cr Mediterranean ; and the prin- 
cip^ nations pf antiquity, who firft djsmand our 
attention, are thg Greeks an^ Phrygians, who, 
tljough diffwng fomewh^t in manners, and per-* 
hapa in diale&i Ka4 an appsu-ent affinity in rc«> 
Ugfon 4S well as in language: the Dorian, Ionian, 
«9d Eolian families having emigrated from 
t^urji^e^ to which it is univerfally agreed that 
thfy firft pafled from Egypt^ I can add nothing 
to Vfhat has been advanced concerning them in 
former difcourfes ; and, no written monuments 
of old Pbrygia being extant, I ihall only obferve, 
on the authority of the Greeks, that the grand 
object of myfterious worfhip in that country 
was the Mother of the Gods, or Nature per- 
fonifiedj as we fee her among the Indians in ^ 
thoufand forms and under a thouiand names# 
She was called in the Phrygian dialedk Ma', 
and reprefented in a car drawn by lions, with a 
drum in her hand, and a towered coronet oii 
her head: her myfteries (whioh feem to be 
alluded to in the Mqfaick law) are folemniated 
at the autumnal equinox in thefe provinces. 
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where ihe is named, in one of her. qharafkers^ 
Ma'> is . 94ore4> in ^1 of th«m» zf the great 
Mother, is figured fitting on ^ Uon, a^d appears, 
in feme of\ her templQS with a 4iadem or mitre 
of turrets; a drum is galled 4in4iina both in 
Smfcrit apd Phrygian ; and the title of Dindy^ . 
;n^«^ feems rather derived from that wofd, than 
from the nam^ of a mountain* The Pian a of 
Epbefys was manifellly the fame goddefs in. the 
character pf productive Nature; and the As- 
TARTB of the Syri(vis and Fbmcians (to whom 
we now return) wa?, I doubt not, the fame in 
another form : I may on the whole afiure you^ 
that the learned works of Selden and Jab- 
LONSKi, on the Gods of Syria and Egypt^ would 
receive more illuftration from the little Sanfmt 
book^ entitled Cbandi^ than from all thcfragments 
of oriental mythology, that are difperfed in the 
whole compafs of Grecian^ Romany and Hebrew 
literature. We are told, that the Pbenicians^ 
like the Hindus^ adored the Sun, and aflerted 
water to be the firft of created things ; nor can 
we doubt, that Syria^ Samaria^ and Pbenice^ or 
the long ftrip of land on the fhore of the Me^ 
diterranean^ were anciently peopled by a branch 
of the Indian flock, but were afterwards inhabit- 
ed by that race, which for the prefent we call 
jiraUan : in all three the oldeft religion was the 
^Jfyricnij as it is called by Selden, and the 
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Samaritak letters appear to have been the' fame' 
at firft with thofe* of Phenice; but the Syriack 
knguage, of which ample remains are preferved, 
and the Punichj of which we have a clear fpe- 
ciJnen in Plautus and on monuments lately 
brought to light, were indifputably of a ChaU 
daicky or Arahick, origin, 
. The feat of the firft Pktenicians having extend- 
ed to Idume, with which we began, we have now 
completed the circuit of Jjia ; but we muft not 
pafs over in filence a moft extraordinary people, 
who efcaped the attention, as Barrow obferves 
more than once, of the diligent and inquifitive 
Herodotus: I. mean the people of y^^a, 
ihrhofe language demonftrates their affinity with 
the Arahs^ but whofe manners, literature, and 
Jiiftory are wonderfully diftinguifhed from the 
reft of mankind. Barrow loads them with the 
fevere, but juft, epithets of malignant, unfocial, 
pbftinate, diftruftful, fordid, changeable, turbu- 
lent \ and defcribes them as furioufly zealous in 
fuccouring their own countrymen, but impla- 
cably hoftile to other nations ; yet, with all the 
fbttifli perverfenefs, the ftupid arrogance, and 
the brutal atrocity of their character, they bad^ 
the peculiar merit, among all races of men under 
heaven, of preferving a rational and pure fyflem 
of devotion in the midft of wild polytheifn[i, 
inhuman or obfcene rites, and a dark labyrinth 
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of errtturs, produced by ignofance and fujtporte<4 

by iaterefted fraud. Theological inquiries are- 

no part, of my pr^fent fubjedk ; but I canno|^ 

refrain from adding, that the colle<3ion of trads^ ' 

which, we call from their excellence the Scrips, 

tares i contain, independently of a divine origin, 

more true fublimity, more exquifite beauty, 

purer morality, more important hiftory, and 

finer ftrains both of poetry and eloquence, than 

could be coll eft ed within the fame compafs, 

from all other books, that were ever compofed 

in any age or in any idiom. The two parts, of 

which the Scriptures confift, are conneded by a 

chaiii of compofitions, which bear no refemblance 

io form or ftyle to any that can be produced 

from the ftorcs of Grecian^ Indian, Perfim^ or 

even ArabiaUy learning: the antiquity of thofft 

compofitions no man doubts ; and the unftrain- 

, ed application of them to events long fubfequent 

to -their publication is a folid ground of belief, 

that they were genuine prediftions, and con- 

fequehtly infpired ; but, if any thing be the 

abfolute exclufive property of each individual, 

it is his belief; and, I hope, I ihould be one of 

the laft men living, who could harbour a thought 

of obtruding my own belief on the free minds 

of others. I mean only to aflume, what, I truft, 

will be readily conceded, that the firft Heirew 

hiftorian muft be entitled, merely as fuch, to an 



Digitized by 



Google 



t84 ON THE BORlJERtllS, MOUNTAINEERS, Sec. 

equal degree of credit, itt his account of all civil 
Cranfaftions, with any othef hiftorian of afi-^ 
tiquity : how far that moft ancieat writej" Cofl- 
firms the refult of our inquiries into the ge*- 
ncalogy o£ nations, I propofe to fliow at our 
next anniverfarjr meeting; when, after an ap- 
proach to demonftration, in the ftri£t method of 
the old analyfis, I (hall refume the whole argu- 
ment concifely and fynthetically j and (hall then 
have condenfed in feven difcourfes a mafs of 
evidence, which, if brevity had not been my 
object, might have been expanded into feven 
krge volumes with no other trouble than that of 
holding the pen ; but (to borrow a turn of ex- 
preffion from one of our pdets) '* for what I 
•* have produced, I claim only your indulgence ; 
•* it is for what I have fupprefled, that I am 
^ entitled to your thanks/* 
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DISCOURSE THE NINTH. 

ON 

THE ORIGIN AND FAMILIES OF NATIONS. 

DELIVERED 23 FEBRUARy, 17««, 

BY 

THE PRESIDENT, 



You have attended, gentlemen, with fo much 
indulgence to my difcourfes on the five jljiatick 
nations, and on the various tribes eftablifhed 
along their feveral borders or interfperfed ovcf 
theit mountains, that I cannot but flatter myfelf 
with an aflTurance of being heard with equal at- 
tention, while I trace to one centre the three 
great families, from which thofe nations appear 
to have proceeded, and then hazard a few c(m- 
jeSures on the difierent courfes, which the/ 
may be fuppofed to have taken toward thi 
countries, in which we find them fettled at the 
dawn of all genuine hiftory. 

Let us begin with a fhort review of the pro^^ 
pofitions, to which we have gradually been led, 
and feparate fuch as are morally certain, from 
fuch as are only probaWe : that the firft race of 
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Perjians and Indians^ to whom we may add the 
Romans and Greeks, the Gotbs, and the old 
Egyptians or Etbiops^ originally fpake the fame 
language and profefled the fame poptilar faith, is 
capable, in my humble opinion^ of inconteftable 
proof; that the Jews arid Afabi^ the AJfyrianSy 
of fecond Perfian race, the people who fpoke 
Syriacky and a numerous tribe of Ahyjfmians^ 
ufed one primitive dialed; wholly diftindt from 
the idiom juft nientioned, is, I believe^ undif- 
puted, and, I am Aire, indifputable ; but that 
the fettlers in China and Japan had a common 
origin with the Hindus^ is no more than highly 
probable ; and^ that all the Tartars^ as they are 
inaccurately called, were primarily of a third fa-* 
parate branch, totally differing from the two 
others in language, manners, and features, may 
indeed be plaufibly conjedtured, but cannot, for 
the reafons^alledged in a former effay^ be per- 
fpicuoufly fliown, and for the prefent therefore 
muft be merely aflumed. Could thefe f^£ts be 
verified by the beft attainable evidence, it would 
not, I prefume, be doubted, that the whole earth 
was peopled by a variety of fhoots from the //?- 
dian^ Arabian^ and Tartarian branches, or by fuch 
intermixtures of them, as, in a courfe of ages, 
might naturally have happened. 

Now I admit without hefitation the aphorifm 
of LiNNiEUs, that "in the beginning Goo 
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" created one pair only of every living fpeeies^ 
*^ which has a diverfity of fex j" but, fince that 
incomparable naturalift argues principally from 
the wonderful diffufion of vegetables^ and from 
an hypothecs, that the water on this globe has 
been continually fubfiding, I venture to produce 
a fhorter and clofcr argument in fupport of his 
doctrine. That Nature^ of which fimplicity ap-* 
pears a diftinguifhing attribute, does nothing in 
vain^ is a maxim in philofophy ; and againft 
thofe, who deny maxims, we cannot difpute j 
but it is vain and fuperfluous to do by many 
means what may he done hy fewer f and this is 
another axiom received into courts of judicature 
fix)m the fchools of philofophers : we mujl not, 
therefore, fays our great Newton, admit more 
caufes of natural things^ than thofe^ which are true^ 
and fufficiently account for natural phenomena ; 
but it is' true, that one pair at leaji of every 
living fpecies muft at firft have been created ; 
and that one human pair was fuflScient for the 
population of our globe in a period of no con- 
fiderable length (on the very moderate fup- 
pofition of lawyers and political arithmeticians, 
that every pair of anceftors left on an average 
two children, and each of them* two more), i^ 
evident from the rapid increafe of numbers in 
geometrical progreffiouj fo well known to thofe, * 
who have ever taken, the trouble to fupji a feries 
VOL. I* . p 
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of as many terms, as tfeey fuppofe generations of 
men in two or three thoufand year«. It follows, 
that the Author of Nature (for all nature pro- 
claims its divine author) created but one pair of 
our fpecies ; yet, had it not been (among othct 
reafons) for the devaftations, which hiftory has 
recorded, of water and fire, wars, famine, and 
peftilence, this earth would not now have had 
room i&>r its multiplied inhabitants. If the hu- 
man race then be, as we may confidently afiume^ 
of one natural fpecies^ they muft all have pro- 
ceeded from one pair ; and if perfed juftke be, 
as it is mod indubitably, an efTential attribute of 
OOD, that pair muft have been gifted with fuf- 
ficient wifdom and ftrength to be virtuous, and, 
as far as their nature admitted, happy, but in- 
trufted with freedom of will to be vicious and 
confequently d^raded : whatever might be their 
option, they muft people in time the re^oa 
where they firft were eftabliflied, and their nu- 
merous descendants muft neceflarily feck new 
countries, as Inclination might prompt, or ac- 
cident lead, them ; they would of courfe migrate 
in Separate families arxl clans, which, forgetting 
by degrees the language of their common pro- 
genitor, would form new diale(Ss to convey ii4Erw 
Ideas, both fimple and complex ; natural afiec- 
tion would unite them at firft, and a fcnfe of xc- 
.ciprocal utility, the great and cmJy cement of 
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focial union in the abfenee of publick honour 
and juftice, for which in evil times it is a general 
fubftitute, would combine them at length in com-^ 
munitie8 more or lefs regular; laws would be 
propofed by a part of each community, but en-* 
a£ted by the whole ; and governments would be 
varioufly arranged for the happinefs or mifery o^ 
the governed, according to their own virtue and 
wifdom, or depravity sind folly j fo that, in lefs 
than three thoufand years, the world would ex«* 
hibit the fame appearances, which we may ac* 
tually obferve on it in the age of the great ^ra^ 
bian impoftor. 

On that part of it, to which our united re^ 
fearches are generally confined, we {ttfive races 
of men peculiarly diftiriguiftied, in the time of 
Mu HAMMED, for their multitude and extent of 
dominion ; but we have reduced them to three^ 
becaufe we can difcover no more, that efleiitially 
differ in language, religion, manners, and other 
known charadierifticks : now thofe three races> 
bow varioufly foever they may at prefent be dif-^ 
perfed and intermixed, muft (if the preceding 
conclufions be juftly drawn) have migrated ori- 
ginally from a central country, to find which h 
the problem propofed for folution. Suppofe it 
Iblved; and give any arbitrary name to that 
centre: let it, if you pleafe, be Ir^n. The three 
primitive languages^ therefore, muft at firit have 
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been concentrated in Itan^ and there only in faft 
we fee traces of them in the earlieft hiftorical 
age ; but, for the fake of greater precifion, con- 
ceive the whole empire of Irarif with all its 
mountains and valleys, plains and rivers, to be 
every way infinitely diminiflied ; the firft wind- 
ing courfes, therefore, of all the nations proceed- 
ing from it by land, and nearly at the fame time, 
will be little right lines, but without interfec- 
tions, becaufe thofe courfes could not have 
thwarted and crofled one another : if then you 
confider the feats of all the migrating nations as 
points in a furrounding figure, you will perceive, 
that the feveral rays, diverging frbm Irdn^ may 
be drawn to them without any interfe6tion ; but 
this will not happen, if you afTume as a centre 
Arahia, or Egypt ; Indiay Tartary, or China : it 
follows, that Iran, oc Perjia (I contend for the 
meanings not the name)^ was the central coun- 
try, which we fought. This mode of reafoning 
I have adopted, not from any affeftation (as you 
will do me the juftice to believe) of a fcientifick 
diction, but for the fake of concifenefs and va- 
riety, and from a wifli to avoid repetitions ; the 
fubftance of my argument having been detailed 
in a different form at the clofe of another dif- 
courfe ; nor does the argument in any form rife 
to denionftration, which the queftion by no means 
admits : it amounts, however^ to fuch a proof, 
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grounded on written evidence and credible tes- 
timony, as all mankind hold fufficient for de- 
cifions afFefling property, freedom, and life. 

Thus then have we proved, that the inhabit- 
ants of J^Jia^ and confequently, as it might be 
proved, of the whole earth, fprang from three 
branches of one ftem : and that thofe branches 
have fliot into their prefent ftate of luxuriance 
in a period comparatively fliort, is apparent from' 
a fatt univerfally acknowledged, that we find no 
certain monument, or even probable tradition, 
of nations planted, empires and dates raifed, 
laws enaded, cities built, navigation improved, 
commerce encouraged, arts invented, or letters 
contrived, above twelve or at moft fifteen or 
fixteen centuries before the birth of Christ, 
and from another fadEt, which cannot be con- 
troverted, that feven hundred or a thoufand years 
would have been fully adequate to the fuppofed 
propagation, diflfufion and eftablifhment of the 
human race. 

The moft ancient hift©ry of that race, and 
the oldeft compofition perhaps in^tli^e world, is 
a work in Hehrezv, which' we may fuppofe at 
firft, for the fake of our argument, to have no 
higher authority than any other work of equal 
antiquity, that the refearches of the curious had 
accidentally brought to light: it is afcribcd to 
Mus AH J for fo he writes his own name, which, 
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after the Greeks and Ramans^ wc have changect 
into Moses ; and, though it was manifeftly his 
obje£t to give an hiftorical account of a fingle 
family, he has introduced it with a ftiort view 
of the primitive world, and his introdudion has 
been divided, perhaps improperly, into eleven 
chapters. After defcribing with awful fublimity 
the creation of this univerfc, he aflerts, that one 
pair of every animal fpecies was called from no- 
thing into exiftence ; that the human pair wer^ 
ftrong enough to be happy, but free to be mifeiw 
f^ble ; that, from delufion and temerity, they 
difobeyed their fupreme benefador, whofe good- 
nefe could not pardon them confidently with 
his juftice ; and that they received a punifhment 
adequate to their difobedience, but foftened by 
a myfterious promife to be accompUlhed in their- 
defcendants, We cannot but believe, on the 
fuppofition juft made of a hiftory uninfpired, 
that thefe fafts were delivered by tradition from 
the firft pair, and related by Moses in a figu«« 
rative ftylp ; not in that fort of allegory, which 
rhetoricians defcribe as a mere aflemblage of 
metaphors, but in tlie fymbolical mode of writ- 
ing adppted by eaftern fagcs, tP embellifh an4 
dignify hiftorical truth ; and, if this were a time 
for fuch illuftrations, we might produce the fame 
account of the creation and the fall^ exprefled by 
fymbolg very nearly fimilar, fypm the Purdnasi 
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themfelyes^ and even fifom the /%fo, which ap- 
pears to ftand next in antiquity to the five books 
of Moses. 

The {ketch of antediluvian hiftory^ in which 
•yre find many dark paflages;, is followed by th^ 
narrative of a dehge^ which deftroyed the whole 
race of nun» except font pair$ ; an hii^orical fa^ 
admitted as true by every nation, to whoie li- 
terature we have accefs, and particularly by the 
ancient Hindus^ who have allotted an entire Pnh 
tana to the detail of th^t event, which they re^ 
latej n^ ufual, in fymbols or allegories. I concur 
moft heartily with thofe, who infill, that, in pro^ 
portion as any fad: mentioned in hiilory feems 
repugnant to the courfe of nature, or, in one 
word, miraculous, the ftronger evidence is re- 
quired to induce a rational belief of it^ but we 
hear without incredulity, that cities have been 
overwhelmed by eruptions from burning moun-> 
tainSf territories laid wafte by hurricanes, and 
whole iflands depopulated by earthquakes: if 
then we look at the firmament fprinkled with 
innumerable ftars ; if we conclude by a fair ana- 
logy, that every ftar is a fun, attrading, like ours, 
a fyftem of inhabited planets i and if our ardent 
fancy, foaring hand in hand with found reafon, 
waft us beyond the vifible fphere into regions of 
immenfity, diiiclofing other celeflial expanfes anc} 
Other fyftems of funs and worlds on all /ifjc^ 
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without number or end, we cannot but confider 
the fubmerfion of our little fphcroVd as an in- 
finitely lefs event in refpeft of the injmeafure- 
able univerfe, than the deftruftion of a city or 
an ifle in rcfped of this habitable globe. Let a 
general flood, however, be fuppofed improbable 
in proportion to the magnitude of fo ruinous an 
event, yet the concurrent evidences of it are 
completely adequate to the fuppofed impro- 
bability ; but, as we cannot here expatiate dn 
thofe proofs, we proceed to the fourth important 
faift recorded in the Mofaick hiftoryj I mean 
the firft propagation and early difperfion of man-* 
kind in feparate famiU^s to feparate places of 
refidence. 

Three fons of the juft and virtuous man, whofe 
lineage was preferved from the general inun?- 
dation, travelled, we are told, as they began to 
multiply, in three large divifions varioufly fub- 
divided : the children of Ya'fbt feem, from the 
traces of Sklavonian names, and the mention of 
their being enlarged^ to have fpread themfelves 
far and wide, and to have produced the race, 
which, for want of a correfl appellation, we call 
Tartarian ; the colonies, formed by the fons of 
Ham and Shem, appear to have been nearly 
fimultaneous ; and, among thofe of the latter 
branch, we find fo many names inconteftably 
preferved at this hour in Arabia^ that we cannot 
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hefitate in pronouncing them the fame people, 
whom hitherto we have denominated ^rtf65; 
while the former branch, the moft powerful and 
adventurous of whom were the progeny of 
CusH, MiSR, and Rama (naihes remaining un- 
changed in Sanfcrity and highly revered by the. 
Hindus)^ were, in all probability, the race, which 
I call Indian, and to which we may now give 
any other name, that may feem more proper 
and comprehenfive. 

The general introdudlion to the Jewijb hif- 
tory clofes with a very concife and obfcure ac- 
count of a prefumptuous and mad attempt, by a 
particular colony, to build a fplendid city and 
raife a fabrick of immenfe height, independently 
of the divine aid, and, it fhould feem, in defiance 
of the divine power ; a project, which was baf- 
fled by means appearing at firft view inadequate 
to the purpofe, but ending in violent diffention 
among the projcdEtors, and in the ultimate fepa- 
ration of them : this event alfo feems to be re- 
corded by the ancient Hindus in two of their 
PUranas ; and it will be proved, I truft, on fome 
future occafion, that the lion burjiing from a pillar 
to dejiroy a blajpbeming giant, and the dwarf ^. 
who beguiled and held in derijion the magnificent 
Beli, are one and the fame ftory yelated in a 
fynibolical ftyle. 

Now thefe primeval events are defcribed as 
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having happened between the Oxus and Eu^ 
fbrates^ the n:iountains of Caucafus and the bor«^ 
ders of India^ that is> within the limits of Iran ; 
for, though moft of the Mqfaick names have 
been confidcrably altered, yet numbers of them 
remain unchanged : we ftill find Harrdn in Me-^ 
Jopotamar and travellers appear unanimous in 
fixing the fite of ancient Babel. 

Thus, on the preceding fuppofition, that the 
firft eleven chapters of the book, which it it 
thought proper to call Genejis, are merely a pre^ 
face to the oldefl civil hiftory now extant, we 
fee the truth of them confirmed by antecedent 
reafoning, and by evidence in part highly pro-r 
bablet and in part certain ; but the cotmeStim of 
the Mofaick hiftory with that of the Goipd by 
1^ chain of fublitne predidions unqueflionably 
ancient, and apparently fulfilled, mud induce us 
to think the Hebrew narrative more than human . 
in its origin, and confequcntly true in every 
fubflantial part of it, though poflibly cxprefled 
in figurative language; as many learned and 
pious men have believed, and as the moft pious 
may believe without injury, and perhaps with 
advantage, to the caufe of revealed religion. If 
Moses then was endued with fupernatural know- 
ledge, it is no longer probable only, but alv 
folutely certain, that the whole race of man pro^ 
ceedcd from Ircitiy as from a centre, whence they 
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migrated at firft in three great colonies; and 
that thofe three branches* grew from a common 
ftock^ which had been miraculoufly preferved in 
a general convuldon and inundation of this 
globe. 

Having arrived by a different path at the fam^ 
conclufion with Mr. Bryant as to one of thofe 
families, the mod ingenious and enterpriiing of 
the three, but arrogant, crueU and idolatrous, 
which we both conclude to be various fhoots 
from the Hamian or Amonian branch, I ihall 
add but little to my former obfervations on his 
](>rofound and agreeable work, which I^Jiave 
thrice perufed with increafed attention and plea* 
fure, though not with perfedt acquiefcence in 
the other lefs important parts of his plaufible 
fyftem. The fum of his argument feems re*- 
duciUe to three heads. Firft ; ** if the deluge 
^* really happened at the time recorded by 
** Moses, thofe nations, whofe monuments are 
^* preferved or whofe writings are acceffible, 
** muft have retained memorials of an event fo 
'* ftupendous and comparatively fo recent ; but 
" in fa£k they have retained fuch memorials :*' 
this reafoning feems juft, and the fad is true be- 
yond controverfy : Secondly; ^* thofe memorials 
** were cxpreffed by the race of Ham, before 
*^ the ufe of letters, in rude fculpture or paint- 
*^ ing, and moftly in fymbolical figures of the 
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^^ ark, the eight perfons concealed in it, and die 
" birds, which firft were difmiffed from it : this 
" h&, is probable, but, I think, not fufficiently 
** afccrtained," Thirdly ; ** all ancient Mytho* 
•* logy (except what was purely Sabian) had 
•* its primary fource in thofe various fymbols 
^ mifunderflood ; fo that ancient Mythology 
^ ftands now in the place of fymbolical fculptyrc 
** or painting, and muft be explained on the 
** fame principles, on which we fhould begin to 
•* decypher the originals, if they now exiiled :** 
this part of the fyftem is, in my opinion, carried 
too far ; nor can 1 perfuade myfdf (to give one 
inftance out of many) that the beautiful allegory 
of Cupid and Psyche had the remoteft allufion 
to the deluge, or that Hymen fignified the veil^ 
which covered the patriarch and his family, 
Thefe propofitions, however, are fupported with 
great ingenuity and folid erudition, but, unpro^ 
fitably for the argument, and unfortunately, per- 
haps, for the fame of the work itfelf, recourfe is 
had to etymological conjecture, than which no 
mode of reafoning is in general weaker or more 
delufive. He, who profeffes to derive the words 
of any one language from thofe of another, muft 
expofe himfelf to the danger of perpetual errours, 
unlefs he be perfeftly acquainted with both ; yet 
my refpe£kable friend, though eminently fkilled 
in the idioms of Greece and Rome, has no fort 
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of acquaintance with any JJiatick dialed, ex- 
cept Hebrew; and he has cohfequently made 
miilakes, which every learner of Arabick and 
Perjian muft inftantly detedl. Among Jifty ra- 
dical words (ma, tapb, and ram being included), 
eighteen are purely of Arabian origin, twelve 
merely Indian, and feventeen both Smfcrit and 
Arabick^ but in fenfcs totally different ; while 
two are Greek only, and one Egyptian^ or bar- 
barous : if it be urged, that thofe radicals (which 
ought furely to have concluded, inftead of pre- 
ceding, an analytical inquiry) are precious traces 
of the primitive language, from which all others 
were derived, or to which at leaft they were 
fubfequent, I can only declare my belief, that 
the language of Noah is loft irretrievably, and 
aflure you, that after a diligent fearch, I cannot 
find a fingle word ufed in common by the Ara- 
bian, Indian, and Tartar families, before the in- 
termixture of dialects occafioned by Mohammedan 
conquefts. There are, indeed, very obvious 
traces of the Hamian language, and fome hun- 
dreds of words might be produced, which were 
formerly ufed promifcuoufly by moft nations of 
that race ; but I beg leave, as a philologer, to 
enter my proteft againft conjectural etymology 
in hiftorical refearches, and principally againft 
the licentioufnefs of ctymologifts in tranfpofmg 
and inferting letters, in fubftituting at pleafure 
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any confonant for another of the fame order, arid 
in totally difregarding the vowels : for fuch per** 
mutations few radical words would be more con- 
venient than Cus or Cush, fmce, dentals being 
changed for dentals, and palatials for palatials, 
it inftantly becomes codt^ goofe, and, by tranfpo- 
fition, dtick^ all water-birds, and evidently fym- 
boUcal ; it next is the goat worfliipped in Egypt^ 
and, by a metathefis, the dog adored as an em- 
blem of Sir I us, or, more obvioufly, a cat, not 
the domeilick animal, but a fort of fhip, and, 
the Oitos^ or great fea-fifh, of the Dorians. It 
will hardly be imagined, that I mean by this 
irony to infult an author, whom I refpedl and 
efteem j but no confideration ihould induce me 
to aflift by my filence in the diffufion of errour j 
and I contend, that almoft any word or nation 
might be derived from any other, if fuch licences, 
as I am oppofmg, were permitted in etymolo- 
gical hiftories : when we find, indeed, the fame 
worda, letter for letter, and in a fenfe precifely 
the fame, in different languages, we can fcarce* 
hefi^te in allowing them a common origin ; and^ 
not to depart from the example before us, when 
w^ fee Cush or Cus (for the Sanfcrit name 
alfo is varioufly pronounced) among the fons of 
l^iLAHMA, that is, among the progenitors of the 
Hindus^ and at the head of an ancient pedigree 
pjreferved in the Rdmayan j when we meet with 
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his name again in the fiimily of Ra'M a ; *v^hcii 
we know^ that the name is venerated in the 
higheft degree, and given to a facred grafs, dc- 
fcribed as a Pod by Koenig, which is ufed 
with a thoufand ceremonies in the oblations to 
fire, txrdained hy Menu to form the facrificial 
zone df the BrabmanSj and {ciemxdj dudarcd in 
the Feda to have fprung up foon after the de-- 
Utge^ whence the Paurdnicks conlider it as tbi^ 
brijily hair of the baarwbicbfupportedtbegtobe:; 
when we add, that one of the feven dwipa^^ or 
great peninfulas of this earthy has the fame ap- 
pellation^ we can hardly doubt that the Cscrsx 
of Moses and Va'lmic was the fame perfonagc 
a;nd an anceilor of the Indian race. 

From the teftimonies adduced in the iix hSj^ 
amnual difcourfes, and from the additional prools 
laid before you, or rather opened^ on the present 
occafion, it feems to follow, that the only human 
family after the flood efiahlifhed thenafdives in 
the northern parts of Irm ; that, as tiajey mu2«« 
tiplied,^ they were divided into three ^diSihiA 
-branches, each retaining little ^ ikft, and ioiing 
the whole by degrees, of th^fa- comaBan .jmmary 
language, but agreeing fev^srally xm new txpteC- 
ifions for new ideas ; that the branch of Y a JFSff 
was enlarged in many fcattcred ihoots over the 
-north of Europe and j4Jiaj diffiifmg ^erafcltwos 
4as far as the weftem and eaftern i^ais, asii, at 
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length in the infancy of navigation, beyond 
diem both : that they cuhivated no liberal arts, 
and had no ufe of letters, but formed a variety 
of diale£ts, as their tribes were varioufly rami- 
fied ; that, fecondly, the children of Ham, who 
founded in Iran itfelf the monarchy of the firft 
Chaldeans^ invented letters, obferved and named 
the luminaries of the firmament, calculated the 
known Indian period of four hundred and thirty-^ 
izvo tboufand years, or an hundred and twenty re- 
petitions of the faros, and contrived the old fyftcm 
of Mythology, partly allegorical, and partly 
grounded on idolatrous veneration for their fages 
and lawgivers; that they were difperfed at various 
intervals and in various colonies over land and 
ocean; that the tribes of Mis r, Cush, and Rama 
fettled in Africk and India, while fome of them, 
having improved the art of failing, pafled from 
Egypt, Pheriice, and Phrygia, into Italy and 
Greece, which they found thinly peopled by for- 
mer emigrants, of whom they fupplailted fome 
tribes, and united themfelves with others ; whilft 
a fwarm from the fame hive moved by a north- 
erly courfe into Scandinavia, and another, by 
the head of the Oxus, and through the paffes of 
Jmaus, into Cafhghar and Eighur, Khatd and 
Kboten, as far as the territories of Chin and Tan^ 
cut, where letters have been ufed and arts im- 
jnemorially cykivated \ nor is it unreafonable 
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to belieVe, that fome of them found their way 
from the eaftern ifles into Mexico and Peru^ 
where traces were difcovered of rude literature 
and Mythology analogous to thofe of Egypt and 
India; that, thirdly, the old Chaldean empire^ 
being overthrown by the AJfyrians under Ga Yu'-- 
MERs, other migrations took place, efpecially * 
into India^ while the reft of Shem's progeny, 
fome of whom had before fettled on the Red Sea, 
peopled the whole Arabian peninfula, preffing 
clofe on the nations of Syria and Pbenice ; that, 
laftly, from all the three families wei^e detached 
many bold adventurers of an ardent fpirit and 
a roving difpofition, who difdained fubordination 
and wandered in feparate clans, till they fettled 
in diftant ifles or in deferts and mountainous 
regions ; that, on the whole, fome colonies might 
have migrated before the death of their venerable 
progenitor, but that ftates and empires could 
fcarce have aflumed a regular form, till fifteen 
or fixteen hundred years before the Chrijtian 
epoch, and that, for the firft thoufand years of 
that period, we have no hiftory unmixed with 
fable, except that of the turbulent and variable, 
but eminently diftinguifhed, nation defcended 
from Abraham. 

My defign, gentlemen, of tracing the origin 
and progrefs of the five principal nations, wlio 
have peopled AJia^ and of whom there were 
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confiderable remains in their feveral countrie?! r: 
the time of Muhammed's birth, is now ^c- 
compliflied ; fuccincaiy, from the nature of the/e 
effays ; impcrfedlly, from the darkuefs of the 
iubjedl and fcantinefs of my materials, but clear- 
ly and comprehenfively enough to form a bafis 
for fubfequent refearches : you have feen, as di- 
ftindtly as I am able to fhow, who thofe nations 
originally were, whence and when they moved 
toward their final ftations ; and, in my future 
annual difcourfes, I propofe to enlarge on the 
particular advantages to our country and to 
mankind, which may refult from our fedulous 
and united inquiries tnto the liiftory, fcience, 
and arts, of thefe AJiatick regions, efpecially of 
the Britijh dominions in India, which we may 
confider as the centre (not of the human race, 
but) of our common exertions to promote its 
true intcrefts y and we fhall concur, I truft, in 
opinion, that the race of man, to advance whofe 
manly happinefs is our duty and will of courfe 
be our endeavour, cannot long be happy with- 
out virtue, nor adively virtuous without free- 
dogi, nor fecurely free without rational know- 
ledge. 
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Anniversary discourse^ 

D32LIVERED 28 FEBRUARY, i7?S. 



it 
THE PRESIDENT. 



m ASIATICK HISTORY, CIVIL AND NATURAL, 



Before our entrance, gentlemeh, into the 
difquifition, prdmifed at the clofe of my ninth 
annual difcourfe, on the particular advantages^ 
,which may be derived from our concurrent re- 
fcarches in ^^a^ it feems necejSary to fix with 
precifion the fenfe, in which we mean to fpeak 
of advantage of utility': now^ as we have de- 
fcribed the five Ajiatick regions on their largeft 
fcale, and have expanded our conceptions iii 
proportion to the maignitude of that wide field, 
we fhould ufe thofe wotds, which comprehend 
the fruit of all our inquiries, in their moft ex- 
tenfive acceptation' i iticluding not only the folld 
conveniences aiid comforts of focial life, but its 
elegances and innocent pleafureSj and even the 
gratification of a natural and laudable curiofity j 
for, though labourbe clearly the lot of man in 
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this world, yet, in the midft of his moft adivc 
exertions, he cannot but feel the fubftantial be- 
nefit of every liberal amufement, which may lull 
his paflions to reft, and afford him a fort of re- 
pofe without the pain of total inaction, and the 
real ufefulnefs of every purfuit, which may en- 
large and diverfify his ideas, without interfering 
with the principal objects o£ his civil ftation or 
economical duties; nor fliould we wholly ex- 
clude even the trivial and worldly fenfe of utility^ 
which too many confider as merely fynonymous 
with lucrCj but fhould reckon among ufeful ob- 
je(9:s thofe practical, and by no means illiberal, 
arts, which may eventually conduce both to 
national and to private emolument. With a 
view then to advantages thus explained, let us 
examine every point in the whole circle of arts 
and fciences, according to the received order of 
their dependence on the faculties' of the mind, 
their mutual connexion, and the different fub- 
jefts, with which they are converfant ; our in- 
quiries indeed; of which Nature and Man are 
the primary objedts, muft of courfe be chiefly 
Htftorical ; but, fince we propofe to inveftigate 
the aSlions of the feveral ^fiatick nations, toge- 
ther with their refpedive progrefs mfcience and 
art, we may arrange our inveftigations under 
the fame three heads, to which our European 
analyfts have ingenioufly reduced all the branches 
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of human knowledge ; and my prefent addrefs 
to the fociety fhall be confined to hiftory, civil 
and natural, or the obfervation and remem- 
brance of merefaSls^ independently of ratiocina- 
tion, which belongs to philofophy, &r of imita^ 
tions and fuhjiitutions^ which are the province 
of art. 

Were a fuperior created intelligence to deli^ 
neate a map of general knowledge (exclufively 
of that fublime and ftupendous theology, which 
himfelf could only hope humbly to know by an 
infinite approximation) he would probably be- 
gin by tracing with Newton the fyftem of 
the tmiverfe, in which he would affign the true 
place to our little globe ; and, having enumerat- 
ed its various inhabitants, contents, and pro-^ 
du£tions, would proceed to man in his natural 
ftation among animals, exhibiting a detail of all 
the knowledge attained or attainable by the 
human race; and thus obferving, perhaps^ the 
fame order, in which "he had before defcribed 
other beings in other inhabited worlds: but,, 
though Bacon feems to have had a fimilar r^a^ 
fon for placing the hiftory of Nature before ftat 
of Man, or the whole before one of its parts, 
yet, confiftently with our chief obje<£t already 
mentioned, we may properly begin with the 
civil bijiory of the five AJiatick nations, which 
neceflarily comprifes their Geography, or a de-^ 
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fcription of theplaces^ where they have afted^ 
and their aftronomy, which may enable us to, 
fix with fome accuracy the time of their adiona: 
we fhall thence be led to the hiftory of fuch 
other ofiimalSf of fuch minerals, and of fuch 
vegetables, as they may be fuppofed to have 
found in their feveral migrations and fettlements, 
and fhall end with the ufes to which they have 
applied, or may apply, the rich aflemblage of 
natural fubftances. 

I. In the firft place, we pannot furely deeni 
it an inconfiderable advantage, that all our hif- 
torical refearches have confirmed the Mofaick 
accounts of the primitive world ; and our tefti- 
mony on that fubjedl ought to have the greater 
weight, hecaufe, if the refult of our obfervationa 
had been totally different, we ftiould neverthelefs 
have publiflied them, npt indeed v^ith equai 
pleafure, but with equal confidence; for Truth 
is mighty, andy whatever be its confequences^ 
tnufi always prevail: but, independently of our 
intereft in corroborating the multiplied evidence^ 
of revealed religion, we could fcarce gratify oun 
miffds with a more ufeful and rational enter- 
tainment, than the contemplation of thofe won-: 
derful revolutions in kingdoms and ftat-es, which 
have happened within little mpre than four, 
thoufand years .; revolutions, almoft as fully de- 
jnonftrative of an all-ruling Providence, a3 the; 
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ftru^ure of the univerle and the final caufes, 
which are difcernible in its whole extent and 
even in its mmuteft parts.^ Figure to your 
imaginations a moving picture of that eventful 
period, or ratl>er a fiicceffion of crouded fcenes 
rapidly changed, Thfee families migrate in 
different courfes from one region,' and, in about 
four centuries » eftablilh very diftant governments 
and various modes of fociety : Egyptians, In-- 
duins, Goths ^ Phenicians, Celts, Greeks^ Latians, 
Cbinefe, Peruvians^ Mexicans, all fprung from 
the fame immediate ftem, appear to ftart nearly 
it otie time, and occupy at length thofe countries, 
to which they have given, or from which they 
have derived, their names : in twelve or thir-. 
twn hundred years more the Greeks overrun 
Ae land of their forefathers, invade India^ con- 
quer Egypty and aim at univerfal dominion; 
but the Romans appropriate to themfelves the 
•whole empire of Greece, and carry their arms 
into Britain, of wl>ich they fpeak with haughty 
contempt: the Goths, in the fulnefs of. time, 
break to pieces the unwieldly ColoJJus of Roman 
power, and feize on the whole of Britain,^^^^ 
cept its wild mountains.; but eveii . thof^ wilds 
become fubje<ft to other invaders of the fame 
Gothick lineage : during all thefe tranfadions, 
ihe Arabs pofTefs both coafts of the Red Sea,^ 
Ajbdtie the old feat of their firft progenitors, an4 
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extend their conqucfts on one fide, through 
Africk^ into Europe itfelf ; on another, beyond 
the borders of India^ part of which they annex 
to their flourifhing empire : in the fame interval 
the Tartars^ widely diffufed over the reft of the 
globe, fwarm in the north-eaft, whence they 
rufh to complete the redudion of Const a n- 
tine's beautiful domains, to fubjugate China, 
to raifc in thefe Indian realms a dynafty fplendid 
and powerful, and to ravage, like the two other 
families, the devoted regions of Iran: by this 
time the Mexicans and Peruvians, with many 
races of adventurers varioufly intermixed, have 
peopled the continent and ifles of America^ 
which the Spaniards^ having reftored their old 
government in Europe^ difcover and in part 
overcome : but a colony from Britain, of which 
Cicero ignorantly declared, that it contained 
nothing valuable^ obtain the pofleflion, and finally 
the fovereign dominion, of extenfive American 
diftrids; whilft other Britijh fubje<fts acquire a 
fubordinate empire in the fineft provinces of /n- 
dia, which thfi vi<ftorious troops of Alexander 
were unwilling to attack. This outline of hu- 
man tranfa(ftions, as far as it includes the limits 
of Afia^ we can only hope to fill up, to ilrength- 
<Bn, apd to colour, by the help of AJiatich litera- 
ture; for in hiftory, as in law, we muft not 
follow ftreams^ when we may inveftigatc foun* 



Digitized by 



Google 



aVIL AND NATURAL. 211 

tain<?, nor admit any fecondary proof, where 
primary evidence is attainable: I ftiould, ne- 
verthelefs, make a bad return for your indulgent 
attention, were I to repeat a dry lift of all the 
Mufelman hiftorians, whofe works are preferved 
in AraUckf Perjian, and Turki/b^ or expatiate 
on the hiftories and medals of China and Japan^ 
which may in time be acceffible to members of 
our Society, and from which alone we can ex- 
pedl information concerning the ancient ftate of 
the Tartars \ but on thehiftory of India j which 
we naturally coniider as the centre of our en- 
quiries, it may not be fuperfluous to prefent you 
with a few particular obfervations. 

Our knowledge of civil JJiatick hiftory (I 
always except that of the Hebrews) exhibits a 
Ihort evening twilight in the venerable intro- 
dudtion to the firft book of Moses, followed by 
a gloomy night, in which different watches are 
faintly difcernible, and at length we fee a dawn 
fucceeded by a funrife more or lefs early accord'^ 
ing to the diverfity of regions. That na Hindu 
nation, but the Cajbmirians, have left us regular 
hiftories in their ancient language, we muft ever 
lament ; but from Sanfcrit literature, which our 
country has the honour of having unveiled, we 
may ftill collect fome rays of hiftorical truth, 
though time and a feries of revolutions have 
obfcured that light which we might reafonably 
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haue expeffced from fo diligent and ingenious a 
people. The numerous Purdnas and lUbdJas, 
or ppems mythological and heroick, are com*- 
pletely in our pov/er ; and from them we may- 
recover fome disfigured, but valuable, piflures 
of ancient manners and governments; while the 
popular tales of the Hindus^ in profe and in vcrfe^ 
jtontain fragments of hiftory ; and even in th^ir 
Santas we may find as many real chara<9:ers and 
events, as a future age might find in our owa 
plays, if all hiftories of England were, like thofo 
of India^ to be irrecoverably loft : for example, 
a moft beautiful poem by So'madeVa, com-» 
prifing a very long chain of inftru<9:ive and 
ngreeable ftories, begins with the famed revo-. 
lution at Pdtaliputra by the murder of King 
Nan DA, with his eight fons, and the ufurpation 
of Chandragupta ; and the fame revolution 
is the fubjedt of a tragedy in Sanfcrit, entitled 
the Coronation of Chandra, the abbreviated 
name of that able and adventurous ufurper. 
From thefe, once concealed but now acceflible, 
compofitions, we are enabled to exhibit a more 
?tecurate Iketch of old Indian hiftory than the 
world has yet feen, efpecially with the aid of 
well-attefted obfervations on the places of the 
colures. It h now clearly pr-oved, that the firfl- 
Purdna contains an account of, the deluge, be** 
tweea vyhich and th^ Mohammedan conqu^ftai 
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tlie hiftory of genuine Hindu government muft 
pf courfe be comprehended ; but we know from 
m arrangement of the feafons in the allronouacal 
work of Pab A SARA, that the war of the Pan- 
DAVAS could not have happened earlier than 
the clofe of the twelfth century before Chris r, 
and Sel^ucus muft, tliercfore, have reigned 
about nine centuries after that war: now tha 
age of Vicrama'ditya is given ; and, if wc 
can fix on an Indian prince, contemporary witU 
Seleucus, we fliall have three given points in 
the line of time between Rama,^ or the firft 
Indian colony, and Chan drab I'j A, the laft 
flindu monarch, who reigned in Be bar i fo that 
only eight hundred or a, thoufand years will re** 
main almoft wholly dark ; and they muft have 
been employed in railing empires or ftates, in 
framing laws,^ in improving languages ^nd arts> 
and in obferving the apparent motions of the 
peleftial bodies. A Sanfcrit hiftory of the ce- 
lebrated Vicrama'ditya was infpeded at Ba^ 
nares by a Pandit^ who would not have de- 
ceived me, and could not himfelf have been de-? 
ceiyed ; but the owner of the book is dead and 
his family difperfed; nor have my friends in 
that city been able, with all their exertions, to 
procure a copy of it : as to the Mogul conquefts, 
ivith which modern Indian hiftory begins, we 
^ave ample accounts of then:^ in PerfiaUi from 
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Ali of Tezd and the tranflations of Turkijb 
books compofed even by fome of th^ conquerors, 
to Ghula/m Husain, whom many of us per- 
fonally know, and whofe impartiality defcrves 
the higheft applaufe, though his unrewarded 
merit will give no encouragement to other con- 
temporary hiftorians, who, to ufe his own phrafe 
in a letter to myfclf, may, like him, confider plain 
truth as the beauty of hijlorical compojiiion. From 
all thefe materials, and from thefe alone, a per- 
itQi hiftory of India (if a mere compilation, 
however elegant, could deferve fuch a title) 
might be coUedted by any ftudious man, who 
had a competent knowledge of Sanfcrity Perjian^ 
and Arabick ; but, even in the work of a writer 
fo qualified, we could only give abfolute cre- 
dence to the general outline 5 for, while the ab-^ 
ftra£t fciences are all truth, and the fine arts all 
fidion, wq cannot but own, th^t, ia the details 
qfbijioryj truth and fiction are fo blended as to 
be fcarce diftinguifhable. 

The pradical ufe of hiftory, in affording part, 
ticular examples of civil and military. wifdom, 
has been greatly exaggerated ; but principles of 
adion may certainly be coUe£ted from it j ahd 
even the narrative of wars and revolutions may 
ferve as a leflbn to nations, and an admonition 
to fovereigns: a defire, indeed, of knowing paft 
events, while the future cannot be known, and 
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a view of the prefent gives often more pain than 
delight, feems natural to the human mind ; and 
a happy propenfity would it be, if every reader 
of hiftory would open his eyes to fome very 
important corollaries, which flow from the whole 
extent of it. He could not but remark the 
conftant efFed of dejpotifm in benumbing and 
debafmg all thofe faculties, which diftinguifh 
men from the herd, that grazes; and to that 
caufe he would impute the decided inferiority of 
moft j^Jiatick nations, ancient and modern^ to 
thofe in Europe^ who are bleft with happier 
governments ; he would fee the jirahs rifing to 
glory, while they adhered to the free maxims 
of their bold janceftors, and finking to mifery 
from the moment, when thofe maxims were 
abandoned. On the other hand he would ob- 
ferve with regret, that fuch republican govern- 
ments as tend to produce virtue and happinefs, 
cannot in their nature be permanent, but; are 
generally fucceeded by Oligarcbies^ which no 
good man would wifli to be durable. He woyld 
then, like the king of Lydia, remember Solon, 
the wifeft, braveft, and raoft accomplifhed of 
men, who aflerts, in four nervous lines, that, 
" as hail and f now ^ which mar the labours of 
'* hulbandmen, j^rocf ^^/rom elevated clouds^ and, 
" as the deftniaive thunderbolt follows the briU 
♦* liantflajlj^ thus is a free Jiate ruined by men 
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•* exalted in power and fplendid in wealth, wbiti 
** the people, from grofs ignorance^ chufe rathet 
^ to become the Jlaves of one tyrant^ that they 
«* may efcape from the domination of many, 
•* than to preferve themfelves from tyranny o^ 
•* any kind by their union and their virtues.'* 
Since, therefore, no unmixed form of govern- 
ment could both deferve permanence and enjoy 
it, and fince changes even from the worft to 
the beft, are always attended with much tem- 
porary mifchief, he would fix on our Britifh con-» 
ftitution {I mean our putlick lazv, not the adual 
ftate of things in any given period) as the beft 
form ever eftablifhcd, though we can only make 
diftant approaches to its theoretical perfcdlion* 
In thefe Indian territories, which providence 
has thrown into the arms of Britain for theif 
protection and welfare, the religion, manners^ 
and laws of the natives preclude even the idea 
of political freedom;* but their hiftories may 
poffibly fugged hints for their profperity, while 
our country derives eflential benefit from the 
diligence of a placid and fubmiffive people, who 
multiply with fuch increafe, even after the ra- 
vages of famine, that, in one colle£torfliip out 
of twenty^four^ and that by no means the largeft 
or beft cultivated \l mean CrtJIma-nagar) there 
have lately been found, by *an actual enu-* 
meration, a million and • three hundred thou/and 
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native inhabitants ; whence it fhould feem, that 
in all India there cannot now be fewer ihan 
thirty millions of black Britijh fubjeds. 

Let us proceed to geography and chronology^ 
without which hiftory would be no certain guide, 
but would refemble a kindled vapour without 
either a fettled place or a fteady light. For a 
reafon before intimated I (hall not name the 
various cofmographical books, which are extant 
in Arabick and Perjian^ nor give an account of 
thofe, which the Turks have beautifully printed 
in their own improved language, but fhall ex- 
patiate a little on the geography and aftronomy 
of India; having firft obferyed generally, that all 
the AJiatick nations anuft be far better acquainted 
with their feveral countries than mere European 
fcholars and travellers; that, confequently, we 
muft learn their geography from their own 
writings; and that, by collating many copies of 
the fame work, we may corded the blunders of 
tranfcribers in tables, names, and defcriptions. 

Geography, aftronomy, and chronology have, 
in this part of Afia, fhared the fate of authentick 
hiftory, and, like that, have been fo malked and 
bedecked in the fantaftick robes of mythology 
and metaphor, that the real fyftem of Indian 
philofophers and mathematicians can fcarce be 
diftinguiflied : an accurate knowledge of San-- 
Jcrit and a confidential intercourfe with learned 
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Brdbmens, are the only means of feparating truth 
from fable; and we may expe£t the moft im- 
portant difcoveries from two of our members ; 
concerning whom it may be fafely aflerted, that, 
if our fociety fhould have produced no other 
advantage than the invitation given to them for 
the publick difplay of their talents, we fhould 
have a claim to the thanks of our country and 
of all Europe. Lieutenant Wilford has ex- 
hibited an interefting fpecimen of the geo- 
graphical knowledge deducible from the Pw- 
rdnas^ and will in time prefent you with fo 
complete a treatife on the ancient world known 
to the Hindus^ that the light acquired by the 
Greeks will appear but a glimmering in com- 
parifon of that, which He will diffufe j while 
Mr. Davis, who has given us a diftinft idea 
of Indian computations and cycles, and afcertain- 
cd the place of the colures at a time of great 
importance in hiftory, will hereafter difclofe 
the fyftems of Hindu aftronomers from Naked 
and Par a'sar to Meya, Vara'hamihir, and 
Bha'scar, and will f6on, I truft, lay before you 
a perfe<9: delineation of all the Indian afterifms 
in both hemifpheres, where you will perceive 
fo ftrong a general refemblance to the conftel- 
lations of the Greeks, as to prove that the two 
fyftems were originally one and the fame, yet 
with fuch a diverfity in parts, as to ihow incon- 
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tcftably> that tieithef fyftem was copied from the^ 
other J whence it will follow, that they muji have 
had fome common fourde. 

The jurifprudence of the Hindus and J^abi 
being the field, which I have chofeii for mf 
peculiar toil, you cannot exped, that I fhould 
greatly enlarge yout coUedion of hiftorical 
knowledge ; but I may be able to oifer yoii 
fome occafional tribute^ and I cannot help men«« 
tioning a difcovery, which accident threw in my 
Way; though my proofs muft be refetved for 
an eflay^ which I have deftined for the fourth 
volume of your Tranfaftiotts. To fix the fitua^ 
tion of that Palibotbra (for there may have been 
feveral of the name)) which was vifited and de* 
fcribedby Megasthe^es hdd always appeared 
a. very difiidult problem j for, though it could 
not haVeJbeen Praydga, where no ancient me- 
tropolis ever flood, nor Cdnyacubja, which haa 
no epithet at all refembling the word ufed by 
the Greeks^ nor Gaury otherwife called Lacjb* 
manavati, which all know to be a town com* 
parativdy modern, yet we could not confidently 
decide that it was Pdtaliputra, though names 
and mod circumftances nearly correfpond, be- 
caufe that renowned capital eittended from the 
confluence of the Sone and the Ganges to the 
fcite of Patna, while Palibotbra flood at the 
junftion of the Ganges and J^rannoboas^ which 
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^he aiccurate M. D'ANviLLEhad pronounced to 
be the Tamuna : but this only difficulty war re- 
moved, when I found in a claffical Sanfcrit 
book, near two thoufand years old, that Hiru" 
nyabdbu^ or golden-^armed^ which the Greeki 
changed into Erarmdboas^ or the rivet with a 
lovely murrmry was in fa£t another name for the 
Sona kfelf, though Megastthenes, from igno^ 
rjtricef 6r iriatterttion, has named them feparately . 
This difcovery led to another of greater moment; 
for ChAndragupta, who, from a military 
adventurer, became, like Sandracottus, the 
fovereign of upper Hindujtan^ actually fixed the 
feat of his empire at Pataliputra,' where he re-' 
ceived ambafladors from foreign princes, and 
was no other than that very Sandracottits^, 
who concluded a treity with Seleucus Ni-* 
CATo* ; fo that we have folved another problem^ 
to which we before alluded, and may in round 
numbers confiderthe twelve and three hundredth 
years before Christ as two certain epochs be- 
tween Rama, who conquered Sildn a few cen- 
turies after the flood, and Vicrama ditya, 
who died at Ujjayini fifty-feven years before the 
beginning of our era. 

11. Since thefe difeuflions^ would lead us t6o 
far, I proceed to the hiftory of Nature diftin- 
guiflied, for our prefent purpofe, from that q{ 
*Man ; and divided into' that of other animals. 
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who iiihabit this globe, of the mineral fubftances, 
which it: contains, and 6f the z^^rfaW^5, which 
fo luxuriantly and fo beautifully adorn it. 
, I . Could (he figure, inllinds, and qualities of 
birds, beafts, infers, reptiles, and fifli be afceri^' 
tained, either on the plan of Buffon, or on that 
of LiNN^us, without giving pain to the objects 
of our examination, few ftudies would afford us 
more folid inftrudion or more exquifite delight j 
but I never could learn by what right, nor con-^ 
ceive with what feelings, a naturalift can oc- 
cafion the mifery of an innocent bird and leave 
its young, perhaps, to perilh in a cold neflt, be- 
caufe it has gay plumage and has never been 
accurately delineated, or deprive even a butterfly 
of its natural enjoyments, becaufe it has the mis^ 
fortune to be rare or beautiful ; nor fhall I evet 
forget the couplet of Firdausi, for which Sadi^ 
who cites it with applaufe> pours bleffings on 
his departed fpirit t 

Ah! spare yon ehimet, rich in hoarded grain: 
He lives with pleasure, and he dies with pain. 

If his may be only a confdifioii of weaknefs^ and 
it certainly is not meant as a boaft of peculiar 
fenfibility J but, whatever name may be given to 
jny opinion, it has fuch an effefk on my con*- 
duct, that 1 never would fufFer the Cocila^ whofe 
y^Ud native woodnotes announce the approach of 
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fpring, to be caught in my garden for the fate 
of comparing it with Buffon's defcription; 
though I have often examined the domeftick and 
engaging Mayana^ which bids us gmd morrow at 
our windows^ and expefls^ as its reward,^ little 
more than fecurity: even when a finis young 
Mams or Pangolin was brought me, againft my 
wifh, from the mountains, I folicited his reftora- 
tion to his beloved rocks, becaufe I found it 
impoflible to preferve him in comfort at a dif- 
tance firom them. There are feveral treatifes on 
animals in Arabick^ and very particular accounti 
of them in Cbinefe with elegant outlines of their 
external appearance j but I have met with no- 
thing valuable conterning them in Perfian,. ex- 
cept what may be gleaned from the medical dic- 
tionaries ; nor have I yet feen a book \n, San-^ 
fcrit, that exprefsly treats of them: oa the 
whole, though rare animals may be found in aU 
JJia^ yet I can only recommend an examination 
ef them with this condition, that they be left, 
as much as poflible, in a ftate of natural freedom^ 
or made as happy as poflible, if it be neceflary 
to keep them confined*. 

2. The hiftory of ming^rals, to which no fucb 
objeftion can be made, is extremely fimple and 
eafy, if we merely confider their exterior look 
and configuration, and their vifible texture ; but 
the ^alyfi6 of their internal propertiies belongs 
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particularly to the fublime refearches ot Chy- 
miftry, on which we may hope to find ufeful dif- 
quifitions in San/crity fince the old Hindus nn^ 
qUeftionably applied thicmfelves to that enchant- 
ing ftudy ; and even from their treatifes on al- 
phymy wc may poffibly tolled the refults of 
a£hial experiment^ as their ancient aftrological 
works have preferved many valuable fads re- 
lating to the Indian fphere and the preceffion of 
the equinox ; both in Perjian and Sanfcrit there 
are books on metals and minerals, particularly 
on geniSy which the Hindu philofophers confiv 
dered (with an exception of the diamond) as 
varieties of one cryftalline fubftance either fimple 
or compound : but wc muft not exped from the 
chymifts of ^Jia thofe beautiful examples of 
analyfis which have but lately been difplayed in 
the laboratories of Europe^ 

3, We now come to Botany, the lovelieft and 
moft copious divifion in the hiftor}*^ of nature ; 
^nd, all difputes on the comparative merit of 
fyftems being at length, I hope, condemned to 
me perpetual night of undijlurbed Jluwber, we 
cgfinot employ our leifurc more delightfully, 
than ill defcrlbing all^iew j^Jiatick plants in the 
Linnaan ftyle and method, or iii correding the ' 
defcriptions of thofe already known, but of 
which dry fpecimens only, or drawings, can have 
been feei> by moft European bptanifts ; in this 
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part of natural hiftorjr we have an ample field yet 
unexplored ; for, though many plants of Arabia 
have been made known by Garcias, Pros-. 
PER Alpinus, and Forskoel, of Perfia, by 
Garcin, of Tartary^ by Gmelin and Pallas, 
of China and Japan^ by Kcempfer, Osbece, 
and Thunberg, of Indian by Rheede and 
RuMPHius, the two Burmans, and the much- 
lamented KoENiG, yet noneof thofe naturalifts 
were deeply verfed in the literature of the feve- 
ral countries, from which their vegetable trea- 
fures had been procured; and the numerous 
works in Sanfcrit on medical fubftances, and 
chiefly on plants, have never been infpefted, or 
never at leaft undcrftood, by any European at- 
tached to the ftudy of nature. Until the garden 
pf the India Company fhall be fully flored (as it 
will be^ no doubt, in due time) with Arabian^ 
Perjian^ and Cbinefe plants, we may well be fa- 
tisfied with examining the native flowers of our 
pwn provinces ; but, unlefs we can difcover the 
Sanfcrit names of all celebrated vegetables, we 
fhall neither comprehend the allufions, which 
Indian poets perpetually make to them, nor 
(what is far worfe) be able to find accounts of 
their tried virtues in the writings of Indian phy- 
ficians ; and (what is woril of all) we fhall mifs 
an opportunity, which never again may prefent 
^tfelf^j for the JPa;/^/^^ themfelves have almoft 



Digitized by 



Google 



CIVIL AND NATURAL. 225 

wholly forgotten theiiv ancient appellations of 
particular plants, and, with all my paioS| I have 
not yet afcertained mor^ thjin tivo bundfedput 
of twice. that number, which are named in th^it 
medical or poetical compofitions. It is much to. 
be deplored, that the illuftrious Van Rheede 
had no acquaintance with Sanfcrit, which ev^n 
hi$ ihree Brdbfn^ris, who compofed the fliort 
preface engraved In that language, appear to 
have underftood very imperfedly, and certainly 
wrote with difgraceful inaccuracy ; in all his 
twelve volumes I recoiled only Pmarnava, iq 
which the Ndgari letters are tolerably right j 
the Hindu words in Arabian charafters are 
ihamefuUy incorfed: ; and the Mahbar^ I am 
credibly informed, is as bad as the reft. His 
delineations, indeed, are in general excellent ; 
and, though Linnjeus himfelf could not ex- 
trad from his, written defcriptions the natural 
charader of every plant in the i^olledion, yet we 
ihall be able, I hope, to defcribe them all from 
the life, and to add a confider^ble number of new 
fpecieSy if hot of new generUy which Rheejdb, . 
with all his noble exertions, could never procure. 
Such of our learned members, as profefs me- 
dicine, will, no doubt, cheerfully affift in thefe 
refearches, either by their own obfervations, 
when they have leifure to make any, or by com- 
munications from other dbferv^rs among their 
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acquaitotance, who may refide in different parts of 
the country : and the mention of their art leads me 
tor the various ufis of natural fubflances, in the 
three kingdoms or claffcs to which they are 
generdly reduced. 

III. You cannot but have remarked, that al-». 
moft all thcfcienceSy as the French call them^ 
which are diftinguiflied by Greek naixies and ar- 
ranged under the hejid pf philofophy, belong 
for the moft part to hiftory ; fuch are philology, 
chymiftry, phyficks, anatomy, and even meta- 
phyficks, when we barely relate the phenpmena 
of the human mind; for, in ^\\ branches of 
Jcnowledge, we are only hiftorijtns, when we 
announce fads, and philofophers, only when 
we reafon on them : the fame may be con- 
fidently faid of Ijiw and of medicine, the firf| 
of which belongs principally to civil, and the 
fecond chiefly to natural, hiftory. Here, there? 
fore, I fpe^k of medicine, as far only as it is ground- 
fed on experiment ; and, without be^ieying im-^f 
plicitly what Arabs^ Perjians^ Cbinefe^ or Hindus 
^ jnay haye written on the virtues of medicinal 
fubftances, w(B may, furely, hope to fin4 in theii: 
writings what oifr own experiments may con^ 
firm or difprove, and y^hat might nevei* hav§ 
occurred to us without fuch intimations. 

Europeans enumerate more than two bundre^ 
^^ fifty mechanical arts, by yrhich the prqr 



Digitized by 



Google 



. aVIL AND NATURAL. 223 

jdudiond of nature may be varloufly prepared 
for the convenience and ornament of life ; and, 
thouglithe SilpafdJim.Tednce thenLto Jixty^aitr^ 
yet Abu'lfazl had been affured, that the Hm- 
dus reckoned three hundred arts and fciences : 
now, their fciences being comparatively few, wc 
tnay conclude, that they anciently praftifed at 
ieaft as many ufeful arts as ourfelves. Several 
Pandits have informed me, that the treatiies qn 
att, which they call Upavedas and believe to havf 
?3een infpired, are not to entirely loft, but that 
jconfidprable fragments of then^ may be found at 
Banares ; and they certainly poflefs many po- 
pular, but ancient, works pn that interefting fub^ 
je£L The manufa<3:ures of fugar and indigo 
Jiave been well known in thefe provinces for 
.more than two thoiifand years; and we cannot 
(entertain a doubt, that their Sanfcrit books oa 
flying and metallurgy contsun very curious fa^ts, 
which might, indeed, be difcovered by accident 
in a long courfe of years, but which we may 
foon bring to light, by the help of Indian lite- 
rature, fortlje benefit of manufafturers and artiftsj^ 
?uid confequently of our nation, who are in- 
terefted ii^ their profperity. Difcoveries of the 
fame kind might be collected from the writings 
of other AJiatick natipns, efpeci^lly of the Chi^ 
nefe ; but, though Perjiany Arahick^ Turkijb 
and Sanfcrit are languages now fo acce|fible,that^ 
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in order to obtain a fufficient knowledge of 
them, little more feems required than a ftrong 
inclination to learn them, yet the fuppofed 
number and intricacy of the Cbinefe charafters 
have deterred our moft diligent Undents from 
attempting to find their way through fo vaft a 
labyrinth : it is certain, however, that the dif- 
ficulty has been magnified beyond the truth; 
for the perfpicuous grammar by M. Fourmont, 
together with a copious diiStionary, which I pof- 
fefs, in Cbinefe and LaUn^ would enable any 
man, who pleafed, to compare the original works 
of Confucius, which are eafily procured, with 
the literal tranflation of them by Couplet j 
and, having made .that firil ftep with attention^ 
he would probably find, that he had traverfed at 
lead half of his career. But I fhould be led be^ 
yond the limits affigned to me on this occafion, 
if I were to expatiate farther on the hiftorical ^ 
divifion of the knowledge coinprifed in the li- 
terature of AJia ; and I muft poftpone till next 
year my remarks on AJiatick philofophy and on 
thofe arts, which depend on imagination ; pro?- 
mifing you with confidence, that, in the courfe 
of the prefent year, ypur inquiries into the civil 
and natural bijiory of this eaftern world wiU 
be greatly promoted by the learned labours of 
Riany among our affociates and correfpond^iit.5* 
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DISCOURSE THE ELEVENTH, 

ON 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE ASIATICfiS, 

PELIVERED 20 FEBRUARY, 1794, 

BY ' '' 

THE PRESIDENT* 



Had it been of any importance, gentlemen, 
to arrange thefe anniverfary diflertations accord- 
ing to the ordinary progrefe of the human mindy 
in the gradual expanfion of its three moft con-f 
fiderable powers, memory^ imagination^ and reaforij 
I fhould certainly have prefented you with aa 
eflay on the liberal arts of the five JJiatick na- 
tions, before I produced my remarks on their 
abJlraSl Jbiences ; becaufe, from my own ohfervr 
ation at leaft, it feems evident, thBt fancy, or 
the faculty of combining our ideas agreeably by 
various modes of imitation and fubftitution, is ii» 
general earlier exercifed, arid fooner attains ma- 
turity, than the power of f^parating and com-r 
paring thofe ideas by the laborious exertions of 
intelledl ; and hence, I believe, it has happened, 
^hat all nations in the world bad poets b^fgr^ 
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they had mere philofophers ; but, as M, D'Al em- 
be rt has deliberately placed fcience before art, 
as the queftion of precedence is, on this occafion, 
of no moment whatever, and as many new 
fa£ts on the fubjeft of JJiatick philofophy are 
frefh in my remembrance, -I propofe to addrefs 
you now on the fciences of AJia, referving for 
our next annual meeting a difquifition concern-^ 
ing thofe fine arts, which have immemorially 
been cultivated, with different fuccefs and in very 
different modes^ within the circle of our com- 
mon inquiries. 

By fcience I mean an affemblage of tran«r 
fcendental propofitions difcoverable by human 
reafon, and reducible to firft principles, axioms, 
or maxims, from which they may all be derived 
in a regular fucceflion; and there are confequently 
as many fciences as there are general objeds of 
Qur intelle£tual powers : when man firft exerts 
thofe powers, his objects are bimfelf and the 
reft of nature ; himfelf he perceives to be comn 
pofed of body and mindy and in his individual 
capacity, he reafpns on the ufes of his animal 
frame and of its parts both exteriour and internal, 
on the diforders impeding" the regular functions 
pf thofe jparts, and on the moft probable method^ 
pf preventing thofe diforders or of removing 
them; he foon feels theclofe connexion between 
liis corporeal and mental faculties, and wheq 
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his mind is refleded on itfelf, he difcourfes on 
its effmce and its operations i in his facial cha- 
TdiGteTy he analyzes his various duties and rights 
both private and publick; and in the leifure, 
which the fuUeft difcharge of thofe duties always 
admits, his intelled: is directed to nature at large, 
to the Jiibflance of natural bodies, to their fevleral 
properties^ and to their quantity both feparate 
and united, finite and infinite ; from all which 
objeds he deduces notions, either purely abftrad 
and univerfal, or mixed with undoubted fads^ 
he argues from phenomena to theorems, from 
thofe theorems to other phenomena, from caufes 
to effeds, from efFe£ts to caufes, and thus ar- 
rives at the demonftration of a Jir/i intelligent 
caufe ; whence his collected wifdom, being ar- 
ranged in the form of fcience, chiefly confifts of 
phyjiology and medicine^ metapbyficks and logick, 
ethicks zvid jurijprudence, natural pbilofopby and 
mathematicks ; from which the religion of nature 
(fince revealed religion muft be referred to hif-* 
tory, as alone affording evidence of it) has in all 
ages and in all nations been the fublime and con«* 
foling refult. Without profeffing to have given 
a logical definition of fcience, or to have exhi- 
bited a perfeft enumeration of its objedts, I 
fhall confine myfelf to thofe fl'&e divifions of 
^Jiatick philofophy, enlarging for the moft part 
on the progrefs which the Hindus have made in 
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them^ and occafionalty iptrpducing the fcienees 
of the jirabs^ and Perfians^ the Tartars, and thtf 
Cbinefe ; but^ how extenfive foever may be the 
range which I have chofen, I Ihall beware of 
exhaufting your patience with tedious difcullions^ 
and of exceeding thofe limits, which the occa^ 
lion of our prefent meeting has neceflarily pre- 
fcribed. 

L The firft article affords little fdope; fince 
1 have no evidence, that, in any language <Jf 
JJia^ there exifts one original treatife on medi- 
cine confidered as a fcience : phyfick, indeed^ 
appears, in thefe regions to have been from time 
immemorial, as we fee it pradifed at this day 
by Hindus and Mufelmdns, a mere empirical 
hijlory of difeafes and remedies ; ufeful, I ad- 
mit, in a high degree, and worthy of attentive 
examination, but wholly foreign to the fubje£t 
before us: though the Arabs, however, have 
chiefly followed the Greeks in' this branch of 
knowledge, and have themfelves been implicitly 
followed by other Mohammedan writers, yet 
(not to mention the Cbinefe, of whofe medical 
works I can at prefent fay nothing with con-* 
fidence)^ we ftill have accefs to a number of 
Sanfcrit books on the did Indian practice of 
phyfick, from which, if the Hindus had a theo- 
retical fyftem, we might eafiFy coUeft it. The 
Ayurveda^ fuppofed to be the work of a celeftial 
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phyfitian, is almoft entirely loft, unfortunately 
perhaps foi* the cuvioxls European, but happily 
for the patient Hindu ; fince a revealed fcience 
precludes imprbyement from experience, to 
Which that of medicine oiight, above all others^ 
to be left perpetually opdn; but I have myfelf 
met with curious fragments of that primeval 
work, and, in the Veda itfdf, I foUnd with 
aftonifhment an entire Upanijbad chithe internal 
parts of the human body ; with an ^numeration 
of nerves, veins, and ai:teries, a defcription of 
the heart, fpleen, and liver, and various difqui- 
fitions outhe formation and growth of the fetus: 
from the laws, indeed, of Menu, which have 
lately appeared in our' own language, we may 
perceive, that the ancient Hindus w6re fond of 
reafoning in their way on the myfteries of ani- 
mal generation, and on the comparative influence 
of the fexes in the produ£kion of perfect off-^ 
fpring ; and we may collcGt from the authori- 
ties adduced in the learned Effay on Egypt and 
the Nile, that their phyfiological difputes led to 
violent fchifms in religion, and even to bloody 
wars. On the whole, we cannot expe<a to ac- 
quire many valuable truths from an examination 
of eaftem books on the fcience of medicine j but 
examine them we muft, if we wifli to complete 
the hiftory of univerfal philofophy, and to fup- 
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ply the fchoIars*o£ Eumf^e with authentkk mi-' 
terials for an account of the opinions anciently 
' formed on this head by the philofophers oEJ/iai 
to know, indeed, with certainty, that fd much 
and no more can be known on any branch of 
icience, would in itfelf be very important and 
nfeful knowledge, if it had no other ettc€t than 
to check the boundlefs curiofity of mankind, and 
to fix them in the ftraight path of attainable 
jcience, efpecially of fuch as relates to their 
duties aod may conduce to their happineis. 

IL We hare an ample fidd in the next di-4 
Tifion, and a field almoft wholly new; fined 
the mytaphyficks and logick of the BrabmenSp 
comprifed in their ^^x philofbphical SafiraSy and 
explained by numerous glofles or comments, 
have nerer yet been acceffible to Europeans ^ 
and, by the help of the Sdnfcrit language, we now 
may read the works of the Saugatas, Bcmddbas^ 
ArbataSy Jainas^ and other heterodox philofo- 
phers, whence we may gather the mctaphyfical 
tenetSr prevalent in China and Japan^ in the 
eaftern peninfula of Indiay and in many con-* 
fiderable nations of Tartary : there are alfo fome 
valuable trads on thefe branches of fcience ia 
Perjian and Arahick, partly copied from the 
Greeks^ and partly comprifing the doftrines of 
the Sufis which anciendy prevaikd| and ftill 
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J)r€vail lii great meafure over this oriental world, 
and which the Greeks themfelves condefcended 
to borrow from eaftern fages. 

The little treatife in four chapters, afcribed 
to Vydfa, is the oiily phifofophical Sdjlra^ the 
Original text of which I have had leifuire to pe- 
rufe with a Brahmen of the Veddnti fchool : it 
is iextremdy obfcure, and, though compofed in 
fentences elegantly modulated, has more fefem- 
blance to a table' of contents, or an accurate 
fumniary> than to a regular fyftematical trad ; 
but all its obfcurity has been cleared by the 
labour of the very judicious and moft learned 
SAncara, whofe commentary on the Veddnta^ 
which I read alfo with great attention, not only 
elucidates every word of the text, but exhibits 
a perfpicuous account of all other Indian fchools, 
from that of Capila to thofe of the more mo- 
dern hereticks. It is not poffible, indeed, to 
fpeak with too much applaufe of fo excellent a 
work ; and I am confident in aflerting, that, 
until an accurate tranflation of it fliall appear in 
fome European language, the general hiftory of 
philofophy mull remain incomplete ; for I per- 
feftly agree with thofe, who are of opinion, 
that one corredl verfion of any celebrated Hindu 
^book would be of greater value than all the 
differtatipns or eflays, that could be compofed 
on the fame fubje(a: ; you will not, however, ex- 
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pcd, that, in fuch a difcourfe as I am tiow de- 
livering, I fliould expatiate on the diverfity of 
Indian philofophical fchools, on the feveral 
founders of them, on the doctrines, which they 
refpedively taught, or on their many difciples, 
.who diflented from their inftrudors in fome 
particular points. On the prefcnt occafion, it 
will be fufficient to fay, that the oldeft head of 
a fed, whofe entire work is preferved, was (ac- 
cording to fome authors) Capila; not thQ 
divine perfonage, a reputed grandfon pf Brah- 
ma', to whom Cri'shna compares himfelf in 
the Gitdy but a fage of his name, who invented 
the Sdnc^bya^ or Numeral, philofophy, which 
Cri'shna himfelf appears to impugn in his 
converfation with Arjuna, and which, as far 
as I can recoUedl it from a few original texts, 
refembled in part the metaphyficks of Pytha- 
goras, and in part the theology of Zeno: his 
dodirines were enforced and illuftrated, with 
fome' additions,, by the venerable Patanjali, 
who has alfo left us a fine comment on the 
grammatical rules of Pa'nini, which are more 
obfcure, without a glofs, than the darkeft oracle ; 
and here by the way let me add, that I refer to 
metaphyficks the curious and important fcience 
of univerfal grammar^ on which many fubtil dif- 
quifitions may be found interfperfed in the par- 
ticular grammars of the ancient Hindus, and in 
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tKofe 6{ the more modern Af^abs. The next 
founder; I believe, of a philofophical fchool was 
Got A MA, if, indeed, he was not the moft an- 
cient of all ; for his wife Ahaly a was, accord- 
ihg to Indian legends, reftored to a human fliape 
by th6 great Ra'ma j and a fage of his name, 
whom we have no reafon to fuppofe a different 
perfonage^ is frequently mentioned in the Feda 
itfelf J to his rational dodrines thofe of Ca- 
nada were iii general conformable; and the phi* 
Idfophy of them both is ufually called Nyaya^ 
or logicaly a. title aptly beftowed j for it feems to 
be a fyftem of metaphyficks and logick better 
accommodated than any other anciently known 
in IndiUj to the natural reafon and common 
fenfe of mankind ; admitting the actual exiftencc 
of material fuhjiance in the popular acceptation 
of the word matter^ and comprifmg not only a 
body of fublime dialedticks, but an artificial 
method of reafoning, vyith diftindk names for 
the three parts of a propofition, and even for 
thofe of a regular fyllogifm. Here I cannot 
refrain from introducing a fingular tradition, 
which prevailed, according to the well-informed 
author of the Dabijidn, in the Panjdb and in 
feveral Perjian provinces, that, " among other In-^' 
'^ dian curiofities, which Callisthenes tranf- 
" mitted to his uttcle, was a technical fyjiem of 
^ logick, which the J^rdbmens had communicated 

S 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



?38 ON THE PHILOSOPHY 

•' to the inquifitive Greek^' and which the Mo- 
hammedan writer fuppofes to have been the 
groundwork of the famous Arijlotelean method : 
if this be true, it is one of the moft interelling 
fafts, that I have met with in AJia ; and if it be 
falfe, it is very extraordinary, that fuch a ftory 
fhould have been fabricated either by the can- 
did MoHSANi Fdni; or by the fimple P arsis 
Pandits 9 with whom he had converfed; but, 
not having had leifure to ftudy the Nydya Sdf^ 
ira^ I can only aflure you, that I have frequently 
feen perfe<3: fyllogifms in the philofophical 
writings of the Brdbmens^ and have often heard 
them ufed in their verbal controverfies. What- 
ever might have been the merit or age of 60- 
TAMA, yet the moft celebrated Indian fchool is 
that, with which I began, founded by Vya'sa, 
and fupporteJ in moft refpefts by his piipil Jai- 
MiNi, whofe diflent on a few points is mention- 
ed by his mafter with refpe6lful moderation : 
their feveral fyftems are frequently diftinguifhed 
by the names of the firft and fecond Mimdnfdy 
a word, which, like Nydya, denotes the opera- 
tions and conclufions of reafon ; but the tra£t of 
Vy a's A has in general the appellation oiVeddntay 
or the fcope and end of the Veda, on the texts 
of which, as they were underftood by the phi- 
lofopher, who colleded them, his doctrines are 
principally grounded* The fundamental tenet 
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of the Veddnti fchool, to which in a more mo- 
derii: age the incomparable Sancara was a 
firm and iHuftrious adherent, confifted, not in 
deftying the exiftencc of matter, that is, of foli- 
dity, impenetrability, and extended figure (to 
detiy Which would be lunacy), but^ in* correct- 
ing the popular notion of it, and in contending, 
that it has' no effente independent of mental* 
perception, that exiftence and perceptibility are? 
convertible terms, that external appearances and 
fenfations are illufory, and would vanilh into' 
liothing, if the divine energy, which alone fuf- 
tains them, were fufpended but for a moment y 
atn opinion, which Epicharmus and Plato 
feem to hare adopted, and which has been main- 
tained in the prefent century with great elegance, 
but with little publick applaufe; partly becaufe 
it has been: mifunderftood, and partly becaufe 
it has been mifapplied by the falfe reafoning of ' 
fome unpopular writers, who are faid to have", 
difbelieved in the moral attributes of God,- 
whofe omniprefence, wifdom, and goodnefs are 
the bafis of the Indian philofophy; I have not 
fufEcient evidence on the fubjedt to profefs a 
belief in the dodrine of the Veddnta^ which 
Jiuman reafon alone could, perhaps, neither fully 
demonftrate, nor fully' difprove; but it is ma-'- 
nifeft, that nothing can be farther removed fr6m* 
impiety than a fyftera wholly built on the pureft 
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devotion ; gind the inexpreffible diflSculty, which 
jiny man, who {hall. make the attempt, will at- 
furedly find in giving a fatisfadory definition 
of material fubjiance^ muft induce us to delibe-? 
fate with coolnefs, before we cenfure the learned 
and pious re lorer pf the ancient Veda ; though 
we cannot but admit, that, if the common opi-r 
nions of mankind be the criterion of philofophical 
truth, we muft adhere to the fyftem of Go'ta- 
MA, which the Brdbmens qf this province almoft 
univerfally follow, ^ 

If the metaphyficks of the Vedantis be wild 
and erroneous;, the pupils of Buddha have ruUi 
ij: is aflerted, into an error diametrically oppo- 
fite; for they are charged with denying the 
exiftence of pure fpirit, and with believjng no- 
thing abfolutely and really to exift but material 
fid>Jiance ; a heavy accufation which ought only 
tq have been made on pofitive and incqnteftable 
proof, efpecially by the orthodox BrdbmenSj, 
wbp, as puDDHA diflented from their anceftors 
in reg^d to bloody facrijlces, which the Feda 
certainly prefgribes, may not unjuftly be fufpettr 
e^ of low and interefted malignity. Though I 
canno^ credit thp charge, yet I am unable to. 
prove it entirely falfe, having only read a few 
pages of a Saugaija book, which Captain Kirk* 
PATRICK had lately the jdndnefs to give me; 
|)Ut it begins, like other H/«(/books, with the 
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^ord O'm, which we know to be a fyfhtol of 
the divine attributes: then follows, indeed, a 
myfterious hymn to the Goddefs of Nature, by 
the name of ^ryd^ but with feveral other titles^ 
which the Brdhmens themfelves continually be- 
ftow on their Devi\ now the Brdhmens^ who 
have no idea, that any fuch perfonage exifts as 
DeW, orcithe Goddefs^ and only mean to exprefs 
allegorically iht power of God, exerted in creat* 
ing, preferving and renovating this univerfe, we 
cannot with juftice infer, that the diflenters ad- - 
mit no deity but vijible nature: the Pandity 
who now attends me, and who told Mr. Wil- - 
KINS, that the Saugatas were atheifts, would 
not have attempted to refift the decifive evidence • 
of the contrary, which appears in the very in- 
ftrument, on which he was confulted, if his un- 
derflanding had not been blinded by the into- 
lerant zeal of a mercenary priefthood. A literal i 
verfion of the book juft mentioned (if any ftudi- 
ous man had learning and induftry equal to the 
tafk) would be an ineftimable treafure to the 
compiler of fuch a hiftory as that of the labo- 
rious Brucker j but let us proceed to the 
morals emd juri/prudence of the JJiaticks, on 
which I could expatiate, if the occafion admitted 
a full difcuffion of the fubjcdt, with correOinefs ■ 
^nd confidence. 

JII, That both ethicks and abftrad law^ 
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toight be rcducqd to thje method 0/ fcience^ cantf 
not furely be doubted ; but^ although fueh a 
method would be of infinite ufe in a fjftem of 
yniverfal^ or even pf national, jurifprudence^ 
yet the principks of morality are fo few, fo lur 
roinpua, and fo ready to prefent themselves oi^ 
pivery ocGafiopj that the pra£kical utility of a 
fcientifical arrangement, in a treatife pnriethicks^ 
may very juftly be queftioiiied. /The moralifts 
of the eaft have in general cnbfen to dj&Uvec 
thpir precepts in fhort fehtentious maximsj^. to 
illuftrate t^^m by fprightly pomparifons^ or tQ 
ineulcat.e them, in the very ancient form of 
agreeable apologues :. there are, indeed, both in 
Arabick and Perjian^ philofophical trads oa 
ethicks written with found ratiocinatioa a^4' 
elegant perfpicuity : but in every part pf thief 
eaftem world, from Pekin to Dama/cu^^ the 
popular teachers of moral wifdom have immen 
morially been poets, and there would be no end- 
of enumerating their works, which are ftill ex* 
taut in the five principal languages of jdfia^ 
^ pijr divine religion, the truth of which (if any 
hiftory be true) is abundantly proved by hillo- 
rical evidence, has no need of fuch aids, as many 
are willing to give it, by afferting^ that the wifeft 
men pf this world were ignorant of the twp 
great maxims that wemuji adlin reJpeSi of others, 
as wejhould wijh them U> a£l' in reJpeSt qf our^ 
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fdves, ai^ that, injlead of returning evil for evily 
wejbmld confer benefits even on tbofe who iryurc 
us ; but the firft rule is implied isQ a fpecch of 
Lysias, and expreffed in diftin^St pfcnifes by 
Thales and Pittacus ; and I have evca 
feen it word for word in the original ibf Con- 
fucius,, which I carefully compared with the 
Latin t^anflation* It has been ufual with zeak>tisr 
men, to ridicule and abufe all thofe, whti dare 
on this point to quote the Cbinefe philofopher ; 
but, inftead of fupportirtg their caufe, they would 
fliake it, if it could be fhaken, by their uncaiidid 
^fperity ; for they ought to remember, that one 
great end of revehition, aa it b moft exprefsty 
declare4,^-was not to inftruft the wife and few, 
but the many and unenlightened. If tfie con- 
yerfnion, therefore, of the Pandits and Maulavis 
\vt thi^cpiintry. fhall ever bd atttrnpted^byrpro;*' 
teftant miflionaries; they.muft bewaccxofr afleit- 
irig, while they teaeh the gbfpd of troth,., wiiat 
tbofe Pandits dLad Mmdavis would'knbwtixbfe) 
falfe : the former would cite the h&Lntr£ai Aryd 
couplet, which was wrhtenat leaftthreeceixtui^S' 
before our era, and which pronouncdsi the doty 
of a good man;, even in the mom^at of hisfde- 
ftrudiion, to confift not only infargwikg^buteven 
in a defire &f benefiting^ bis defircyer, as the 
Sandal^^r^^, in the infiant of its dzrerthraWy fheds 
perfume on the, axe 9 which feUs ity and the latter 
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would triumph in repeating the verfe of Sadi% , 
who reprefents a return of good for good as a 
flight reciprocity J but fays to the virtuous man,- 
" Confer benefits on him who bos injured theey^ 
ufing an Arabick fentence, and a maxim appa- 
rently of the ancient Arabs. Nor would the 
Mufelmans fail to recite four diftichs of Ha fiz, 
who has illudrated that maxim with fanciful but 
elegant alluiions ; 

Leanj from yon orient Ihell to love thy foe. 
And ftore with pearls the hand, that brings thee wo ; 
Free, like yon rock, from bafe vindiftive pride, 
- Imblaze with gems the wrift, that rends thy fide : 
Mark, where yon tree rewards the ftony (how'r 
With fruit ne£lareous, or the balmy flow'r ; 
All nature calls aloud : ^* Shall man do lefs . 
Than heal' the fmiter, and th^ railer blefs ?** 

Now there is not a fliadow of reafon for believ- 
ing, that the poet of Sbiraz had borrowed this 
dodrine from the Cbnftians ; but, as the caufe 
of Cbrifiianity could never be promoted by falfe- 
hood or errour, fo it will never be obftrufted by 
candour and veracity; for the leflbns of Con-' 
rucius and Ghana cya, of Sadi' and Ha'fiz, 
are uiiknown even at this day to millions of 
Cbinefe and Hindus, Perfians and other M^- 
bommedans^ who toil for their daily fupport; 
iior, were they known ever fo perfectly, would 
they h^ve a divine fandtion with the multitude j 
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fp that, In order to crjlight^a th§ minds of the 
ignorant, and to enforqe the obedience of the 
perverfe, it is evidently a priori, that ^ reveakd 
religion was neceflary in the great fyftenoi of 
providence ; but , nay principal motive for in- 
troducing this topick, was to give you a fped-- 
rpen of that ancient oriental morality, which ii 
comprifed in an infinite number of Perfiftn^ 
j^rabicky and Sanfcrit compofitions* 'J 

Nearly one half of jtirijprudehce is clofely. 
connected with ethicfcs ; but, fince the learned 
of AJia confider moft of their laws as pofitivc 
and divine iriftitutions, and not as the ^erc 
conclufions of human reafon, and fince I have 
prepared a mafs of extremely curious materials, 
which I referve for an introdudion to the digeft. 
of Indian laws, I proceed to the fourth divifion, 
\5rhich confifts principally oi fcience tranfcehd- 
ently fo named, or the knowledge of nhftraSt 
quantities^ oj their limits ^ properties and relations^ 
impreffed on the underft^nding with the forces- 
of irrcfiftible demonjirationy which, as all other 
knowledge depends.at.befl: on our fallible fehfes, 
jsind in great meafure on flill more fallible tef- 
timony, can only be found, in pure mental ab- , 
ftraclions ; though for all the purpofes df life, 
opr own fenfes, and even the credible tellimony ^ 
of others, give us in mofl cafes the highefl de- 
gree of certainty, phyfical and moral. 
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IV. I HAvfi already had occafion to touch on 
the Indian metaphyficks of natural bodies accord- 
ing to the moft celebrated of the AJiatick fchools, 
from which the Pythagoreans are fuppofed to' 
have borrowed many of their opinions ; and, as 
we learn from Cicero, that the old fages of* 
Europe had an idea of centripetal force and a 
principle of univerfal gravitation (which they 
never indeed attempted to demonftrate), Xo I 
can venture to aflSrm, without meaning to pluck a 
Ifeaf from the neverfading laurels of our immortal 
Newton,' that the whole of his theology and 
part of his philofophy may be found in the 
V^xias and even in the works of the Sufis : that 
mojt fuhtil fpirit^ which he fufpedled to pervade 
natural bodies, and, lying concealed in them, to 
caufe attraction and repulfion, the emiflion, re- 
flexion, and refraction of light, electricity, ca-* 
lefadion, fenfation, and mufcular motion, is de- 
fcribed by the Hindus as 2ijijtb elevtent endued 
with thcfe Very powers ; and the Vedas abound 
with allufions to a force univerfally attractive, 
which they chiefty afcribe to the Sun, thence 
csiWedJdityay or the AtfraSiw ; a name defigned 
by the mythologifts to mean the child pf the 
Goddefs Aditi ; but the moft wonderful paf- 
fa^e on the theory of attraction occurs in the 
charming allegorical poem of Shi'ri'n and 
Ferha D, or the Divine Spirit and a human 
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Soul dijinterejiedly pious ; a work which from 
the iirft verfe to the laft, is a blaze of religious 
and poetical fire. The whole paflage appears 
to me fo curious, that I make no apology for 
giving you a faithful tranflation of it : *' There 
** is a ftrong propenfity, which dances through 
*' every atom, and attracts the minuteft particle 
*' to fome peculiar objecft ; fearch this univerfe 
" from its bafe to its fummit, from fire to air, 
** from water to earth, firom all below the Moon 
** to all above the celeilial fpheres, and thou 
" wilt not find a corpufcle deftitute of that na- 
*' tural attraftibility ; the very point of the firft 
** thread, in this apparently tangled fkein, is no 
*' other than fuch a principle of attradion, and 
** all principles befide are void of a real bafis ; 
" from fuch a propenfity arifes every rpotion 
^' perceived in heavenly or in terreftrial bodies ; 
** it is a difpofition to be attracted, which taught 
*' hard fteel to rulh from its place and rivet itfelf 
** on the magnet ; it is the fame difpofition, 
*^ which impels the light fl:raw to attach itfelf 
*^ firmly on amber ; it is this quality, which gives 
*^ every fubftance in nature a tendency toward 
** another, and an inclination forcibly directed 
** to a determinate point." Thefe notions are 
vague, indeed, and unfatisfadory ; but permit 
me to afk, whether the laft paragraph of New- 
toil's incomparable work goes much farther, 
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and whether any fubfeqoent experiments havtf 
thrown light on a fubjetS fo abftrufe and ob- 
fcure: that the fublime aftronomy and exquw 
fitely beautiful geometry, with which that work 
is illumined^ fhould in any degree be approached 
liy the Mathematicians of Jjia, while of all 
Europeans^ who ever lived, Archimedes alone 
was capable of emulating them, would be a vain 
expedation; but we muft fufpend our opinion' 
of Indian aftronomical knowledge^ till the Surya 
Jiddbdnta ihall appear in our own language, and 
even then (to adopt a phrafe of Cicero) our 
greedy and capacious ears will by no means be 
fatisfied ; for in order to complete an hiftorical 
account of genuine Hindu aftronomy, we require 
verbal tranflations of at leaft three other Sanfcrit 
books; of the treatife by Parasara, for the 
firft age of Indian fcience, of that by Vara'ha, 
with the copious comment of his very learned 
fon, for the middle age, and of thofe written by 
Bh A SCAR A, for times comparatively modern. 
The valuable and now acceffible works of the 
laft mentioned philofopher, contain alfo an uni^ 
verfal, or Jpecious, arithmetick, with one chapter 
at leaft on geometry; nor would it, furely, be 
difficult to procure, through our feveral refidents 
with the Pi/bwdsind with Scindhya, the older 
books on algebra, which Bhascara mentions, 
and on whichMr. Davis would juftly fet a 
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yery high value ; but the Sanfcrit work, from 
which we might expe£l the moft ample and im- 
portant information, is entitled CJbetrdderfa^ or 
a View of Geometrical Knoxvledge^ and was com- 
piled in a very large volume by order of the il* 
luftrious Jayasinha, comprifing all that re- 
mains on that fcience in the facred language of 
India : it was infpedted in the weft by a Pandit 
now in the fervice of Lieutenant Wilford, 
and might, I am perfuaded, be purchafed at 
yayanagar, where Colonel Polier had permifr 
fion from the Raj a to buy the four Fedas them- 
felves. Thus have I anfwered, to the beft of 
my power, the three firft queftions obligingly 
tranfmitted to us by profeflbr Playfair 5 whe- 
ther the Hindus have books in Sanfcrit exprefs- 
ly on geometry, whether they have any fuct 
on arithmetick, and whether a tranflation of the 
Surya fiddbdnta be not the great dejideratum on 
the fubjedk of Indian aftronomy : to his three 
laft queftions, whether an accurate fummary ac- 
count of all the Sanfcrit worics on that fubje£t, 
a delineation of the Indian celeftial fphere, with 
correft remarks on it, and a defcription of the 
aftronomical inftruments ufed by the ancient 
Hindus^ would not feverally be of great utility^ 
we cannot but anfwer in the affirmative, pro- 
vided that the utmoft critical fagacity were ap-- 
plied in diftinguiftxing fuch works, conftellations. 
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ftnd inftraments, as are clearly of Indian 6rigin^ 
from fuch as were introduced into this country 
by Mufdman aftronon^ers from Tartary and 
Terjiaj or in later days by Mathematicians from 
Europe. 

y. From all the properties of man and of na- 
ture, from all the various branches of fcience, 
fipom all the dedu<3:ions of human reafon, the ge- 
neral corollary, admitted by Hindus^ Arabs, and 
Tartars, by Perjians^ and by Chinefe, is the fu- 
premacy of an allrcreating and all-preferving 
ijpirit, infiaitely wife, good, and powerful, but 
infinitely removed from the coraprehenfion of 
his moft exalted creatures ; nor are there in any 
language (the ancient Hebrew always excepted) 
tnore pious and fublime addrefles to the being of 
beings, more fplendid enumerations of his attri- 
butes, or more beautiful defcriptions of his vifible 
works^ than in Arabick^ Perjian and Sanfcrit, 
efpecially in the J^oran, the introductions to the 
poems of Sadi', NizaVi, and Firdausi, the 
four Vedas and many parts of the numerous Pw- 
rdnas: but fupplication and praife would not 
iatisfy the boundiefs imagination of the Veddntl 
and Suft theologifts, who blending uncertain me- 
taphyficks with undoubted principles of religion^ 
have |»«fumed to reafon confidently on the very 
4;iature and eifence of the divine fpirit, and af- 
ferted in a very remote age, what multitudes of 
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Hindus' aiid Mufe^nans affert at this tour, that 
all fpirtt isTiomog^neou^, that the fpirit of God 
is iti 'kink^iY^lt fame with that of mani' though 
&S&nwg''tt6m It infihitely hi degree, ^andthat, 
as material fubftance is mere illufion, there exifts 
in ^this'iifiiverfe only one generick ' fpintual fiib- 
ftaitci/ the fole jirimairy caufc, efficient, iub- 
ftantial and formal dfalF fec'dndary caufes and of 
all appe^ance^ whatever, ^but endued i£ it^ high- 
€ft degree; with a fubfittie proS^dentiif vHifdom^ 
aiiii proc^fedlhg by Ways mxfbm^tehenfible td'thfe 
i^irits Wftlch-emane fr6m it ; an o^ririroh,. which 
GoTAMA nevfer tau^^t; arfd^whicfa we'haVe nc> 
a^ltborityto' believe^ btit which, as it ife grbundeil 
on- the dofe-in^ of an iriiniatelrial oreator fU-' 
premely wife, and a conftant preferver fupreme- 
ly benevolent, differs as widely from the pan- 
theifm of Spi noz A and Tol and, as the affirm- 
ation of a propofition differs from the nega- 
tion of it ; though the laft named profefTor of 
that infane philofopby had the bafenefs to conceal 
his meaning under the very words of Saint 
Paul, which are cited by Newton for a pur- 
pofe totally different, and has even ufed a phrafe, 
which occurs, indeed, in the Veda^ but in a fenfe 
diametrically oppofite to that, which he would 
have given it. The paffage, to which I allude, 
is in a fpeech of Varuna to his fon, where he 
fays : ** That fpirit, from which thefe created 
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^^ beings proceed; thyK)ugh wl|ioh.havif^ pro^ 
*' ceeded fix)m it, thfjy Uve j toward which thfy 
^ tend and in which (hey ^e ul^mf^t^y .%b(orbT 
^* ed, that Tpirit ftudy to jci^pw i tlj?;? ^i^t ^tkn 
^f Great One" , , :,;,., 

The fubjed of this difcojuciby geiit}^!^^ n^ is ior 
exhauftible : if ha^s heiei^ pq^y endei^yo\;r %Q,^7 ^ 
^uch OA it f^ poflSW^ j^n the few^ w^rds i wd, 
^t thf ^g^ning of nis^t year» I hope to clofe thef^ 
geneml lpifq^i^ltiQ^g w:icti>,topick8 pieafurelei^ 
\a e^^ent^ but.)«;& ab^brufe than that, which haii 
this d^y beeni ^^ftfuflTe^^ ^d better adapted to th^ 
gauety» wl^ich icem^ to liave prevailed in tho 
lea^rned banquets of the Grenhs^ ai^d which oix^t^ 
ipt\j^ to preyail in «very fympofiisigl;; ^flfimbly* 
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A DIsaERTATlOK 

ON Tli« 

ORTHOQRAPRY OF ASIATICK, WORP§ 

IN SOMAN LETT^HS. 

BT 



BVl.|iy in^n, who Ji^ qccafion to compofe 
tra^s op AJiatiqk Liter2|tur«, or to tianflat^ ftQVfk 
th9 Jifiatick Ls^nguages, muft alway? fiad4t coor 
venl9nt> and roa\etimes pecelTaryy to ^sprei^ 
j^ri^biak, Indian, aivd Perjian worda, or fea* 
l^noes, in the charaders generally ^f^d 9tmQfi£; 
J^urapeansi and almoft every writer ia tlxQ^ 
cir^\imfta9cies has a method of notation p^i^ulUf 
tQ hipafelf ; but none has yet appe^^d in tlv 
form of acompli^te fyftem; fp that ^ach original 
found may be rendered invariably by epe appror 
priated fymbql, corrfbrnjaWy to the natural order 
of articulation, a^d with a due regard to th^ 
pnmitiye. power qf th? Jt(nnan alphabet, whi«|i 
fW)dem EfUrops h»s in general adopted* A 
wmt oi att«rit|on .to this obje^ has occaiioped 
fie^t Qonfufioft in mftopy aQd Qepgraphy. The 
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ancient Greeks^ who made a voluntary facrifice 
of truth to the delicacy of theif* ears, appear to 
have altered by defign almoft all the oriental 
pames, which they introduced into their elegant, 
but romantick, Hlftoties ; and even their more 
modern Gcogrs^hers/ who were too vain, per- 
haps, of their own language to learn any other, 
have fo ftrangely difguifed the proper appel- 
lations of countries, cities; and' rivers in AJia^ 
that, without the guidance of the fagacious and 
indefatigable M. D'Anville, it would have 
been as troublefome to follow Alexander 
through the Paryab' on the Ptolemaick map of 
AGATHob:ffiMON, as adually to travelover the 
fame country in its prefent ftate of rudenefs atid 
diforder. They had an unwarrantable habit of 
'moulding foreign names to a Grecian form, and 
giving them a refemblance to fdme derivative 
word in their own tongue: thus, they changed the 
Gogra into Agoranis^ or a river of the ajfembif, 
XJcbab into Oxydracce, or Jbarpjigbted, and fte^ 
nas into Aomoi^ or a rock inaccejftble to birds ; 
"whence tKeir poets, who delighted in wonders, 
embelliflied their works with iiew .images, dit- 
tinguifhing regions and fortreffes by properties, 
which exifted only in imagination. If we have 
lefs livelinefs of fancy than the Ancients, we 
have more accuracy, more love of truth, and; 
perhaps, more folidity of judgement j and/ if our 
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works, fliall afFo^4 kf? ddightto^thofe, iivrjeJ^e£ki 
pf whom we ihall be Aocients, it may be laid 
without prefumption, that we fhall give them 
more corre(9: information on the Kfiftory ^nd 
Geography. of this eaftern world j fince no man 
can perfectly, defcribe a country, .^who is: unac- 
quainted with il\t language of ^t The leaijied. 
and entertaining .work .of M. D'Herb^^ox^ 
which profeffes to interpret and. elucidate thft 
names of perfons and. places, jAjxd^t^c titles of 
bQoks^ abounds alfo in pt^tions ^rom the beft 
writers .of Jrabfa and Per/ia ; ye^ though Jii§ 
orthography will be found lefs defedtive than 
t}^ of other writers on fimil^ fubjcfts, w.it^iaut. 
?xcjepting.the illuftriouaj. jPrinqe Kan.i:emiji, 
fUll.it ^e^qyires more than d moderate knowledge 
QfPer/iatii Arahick^ ^.^^Jufkijh, to cpn^prehend 
all the,..paflage3' qjuptq^ ^7 him in European 
charaders j ope inl^ance .•pf which I. pannot 
forbear^giviug^ I In the ac^pppt of Ibm j^^idun^ 
a ctlehvBtc^ ^ndalufia;t^^^ the ,6rft couplet of 
' an^legy ip Arabick i^-praifisd for its elegance, 
and ei^prefle^d thus in /lo;f|a;r letters ; 

letad hein tenagifco/n 3{iamaJfna ;• -*'— ^^ V *: 
i': :> :I^ha &laiaa ala^ laida taffina. t '^f ) . :., ■ 

*' The time, adds the tranflator, will foon 
*' come^;vrhfiO you wHllieliyer us.frdm all our 
•* cares : the remedy jis aflured, provided we 
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^ hit* a litde p4tltntc.'^ When V)t. tivt^r tf 
Oxfordj v^tfi I aiti bdund to name with gra- 
tittide and vcneratioh, togcthet with two or three 
othfers, attecfiptfed at fny rtqueft to write the 
felne diftith in AtAbian charaders, they dl 
vrWtt it differently, and all, in my prefcnt c^l- 
nion, errontoufly. I was then a very young 
Undent, and could not cafily have procured 
Bmu Zaidiin't wbrks, which are, no doubt, pre^ 
fctvfed in the Bbdley library, but whieh hivfe 
not finte fallen In toy way. This admired cou- 
plet, therefore, I hav* never feen in the original 
eharadireft, and confefs myfelf at alofe to render 
d^m with eiertalnty. bbth verfes are written 
by D'H'erbelot without attentioti to th^ gram- 
matital polhts, that is, in a form whith no team^ 
ed Arid) would give them in recitation'; but, al- 
diough the Prencb veriion be palpably erroneous, 
it is by no means eafy to corred the errour. If 
iUsa or a remedy be the true readmg, the nega- 
tive particle mull bfe al^urd, fince tadffhhii fi^- 
6ifies we are patient, and not we dejpaif^hut, If 
aUfay or affti^on be the proper word, fome ob* 
fcurity mull arife from the verb, with which it 
agrees. On the whole I guefs, that the diftich 
Ihould thus be written : 
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TeeMu bbina tandjicum d'emdiruni^ 
TakdlMaina'Ufayhuldtddfih^^ 

** Whto our bofottid impdtt their fecrets to 
*^ you, iaGguifli would almoft fix our do6m> Sf 
*< we were hot mutUiJtty to cojifole ourfel'^cs/* 

The principal rerbs laay hare a future (enfc, 
and the laft Word may adtnlt of a different inteifw 
pretation. Dr. HtJNT, I remember, had found 
inGiOQtWs the "^bt^dhefndytr^yrhiQh he con- 
ceived to be in th6 original. After all, tKfc 
ihyine feems itnperfe^, and the meafure irre- 
gular: Now I afk, whether fuch perplexities 
could hare arifeii, if D^Herbelot or his Editor 
had formed a regular fyfteih of expreffing ArAi* 
hick in R<man chafaders, and had apprized his 
readers of it in his iAttoduftor^p diitertation ? 
' If a further proof be required, thsrf iufch a fyf- 
tcm will be ufeful to the learned and eifential to 
the ftudent, let me remark, that a learner of 
Perfianj who Ihould read in our beft hiftories 
the life of Sultan Azim, and wifli to write his 
fiamie in jirabick letters, might exprefs it thirty- 
nin^ diSbrent ways, and be wrong at laft: the 
*rOrd ihould be written Adzem with three points 
on the firft confonant. 

^ Inhere are two general modes of exhibiting 
jifiatiek words in our own letters : they arte 
founded on principles nearly oppofite, but each 
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of thenvhas its advantages, and eadh hs$ been 
recommended by refpedtable authorities.^ The 
firft profeffes to regard chiefly the pronunciation 
of the words mten4ed to-be exprefied; and this- 
method, a§ {2^ as it can be purfued, is unqueftion^ 
ably ufeful : but new founds are very inade*- 
quately prefented to a fenfe not formed to re- 
ceive them J and the reader muft in the end be 
left to pronounce many letters and fyll.ables pre- 
cariouily; befides, that by this mode of ortho- 
graphy all grammatical analogy is deflroyed^ 
fimplt founds are reprefented by double cha- 
radlers^ vowels of one denomination ftand for 
thofe of anqther J and poflibly with all our la- 
.bour we , perpetuate a provincial or inelegant 
pronunciation : ^\l thefe obJ€£tion3 may be made 
to the ufual V^^y of writing Kummerbund, in 
Which neither the letters nor the true found of 
them are preferved, while Kemerhend^ or Cemer^ 
bend^ as an ancient J5r//o« would write it, clearly 
exhibits both the original characters and the 
Perjian pronunciation of them. To fet this 
point in a ftrong light, we need only fuppofe, 
'that: the French had adopted a fyftem of letters 
^wholly different from ours, and of which we 
had no types in our printing-houfes: Ifst us, con^ 
^eiye an Englijbman acquainted with their lan- 
guage to be pleafed with Maj.he*be*s welU 
known imitation, of Horace^ and ^efi)%)KS of 
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* La mort a des rigueurs a nuUe autre paruU^i . -•.'. 

' On abeaula prier: . . . - . 

* La cruelle qu'elle eft fe l)buclie les oreilles, ' 

*Et nous laifie crier. * -'V- . J,^^": .. *r c '^J 

*. Le pauyre en fa cabane, ou I^ ch?iujnc lecouvrcj . ^ 
* Eft fujet a fes loix, 

* Et la gardfc, qui veille aux tarrieres dii Louvn^ 
' *N'cn defciid patnos roi&r 

Would he then exprefs *thefe eight verfes, In 
rRomj;/ charadersj exadily as the FVencb iktm^ 
felves in^fadl exprefs them, or would 'he deco- 
rate his compofition with &i paflage'-raorc re* 
femblitig the diale6l of favages, than thatrof a 
jiolifhed nation \ His ' pronunciation, good or 
bad, would,, perhaps, be thus reprefented : 

* Law more aw day recgyewrs aw nool otruh parellyuh, 

* Onne aw bo law prceay : 

* Law crooellyuh kellay fuh boofhuh lays orellyuh, 

* Ay-noo lay fuh creeay. 

* Luh povre ong faw cawbawn oo luh chomuh luh coovruh, 

* Ay foozyet aw fay Iwaw, 

* Ay law gawrduh kee velly 6 bawryayruh dydo Lodvruh ' 
. ' * Nong<tlayfoiig paw ndrwaw!' 

^ The &cond iyAcm of J{fiatick Qrdiography 
cbnfifts in fcru|mlouflyxeinictibgJ^tfrJfo«r letter^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



M5 CAI tm Olt11l6(^Al>l!T 

bidunit any pittiailtf &tm l& f/ttftt^l tiki }^m^ 
nunciation i and, as long as this modfe ^Md^Kdk 
by unvaried rules, k feems clearly entitled to 
preferthce. 

For the firft method df writing Perjian words 
the warmeft advocate, among my acquaintance, 
was the late Major Davy, a Member of our 
Society, and a man of parts, whom the world 
loft prematurely at a time^ when he was me- 
ditating a literary retirement, and hoping to pafs^ 
the remainder of his life in domeftick happinefs, 
aAd in the cultivatibn of his very ufeful talents. 
He Rallied himfelf particularly on his pronuh- 
ciati6n of the Perjian laitguage, and on his nevt 
way of exhibiting it in our charftfbers, which he 
inftrud<^ the learned and atniable Editor of bit 
Injiitutes of Tinumr at Oxford to retain with 
minute attention throughout hb wrork. Where 
he had acquired his refined articulation of the 
Per/im, 1 never was informed ; but it is evi- 
dent, that he fpells moft proper names in a man- 
ner, which a native of Perjia, who could read 
our letters, would be unable to comprehend. 
For inftance : thai the capital of Azarbdijan i^ 
now called Tabriz, I know from the mouth of a 
perfon bom in that city, as well as; from other 
Iranians; and that it was fo called lixteen hun- 
dred years ago, we all know froi^ the Gtibgraphy 
of PioLmy^ yet^ Major Davy always wifote it 
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TtSbiiraze^ ahd infifted that it flioiild Ihtis he 
^rotiduhced. Whether thfe natives of ^mer^ 
kand, or Samarkandy- v^iho probably ^eafc the 
dialed of Sogbd with a Tdrdnian p^rbnunciatiori, 
call their birthplace, as Davy fpelled it, Surn^ 
murkurtd, I have yet to learn } but I cannot be- 
lieve It, and am convinced, that the former mode 
of writing the word exprefles both the lettef$ 
and the fotmd of theta better than any othet 
combination of charaders. His method, there- 
fore, has every defed; lince it renders neitheif 
the original elements of words, nor the founds 
reprefented by them in Pefjia, where alone wfc 
inuft feek for genuine Ferjiatiy as for Ftemb in 
Prance^ and for Italian in Italy. 

"The fecond method has foiirid two able liip- 
porters ih Mr. Halhed and Mr. Wilkins; td 
the Aril of whom the publick is indebted for a 
perfpiicnous and ample grammar of 'the Bengal 
language^ and to the fecond for more advantages 
in Indian literature th^n Europe, Or Indiay cati 
ever fiifficiently acknowledge. 

Mr. Halhed, havlng.juftly remarked, * that 

* the two greateft defeds in the orthography of 

* any language are the application of the fame 
^ letter to feveral different foufids, and of different 

* lettetsto the fame found,* truly pronounces them 
botfiJtbt)'e 'fo common in tlf\giifb, that he Wa« 

* exteeiiftgly embartaffed in the choice of leXtel* 
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f to exprefs the fbuad of the Bengal vowels, and 
^ was at lafl by no means iatisfied with his own 
; fcledion/ If 'any thing .diflatisfies .me, in his 
clear and accurate fyftem^ it is the ufe of doubk 
letters for the long vowels (which might how- 
ever be juftified) and the frequent intermixture 
pf Italick with Roman letters in the fame wprd j 
Twhich .both in writing and printing muft be 
very inconvenient: perhaps it may be aflded^ 
that his diphthongs arenot expreffed analogoufly 
to the founds, of which they are corapofed. . 
. The fyftem of Mr. Wii,k;ins has been equally 
yrell confidered, and Mr. Hax^hed himfelf has 
indeed adopted it in his preface to the Compila^ 
Hon of Hindu Laws : it principally confifts of 
double lejtters to fignify our third and fifth 
vowels, and of the con^imon profodial marks to 
afcertain their brevity or their length ; but thofe 
marks are.fo generally appropriated to books of 
profody, that they never fail to convey an ijj^s^ 
of metre ; nor, if ^z/i&^ profodial fign were adopt** 
ed, would both be nec^ffary ;. fince the omiffion 
qf a long mark would evidently denote the (hort- 
nefs of the unmarked vowel, or converfely.. On 
jhe whole, I cannot, but approve this notation ^ 
fox.Sanfcrit words, yet require fomething more 
uniyerfally expreffive of AJiaiick letters : as it is 
perfeft,.. however, in its^kind, and will, appear 
in the works of its learned inventor^ I ftiaU an- 
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riexj among the examples, four diftichs from the 
JBhdgawat expreffed^ both in his method aiid 
mine* : a trahflatioh df them will be produced 
on another Odc^ion j but* iiv order to render thii 
tra<a as complete as poffibl^^ ai fuller rpedmeit of 
Sanfmt will \>e fubjofeied with the original 
printed in the characters erf Bengd, into^^ich 
the Brdbmans jof thaf pro^Siace tranfpofealL thxAt . 
books, few of than being able to read Aev IWt^ 
vandgariietteTBt'Jsd far has their indolence fore^ 
vailed over their pitty?! • . : .^^ a ; . 

Let me now. proceed,, not prefcribxrigriileB for 
Others, but expUining thdfe which T have prc4 
fcribed for myfeif, to' imfpld ncy- owu^fyfteni^ • 
die convenience of which has beeaipros^d by , 
careful obferV^ation and loog^^cxperiencc. r^ ; 

It would be fupeirfliioQS'^to difcourfelon the^ 
organs of ripeech^ which: Have fcecn a^ thoufand 
times differed, and as oftemdefcribed' by mufi-» 
dans or anatinaifts^ j and dxefevcral powdrs of 
which every .man may perceive either byriiie 
touch or by fight,, if he /will attentively obferve 
another peffon pronouncing the different elafietf 
of letters, or pronounce them^himfelf diftinSly 
before i mirror : but a fliort analyfis of articulate 
founds may be proper to introduce an examina^ 
tion of every feparatefymboL 

*./ ^» Plate IV.- 
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AU things (Amnd with errmr^ as the old fearchr 
cfs fbr truth remairked with\4efpop<knce ; but it 
b re^y dcpflpriiblf, thftt^our firft ftep ftQin tpltftl 
|gfio»nc€ ihould bQjatogrofe.iowJciiaracy, and 
that we fliould begin our education in Eng^^ 
Uni with learning td read ibe five vomeh^ tWQ 
fif w^ich» as we are taught to pronounce 
fbMi^ are clearly diphdicmgs. There are^ in-r 
iced, five fimple vocal founda in our language, 
as i|i that of Ihnae ; which occur in the words 
an innocent huU^ though not preciiely in tibeir 
aatural orddr, for we have retained the true ar- 
fangeraent of the letters, while we capricioufly 
difarnihge them vt pronunciation; fo that our 
eyes >are fatisfied^ and our ears difappcunted* 
The primary elements of articulation are the 
fift and bard brtatbings^ the ^iritus, lenis and 
^riius ajper of the Latin Grammarians. If the 
1^ be opened ever fo little, the breath fuffered 
gently to pafs throi^h them, and the feebleft 
uttei^ce attempted, a found is formed of fb 
fimple a nature, that, when lengthened, it con^ 
tinues nearly the fame, except that, by the leaft 
acuteneis in the voice it becomes a cry, and is 
probably the firft found uttered by infants ; but 
if, while thb element is articulated, the breath 
be forced with an e&rt thcmigk the Mps, we 
form an afpirate more or lefs harfh in pro- 
portion to the force eserted. When, in pro- 
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aoufMll^g Ae fw9^ yciwel, y^ ^^bi our lip* 
widest :we expireif a fQUpd ^Qi^pl^lj a^|cuU^^> 

^^ in their iyiQl)Q^ fyftw*? kj 9pwiog 
Aem wide? fliiU vtith,ti^ rcwww ^.U^^ISk » 
}ktl^ drawn l?a?k, vr? ©v% biy^ ts> th9f(SS9id<^ 
the JRotn^n vawela, 9x>^ii} >y sk Iks* m»«We» <d* 
a fiuther wfl^xipn of thes Up& .4«4 » W^jp" 4^ 
Ys^tioa of th? tongue* yre ut(ertlt$ tkv'd.'ifik^mf 
% purfing \ip Qwr Ups in ^ Ji^ degi<9«i fr^ 
convei^ the Tunpl^ tIemiBQi iolo.a«o^'er {qmd 
of the iame n?tw« with, the\^f;/l vowet, «o4 
i?afily ^PitfquQded vith it in « bro^d pronvin 
eiation : vrh^.this 0ew found i$ lengthened, ii 
j^pproich^l very ne«u:Iy to ijbift /cwrii. vowel 
which w^Jfornt hy s^ hoWa: and firong^ ro* 
lundity of ti^e ijaionth ; a Either contra^on of 
it prodiipef likejiftb vowel, which in its ekjiv* 
gatipA 4i9oft elofe$ the. Ups, a fmall pafiage only 
beiQg left £br the breath. Thefe are aU fhort 
vowels; and« if an li^an were, to read the 
worda m imwcwt buU* he would give the Ibund 
of each correfpondiog long vowel, aa in the mo* 
pofyllables of his own language, j/^,^, jft,7^, jEL 
between thefe ten vowdts are numberlcfa gra- 
4atiiOG^.^ 1^ inflexion*, wluch ufe oj^y can 
teadi; ^4* hy the compoiition of theai all, 
l^ftigbt he fermed an hundred diphthongs, tind a 
thgnfeoil liiiphthgoffl ; maayc^ which ore found 



Digitized by 



Google 



266 ON THE ORTHOGkAPllY 

in Italian^ arid wire probably articulated %y the 
Greeks-^ btit * vve 'fc'iVe' only • occafioti, m thU 
tradt,-for; twodipldhongs,^ which are-cotnpbund* 
cd of :*e^J^rJ^ vdwel Wit1ithe'i/&iW, arid* with 
lhe;y?/i*,^jend AoaW b^exprefl^d hj thefir tori-i 
Iftitoent ItJtiefft-^: ^ as^ ^(5 ^tftdfer rothV tbthpthriii 
i^lilth begltf :With th« HfirU^ndJifibiiiOTt VdweJi/ 
tiMy'ai^/'generatty atid *feot incOnvenJehtly' ren- 
dered by diftmdl -^chaifadlcrs, which are im- 
pnypsAy, ranged etifiong the confonants. The 
totigUe^ ^hfeh ^fts in forming fome of the* 
Vowc&> 16 the principal intlrameiit iil articulat- 
ing itW4>; liquid founds, which have foinething of 
X Yocal -nature; »ott«i by ftrikiiig the robts of the 
upper; teeth, while the breath j^iaffes -gently 
through the lips^ aiiotheif, by an infk?don up- 
wards with a tremulous motion ; and "Aefe two 
liquids coalerce with fuch eafc, that' a mi^ed 
letter> u{ed in fome languages, biay be^c^med 
by the firll. of them foUoWed by ^he fccond: 
when the breath is obftrufted by the preffiire of 
the: tongue,' and forced between the* teeth oit 
each fide of it, a liquid is* formed peculiar to th^ 
Britijb ^aka o£ the Celiick. . 

We. may now confider id the fatoe order, be^ 
gimiing with the root ©f the tongue and ending 
with the perfed clofe:of the lips^thdfe iefs mu^* 
fical founds, whi^^ require the aid ef a tf (n;e^W^ 
or at leaft Jb[ tbt Jimfi^ brcatbingy to be«fully s^^ 
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ticulated ; and k may here be premifed, that the 
barjb breathing diftindtly pronounced after each 
of thefe confonants^ a^ they are named by gram- 
marians, conftltutes its proper a/pirate. 

By the affiflance of the tongue and the palate ' 
are produced two congenial founds, differing only 
as bard dindfoft ; and thefe two may be formed 
fiill deeper in the throat, fo as to imitate, with a 
long vowel after them, the voice of a raven; but 
if, while they are uttered, the breath be harfhly 
protruded, two analogous articulations are heard^ 
the fecond of which feems to charafterize the 
pronunciation of the Arabs \ while the nafal 
found, very common among the Perjians and 
Indians^ may be confidered as the foft palatine 
with part of the breath pafling through the 
nofe ; which organ would by itfelf rather pro- 
duce a vocal found, common alfo in Arabia^ and 
not unlike the cry of a young antelope and fome 
other quadrupeds. 

Next come different claffes of dentals^ and 
among the firft of them fhould be placed the 
Jibilants^ which moft nations exprefs by an in- 

^dented figure^: each of the dental founcjs is hard 
or foft, fliarp or obtufe, and, by thrufting the 
tip of the tongue between the teeth, we form 
two founds exceedingly common in Arabick and 

^ Englijb, but changed into lifping fibilants by 
the Perjians and French, while they on the 

VOL. I. U 
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other hand have 1 found unknown to the Arahs^ 
and uncommon in our language> though it occurs 
in £bme words by the compofition of the hard fibi- 
lant with our laft vowel pronounced as a diph- 
thong. The liquid nafal follows thefe, being form- 
ed by the tongue and roots of the teeth, with a 
little affiftance from the other organ ; and we mull 
particularly remember, when we attend to the pro- 
nunciation of Indian dialefts, that moft founds of 
this claUare varied in a lingular manner by turn- 
ing the tongue upwards, and almoft bending it 
back towards the palate, fo as to exclude them 
nearly from the order, but not from the ana- 
logy, of dentals. 

The labials form the laft feries, moft of which 
are pronounced by the appulfe of the lips on 
each other or on the teeth, and one of them by 
their perfeft clofe : the letters, by which they 
are denoted, reprefent in moft alphabets the cur- 
vature of one lip or of both ; and a natural cba^ 
raSler for all articulate founds might eafily be 
agreed on, if n^ions would agree on any thing 
.generally beneficial, by delineating the feveral 
organs of fpeech in the ad of articulation, and 
feleding front each a diftindl and elegant outline. 

. A perfect language would be that, in which 

*■ - • - - ... 

^ every idea, capable of entering the human mind, 

might be neatly and emphatically exprefled by 

one ipecifick word, fimple if the idea were fim- 
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^e, complex, if complex j aud on the fame 
principle a perfed fyftexn of letters ought to 
contain one fpecifick fynnbol for every found 
ufed in pronouncing the language to which they 
belonged: in this rerpe<3: the old Perfian or 
Zend approaches to perfection ; but the Arabian 
alphabet, which all Mebammedan nations have 
inconfiderately adopted, appears to me fo conv- 
plete for the purpofe of writing Arabick, that 
not a letter could be added or taken away with- 
out manifeft inconvenience, and the fame may 
indubitably be faid of the Devandgari fyftem ; 
which, as it is more naturally arranged than any 
other, Ihall here be the ftandard of my particular 
obfervations on JJiatick letters. Qur Englijb 
alphabet and orthography are difgracefuUy'and 
almoft ridiculoufly imperfed: ; and it would be 
impoffible to exprefs either Indian^ Perfian^ or 
Arabian words in Roman charaders, as we are 
^bfurdly taught to pronounce them ; but a mix- 
ture of new charadbers would be inconvenient, 
and by the help of the diacritical marks ufed by 
the French, with a few of thofe adopted in our 
own treatifes on fluxions^ we may apply our 
prefent alphabet fo happily to the notation of alj 
AJiatick languages, as to equal the Devandgari 
itfelf in precifion and clearnefs, and fo regularly 
that any one, who knew the original letter^, 
.might rapidly and unerringly tranfpofe into thei}i 

U 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



270 ON THE ORTHOGRAPHY 

all the proper names, appellatives, or cited paf- 
fages, occurring in tradts of Jfiatick literature* 

This is the fimpleft element of articulation, or 
firft ro^^/ found, concerning which enough has 
been faid : the word America begins and ends 
with it; and its proper fymbol therefore is A; 
though it may be often very conveniently ex- 
preiTed by E, for reafons, which I fhall prefently 
offer. In our own anomalous language we com* 
monly mark this elementary found by our fifth 
^ vowel, but fometimes exprefs it by a ftrange va- 
riety both of vowels and diphthongs ; as in the 
phrafe, a mother bird flutters over her young ; an 
irregularity, which no regard to the derivation 
of words or to blind cuftom can in any degree 
juftify. The Nag art letter is called Acar, but 
is pronounced in Bengal like our fourth fliort 
vowel, and in the weji of Indian like our firfl: 
in all the dialects properly Indian it is confider- 
ed as inherent in every confonant ; and is placed 
laft in the fyftem of the Tibetians^ becaufe the 
letters, which include it, are firft explained in 
their fchools. If our double confonants were 
invariably conneded, as in Sanfcrit, it would 
certainly be the better way to omit the fimple 
element, except when it begins a word. This 
letter anfwers to the fat^bbah^ or opew found of 
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the Arabs, and, in fome few words, to the Zeher 
of the PerfianSj or an acute accent placed above 
the letter; but this Arabian mark, which was 
fupplied in the Pablavi by a diftin^ charadter, 
is more frequently pronounced at Isfahan eithen 
like our Jirft or our fecond fhort vowel, as in 
cbajbm znd ferzend, and the diftin£tion feems to 
depend, in general, on the nature of the con- 
fonant, which follows it. Two of our letters, 
therefore, are rieceflary for the complete nota- 
tion of the acar and zeber; and thus we may 
Be able occafionally to avoid ridiculous or offen- 
five equivocations in writing Oriental words*, 
and to preferve the true pronunciation of the 
Perjians, which differs as widely from that df 
the Munimans in India^ as the language of our 
Court at SU James's differs- from that of tht 
rufticks in the Gentle Sbepherd. 

^ '■ 

When the firjl vowel, as the Perjians pro- 
nounce it in the word bakhtj is doubled or pro- 
longed as in bakbt, it has the found of the fecond 
Ndgart vowel, and of the fir ft Arabick letter, 
that is, of our long vowel in cajl ; but i\it Arabs 
deride the Perjians for their broad pronunciation 
of this letter, which in Iran has always the found 
of our vowel in caU^ and is often fo prolated, as 
to refepible tht fourth and even the fifth of our 
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long vowels. Its natttrai maiic would be the 
fhort A doiMedi but an acute accent in the 
middle of words> or a grave at the end oi them^ 
will be equally clear, and conformable to the 
.^radice of polifhed nations on the continent of 
Europe. The very broad found of the Arabian 
letter, which they call extended^ and which 
the Perfians extend yet more^ as in the word 
dsdn, may aptly enough be reprefented by the 
profodial fign, fmce it is conftantly long ; where- 
as the mark bamzab as conftantly Jbortens the 
letter^ imd gives it the found of the point above, 
or below, it ; as in th^ words osUl and IJlam : 
the changes of this letter may perplex the learner, 
feut his perplexity will foon vanifh, as he ad- 
vances. In writing Ajiatick names, we fre- 
xjuently confound the broad a with its corre* 
fpondent ihort vowel, which we improperiy ex- 
prefs by an O ) thus we write CoJ/im for Kdjim 
in defiance of analogy and corrednefs. Our 
vowel in fmd occurs but feldom, if ever, in 
Arabian^ Indian^ or Perjian words : it is placed, 
neverthdefs, in the general fyftem with the fhort 
profodial mark, and ftands at the head of the 
vowela, becaufe it is in truth only a variation of 
the iimple breathing. 

Gut third vowel, corredly pronounced, ap- 
pears next in the Ndgari fyftem; for our fecond 
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fliQTt vowel has no placq in it. This vocal 
found is . reprefented in Arahick by an acute 
accent under the letter; VUich at Mecca^ has 
almofl: invariably the fame pronunciation ; but^ 
fince, in the Zendy a charadter like the Greek 
E^pfilon reprefents botlv our fecond and third 
fhort vowels, the Perfi/ms often pronounce ztr 
Hke xeb^r^ calling this country Hendf and tk^ 
natives of it Hendus: neverthelefs it will b« 
proper to denote the Sanfcrit icar, and the Ar^r 
iian cafr by one unaltered fymbol ; as in the 
words Indrd and Imam. o 



The third vowel produced or lengthened is, 
for the reafon before fuggeftcd, beft marked by 
aA accent either acute or gravet as in Italian : 

Se cerca, fe dice : 

L'amico dov'ei 

Uamico infelice, 

Rifpondi, moii ! 

Ah ! no; si gran diiolf^ 

Non darle per me. 

Rifpondi^ ma £blo : 

Piangendo parti. 

It was once my praftice to reprefent this 
long vowel by two marks, as in the words 
Lebeid and Deiwcln, to denote x\it point in -4r^- 
hick as well as the letter above it ; but my preferit 
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opinion is, that Lebid and Diwdn are more con- 
formablq to analogy, and to the Italian oxtlio* 
graphy, which of all European fyftems approaches 
neareft to perfe<Stion. 



This is our Jiftb vowel ; for our fourth fliort 
one is, like our fecond, rejected from the pure 
pronunciation of the Sanfcrit in the weft of 
India and at Bdnaras^ though the Bengalefe 
retain it in the firft Ndgari IctteTj which they 
call ocdr: to the notation of this found, our vowel 
in full and the Perfian in gul fhould be conftantly 
appropriated, fince it is a fimple articulation, and 
cannot without impropriety be reprefented by 
a double letter. It anfwcrs to bu^pfilon, and, 
like that, is often confounded with iota: thus 
tmfbc has the found of tnijbc among the modern 
PerfianSf as Numpba was pronounced Nympba 
by the Romans. The damm of tlie Arabs is, 
however, frequently founded, efpecially in Per-^ 
Jia^ like our ^ort O in memory^- and the (Jhoice 
of two marks for a variable found is not im- 
proper in itfelf, and Will fpmetimes be found 
very convenient. 

The fame lengthened, and properly exprefled 
by an accent, as in the word virtii : it is a very 
long vowel in Perfian^ fo as nearly to treble th^ 
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quantity of its correfpondent fliort one; and 
this, indeed, may be obferved of all the long 
vowels in the genuine Isfahdni pronunciation ; 
but the lettec vdii is often re<Jun4ant» fo as not 
to alter the found of the Ihort vowel preceding 
it ; as in kbojb and kbod : it may, neverthelei^ 
be right to exprefs that letter by an accent. 

A vocal found peculiar to the Sanfcrit Ian* 
guage : it is formed by a gentle vibration of the 
tongue preceding our third vowel pi*onounced 
very Jbort, and may be well exprefled by the 
profodial mark, as in Rijbi^ a Saint When it 
IS connected with a confonant, as in Crtjbnd^ no 
part of it is ufed but the curve at the bottom. 
*We have a fimilar found in the word merrily^ 
the fecond fyllable of which is piuch Ihorter 
than the firft fyllable of riches. 

The fame complex found confidcrably length* 
ened ; and, therefore, diftinguifhable by the pro- 
fodial fign of a long vowel. 

In Beffgal, where the ra is often funk in the 
pronunciation of compound fyllables, this letter 
expr^fles both fyllables of our word lily ; but its 
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genuine found, I believe, is /r/, a fliort triph- 
thong peculiar to the Sanfcrit language. 

Whatever be the true pronunciation of the 
former fymbol, this is only an elongation of it, 
and may, therefore, be diftinguifhed by the mcr 
trical (ign of a long vowel. 

o 

Ourfecmd long vowel, beft reprefented, like 
the others, by an accept, as in Feda^ the facred 
book pf the Hindus^ which is a derivative from 
the Sanfcrit root vid, to know. The notation, 
which I recommend, will have this important 
advantage, that learned foreigners in Europe will 
in general pronounce the oriental words, ex- 
prefled by it, with as much conrednefs and fa* 
cility as our own nation. 

This is a diphthong compofed of outjirfi and 
4Urd vowels, and expreflible, therefore, by theig, 
as in the word Vaidya, derived from FMa^ and 
meaning a man of the medical caji : in Bengal it 
is pronounced as the Cfreek diphthong in poimhi^ 
a fhepherd, was probably founded in ancient 
Greece. The Arabs and the Englifh articulate 
this compofition exaftly alike, though we. are 
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pleafed to exprefs it by a fimple letter, which, 
on the continent of Europe^ has its genuine 
found. In the mouth of an ItaliaA the con- 
ftituent vowels in the words mai and miei do 
not perfectly coalefce, and, at the clofe of a 
verfe, they are feparated ; but a Freticbman and 
a Perjian would pronounce them nearly like the 
preceding long vowel j as in the word Afiw, 
which at Paris means our month of the fame 
name, and 21 Isfahan fignifies tczW : the Perfiajt 
word, indeed, might with great propriety be 
writteri meij as the diphthong feems rather to be 
compofed^of our fecond and third fhort vowels; 
a compofition very common in Italian poetry. 

Though a coalition of acar and uc^r forms 
this found in Sanfcrit, as in the myftical word 
onij yet it is in fad: a fimple articulation, and 
tixefmrtb of our long vowels. 

Here, indeed, we meet with a proper diph- 
thong, compounded of our ^r/? ^nd Jiftb vowels; 
and in Perjia the conftituent founds are not per- 
fectly united j as in the word Firdauji^ which 
an Italian would pronounce exactly like ia na- 
tive of Isfahan. Perhaps, in Arabick words, it 
may be proper to reprfefent by an accent the 
letters ya and w'aWj which, preceded by the 
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Open vowel, form the refpedive diphthongs in 
Zobair and Jaiiberi j but the omiffion of this 
accent would occafion little inconvenience. 

This is no vowel, but an abbreviation, at the 
end of a fyllable, of the nafal confonants : thus 
the Portuguefe write Siad for Siam with a nafal 
termination; and the accurate M. D'Anville 
cxprefles great unwillingnefe to write Siam for 
the country, and Siamois for the people of it, 
yet acknowledges his fear of innovating, ' not- 
' withftanding his attachment to the original and 
* proper denominations of countries and places/ 
It appears to me, that the addition of a diftindt 
letter ga would be an improper and inconvenient 
mode of expreffing the nafal found, and that we 
cannot do better than adopt the Indian method 
of difttnguifliing it, in Sanfcrit, Cbinefe, and 
Per/ian words, by a p6int above the letter j as 
in Sinbaj a lion, Cdnbi, the name of an illuf^" 
trious Emperor, and Sdmdn, a houfehold. 

This too is an abbreviation or fubftitute, at 
the clofe of a fyllable, for the Jtfvng a/pirate^ and 
may be diftinguifhed in the middle of a word 
by a hyphen, as in dub-c^baj pain, though it 
feems often to refemble the Arabian ba^ which 
gives only a more forcible found to the vowel. 
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which precedes it, as in bbicmahy fcience* It \% 
well known, that, when fuch Arahick words are 
ufed in conftruction, thej6«^/afpiratepf the firft 
noun has the found of ta ; but, as the letter re- 
mains unaltered, it fhould, I think, be preferved 
in our charaders, and exprefTed either by two 
points above it, as in Arabick, or by an accentual 
mark ; fmce if we write Zubdahu'lmulc, or, tbe 
Flower of tbe Realm^ with a comma to denote 
the fuppreffion of the dlif every learner will 
know, that the firft word fhould be pronounced 
Zuhdat. The bd is often' omitted by us, when 
we write Perfian in Englijb letters, but ought 
invariably to be inferted, as in Sbdbnamab} 
fince the afpiration is very perceptibly founded 
in the true pronunciation of dergdb^ rubdby ?ind 
other fimilar words. The Sanfcrit charader' 
before us has the fmgular property of being in- 
terchangeable, by certain rules, both with ra^ 
2indfd; in the fame manner as thq Sylva of the 
Romans was formed from the JEolick word bylva^ 
and as arbos was ufed in old Latin for arbor. 

We come now to the firft proper confonant 
of the Indian fyftem, in which a feries of letters, 
formed in the throat near the root of the tongue, 
properly takes the lead. This letter has the found 
of our k and c in the words ^/;2^ and cannibal i 
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but there will be great convenience in exprefling 
it uniformly by the fecond of thofe marks, what- 
ever be the vowel following it. The Jrabs^ 
and perhaps all nations defcended from Sem^ 
have a remarkable letter founded near the palate 
with a hard prefTure, not unlike the cawing of a 
raven, as in the word Kdjim ; and for this par* 
ticular found the redundance of our own alpha- 
bet fupplies us with an ufeful fymbol : the com- 
mon people in Hbejdz and Egypt confound it, . 
indeed, with the firft letter of Gabry and the 
Perjians only add to that letter the hard palatine 
found of the Arabian kaf; but, if we diftinguifh 
it invariably by k, we (hall find the utility of 
appropriating our c to the notation of the Indian 
letter now before us. The third letter of the 
Roman alphabet was probably articulated like 
the kappa of the Greeks; and we may fairly 
fuppofe, that Cicero and Cithara were pronounced 
alike at Rome and at Athens : the fVelJb apply 
this letter uniformly to the fame found, as in cat 
and cejn ; and a little practice will render fuch. 
words as citab and cinnara familiar to pur eyes. 

We hear much of afpirated letters ; but the 
0nly proper a/pirates (thofe I mean, in which a ' 
ftrong breathing is diftindly heard after the con-s* 
fonants) are to be found in the languages of /««* 
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dia; unleis the wor4 cachexy, which our me- 
dical writers have borrowed from the Greek^ be 
thought an exception to the rule : this afpiration 
may be diftinguifhed hj a comma, as the letter 
Ijefore us is expreflcd in the word c^hanitra^ a 
fpade. The Arabian, Perfian, and Tufcan af- 
pirate, which is formed by a harfh protrufion of 
the breath, while the confonant is roughly arti- 
culated near the root of the tongue, may be 
written as in the word makhxen, a treafury. 

Whatever vowel follow this letter, it fhould 
conftantly be exprefled as in the words gul, 2i 
flower, and gil^ clay ; and we may obferve, as 
before, that a little ufe will reconcile us to this 
deviation from our irregular fyftem. The Ger-^ 
mans^ whofe pronunciation appears to be more 
confiftent than our own, would fcarce under- 
ftand the Latin name of their own country, if 
an Englijhman were to pronounce it, as he was 
taught at fchool. 

The proper afpirate of the laft letter, as in the 
word Rag'buvanfa : the Perjians and Arabs pro^ 
nounce their ghain with a biir in the throat, and 
a tremulous motion of the tongue, which gives 
it a found refembling that of r, as it is pronounced 
in N^ortbumb'erlandi bat it is in truth a tompoun4 
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guttural, though fre<Judiitly exprefled by a fimpltf 
letter, a.s in Gaza^ which fhould be written Gbax^ 
xab^ a city of Palejiine^ and in gazelle^ as the 
French naturalifts call the gbazal, or antelope, of 
the Arabians. The Perjian word m^by a cloud, 
is megba in Sanjcrit ; as mjb^ a fheep, appears 
alfo to be derived from mejba^ by that change of 
the long vowels, which generally diftinguifhes 
the Iranian from the Indian pronunciation. 

This is the wj/i/palatine, which I have already 
propofed to denote by a point above the letter n ; 
(ince the addition of a g would create confufion,. 
and often fuggeft the idea of a different fy liable. 
Thus ends the firft feries of Ndgari letters, con- 
lifting of the bard Sind /oft guttural, each attend- 
ed by its proper afpirate, and followed by a nqfal 
of the fame clafs ; which elegant arrangement is 
continued, as far as poflible, through the San-^ 
fcrit fyftem, and feems conformable to the beau- 
tiful analogy of nature. 

The next is a feries of compound letters, as 
moft grammarians conflder them, though fome 
hold them to be fimple founds articulated near 
the palate. The firft of them has no diftindt 
fign in our own alphabet, but is exprefled, as in 
the word Cbina^ by two letters, which are cer- 
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tainly not its component principles: it might, 
perhaps^ be more properly denoted, as it is in 
the great work of M. D'Herbelot, hj t/b^ 
but the inconvenience of retaining our own 
fymboi will be lefs than that of introducing a 
new combination, or inventing, after the ex- 
ample of Dr. Franklin, a new charaSer. 
China is a Sanfcrit word ; and it will be con- 
venient fo to write it, though I feel an inclination 
to exprefs it otherwife. 

The fam« compofition with a ftrong breath- 
ing articulated after it. Harfli as it may feem, 
we cannot, if we continue the former fymbol, 
avoid expreffing this found, ks in the word 
£h'bandas^ metre, 

v5 

This too ieems to have been confidered by 
the Hindus as a iimple palatine, but appears in 
truth to be the complex exprellion of dzh: per- 
haps theiame letter may, by a fmall difference 
of articulation, partake of two different founds. 
This at leaft we may obferve, that the letter 
under confidcration is confounded, as a fimple 
-found, with ya, and, as a compound, with za^ 
one of its conftituents: thus the jy^M^^ of Am- 
ida is by us cslledjqfinin^ while the fame man is 

vox. u X 
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Giorgi at Rome and Zorzi at Venice ; or (to gjve 
an example of both in a fingle word) yug, or 
junSHoriy at Banares, is jug in Bengal, and was 
pronounced zug^ or, in the nominative, zugon 
at Athens, We Ihould, however, invariably ex- 
prefs the letter before us hy ja. 

The Arabian letters d'hald\ dad^ and t/'Z?^ are 
all pronounced in Perjia like 2;^, with a fort of 
lifp from an attempt to give them their genuine 
found : they may be well expreffed as in fluxion- 
ary charafters, by a feries of points above them, 

JUy £ty Ltm 

The preceding letter afpirated, as in the word 
J'bajba^ a fifh. 

This is the Jecond nafal compofed of the 
former and the letter ya. As the Italian word 
agnello and our onion contain a compofition of 
n and^, they Ihould regularly be written anyelh 
and onyon ; and the Indian found differs only in 
the greater nafality of the firft letter, which may 
' be diftinguifhed, as before, by a point. A very 
ufeful Sanfcrit root, lignifying to know, begins 
with the letter jfa followed by this compound 
nafal, and ihould be written jnya ; whence jny ana, 
knowledge J but this harfh combination is in 
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Bengal foftened into gya: it is expreffed by a 
diftin<a charadler, which ftands laft in the pjate 
annexed*. 



In the' curious work entitled Tohfabu'l Hind, 
or The Prefent of Ii^dia^ this is the fourth feries 
of Sanfcrit letters ; but in general it has the third 
rank, more agreeably, I think, to the analogy of 
the fyftem. This clafs is pronounced with an 
inflexion of the tongue towards the roof of the 
mouth, which gives an obtufe found to the con- 
fonant, and may be diftinguifhed by an accent 
above it. The firft is the Indian ta^ as in the 
word cot'ara, a rotten tree, and is commonly ex- 
prefled in Perjian writings by four points, but 
would be better marked by the Ahabian ^, 
which it very nearly refembles. 

The fame with a ftrong breathing after it, as 
in Vcdcuni^ha^ or unwearied, an epithet oiViJbnu^ 

A remarkable letter, which the Muflimoffis 
call the Indian dal\ and exprefs alfo by four 
points over it ; but it fhould, by analogy to the 
others, be diflinguifhed by an accentual mark as 
in the word dan'da^ punifhment. Whea the 

* -^ -^ - * Plate II. 

X 2 
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tOQjgue is inverted with a (light vibratory mo» 
tiDiit this letter has a ini^^tur^ of thf^ ni, wit^ 
which it is often, but incorredly, copfoaa4e4 ; 
as in the common wor4 ber foS' bera^ great. It 
refembles the Arabian d!dd. 

F 

The prccf ding letter afpiratcd, as in Ubdca^ 
^prQpcrly pronounced Uma, In the fame 
nwiwfty vpAj b? written the Aha^ian dha, but 
without the comma, fince its afpirate is lefs'dif- 
tia£tly heard than in th? Indian found. 



This is the nafal of the third feries, and form- 
ed by a fimilar inverfion of the tongue : in 
Sanfcrit words it ufually follows the letters ra 
zxiAJba (as in Brahmen a, derived from Brahman\ 
the Supreme Being; Vijbnu^ a name of Ya^pre-^ 
Jerving power) ; or precedes the other letters of 
the third cldcfs. 

v5 

Here begins th^ fourth feries, on which we 
have Uttl^ more to remark, The firft letter of 
this clafs i^ the common ia^ or bard denjtal, if it 
md,j Tipi rather be confidered as a lingual. 

Its afpirate, which ought to be written with 
a comma, as in the word 4f'^(it^ba9 the Indian 
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fig-tree, left it be confounded by our countrymen 
with the Ard)ian found in thurayya^ the Pleiads^ 
which is precifely the Englijh afpiration In 
think ; a found, which the Perjians and French 
cannot eafily articulate : in Perjian it fhould be 
expreffed by s with a point above it. 

The fqft dental in Devuta^ or Deity. 



The fame afpirated as in 'D^herma, }nMce^ 
virtue, or piety. We muft alfo diftinguifh this 
letter by a comma from the Arabiim in dbahab, 
gold ; a found of difficult articulation in France^ 
and Perjia^ which we write thus very improper- 
ly, inftead of retaining the genuine Anglojiixon 
letter, or expreffing it, as we might with great 
convenience, dbus. 

The fimple nqfali founded by the teeth with 
^ little affiftance from the noftrils, but not-fo 
much as in many French and Perfian words.. 
Both this nafal and the former occur in the 
napic Ndrdyeria, or dwelling in water. 

Next come the labials in the lame order; 
and firil the hard labial pu^ forfned by ft ftrohg 
con^reffioti of the Uj^s ;. whieh^ fo ill fuks fh£f 
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configuration of an Arabian mouth, that it can- 
not be articulated by an Arab without much 
cflfort. 

The proper afpirate oi pa^ as in the word 
Jbepherd, but often pronounced like our fa, as 
in fela, inftead of fbela^ fruit. In truth the /a 
is a diftinft letter j and our pha^ which in En-- 
glijb is redundant, fliould be appropriated to the 
notation of this Indian labial. 

The foft labial in Budd^ba, wife, and the 
fecond letter in moft alphabets ufed by Euro^ 
peansi which begin with a vowel, a labial, a 
palatine, and a lingual: it ought ever to be 
diftinguifhed in Ndgafi by a tr^nfverfe bar, 
though the copyifts often omit this ufeful dif-* 
tinftion. 

The Indian afpirate of the preceding letter, 
as in the word bhdjbd^ or dijpoken dialedt. No 
comma is neceflary in this notation, fmce the 
found of hba cannot be confounded with any 
in our own language, 

sr 

This Is the laft nafal, as in MenUj one of the 
firft created beings according to the Indians. : it 
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is formed by clofing the lips entirely, whilft the 
breath pafles gently through the nofe ; and here 
ends the regular arrangement of the Ndgaft 
letters. Another feries might have been added, 
naniely,7i, fha^ za, zba, which are in the fame 
proportion as ta, tha^ da, dha, and the reft ; but 
the two laft founds are not ufed in Sanfcrit. 

Then follows a fet of letters approaching to 
the nature of vowels : the firft of them feems in 
truth to be no more than our third Ihort vowel 
beginning a diphthong, and may, therefore, be 
thought a fuperfluous character : fince this union, 
Ijowever, produces a kind of confonant articulated 
near the palate, it is ranked by many among 
the confonants, and often confounded withy^.* 
hence Tamuna^ a facred river in India, called 
alfo the Daughter X)f the Surty is written Jomanes 
by the Greeks^ and Jumna^ lefs properly, by the 
Englijb. 

The two liquids na and ma^ one of which is 
a lingual and the other a labial, are kept apart, 
in order to preferve the analogy of the fyftem; 
and the other two are introduced between th^ 
two femi vowels : the firft of thefe is ra^ as in 
Ram A, the conqueror of Sildn. 
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The fecond is la, in Lanca, another name of 
that ifland both in Tibut^ and in India. A de- 
fed in the organs of the common Bengalefe 
often caufes a confufion between thefe two li- 
quids, and even the found of na is frequently 
fubftituted for the letter before us. 

When this charafler correfponds, as it fome- 
times does in Sanfcrit, with our wa^ it is in fa£t 
our fifth Jhort vowel preceding another in form- 
ing a diphthong, and might eafily be fpared in 
our fyftem of letters ; but, when it has the found 
of va^ it is a labial formed by ftriking the lower 
lip againft the upper teeth, and might thus be 
arranged in a feries of proportionals, />^,yi2, bUy 
va. It cannot eafily be pronounced in this 
manner by the inhabitants of Bengal and fome 
other provinces, who confound it with ba^ from 
which it ought carefully to be diftinguiflied ; 
fince we cannot conceive, that in fo perfect a 
fyftem as the Sanfcrit, there could ever have 
been two fymbols for the fame found. In fa£t 
the Montes Parveti of our ancient Geogi-aphers 
were fo named from Parveta, not Parbeta, a 
mountain. The wdw of the Arabs is always a^ 
vowel, either feparate or coalefcing with another 
in the form of a diphthong; but in Perfian 
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words it k a confonant, and pronounced lik^ 
our va, though with rather leis force. 



Then follow three Jibilants^ the firft of which 
is often, very inaccurately, confounded with the 
fecond, and even with the third : it belongs to that 
elafs of^ conlbnants^ which, in the notation here 
propofed^ are exprefled by acute accents abort 
them to denote an inverfion of the tongue 
towards the palate, whence this letter is called in 
India the palatine fa. It occurs in a. great 
Humber of words, and fliould be written as ia 
paldsa, the name of a facred tree with a very 
brilliant flower. In the fame manner may be 
noted the sad of the Af^abs and Hebrews y which, 
laft it refembles in fliape^ and probably refembled, 
in found ; except that in Cas'mir and the pro^ 
vinces bordering on Perfia it is hardly diftin- 
guifhable from the following letter. 

The fecond h improperly -^xittetijha in oi^- 
Englijh. fyftem, and cba^ ftill mor6 errondeufly^ 
in that of the French ; but the form generally^ 
known may be retained, to avoid the i^nfcoii«# 
vcnience of too great a change even from vw^n^ 
to right. This letter, of which ffi and ha ara 
not the component ^I'ts, ia formed fo far back 
in the head, that the Indians call it a eerem 
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hral : ciAer it was not articulated by the Greeks^ 
or they chofe to exprefs it by their Xi j fince 
of the Terfian word Ardajh)r they have formed 
Artaxerxes. 

The dental^, which refembles the, Hebrew 
letter of the fame found; and^ lilce that> ia oftea 
piiftaken by ignorant copyifts for the /n^» 

The ftrong breathing ba^ but rather mifplaced 
jn the Ndgari fyftem; fince it is the fecond 
element of articulate founds : the very hard 
breathing of the Arabs may be well exprefled by 
doubling the mark of afpiration, as in Mubbam-^ 
m^d, or by an accent above it in the manner of 
the long vowels, as in Ahmed. 

The Indian fyftem of letters clofes with a 
eompound of ca and Jha, as in the word paric-^ 
Jha^ ordeal : it is analogous to our x, a fuper- 
fluous character, of no ufe, that I know of, except 
in algebra. The Bengalefe give it the found of 
cya^ or of our k in fuch words as kind 2LndJky ; 
but we may conclude, that the other pronun- 
ciation is very ancient, fince the old Perjians ap- 
pear to have borrowed their word Racjhab from 
the Racjhaj or demon of the Hindus^ which .is 
written with the letter before us* The Greeks 
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rendered this letter by their Kbi, changing Dac^ 
Jhin^ or the fouth, into Dakhin. 

All the founds ufed in Sanfcrit^ Arabick^ Per^ 
Jiatij and Hindis are arranged fyftematically in 
the table prefixed to this differtation * ; and the 
fingular letter of the jirahs^ which they call im, 
is placed immediately before the confonants. It 
might have been clafled, as the modern yews 
pronounce it, among the ftrong nafals of the 
Indians ; .but, in Arabia and Ferjia, it has a 
very different found, of which no verbal de-' 
fcription can give an idea, and nniay not impro- 
perly be called a nafal vowel: it is uniformly 
diftihguifhed by a circumflex either above a fhoit 
vowel or over the letter preceding a long one, 
as ikn, learning, ddlim, learned. 

Agreeably to the preceding analyfis of letters, 
if I were to adopt a new mode of Englijh ortho- 
graphy, I fhould write Addifon^s defcription of 
the angel in the following manner, diftinguifh-f 
ing the Jimple breathing, or firft element, which > 
we cannot invariably omit, by a perpendicular 
line above our firft or fecond vowel : 

So hwen sm enjel, bai divain camand, 
, Widh raifin tempefts ftiecs a gilti land, 
Sch az av 16t or pel Britanya paft, 
Calm and firin hi draivz dhi fyuryas blaft. 
And, pliz'd dh'almaitiz arderz tu perform, 
j|K.aids in dhi hwerlwind and dairefis dhi Harm. 

* Plate I. 
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ThU mode of writing poetry would be the 
touchftone of bad rhy rheS| which the eye as well 
a« the ear wt>uld inftstntly deted ; as in the firft 
'couplet of this defcription, and even in the laft^ 
according to the common pronunciation of the 
word perform. I clofe this paper with fpecimena 
of oriental writing, not as fixed ftandards of or^ 
thogfaphy, which no individual has a right to 
fettle, but as examples of the method, which I 
lecommend ; and, in order to relieve the dryw 
Q€& of the fubje£^, I annex trahflations of all 
but the firft fpecimen, which I referve for an- 
e&OT otcaficn* 

I. 

Four Dijiicbsffam /^^ Sr ibh a'gawat *. 

Mr. WiLKiNs's Orthography. 

Sbamevasamevagre nanyadyat sadasat param 
pafchadaham yadetachcha yovaseefhyeta sofmyahatn 

l^eteltham yat pratceyetS na prateeycta chatmanee. 
tadveedyad ^tman5 mayam yatha bhafo yatha tamah 

yatha mahantee bhootanee bhootefhoochchavachefliwanoo 
praveeflitanyapraveeflitanee tatha teflioo natefhwaham 

etavadeva jcejnafyam tattwa jeejnasoonatijianah 
anwaya vyateerekabhyam yat fyat sarvatra sSrvadi 

* See Plate IV. The Letters are in Plat* 11, 
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This wonderful paflage' I ihould ^prdkia the 
following manner: ' ' 'w ^ 

ahamevafaoieyagT^ nanyadyatiadafat param. 
pas'chadaham yadetachcha yovas'ifhyeta fofmyaham 

tat^t'haxn yat pradyeta aa picatiyeta chatmatii * 
tadvidyadatmano mayatn yat^hil bhafo yat'ha taihah 

yat'ha mahanti bhutani bhuteihuchchavachefliwaim 
praviih'tanyapravifli tani tat'ha tefhu na teihwabam 

ctavadeva jijnyafyam tattwa jijnyafuDatmanali 
anwaya .vyaiirecabhyam yat fyat fervatra iervada« 

IT. 

Mo'ha Mudoara/ 

The title of this fine piece properly fignifies 
The Mallet of Delujion or Folly, but may be 
tranflated -4 Remedy for Dijtradiion of Mind: it 
is compofed in regular anapaeftick verfes accord- 
ing to the ftrifteft rules of Greek profody, but 
in rhymed couplets, two of which here form a 
sloca. 
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IT mr ^t^• CTtf^TtRttw"* i^^scWf: i^ 

R^" troi^ira^^^ c3^* To www * n 

mud'ha jahihi dhanagamatriflinam 
curu tenubuddhimanah fuvitriflinani 
yallabhafe nijacarmopattam 
vittam tena vinodaya chittam. 

ca tava canta cafte putrah 
fanfcaroyam ativavichittrah 
cafya twam va cuta ayata 
ftaltwam chintava tadidam bhratah. 

ma curu dhanajanayauvanagarvanx 
harati nimeftiat calah farvam 
mayatnayamidamac'hilam hitwa 
brehmapadam previsasu viditwa*. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



29S ON THE ORTHOGRAPHT 

nalin^daia^atajalavatukulaiii 
tadvajjivanamatis'aya chapalam 
. cflieHamiha fajjana fangatkeca 
bhawati bhawarnavatarane nauc^« 

^gain galiuii^ pjilitam mund'^in 
dantavihin'am jatam tund'am 
. caradhi^tacampitasobhitadand am 
tadapi namunchatyas'a bhandam. 

yavsijjan^nam tavaimsan^'aoi ' 
tdvajjahani jat'harS sayanam 
id faDfari^ fp!hut ataca 4^^h 
cat'hamiha manava tava fantoChah. 

dinaya,winyay f&yam pratah 
sis iravafantau punarayatah 
cahh crid'ati gach'hatyayu 
ftadapi na munchatyasavayuh. 

furavaramandiratanitalavafah 
s'ayya bhutalamajinam vdfah 
fervaparigrahabhogatyagah 
cafya fuc'ham na caroti viragah. 

s'atrau mitre putre bandhau 
ma curu yatnam vigrahafandhau 
bhava famachittah fervatra twam 
vanch'hafyachirad yadi vifhnutwaixh 

afh'taculachalafeptafamiidFa 
brehmapurandaradinacararudr^h 
natwam naham nayam loca 
ftadapi cimart'ham criyate $0Q9h* 
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twayi mayi cMfayatraico viflitiur 
vyart*ham cupyafi majyafahiflmuh 
fervam pasy^tmanyatmdnam 
fcrvatrotfrija bhedajnyanam, 

valaftavat crid asa£ta 
ftarun aftavat taruniradah 
vriddhaftavach chintamagnah 
perertic brahmanl copi nalagnah^ 

dwadas'a pajj'hat'icdbhiras efhah 
s'ifhyanam cat'hit6bhyupad^8ah 
y^fham naifha caroti viv^cam 
t^fliam cah curutimatirccam. 

A verbal Tranflation. 

i. Reftrain, deluded mortal^ thy thirft of ac- 
Squiring wealth ; excite an averfion from it in 
iby body, underftanding, and inclination : with 
the riches, which thou acquircft by thy own ac- 
tions. With thefe gratify thy foul. 

2. Who is thy wife ; who thy fon ; how ex- 
tremely wonderful is even this world j whofe 
treature thou alfo art\ whence thou cameft— 
meditate on this, O brother, and again on this, 

3. Make no boaft of opulence, attendants, 
youth ; all thefe time fnatches away in the twink- 
ling of an eye : checking all this illufion like 
Mdya^ fet thy heart on the foot of BrahIME, 
fpeedily gaining knowledge of him. 

VOL. !• y 
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4. As a drop of water moves tremulous on 
the lotos-leaf, thus is human life inexpreffibly 
flippery : the company of the virtuous endures 
hett but for a moment; that is our fhip ia 
pafling the ocean of the vrorld* 

5. The body 15 tottering; the head, grey; 
the mouth, toothlefs: the delicate ftaff trembles 
in the hand; which holds it ; ftill the flaggon of 
covetoufnefs remains unemptied • 

6. How foon are we born ! how foon dead I 
how long lying in the mother's womb ! How 
great is the prevalence of vice in this world! 
Wherefore, O man, haft thou complacency here 
below ? 

7. Day and night, evening and morning, 
winter and fpring depart and return : time fports, 
life pafles on ; yet the wind of Qxpe£tation copn 
tinues unreftrained. 

8. To dwell under the manfion of the high 
Gods at the foot of a tree, to have the ground 
for a couch, and a hide for vefture ; to renounce 
all extrinfick enjoyments, — ^whom doth not fuch 
devotion fill with delight ? ' 

9. Place not thy affeftions too ftrongly on foe 
or friend, on a fon or a kinfman> in war or in 
peace: be thou even-minded towards all, if 
thou defireft fpeedily to attain the nature of 
Vishnu. 
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lo. Eight original mountains, and feven feas, 
Brahme, Indra, the Sun, and Rudra, thefe 
are permanent : not thou, not I, not this or that 
people ; wherefore then fliould anxiety be raifed 
inournUnds? 

n. In thee, in me, in every other being is 
VisriNU ; foolifhly art thou offended with me, 
not bearing my approach : fee every foul in thy 
own foul} in all places lay afide a notion of 
diverfity. 

1 2. The boy fo long delights in his play j the ) 
youth fo long purfues his damfel ; the old man 
fo long broods over uneafmefs ; that no one me- 
ditates on the Supreme Being, 

1 3. This is the inftrudion of learners deliver- 
ed in twelve dlftin£t ftanzas : what more can be 
done with fuch, as this work fills not with 
devotion ?. 

III. 
The following elegy, which is chofen as a fpe- 
cimen of Arabic k *, was compofed by a learn- 
ed Philofopher and Scholar, Mir Muham- 
MED HusAiN, before his journey to Haida-* 
rdbad with Richard Johnson, Efq. 

md dnfa U dnfa dllati 
jdat ilayya dlai badbar 

♦ JPlatc V. and Plate III. 
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MnaidmU dtbkalajafnaha 
wadlkalbu idra bibi dldbadr 

ra^adat dsdwida kaumibd 
fatakballafat minhd dlgbarar 
nazadt kbaldkbildnl lebd 
dlld tujdjibd bijbar 

; te/bcii dlt arika lid'bulmahirr 

fakadat bibd najma dlfabbar 
Ji lailabiti kad cabbalat 
hifawddibdjafna dlkamar 
wa terai dlgbamdma cadjmuliri 
terdi dlnujuma dlai djbar 
tebci vyunoii liljemdi 
dlai haddyiJdbd dlzuhar 

wa&lberku yebfimu thegrubu 
djabdn libdttca dlgbiyar 
wadlrddu cdda yukbarriku 
dldsmdkbaji s'ummi dWajar 

fabawat tuddnikum wakad 
hadharat indki min kbafar 
vaadldemu beUa kbududabd 
wafakai riyaddti lilnad^bar 

wateneffafat idb eallamat 
waramatfuwddi Udlfberar . 
d ballot hiddtibunei dlai ^ 

dnjedda li dzmu d/fafar * ^- 

kdlat ddbabta fuwddand 
waddb'aUahuh'erra dlf altar 
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tadsi dxjvdmira lUbawai 

watutiHu ndsib'aca dlghidar / 

wakduru min drdJifi' ikd ' 

drdiri wrnnd terddi d/fnekatr i 

yaumdn tesiru hica dlbibbdru , g 

. watdraban' turmai bibarr 

md dbd djddacajaulabotv i 

h'aula dlbiladi Jiwai dldcgar 
adlifta ddbbda dlfeld 
wanesita drama dlbdjber 

dm had meleltajiwdrand 
yd wdiha kbillin kad nqfar 
. fdrUem dlai kalbi dlladbi 
rdma dlfuluwwa wamd kadar. 

Tlie Tranflation* 

. I. Never, oh! never fhall I forget the fair 
oive, who came to my tent with timid circum* 
fpedion : 

2. Sleep fat heavy on her eye-lids, and her 
heart fluttered with fear. 

3. She had marked the dragons of her tribe 
(the fentinels), and had difmifled all dread of 
danger from them: 

4. She had laid afide the rings, which ufed 
to grace her ankles; left the found of them fhou^d 
expofe her to calamity : 
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5. She deplored the darknefs of the way^ 
which hid from her the morning-ftar. 

6. It was a night, when the cye-lafhes of the 
moon were tinged with the black powder (AU 
Cobol) of the gloom : 

7. A night, in which thou mighteft have fcen 
the cloudd, like camels, eagerly grazing on the 
ftars; 

8. While the eyes of heaven wept on th6 
bright borders of the fky ; 

9* The lightning difplayed his (hining teethe 
with wonder at this change in the firmament j 

ID. And the thunder almoft burft the ears of 
the deafened rocks. 

1 1. She was defirous of embracing me, but, 
through modefty, declined my embrace. 

12. Tears bedewed her cheeks, and, to my 
eyes, watered a bower of rofos. 

13. When (he fpake, her panting fighs blew 
* flames Into my heart. 

14. She continued expoftulating with me on 
my exceflive defire of travel. 

15. ' Thou haft melted my heart, flie faid, 
' and made it feel inexpreffible anguifli. 

16. ' Thou art perverfe in thy condufl to her 

• who loves thee, and obfequiou% to thy guileful 

♦ advifer. 
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17* ^ Thou goeft round from country to 

* country, and art never pleafed with a fixed 
"^refidence. 

i8, * One while the feas roll with tlitfe ; and, 
' another while, thou art agitated on the Ihore. 

19. ^ What fruit, but painful fatigue, can arife 

* from rambling over foreign regions ? 

20. ' Haft thou affociated thyfelf with the 

* wild antelopes of the defert, and forgotten the 

* tame deer ? 

21. * Art thou weary then of our neighbour- 

* hood ? O wo to him, who flees from his be- 

* loved ! 

22. * Have pity at length on my afflided 
^ heart, which feeks relief, and cannot obtain 
^it/ 

Each couplet of the original confifta of twq 
Dimeter lambicks^ and muft be read in the 
proper cadene^* 

IV. 

As a fpecimen of the old Per/ion language and 
charadter, I fubjoin a very curious paflage 
from the Zend^ which was communicated to 
me by Bahman the fon of Bahra m, a na- 
tive of Tezd^ and, as his n^^me indicates, a 
Pdrsi : he wrote the paffage from memory ; 
iioce his books in Pablavi and Deri are not 
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yet brought to Btt^aL It is a fuppofed an- 
fwer of r^AD or God to Zera'htusht, 
who had afked by what means mankind could 
attain happineis. 

Azpid umdd cbe ce pidu mad ne kbojhnud 
bid bargiz hibijbt ne vinid; bejdyi cirfah hizab 
vinid: mebdn rh he dzarm nic ddrtd, cebdn rd be: 
'Neb gunab maydzdrid: aj kbijbdvendi dervijb^ 
nang meddrid: ddd u venddd i kbdliki yedld beh 
car ddrid\ az rijtdkbizi ten pasiti endijbeb ne^ 
mdyid; mahddd ce ajbu ten kbijb rd d&zakbi cu-^ 
nid, va dncbe be kbijbten. najbdbad he cafdn ma^ 
^pajendtd va ma cunid : bercbe he giti cmid be 
maim az aiieb pc^irak dyfd ^z 

A Verbal Tranflation, 

^* If you do that with which your father and 
mother are not pleafed, jou (hall n^ver fee 
heaven ; inftead of good fpirits, you fhall fee evil 
beings : behave with honefty and with refjpe6t 
to the great; and oil ho account injure the 
mean : hold not your poor relations a reproach 
to you : imitate the juftice and goodnefe of the 
Only Creator: meditate on the refurreftion of 
the future body ; teft you make your fouls and 
bodies the inhabitants of hell ; and whatever 

^ Fhte VIL The ZmJ Letlcrs are ia Ptelfe HL , 
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would be unpleafing to yourfelves, think not 
that pleafing to others, and do it not : whatever- 
good you do on earth, for that you fhall receive a 
retribution in heaven." 

It will, perhaps, be fufpeded (and the language 
itfelf may confirm thefufpicion), that thisdoflxine 
has beep taken from a religion very different 
both in age and authority, from that of Zera'h- 

TUSHT. , 

The following ftory in modetri Perjiart was' 
given to me by Mirza Abdu^rahhi'm of 
Isfahan: it feems. extrai^ed from^oaeot ti^^^, 
many poems on the loves of Mejnu'n and 
Lajl I, the Romeo and'][uLiET of the Eaft*^ 
Each verfe confifts of a Cretick foot followed 
by two Cboriambij or a Cboriarpbu& and a 
Moloffus, -■ ■ . > 
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i Sbtrmajli fen pijidni diem . 
perverejb ydftehi dameni gbem 

. * $^i rar^ q rokin laildyi jonutt 
"kbdli rokbfdrebi hdmun Mejnun 
.^ ydft cbun rdb hi edjbdnebi ijbk 
. Sfitdnjbud bideri kbdnebi iJbk 

ier Jerejb Jbakbsi jonim Jdyabjicand 
kis/ebi ddjhiki djb gajbt boland- 

^ der drab ber t'arafi gbaugbajbud 
' - nakU u nokU mejalis-^b^Jbud^^ 

hud dmiri hidrab vdldjbdn^ 
' sab'ibi micnat ofervat * bijeh^A - - 

tore tdzi gbemi bejrdn didab 
' fur guli'ddgbi mob'abbatcbidab 

didab der t'ifliyi kbod suziferdk 
' ialkbiyi zabri Jerdkejb himezdk 

m 

ydft cbun kis'iebi an derdfigdl 
fardfermdn higbuldm der Jjlal 

ceb suyt najd kadamfdz zifer. 
fbau heb tdjil ravdn cbun derser 

an ceb dil bordab zi Mejnun hi nigdb 
heb herenhciid biydver bemrdb 

' raft Q dvard gbuldmac der hat 
Laili an pddijbabi mulcijemdl 

* The reader will fupply the point over j, when it ftacidb 
for/*. 
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beb gbuldmi digurejb Jbui fermdn 
ceh to hem'jhau hi siiyi dajbt rauhc 

jdtdbi zindU drSabijonAn ' • 

Jhemi pur nitri fnob' abbot M^nim 

%Ud aver her em an sukbtah rk 
anjigahuzi gbem dndukbtab ni 

raft hergajht ghuUmac cbu nigih 
vdliyi djhvari tjhkejb bemrdh 

card lira cbu nazar mardi amir 
did zdrt bi gbemi ijl:k dsir 

herferejhjbakbsijoniin car dab vat' en 
zakbmi bejrdn hi tenejh pirdben 

mdyifer ber bedenejh gajhtab kobh 
muzab d% abilabi pd ber pa 

m 

Jhdnab dz kbdri mugbildn ber wujh 
kbirkab dz rigi biyabdn ber dujh 

goft cat gomfhudabi vddiyi gbem 
hicb kbzvdbi ceb temenndt debem 

Jerferdzat curiam dz micnat 6 job 
Lain arem biberet kbdt'er kbwdh 

goft nt ni ceb hatideji haiid 
zerreb ra bem nazari bd kborjhid 

goft kbwdbi ceh coni rdjl bigu 
fairi an safbabi rokbfdri nicu 
yd neddri bijemdlejb mmli 
rdji.berguyi bijdni Laili 
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goft cii kodvahi drbdbi cerem 
zerrabi ibdci deret tdjiferem 

her dilem derd zi Lailt cdjiji 
kbwdbejhi vasl zi hi injajfijl 

habri kbarfendiyi injozvi hakhr ^ 
has huvad pertccoi dz mibri monir 

goft d gdrdtd suyi dajht ravan 

didab girydn b mizbab djhcfijban , . 

The TranfIation« 

1. Tbe many wbo bad inebriated himfelf with 
milk from the nipple of Angui&« who had been 
nourifhed in the lap of Afflidion, 

2. Mejnu''n, mad with the bright hue and' 
fair face of L aili^ himfelf a dark mole on the 
cheek of the defert> 

3. Having found the w&y to the manfion of 
love, hcc2ime Jixed like the threfliold on the 
door of lovers palace. 

4* Over his head the form of Madnefs had 
caft her fhadow : the tale of his palfion was 
loudly celebrated. 

5. Among the jurats a tumult arofe on all 
fides: the relation of his adventures was a deffert 
in their aflemblies. 

6. A powerful Prince reigned in Arabia, pof- 
£e£Kng worldly magnfficence and riches : 
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J. He had feen the dteptedations rf Grief 
through abfence from a beloved obje& : he had^ 
plucked many a black-fpotted flower from ibe 
garden of love. 

8. Even in his infancy he had felt the pain oT 
reparation: the bitter tafte of that poifon rc^ 
mained on his palate. 

9. When he learned the ftory of that affiled* 
lover, he inftantly gave an order to a Have, 

10. Sayings * Make thy head like thy feet ia 

* running towards Nqjd; go with celerity, like a 
^ violent wind : 

1 1. * Bring fpeedily with thee, to my prdence 

* Her, who has ftolen the heart of Mejnd'k 

* with a glance/ 

12. The ftripling ran, and in a Ihort time 
brought Laili, that Emprefs in the dominion 
of beauty. 

13. To another flave tbe Prince gave this* 
order : * Run thou alfo into the defert, . 

14. ' Go to that ornament of frantick lovers,* 
^.Mejnu''n, the illumined taper of love. 

15. * Bring quickly before me that inflamed 

* youths that heart-confumed anguifli-pierced 

* lover.' 

16. The boy went, and returned, in the twiok- 
ling of an eye, accompanied by the ruler iji the 
territories of love* 
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17- When the Prificc looked at him, he 
IfchcW a wretch in bondage to the mifery of 
defire. 

18. Madnefs had fixed her abode on this 
h^d : he Was clothed^ ad with a reft, with the 
wounds of reparation. 

19. His locks flowed, like a mantle, over his 
body : his only fandal was the callus of his feet* 

20. In his hair ftuck a domb of Arabian 
thorns : a robe of fand from the defert covered 
his back. 

21. * O THOU, faid the Prince^ who hast beeit 
^* loft in the valley of forrow ; doft thou not wifh 

* me to give thee the objefl: of thy paflion, 

22. ^ To exalt thee with dignity and power^ 
**to bring LailI before thee gratifying thy foul?* 

23. * No, no J anfwered he, far, far is it from 

* my wifh, that an atom fhould be feen together 

* with the fun/ 

24. * Speak truly, replied the Prince, art thou 
^ not willing to recreate thyfelf on the fmooth 

* plain ci that beautiful cheek ? 

25. • Of haft thou no incliriatioatb enjoy hef 
^' charms ? I adjure thee, by the foul of Laili^ 
^ to declare the truth !' 

' 26. He rejoined : * O chief o^ men with 

* generous hearts, a particle of duft from thy 

* gate is a diadem on my head/ 
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27. * The pain of my love for LailI is fuf- 
' ficient for my heart : a wifli to enjoy her pre- 

* fence thus would be injuftice. 

28. 'To gratify this contemptible foul of 
' mine, a fingle ray from that bright luminary 

* would be enough/ 

29. He fpake, and ran towards the defert, 
his eye weeping, and his eye-lafhes raining tears. 

Thefe couplets would fully anfwer the pur- 
pofe of fliowing the method, in which Perjian 
may be written according to the original cha- 
rafters, with fome regard alfo to the Isfabdnt 
pronunciation ; but, fince a very ingenious ar* 
tift, named Muhammed Ghau'th, has en- 
graved a tetraftich on copper, as a fpecimen of 
his art, and fince no moveable types can equal 
the beauty of Perjian writing, I annex his plate*, 
and add the four lines, which he has feledted, in 
Englijb letters : they are too eafy to require a 
tranflation, and too infignificant to deferVe it, 

Huwa'l dzi^ 
Cajhmi terah'h'um zi to ddrtm mi 
keblab toyl rii beceb arim ma 
hdjati ma dz td ber ayed teitiam 
ddmenat dz caf naguzdrlm ma. 

• Plate VI. 
VOL. I. Z 
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VI. 

The firft fpecifnen of Hindis that occurs to me, 
is a little Ghazal or love-fong, in a Choriam^ 
hick meafure, written by Gunna' Beigum, 
the wife of Gha'ziu'ldIn Kh'ak, a man of 
confummate abilities and confummate wicked- 
nefs, who has borne an a6live part in the mo- 
dem tranfadions of Upper Hindujtan. 
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Muddaii hemse fokhan fdz bifalust bc^ 
ab tamenna co yehan muzbedei mdyust bal 

db ab cafrati ddgbi gbemi khubdn se temdm 

safb'ai' sinab mera jilwai tdust bat 

bal merl t'arah' jigar kmni tera muddatse 

at b'innd cifci tujbe kbwdbijbi pdbiisi hat 

•• • 

dwazi derd meze se zvab bhere bain sure 

jis lebi zakbam ne Jhemjbiri terl cbusl bal 

tohmati ijbk abas carte bain mtijbper Minnat 
hdn yebfecb milne ct kbubdn se tu tuc kbust bal. 

The Tranflation. 

1 . My beloved foe fpeaks of me with diffi- 
mulation ; and now the tidings of defpair are 
brought hither to the defire of my foul. 

2 . Alas, that the fmooth furface of my bofom, " 
through the marks of burning in the fad ab- 
fence of lovely youths, is become like the plum- 
age of a peacock. 

Z 2 
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3. Like me, O Hinna (the fragrant and ele- 
gant flirub, with the leaves of which the nails of 
Arabian women are dyed crimfon), thy heart 
has long been full of blood : whofe foot art 
thou defirous of kifling ? 

4. Inflead of pain, my beloved, every wound 
from thy cimeter fucks with its lips the fweet- 
nefs, with which it is filled. 

5. The fufpicion of love is vainly caft on 
MiNNAT — Yesj true it is, that my nature rather 
leads nie to the company of beautiful youths. 

Thus have I explained, by obfervations and 
examples, my method of noting in Roman letters 
the principal languages oiJJia ; nor can I doubt, 
that Armenian^ Turkijfoj and the various dialeds 
of Tartary, may be exprefled in the fame man- 
ner with equal advantage ; but, as Cbinefe words 
are not written in alphabetical charaders, it is 
obvious, that they muft be noted according to 
the beft pronujiciation ufed in China ; which has, 
I imagine, few founds incapable of being ren- 
dered by the fymbols ufed in this eflay. 
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We cannot juftly conclude, by arguments pre- 
ceding the proof of fa£ts, that one idolatrous 
people mull have borrowed their deities, rites, 
and tenets from another; fince Gods of all 
fliapes and dimenfions may be framed by the 
boundlefs powers of imagination, or by the 
frauds and follies of men, in countries never 
connected ; but, when features of refemblance, 
too ftrong to have been accidental, are obfervable 
in different fyftems of polytheifm, without fancy 
or prejudice to colour them and improve the 
likenefs, we can fcarce help believing, that fonie 
cpnne6tion has immemorially fubfifted between 
the feveral nations, who have adopted them : *it 
is my defign in this effay, to point out fuch a 
refemblance between the popular worfhip of the 
old Greeks and Italians and that of the Hindus ; 
jior c^n there be room to doubt of a great fimi» 
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larity between their ftrange religions and that of 
EgypU China, Perjia, Phrygian Phcenice, Syria ; 
to which, perhaps, we may fafely add feme of 
the fouthern kingdoms and even iflands of ^m^- 
rica ; while the Gothick fyftem, which prevailed 
in the northern regions of Europe^ was not 
merely fimiiar to thofe of Greece and Italy, but 
almoft the fame in another drefs with an em- 
broidery of images apparently AJiatick. From 
all this, if it be fatisfadorily proved, we may 
infer a general union or affinity between the 
mo ft diftinguiflied inhabitants of the primitive 
world, at the time when they deviated, as they 
did too early deviate, from the rational adoratioQ 
of the only, true God. 

There feem to have been four principal fources 
of all mythology. I. Hiftorical, or natural, 
truth has beien perverted into fable by ignorance, 
imagination, flattery, or ftupidity ; as a king of 
Crete^ whofe tomb had been difcovered in that 
ifland, was conceived to have been the God of 
Olympus^ and Minos, a legiflator of that country, 
to have been his fon, and to hold a fupreme 
appellate jurifdidion over departed fouls; hence 
too probably flowed the tale of Cadmus, as 
BocHART learnedly traces it; hence beacons or 
volcanoB became one-eyed giants and monfters 
vomiting flames ; and two rocks, from their ap* 
pearance to mariners in certain pofitions, were 
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fuppofed to cmlh all veffels attempting to pais 
between them; of which idle fictions many- 
other inftances might be colleded from the 
Odyjfey and the various Argonautick poern^. 
The lefs we fay of Julian ftars, deifications of 
princes or warriours, altars raifed, with thofe of 
Apollo, to the bafeft of men, and divine titles 
beftowed on fuch wretches as Cajus Octa- 
VI AN us, the lefs we fhall expofe the infamy of 
grave fenators and fine poets, or the brutal folly 
of the low multitude: but we may be affured, 
that the mad apotheofis of truly great men, or of 
little men falfely called great, has been the origin 
of grofs idolatrous errors in every^ part of the 
pagan world, XL The next fource of them 
appears to have been a wild admiration of the 
heavenly bodies, and, after a time, th^ fyftems 
and calculations of Aftronomers : hence came a 
confiderable portion of Egyptian and Grecian 
fable ; the Sabian worfliip in Arabia ; the Perjian 
types and emblems of MUor or the fun, and the 
, far extended adoration of the elements and the 
powers of nature ; and hence perhaps, all the 
artificial Chronology of the Cbinefe and Indians, 
•with the invention of demigods and heroes to 
fill the vacant niches in their extravagant and 
imaginary periods. III. Numberlefs ,divinitie8 
have been created folely by the rfiagick of poe- 
try I whofe eflential bufmefs it is, to perfbnify 
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the moft abftraift notions, and to place a nymph 
or a genius in every grove and almoft in every 
flower: hence Hygieia and JafOy health and 
remedy, are the poetical daughters of iEscuLA- 
Pius, who was either a diftinguifhcd phyfician, 
or medical Ikill perfonified j and hence CbloriSy 
or verdure, is married to the Zephyr. IV. The 
metaphors and allegories of moralifts and meta- 
phyficians have been alfo very fertile in Deities; 
of which a thoufand examples might be adduced 
from Plato, Cicero, and the inventive com- 
mentators on HoMRR in their pedigrees of the 
Gods, and their fabulous leffons of morality; 
^he richeft and nobleft ftream from this abuUf 
dant fountain is the charming philofophical tale 
pt Psyche, or the Progrefs of the Saul; than 
which, to my tafte, a more beautiful, fublime^ 
and well fupported allegory was never produced 
by the wifdom and ingenuity of man. Hence 
alfo the Indian Ma'ya', ct, as the word is exr 
plained by fome Hifidu fcholars, *f the firft in- 
f clination of the Godhead to diverfify himfelf 
*f (fuch is their phrafe) by creating worlds,** is 
feigned to be the mother of univerfal nature, 
and of all the inferiour Gods ; as a Cajhmirian 
informed me, when I afked him, why Ca -ma, 
or Love, was reprefent^d as her ion j but the 
word Ma ya', or delujion^ has a more fubtile 
and recondite lenfe in the Veddnta philofophy, 
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where it fignifies the fyftem of perceptions, whe« 
ther of fecondary or of primary qualities, which 
the Deity was believed by Epicharmus, Pla- 
to, and many truly pious men, to raife by his 
omniprcfent fpirit in the minds of his creatures, 
but which had not, in their opinion, any exift- 
ence independent of mind. 

In drawing a parallel between the Gods of 
the Indian and European heathens, from what- 
ever fource they were derived, I Ihall remember, 
that nothing is lefs favourable to enquiries after 
truth than a fyftematical fpirit, and fliall call to 
mind the faying of a Hindu writer, ** that who- 
** ever ohftinately adheres to any fet of opinions, 
^^ may bring himfelf to l^elieve that the freflieft 
^' fandal wood is a flame of fire f * this will 
cfFeduaily prevent me from infifting, that fuch 
a God of Indiu was the ]vvitek of Greece; fuch, 
tie Apollo; fuch, tl)e Mercury : in fa£l, fincc 
all the caufes of polytheifm contributed largely 
to the affemblage of Grecian divinities (though 
Bacon reduces them all to refined allegories, 
and Newton to a poetical diiguife of true 
hiftory), we find many Joves, many Apollos^ 
maay Mercurifs, with diftinfl: attributes and 
capacities ; nor (hall I prefume to fuggeft more, 
than that, ia one capacity or another, there exifls 
a. ftriking fimilitude between the chief objects 
pf wprfhip in ancient Greece or Italy and ia the 
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very intcrefting country, which we now in- 
habit. 

The comparifon, which I proceed to lay 

before you, muft needs be very fuperficial, partly 
from my fhort refidence in Hindujiany partly 
from my want of complete leifure for literary 
amufemcnts, but principally becaufe I have no 
European book, to refrefh my memory of old 
fables, except the conceited, though not unlearn- 
ed, work of PoMEY, entitled the PantAeon, and 
that fo miferably tranflated, that it can hardly 
be read with patience. A thoufand more ftrokes 
of refemblance might, I amfure, be collected by 
any, who fhould with that view perufe Hesiod, 
Hyginus, Cornutus, and the other mytho- 
logifts ; or, which would be a fhorter and a 
pleafanter way, fhould be fatisfied with the very 
elegant Syntagmata of Lilivs Giraldus* 

Difquifitions concerning the manners and con- 
duit of our fpecies in early times, or indeed at 
" any time, are always curious at lead and amuf* 
ing ; but they are highly interefting to fuch, as 
can fay of themfelves with Chremes in the 
play, *' We are men, and take an intereft in all 
** that relates to mankind :'* They may even be 
of folid importance in an age, when feme in- 
telligent and virtuous perfons are inclined to 
I doubt the authenticity of the accounts, delivered 
by MosE«, concerning the primitive world; 
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^nce no modes or fources of reafoning can be 
unimportant, which have a tendency to remove 
fuch doubts. Either the firft eleven chapters of ^ 
Genejis, all due allowances being made for a 
figurative Eaftern ftyle, are true, or the whole 
fabrick of our national religion is falfe ; a con* 
clufion, which none of us, I truft, woulJ wilh to 
be drawn. I, who cannot help believing the 
divinity of the Messiah, from the undifputed 
antiquity and manifeft completion of many 
prophefies, efpecially thofe of Isaiah, in the 
only perfon recorded by hiftory, to whom they 
are applicable, am obliged of courfc to believe 
the fandity of the venerable books, to which 
that facred perfon refers as genuine ; but it is 
not the truth of our national religion, as fuch, 
that I have at heart : it is truth itftlf ; and, if 
any cool unbiafled reafoner will clearly convince 
me, that Moses drew his narrative through 
Egyptian conduits from, the primeval fountains 
of Indian literature, I ihall efteem him as a 
friend for having weeded my mind from a ca- 
pital error, and promife to ftand among th6 
foremoft in affifting to circulate the truth, which 
he has afcertained. After fuch a declaration, 
I cannot but perfuade myfelf, that no candid 
man will be difpleafed, if, in the courfe of my 
work, I make as free with any arguments, that / 
he may have advanced, as I fliould really delire 
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him to do with any of mine, that he may be diA 
pofed to controvert. Having no fyftem of my 
own to maintain, I fhall not purfue a very re- 
gular method, but (hall take all the Gods, of 
whom I difcourfe, as they happen to prefent 
themfelves; beginning, however, like the Ro^ 
mans and the Hindus^ with Jan u or Gane'sa. 
The titles and attributes of this old Italian 
deity are fully comprized in two choriambick 
verfes ofSuLPiTius; and a farther account of 
him from Ovid would here be fuperfluous : 

Jane pater, yafie tuens, dive biceps, biformis, 
O cate rerum fator, O principiurir deorum ! 

" Father Janus, all-beholding Janus, thou 
" divinity with two heads, and with two forms j 
" O fagacious planter of all things, and leader 
•'of deities!" 

He was the God, we fee, of fFifdom; whence 
he is reprefented on coins with two^ and, on thq 
Hetrufcan image found at Falifci, with four, 
faces ; emblems of prudence and circumfpediion ; 
thus is Gane'sa, the God of WifdQtn in Hin-i^ 
dujiariy painted with an Elephant's head, the 
fymbol of fagacious difcernment, and attended 
by a favourite rat^ which the Indians confider as 
a wife and provident animal. His next great 
chara6ter (the plentiful fource of many fuper-*" 
ftitious ufages) was that, from which he is em-t 
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phatically ftyled thefatber^ and which the fecond 
verfe before-cited more fully expreffes, the origin 
and founder of all things : whence this notion 
arofe, unlefs from a tradition that he firft built 
(hrines, raifed altars, and inftituted facrifices, it 
is not eafy to conjefture ; hence it came how- 
ever, that his name was invoked before any 
other God j that, in the old facred rites, corn 
and wine, and, in later times, incenfe alfb, were 
firft offered to Janus ; that the doors or ejh- 
trances to private houfes were called Januce^ 
and any pervious pafTage or thorough-fare, ia 
the plural number, Jani^ or with two begin- 
nings ; that he was reprefented holding a rod as 
guardian of ways, and a key, as opening, not 
gates only, but all important works and affairs of 
mankind j that he was thought td prefide over 
the morning, or beginning of day ; that, although 
the Roman year began regularly with Marcb^ 
yet the eleventh month, named Januarius^ was 
confidered as firft of the twelve, whence the 
whole year was fuppofed to be under his guid- 
ance, and opened with great folemnity by the 
confuls inaugurated in his fane, where his ftatue 
was decorated on that occafion with frefli laurel ; 
and, for the fame reafon, a folemn denunciation 
of war, than which there can hardly be a mqre 
roomentpus national aft, iwas made by the mi- 
Jjt^ry confurs opening jtfee gates of his temple 
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with all the pomp of his magiftracy. The twelve 
altars and twelve chapels of Janus might either 
denote, according to the general opinion, that 
he leads and governs twelve months, or that, as 
he fays of himfelf in Ovid, all entrance and 
acceis muft be made through him to the prin- 
cipal Gods, who were, to a proverb, of the fame 
nurobei% We may add, that Janus was imagine 
cd to prcfide over infants at their birth, or th^ 
beginning of life. 

The Indian divinity has precifely the fame 
charadcr : all facrifices and religious ceremonies, 
all addrefles even to fuperiour Goda, all ferious 
compofitions in writing, and all worldly affairs 
of moment, are begun by pious Hindus with an 
invocation of Gane'sa; a word compofed of 
ifa^ the governor or leader, and gana, or a com-- 
pany of deities, nine of which companies are enu- 
merated in the Amarcojh. Inftances of opening 
bufinefs aufpicioufly by an ejaculation to the 
Janus of India (if the lines of refemblance here 
traced wilF juftify me in fo calling him) might 
be multiplied withvcafe. Few books are begun 
without the words falutation to Gane's, and he 
16 firft invoked by the Bt^dbmans^ who conduft. 
the trial by ordeal, or perform the ceremony of 
the homa, or facrifice to fire: M. Sonnerat 
reprefents him as highly revered on the Coaft 
of Coromandel ; ** where the Indians^ he faysy 
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^* would not on any account build a houfe, with- 
*' out having placed on the ground an imag^ of 
^ this deity V which they fprinkie with oil and 
" adorn every day with flowers ; they fet up his 
" figure in all their temples, in the ftreets, in the 
" high roads, and in open plains at the foot of 
^^ forae tree j fo that perfons of all ranks may in- 
** voke hira, before they undertake any bufmefs, 
'* and travellers worship him, before they pro- 
" ceed on their journey." To this I may add, 
from my own obfervation, that in the oom- 
modious and ufeful town, which now rifes at 
DIJarmdrmiya or Gayd, under the aufpices of the 
adive and benevolent Thomas Law, Efq. col- 
leGtov of RotaSy every new-built houfe, agree- 
ably to an immemorial ufage of the Hindus, has *^ IT^H^ 
the name of Gane s a fuperfcribed on its door ; irSL^*^!*-* 
and, in the old town, his image is placed over 
the gates of the temples. 

We come now to Saturn, the oldeft of the 
pagan Gods, of whofe office and actions much is 
recorded. The jargon of his being the fon of 
Earth and of Heaven, who was the fon of the 
Sky and the Day, is purely a confeffion oi ig- 
inorance, who were his parents or who his pre- 
deceflbrs ; and there appears more fenfe in the 
tradition faid to be mentioned by the inquifitive 
and well informed Plato, " that both Sa- 
^' TURN or time^ and his confort Cybele, or 
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•• the Earthy together with their attendants, were 
•* the children of Ocean and The ris^ or, in Icfs 
" poetical language Iprang from the waters of the 
^ great deep.'* Cere :, the goddefs of harvefts, 
was, it feems, their daughter ; and Virgil de- 
fcribes *-^ the mother and nurfe of all as crown* 
•* ed with turrets, in a car drawn by lions, and 
** exulting in her hundred grandfons, all divine, 
^ all inhabiting fplendid celeftial manfions.** As 
the God of time, or rather as time itfelf per- 
fonified, Saturn was ufually painted by the 
heathens holding a fcythe in one hand, and, in 
the other, a fnakc with its tail in its mouth, the 
fymbol of perpetual cycles and revolutions of 
ages : he was often reprefented in the aft of de- 
<.,*:^ vouring years, in the form of children, and, 
'.';%4 fometimes, encircled by the feafons appearing 
*" ^^ like boys and girls. By th^ Latins he was 
named Saturnus ; and themoft ingenious ety-^ 
mology of that \yord is given by Festus the 
grammarian ; who traces it, by a learned analogy 
to many fimilar names, a fatUy from planting, 
becaufe, when he reigned in Italy ^ he introduced 
and improved agriculture : but his diftinguifli- 
ing charader, which explains, indeed, all his 
other titles and funftions, was exi refled alle^ 
gorically by the ftern of a fhip or o-q ley on the 
reverfe of his ancient coins; for v : :h Ovio 
affigns a very unfatisfaCiory r: .:.:■■..; ' beqjiufQ 
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*' the divine ftranger arrived in a ihip on the 
** Italian coaft ;'* as if he could have been ex- 
pefted on horfe-back or hovering through the 
air. 

The account, quoted by Pomey from Alex- 
ander PoLYHiSTOR, cafts a clearer light, if it 
really came from genuine antiquity, on the whole 
tale of Saturn; "that he predided an ex^ 
" traordinary fall of rain, and ordered the con- 
" ftrudion of a veflel, in v^hich it was neceffary 
** to fecure men, beafts, birds, and reptiles from. 
^* a general inundation.'* 

Now it feems not eafy to take a cool review 
of all thefe teftimonies concernihg the birth, 
kindred, offspring, charadler, occupations, and 
entire life of Saturn, without affenting to the 
opinion of Bochart, or admitting it at leaft to 
be highly probable, that the fable was raifed on 
the true hiftory of Noah ; from whofe flood a 
new period of time wa§ computed, and a new 
feries of ages may be faid to have fprung ; who 
rofe frefh, and, as it were, newly born from the 
waves; whofe wife was in fa(fl the univerfal 
mother, and, that the earth might foon be re- 
peopled, was early bleifed with numerous and 
fiouriihing defcendants: if we produce, there- 
fore, an Indian king of divine birth, eminent for 
hifi piety and beneficence, whofe ftory feems 
evidently to be that of Noah difguifed by Jfia-^ 
you U A A 
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tick liaion, we may fafely ofFer a conje6liirei 
that he was alfo the fame perfonage with Sa- 
turn. This was Menu, or Satyavrata^ 
whofe pratronymick name was Vaivaswata, 
or child of the Sun ; and whom the Indians be- 
lieved to have reigned over the whole world in 
the earlieft age of their chronology, but to have 
refided in the country of Dravira, on the coaft 
of the Eaftern Indian Peninfula : the following 
narrative of the principal event in his life I have 
literally tranflated froni the Bbdgavat ; and it is 
the fubjedi of the firfl Fur ana, entitled that of 
the Matfya, or Fijb. 

* Defiring the prefervation of herds, and of 

* BrdbmanSj of genii and virtuous men, of the 
^ Fedas, of law, and of precious things, the lord 

* of the univerfe aflumes many bodily ftiapes ; 

* but, though he pervades, like the air, a va- 

* riety of beings, yet he is himfelf unvaried, 
/ iince he has no quality fubjefl: to change. 
' At the clofe of the laft Calpa, there was a 
' general deftrud;ion occafioned by the fleep of 
^ Brahma'; whence his creatures in different 

* worlds were drowned in a vaft ocean. Brah- 

* M A', being inclined to llumber, deftring repofe 
^ after a lapfe of ages, the ftrong demon Ha ya- 

* GRi VA came near him, and ftole the Vedas^ 

* which had flowed from his lips. When Heri, 

* the preferver of the univerfe, difcovered tbls^ 
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* deed of the Prince of Danavas, he took the 

* Ihape of a minute lifh, called fafhafu A 

* holy king, named Satyavr ata, then reigned; 

* a fervant of the fpirit, which moved on the 
' waves, and fo devout, that water was his only 
' fuftenance. He was the child of the Sun, 

* and, in the prefent Calpa^ is invefted by Na- 

^ * ra'yan in the office of Menu^ by the name of 

* Sra ddhade'va, or the God of Obfequies. 
' One day, as he was making a libation in th6 
' river Cntamdld^ and held water in the palm 

* of his hand, he perceived a fmall fifh moving 

* in it. The king of Dravira immediately 

* dropped the fifh into the river together with 
/ the water, which he had taken from it ; when 

* the fap'hari tlius pathetically addrefled the be- 

* nevolent monarch: ''How canft thou, O 
.'^ king, who fhoweft afFe(5tion to the opprefled, 
** leave me in this river- water, where I am too 
" weak to refift the monfters of the ftrcam, 
" who fill me with dread ?" He, not knowing 

* who had aflumed the form of a fifh, applied 

* his mind to the prefervation of the fafhari, 
/ both from good nature and from regard to his 

* own foul ; and, having heard its very fuppliant 

* addrefs, he kindly placed it under his pro- 

* tediion in a fmall vafe full of water ; but, in a 

* fingle night, its bulk was fo increafed, that it 
' could not b^ contained in the jar, and thus 

A A 2 
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* again addrefled the illuftrious Prince : *M am 
" not pleafed with living miferably in this little 
^* vafe ;'make me a large manfion, where I may 
^ dwell in comfort.'* The king^ removing it 

* thence, placed it in the water of a ciftemj but 

* it grew three cubits in lefs than fifty minutes, 

* and faid : " O king, it pleafes me not to ftay 
** vainly in this narrow ciftem : fince thou haft 
^ granted me an afylum, give me a fpacious 
*^ habitation." He then removed it, and placed 
' it in a pool, where, having ample fpace around 
^ its body, it became a fifh of confiderable fize. 
** This abode, O king, is not convenient for me, 
^ who muft fwim at large in the waters : exert 
*' thyfelf for my fafety ; and remove me to a 
«< deep lake :** Thus addrefled, the pious mo- 

* narch threw the fuppliant into a lake, and, 

* when it grew of equal bulk with that piece of 
' water, he caft the vaft fifh into the fea. When 

* the fifh was thrown into the waves, he thus 

* agdn fpoke to Satyavrata: ''here the 
*' horned fharks, and other monflers of great 
" flrength will devour me ; thou fliouldft not, 
" O valiant man, leave me in this ocean.*' Thws 
^ repeatedly deluded by the fifh, who had ad- 

* drefTed him with gentle words, the king faid : 
"^ who art thou, that beguilefl me in that afTumed 
" fhape \ Never before have I feen or heard of 

fo prodigious an inhabitant of the waters, who. 
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^* like thee, haft filled up, in a fingle day, a lake 
*' an hundred leagues in circumference. Surely, 
*^ thou art Bhagavat, who appeareft before 
*' me ; the great Heri, whofe dwelling was on 
" the waves ; and who now, in compaffion to thy 
" fervants, beareft the form of the natives of the ' 
" deep. Salutation and praife to thee, O firft 
" male, the lord of creation, of prefervation, of 
*'deftruaion! Thou art the higheft objeft, O 
** fupreme ruler, of us thy adorers, who pioufly 
'^ feek thee. All thy delufive defcents in this 
" world give exiftence to various beings : yet I 
*' am anxious to know, for what caufe that fhape 
has been aflumed by thee. Let me not, O 
" lotos-eyed, approach in vain the feet of a 
" deity, whofe perfedt benevolence has been ex- 
'* tended to all ; when thou haft fliewn us to 
" our amazement the appearance of other bodies 
^* not in reality exifting, but fucceflively ex- 
^* hibited.'* The lord of the univerfei loving 

* the pious man, who thus implored him, and 

* intending to preferve him from the fea of de- 
^ ftrudion, caufed by the depravity of the age, 

* thus told him how he was to a<ft. '* In feven 
** days from the prefent time, O thou tamer of 
'* enemies, the three worlds will be plunged in 
" an ocean of death ; but, in the midft of the 
*' deftroying waves, a large veffel, fent by me 
^* for thy ufe, Ihall ftand before thee. Then 
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" (llalt thou take all medicinal herbs, all the va- 
" riety of feeds ; and, accompanied by feven 
•' Saints, encircled by pairs of all brute animals, 
** thou (halt enter the fpacious ark and continue 
*' in it, fecure from the flood on one immenfe 
*' ocean without light, except the radiance of thy 
*^ holy companions. When the fhip fhall be 
" agitated by an impetuous wind, thou fhalt 
" fallen it with a large fea-ferpent on my horn ; 
*' for I will be near thee: drawing the veflel; 
** with thee and thy attendants, I will remain on 
** the ocean, O chief of men, until a night of 
*' Brahma" fhall be completely ended. Thou 
'* fhalt then know my true greatnefs, rightly 
" named the fupreme Godhead ; by my favour, 
'* all thy queflions fhall be anfwered, and thy 
" mind abundantly inftruded." Heri, having 
' thus diredled the monarch, difappeared ; and 

* Satyavrata humbly waited for the time, 
' which the ruler of our fenfes had appointed. 
' The pious king, having fcattered towards the 
' Eafl the pointed blades of the grafs darbba^ and 

* turning his face towards the North, fate me- 

* ditating on the feet of the God, who had borne 

* the form of a fiih. The fea, overwhelming its 
' fhores, deluged the whole earth ; and it was 

* foon perceived to be augmented by fhowers 

* from immertfe clouds. He, flill meditating on 
' the conamand of Bhagavat, faw the yeflei 
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*• advancing, and entered it with the chiefs of 

* Brdhmans, having carried into it the medicinal 

* creepers arid conformed to the dire£tions of 

* Herk The faints thus addreifed him: *' O 
** king, meditate on Ce'sava ; who will, fufely, 
^* deliver us from this danger, and grant us prof- 
" perity." The God, being invoked by the 

* monarch, appeared. again diftindlly on the vaft 
' ocean in the form of a fifli, blazing like gold, 

* extending a million of leagues, with one ftu- 

* pendous horn ; on which the king, as he had 
,* before been commanded by Her r, tied the fhip 

* with a cable made of a vaft ferpent, and, happy 

* in his prefervation, ftood praifing the deftroyer 
' of Madhu. When the monarch had finifhed 
' his hymn, the primeval male, Bhaoavat, 

* who watched for his fafety on the great ex- 
^ panfe of water, fpoke aloud to his own divine 
^ effence, pronouncing a facred Furdna, which 

* contained the rules of the Sane* by a philofophy : 

* but it was an infinite myftery to be concealed 

* within thebreaft of Satyavrata ; who, fit- 

* ting in the veflel with the faints, heard the 
' principle of the foul, the Eternal Being, pro- 

* claimed by the preferving power. Then Herj, 
' rifmg together with Brahma', from the de- 
' ftrudtive deluge, which was abated, flew the 

* demon Hayagri'va, and recovered thefccred 

* books. Satyavrata, inftru£ted in all divine 



Digitized by 



Google 



338 ON THE GODS OF GREECE, 

* and human knowledge, was appointed in the 

* prefent Culpa, by the favour of Vishnu^ the 

* feventh Menu, furnamed Vaivaswata : but 

* the appearance of a horned fifli to the religious 

* monarch was Mdya^ or delufion ; and he, who 
^ Ihall devoutly hear this important allegorical 

* narra^tive, will be delivered from the bondage 
'offm/ 

This epitome of the firft Indian Hiftory, that 
is now extant, appears to me very curious and 
very important; for the ftory, though whim- 
fically dreffed up in the form of an allegory,, 
feems to prove a primeval tradition in this coun- 
try of the univerfal tleluge defcribed by Moses, 
and fixes confequently the fo'w^, when the genuine 
Hindu Chronology actually begins. We find, 
it is true, in the Purdn^ from which the narrative 
is extracted, another deluge which happened to- 
wards the clofe of the third, age, when Yud- 
hist'hir was labouring under the perfecution 
of his inveterate foe Duryodhan, and when 
Crishna, who had recently become incarnate 
- for the purpofe of fuccouring the pious and of 
deftroying the wicked, was performing wonders 
in the country of Mafbura ; but the fecond flood 
was merely heal and intended only to afFeft the 
people of Vraja : they, it feems, had oflfended 
lNDRA,.the God of the firmament, by their cn- 
thufiaftick adoration of the wonderful child, 
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•* who lifted up the mountain Goverdhena, as if 
** it had been a flower, and, by fheltering ^11 the 
^* herdfmen and fhepherdefles from the ftorm, 
'* convinced Indra of his fupremacy/' That 
the Satya, or (if we may venture fo to call it) 
the SatumiaUf age was in truth the age of the 
general flood, will appear from a clofe exa- 
mination of the ten Avatars, or Defcents^ of the 
deity in his capacity of preferver j fmce of the 
four, which are declared to have happened in 
the Satya yug^ the three fir jl apparently relate to 
fome ft:upendou8 convulfion of our globe from 
the fountains of the deep, and the fourth exhibits 
the miraculous punifhment of pride and impiety: 
firft, as we have ihpwn, there was, in the opinion 
of the Hindus, an interpofition of Providence to 
prcferve a devout perfon and his family (for all 
the Pandits agree, that his wife, though not 
named, mufl: be undcrftood to have been faved 
with him) from an inundation, by which all thc5 
wicked were deftroyed ; next, the power of the 
deity defcends in the form of a Boary the fymbol 
of ftrength, to draw up and fupport on his tufks 
the whole earth, which had been funk beneath 
the ocean; thirdly, the fame power is rcpre- 
fented as a tortoife fuftaining the globe, which 
had been convulfed by the violent aflaults of de- 
mons, while flie Gods churned the fea with the 
mountsuo Mandar^ and forced it to difgorge the 
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iacred things and animals, together with the 
wat?r of life, which it had fwallowed : thefe 
three ftories relate, I think, to the fame events 
fhadowed by a moral, a metaphyfical, and an 
aftronomical, allegory ; and all three fcem con- 
neded with the hieroglyphical fculptures of the 
pld Egyptians, The fourth Avatar was a lion 
ifTuing from a burfting column of marble to de? 
vour a blafpheming monarch, who would, other* 
wife have flaiij his religious fon ; and of the re- 
msdning fix, not one has the leaft relation to a 
deluge : the three, which are afcribed to the Tre^ 
t^gy when tyranny and irreligion are faid to 
have been introduced, were ordained for the 
pverthrow of Tyrants, or, their natural types, 
plants with a thoufand arms formed for the moft 
cxtenfive oppreffion; and, in the Dxvdparyiig, 
the incarnation of Crishna was partly for a 
fimilar purpofe, and partly with a vi^w to thia 
the world of unjuft and impious m^n, who had 
multiplied in that age, and began to fwarm on 
the approach of the Caliyug, or the age of cour 
tention and bafenefs. As to Buddha, he feemi 
to have been a reformer of the doftrine^ con- 
tained in the Vedas ; and, thoqgh his good na-^ 
ture led him to cenfure thofe ancient books, beV 
caufe they enjoined facrifices of cattle, yet he i^. 
admitted as the ninth Avatar even by the Brdh^ 
tnans of Cast, and his praifes are fung by th? 
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poet JayadeVa : his charadter is in many re- 
fpe£ts very extraordinary ; but, as an account of 
it belongs rather to Hiftory than to Mythology^ 
it is referved for anqther diflertation. The tenth 
Avatdr, we are told, is yet to come, and is ex-^ 
peded to appear mounted (like the crowned 
conqueror in the Apocalyps) on a white horfe, 
with a cimeter blazing like a comet to mow 
down all incorrigible and impenitent offenders, 
who fhall then be on earth. 

Thefe four Tugs have fo apparent an affinity 
with the Grecian and Roman ages, that one 
origin may be naturally afligned to both fyftems : 
the firft in both is diftinguiflied as abound*- 
ing in gold, though Satya mean truth amd probity^ 
which were found, if ever, in the times imme- 
diately following fo tremendous an exertion of 
the divine power as the deftrudtion of mankind 
by a general deluge ; the next is charadierized 
hjjilver, and the third, by copper ; though their 
ufual names allude to proportions imagined in 
each • between vice and virtue : the prefent, or 
earthen^ age feems more properly difcriminated 
than by iron^ as in ancient Europe ; fmce that 
metal is not bafer or lefs ufeful, though more 
common in our times and confequently lefs 
precious, than copper ; while mere earth con- 
veys an idea of the lowed degradation. We 
piay here obferve, that the true Hiftory of the 
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World fecms obvioufly divifible into ^wr ages 
or periods ; which may be called, firft, the 
Diluvian^ or pureft age; namely, the times 
preceding the deluge, and thofe fucceeding it 
till the mad introdudtion of idolatry at Babel % 
next, the Patriarchal, or pure, age j in which, 
indeed, there were mighty hunters of beafts and 
rf men, from the rife of patriarchs in the family 
of Sem to the fimultaneous eftablifhment of 
great Empires by the defcendants of his brother 
Ha'm j thirdly, the Mofaick^ or lefs pure, age ; 
from the legation of Moses, and during the time^ 
when his ordinances were comparatively welU 
obfervedand uncorrupted; \z&\y^t\it Prophetical^ 
or impure^ age, beginning with the vehement 
warnings given by the Prophets to apoftate 
Kings and degenerate nations, but flill fubfiiling 
and to fubfift, until all genuine prophecies fliall 
be fully accomplifhed. The duration of the 
Hiftorical ages muft needs be very unequal and 
difproportionate ; while that of the Indian Tugs 
is difpofed fo regularly and artificially, that it 
cannot be admitted as natural or probable : men 
do not become reprobate in a geometrical pro- 
greflion or at the termination of regular periods j 
yet fo well-proportioned are the Tugs^ that even 
the length of human life is diminiflied, as they 
advance, from an hundred thoufand years in a 
fubdecuple ratio j and^ as the number of principal 
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Avatirs in each dccreafcs arithmetically from 
four, fo the number of years in each decreafes 
geometrically, and all together conilitute the 
extravagant fum of four million three hundred 
and twenty thoufand years, which aggregate, 
multiplied by feventy-one, is the period, ia 
which every Menu is believed to prefide over 
the world. Such a period, one might conceive^ 
would have fatisfied Arghytas, the meafurer 
of fea and earth and the mmberer oj their fands^ 
or Archimedes, who invented a notation, that 
was capable of exprefling the number of them } 
but the comprehenfive mind of an Indian Chn>« 
nologift has no limits ; and the reigns of £3urteen 
Menus are only a fingle day of Brahma', fifty 
of which days have elapfed, according to the^ ' '^. 
Hindus^ from the time of the Creation : that ajl 
this puerility, as it feems at firft view, may be 
only in aftronomical riddle, and allude to the 
apparent revolution of the fixed ftars, of which 
the Brdbmans made a myftery, I readily admit, 
and am even inclined to believe 5 but fo technical 
an arrangement excludes all idea of feriou^ 
Hiftory. I am fenfible, how much thefe remarks 
will offend the warm advocates for Indian an- 
tiquity; but we muft not facrifice truth to a 
l^fe fear of giving offence : that the Fedas were ^ 
gi£tually written before the flood, I {half never 
believe ; aor can we infer from the preceding 
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ftory, that the learned Hindus believe it ; for the 
allegorical flumber of Brahma' and the theft of 
the facrcd books mean only, in fimpler language^ 
that the human race was become corrupt ; but that 
the Vedas are very ancient, and far older than 
other Sanfcrii compofitions, I will venture to 
ailert from my own examination of them, and 
a comparifon of their ftyle with that of the 
Purdns and the Dherma Sajlra. A fimilar com- 
parifon juftifies me in pronouncing, that the 
excellent law-book afcribed to Swa'yambhuva 
Menu, though not even pretended to have 
been written by him, is more ancient than the 
Bha'gavat ; but that it was compofed in the 
firft age of the world, the Brdhmans would find 
it hard to perfuade me ; and the date, which 
has been affigned to it, does not appear, in 
either of the two copies, which I poffefs, or in 
any other, that has been collated for me : in 
fafl: the fuppofed date is comprized in a verfe, 
which flatly contradifts the work itfelf ; for it 
was not Menu who compofed the fyftem of 
law, by the command of his father Brahma', 
but a holy perfonage or demigod, named Bhri- 
GU, who revealed to men what Menu had 
delivered at the requeft of him and other faints 
or patriarchs. In the Manava Sdjlra, to con- 
clude this digreffion, the meafure is fo uniform 
and melodious, and the ftyle fo perfectly Sanfcrit^ 
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<stpoliJhed^ that the. book' muft be more modera 

than V the fcriptures of Moses, in which the 

ifimplicity, or rkher.nakednefs, of the Hebrew 

.^iakft, metre, arid'ftyle, muft convince every 

iinbiaffed man. of their fuperior antiquity. 

: I leave etymologifts, .who decide every thing, 

to decide whether the Wotd Menu, or, in the 

nominative cafe,, -Me nits, has any connexion 

'with Minos, the "Lawgiver, add fupp6fed fon 

-of Jo vE :o the :0(^;i^, according to l)ibl>oRUi5 

:ci Sicily; tifed to feigri, that moft of th^ great 

'rheri, who had beeft^^ deified, in return for the 

4)fenefits which they'ttad coi'ferried'on naianfcind, 

v^ere born in their, ifland; and* hence a idoul* 

may be raifed,- whether Mimos was really a 

'Cretan. The hfdiati legiilator, was the fifft, 

not the feventh. Menu, or SatyavrAta, 

whom I fuppofe to be the Saturn of Italy: 

part of Sat URN *s character, indeed, was that 

of a great lawgiver, 

Qui genus indocile ac difperfum montibus altis 
Compofuit, lege/que dedity 

and, we may fufpecl, that all the fourteen Me- 
nus are reducible to one, who was called Nuh 
by the Arabs ^ and probably by the Hebrews^ 
though we have difguifed his name by an im- 
proper pronunciation of it. Some near relation 
between the feventh Menu and the Greciwi 
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M1NO8 may be inferred from the fiil^l^ elia«* 
rafter 6f the Hindu God, Yam4» who w^ 
alfo a child of the Sun, and thence named 
Vaivaswata : he had too the iame title with 
his brother, Sra'DdhadeVa: another of his 
titles wa^ DHfiRMAKAjAf or King of Ju/tice; 
and athird,PiTiti!»BTi, or Lord qftbe Patriarchs; 
but he is chiefly diftinguiihed 2^ judge of departed 
fouls ; for the Hindus believe, that, when a foul 
leaves its body> it immediately repairs to Tamc^ 
pur, or the city of Yam a, where it receives a 
juil fentence from him, and either afcends to 
SwergOj or the firfl heaven, or is driven down 
to Narac, the region of ferpents, or aflumes on 
earth the form of fome animal, unlefs its offence 
had been fuch, that it ought to be condemned 
to a vegetable, or even to a mineral, prifon. 
Another of hrs names is very remarkable: I 
mean that of Gal a, or time, the idea of which 
is intimately blended with the chara^ers of Sa- 
TURN and of Noah; for the name Cronos 
has a manifeft affinity with the word cbronos, 
and a learned follower of Zera'tusht aflures 
me, that, in the books which the Bebdins hold 
facred, mention is made of an univerfal inunda^ 
tioHj there named the deluge of Time. 

It having been occafionally obferved, that 
Ceres was the poetical daughter of Saturn, 
w« canpot clofe this head without adding, that 
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tlie Hindus alfo have their Goddefs of Abundance^ 
whom they ufually call Lacshmi', and whom 
they cpnfider as the daughter (not of Menu^ 
but) of BHltiGU, by whom the firft Code of 
facred ordinances was promulgated : fhe is alfo 
named Pedma' and Camala from the facreij 
Lotos or Nymphcea ; but her moft remarkable 
name is Sri', or, in the firft cafe, Sri's, which 
has a refemUance to the Latin y and means ^r- 
tune or profperity. It may be contended, that, 
although Lacshmi' may be figuratively called 
the Ceres of Hindujimi^ yet any two or more 
idolatrous nations, who fi^bfift^d by agriculture, 
might naturally conceive a Deity to prefid^ 
over their labours, without having the leaft in- 
tercourfe with each other; but no reafon ap- 
pears, why two nations Ihould concur in fup- 
pofing that Deity to be a female : one at leaft 
of them would be more likely to imagine, that 
the Earth was a Goddefs, and that the God of 
abundance rendered her fertile. Befides, in 
very ancient temples near Gayd, we fee images 
of Lacshmi', with full breafts and a cord twift- 
ed under her arm like a horn of plenty^ which 
look very much like the old Grecian and Roman 
figures of Ceres. 

The fable of Saturn having been thus ana- 
lyfed, let us proceed to his defcendents; and 
begin, as the Poet advifes, with Jupiter, whofe 
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fupremacy, thunder, and libertinifm every boy 
learns from Ovidj while his great offices of 
Creator, Preferver, and Deftroyer, are not ge- 
nerally confidered in the fyftems of European 
mythology. The Romans had, as we have be- 
fore obferved, many Jupiters, one of whom 
was only the Firmament perfonified, as Ennii/s 
(jlearly exprefles it : 

Afpice hoc fublime candens, quem invocant omnes Jovem. 

This Jupiter or Diespiter is the IndianGod 
of the vifible heavens, called Indra, or* the 
Kingj and Divespetir, or Lord of the Sky^ 
who has alfo the character of the Roman Ge^ 
Nius, or Chief of the good fpirits ; but moft 
of his epithets in Sanfcrit are the fame with 
thofe of the Ennian Jove. His confort is nam- 
ed Sac hi' J his celeftial city, Jmardvatl; his 
palace^ Vaijayanta; his garden, Nandana\ his 
chief elephant, Airdvat; his charioteer. Ma-. 
tali; and his weapon, Fajra^ or the thunder- 
bolt : he is the regent of winds and fhowers, 
and, though the Eaft is peculiarly under his care, 
yet his Olympus is Meru, or the north pole alle-r 
gorically repfefented as a mountain of gold and 
gems. With all his power he is confidered as 
a fubordinate Deity, and far inferior to the 
Indian Triad, Brahma', Vishnu, and Ma- 
HA'DEVA or Siva, who are thKQ forms of one 
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and the fame Godhead : thus the principal di- 
vinity of the Greeks and Latins^ whom they 
called Zeus and Jupiter^ with irregular in- 
flexions Dios and Jovis, was not merely FuU 
minator, the Thunderer, but, like the deftroying 
power of India, Magnus Divus, Ultor, 
Genitor ; like the preferring power. Con- 
servator, SoTER, Opitulus, Altor, Ru- 
MiNUS, and, like the creating power, the Giver 
of Life ; an attribute, which I mention here on 
the authority of Cornutus, a confiimmate 
mafter of mythological learning. We are adviied 
by Plato himfelf to fearch for the roots of 
Greek words in fome barbarous, that is, foreign, 
foil ; but, fince I look upon etymological con- 
jectures as a weak bafis for hiftorical inquiries, 
I hardly dare fuggeft, that Zev, Siv, and Jov, 
are the fame fyllable differently pronounced : it 
muft, however be admitted, that the Greeks 
having no palatial y?g*ma, like that of the Indians^ 
might have exprefled it by their zeta, and that 
the initial letters of zugon znAjuguin are (as the 
inftance proves) eafily interchangeable. 

Let us now defcend, from thefe general and 
introdudory remarks, to fome particular obferv- 
ations on the refemblance of Zeus or Jupiter 
to the triple divinity Vishnu, Siva, Brahma'; 
for that is the order, in which they are exprefled 
by the letters A, U, and M, which coalefqe and 
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form the myftical word O'M ; a word, whicli 
never efcapfes the lips of a pious Hindu, who me- 
ditates on it in filence : whether the Egyptian ON, 
which is commonly fuppofed to mean the Sun, 
be the Sanfcrit monofyllable, I leave others to 
determine. It muft always be remembered, that 
the learned Indians, as they are inftruded by 
their own books, in truth acknowledge only 
One Supreme Being, whom they call Brahme, 
or THE GREAT ONE in the neuter gender: they 
believe his Eflence to be infinitely removed from 
the comprehenfion of any mind but his own ; 
and they fuppofe him to manifeft his power by 
the operation of his divine fpirit, whom they 
name Vishnu, the Fervader, and Narayan, 
or Moving on the waters, both in the mafculine 
gender, whence he is often denominated the 
Firji Male; and by this power they believe, that 
the whole order of nature is preferved and fup- 
ported ; but the Veddntis, unable to form a dif- 
tinft idea of brute matter independent of mind, 
Cr to conceive that the work of Supreme Good- 
nefs was left a moment to itfelf, imagine that 
the Deity is ever prefent to his work, and con- 
^Jftantly (upports a feries of perceptions, which, 
in one fenfe, they .call illujoryy though they can- 
rtOt but admit the reality of all created forms, as 
far as the happinefs of creatures can be affefted 
by them. When they confider the divine power 
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^xerted in creating^ or in giving exiftence to that 
which exifted not before, they call the deity 
Br AM a' in the mafculine gender alfo j and, when 
they view him in the light of Dejiroyer^ or rather 
Changer af forms, they give him a thoufand 
names, of which Siva, isa, or i'swara, Ru- 
DRA, Hara, Sambhu, an4 Maha'deva or 
Mahe'sa, 2St the moft common. The firft 
operations of thefe three Powers are varioufly 
defcribed in the different Purana*s by a number 
of allegories, and from them we may deduce the 
Ionian Philofophy of primeval water, the doctrine 
of the Mundane Egg, and the veneration paid 
to the Nymphoea^ or Lotos, which was anciently 
revered in Egypt, as it is at prefent in Hindujidn, 
Tibet^ and Nepal : the Tibetians are faid to em- 
bellifh their temples and altars with it, and a na- 
tive of Nepal made proftrations' before it on en- 
tering my ftudy, where the fine plant and beau- 
tiful flowers lay for examination.. Mr. Holwel., 
in explaining his firft plate, fuppofes Brahma' 
to be floating on a leaf of betel in the midft of 
the abyfs j but it was manifeftly intended by a 
bad painter for a lotos-leaf, or for that of the In- 
dimi fig-tree ; nor is the fpecies of pepper, known 
in Bengal by the name of Td^nbula, and on the 
Coaft of Malabar by that c^i betel, held facred, as 
he aflferts, by the Hindus^ or neceflarily cultivated 
vnder the infpedtion of Brdbmans; though, as 
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the vines are tender, all the plantations of them 
are carefully fecured, atid ought to be cultivated 
by a particular tribe of Sudras^ who are ^thence 
called Tdmhiili^s. ^ ^ 

That water was the primitive element and 
firft work of the Creative Power, is the uniform 
opinion of the Indian Philofophers ; but, as they 
give fo particular an account of the general de^ 
luge and of the Creation, it can never be admit- 
ted, that their whole fyftem arofe from traditions 
concerning the flood only, and muft appear in- 
dubitable, that their doftrine is in part borrowed 
from the opening of Birdsit or GeneJiSy than 
which a fublimer paflage, from the firft word to 
the hft, never flow^ed or will flow from any 
human pen : " In the beginning God created the 
** heavens and the earth. — And the earth was 
^^ void and wafte, and darknefs was on the face 
*^ of the deep, and the fpirit of God moved ufoji 
^' the face of the waters ; and God faid: Let 
^* Light 6^^— and Light was.'' The fublimity 
of this paflTage is confiderably dlminifhed by the 
Indian paraphrafe of it, with which Menu, the 
fon of Brahma', begins his addrefs to thefages, 
who confulted him on the formation of the uni- 
verfe : *' This world, fays he, was all darknefs, 
^* undifcernible, undiftinguifhable, altogether as" 
^' in a profound fleep ; till the felf-exiftent in- 
i' vifible God, making it manifeft with five ele-a 
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** merits and other glorious forms, perfedly dif- 
** pelled the gloom. He, defiring to raife up 
^* various creatures by an emanation from his 
" own glory, firft created the waters, and im- 
** prefled them with a power of motion : by that 
'* power was produced a golden Egg, blazing 
'* like a thoufand funs, in which was born 
^* Brahma', felf-exifting, the great parent of all 
** rational beings. The waters are called ndra, 
*' lince they are the offspring of Nera (or I's- 
** WARA ; and thence was Na'ra'yana named, 
** becaufe his firft ayana, or moving^ was on 
** them. 

" That WHICH is, the invifible caufe, eter- 
** nal, felf-exifting, but unperceived, becoming 
** mafculine from fteuter, is celebrated among all 
" creatures by the name of Brahma'. That 
^' God, having dwelled in the Egg, through re- 
** volving years, Himfelf meditating on Himfelf, 
" divided it into two equal parts ; and from 
^ thofe halves formed the heavens and the earthy 
** placing in the midft the fubtil ether, the eight 
^ points of the world, and the permanent recep- 
^ tacle of waters.'' 

To this curious defcription, with which the^ 
Mdnava Sdjlra begins, I cannot refrain from 
ilibjoining the four verfes, which are the text of 
the Bbdgavat^ and are believed to have b^en pro- 
oounced by the Supreme Being to Brahma ; 
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the following verfion is moll fcrupuloufly U-» 
teral*, 

*' Even I was even at firft, not any other 
" thing i that, which exifts, unperceived j fu- 
"preme: afterwards I am that which isj 
" and he, who muft remain, am I. 

" Except the First Cause, whatever may 
" appear, and may not appear, in the mind, 
** know that to be the mind's M a^ya' (or Delu^ 
^^Jion), as light, as darknefs, 

" As the great elements are in various beings, 
** entering, yet not entering (that is, pervading, 
" not deftroying), thus am I in them, yet not 
" in them. 

•* ^ven thus far may inquiry be made by him, 
" who feeks to know the principle of mind, in 
^* union and feparation, which muft be Every 

" WHERE always." 

Wild and obfcure as thefe ancient verfes muft 
appear in a naked verbal tranflation, it will per- 
haps be thought by many, that the poetry or 
mythology of Greece or Italy afford no con- 
ceptions morq awfully magnificent : yet the bre- 
vity and fimplicity of the Mofaick didion are 
unequalled. 

As to the creation of the world, in the opinion 
of the Romans^ Ovid, who might naturally have 
teen expeded to defcribe it with learning and 
♦ See the Original, p/^94. Plate IV. 
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elegance, leaves us wholly in the dark, which of 
the Gods was the aSior in it: other Mytholpgifts 
^e more explicit ; and we may rely on the au-w 
thority of Cor nut us, that the old European 
heathens confidered Jove (not the fon of Sa- 
turn, but of the Ether^ that is of an unknowa 
parent) as the great Life-giver^ and Father of 
Gods and men ; to which may be added the Or^ 
phean do£trine, preferved by Proclus, that 
** the abyfs and empyreum, the earth and fea» 
*^ the Gods and Goddefles, were produced by 
^* Zeus or Jupitsr/' In this charadier he cor- 
rcfponds with Brahma'; and, perhaps, with 
that God of the Babylonians (if we can rely on 
the >accounts of their ancient religion), who, like 
Bjiah3>ia', nduced the univerfe to order, and, 
like Brahm/, lojl his head, with the blood of 
which new mimals were inflantly formed: I 
allude to the common ftory^ the meaning of 
which I canr.ot difcover, that Brahma' had 
five heads till^one of them was cut off by ^NA- 
B,AYA'N. \ 

That, in another capacity, Jove was the 
Helper 2Mdi Sitfporter of all, we may colledl from 
his old Latin fcpithets, and from Cicero, who 
informs us, tl^t his ufual name is a contraction 
of Juvans Pa^-, an etymology, which fhows 
the idea entert[ined of his charader, though we 
may have fomj doubt of its accuracy. Calli- 
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MAC H US, we know, addrefles him as the be^ 
Jtower qfallgoodi and of fecurity from grief *, and, 
^ Jince neither wealth without virtue,' nor virtue 
without wealth, give complete happinefs^ he prays, 
like a wife poet, for both. An Indian prayer 
for riches would be diredled to LACsniyii', the 
wife of Vishnu, fince the Hindu Goddeffes are 
believed to be the powers of their refpedlive 
lords : as to Cuve'ra, the Indian Plutus, one 
of whofe names is Paulajiya^ he is revered, in- 
deed, as a magnificent Deity, refiding in the 
palace of Alacd^ or borne through the Iky in a 
Ijplendid car named Pufhpaca^ biit is manifeftly 
fubordinate, like the other feven Genii, to the 
three principal Gods, or rather to :he principal 
God confidered in three capacities. As the foul 
of the world, or the pervading mvid, fo finely 
defcribed by Virgil, we fee Jovi: reprefented 
by feveral Roman poets; and wife great fub- 
Jimity by Luc an in the known fp^ech of Cato 
concerning the Ammonian oracle, " Jupiter is, 
♦^ wherever we look, wherever we move/' This 
is precifely the Indian idea of ViaiNU, accord- 
ing to the four verfes above exhilited, not that 
the Brdhmans imagine their maie Divinity to 
be the divine Ejfence of the grat one, which 
they declare to be wholly inconprehenfible j 
but, fince the power of prefervingcredited things . 
by a fuperirUending providence, belongs eini^ 
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nently to the Godhead, they hold that power to 
exift tranfcendently in the preferving member 
of the Triad, whom they fuppofe to be every 
Where always, not in fubftance, but in fpirit 
and energy : here, however, I fpeak of the Vaijb^ 
navas; for the Saivas afcribe a fort of pre- 
eminencfe to Siva, whole attributes are now to 
be concifely examined. 

It was in the capacity of Avenger and De- 
ftroyer, that Jove encountered and overthrew 
the Titans and Giants, whom Typhon, Bria- 
REUS, TiTius, and the reft of their fraternity, 
led againft the God of Olympus ; to whom an 
Eagle brought lightning and thunderbolts during 
the warfare : thus, in a limilar conteft between 
Siva and the Daityas, or children of Diti, 
who frequently rebelled againft heaven, Brah- 
ma is believed to have prefented the God of 
Deftrudtion with Jieiy Jbafts. One of the many 
poems, entitled Rdmdyanj.ihe laft book of which 
has been tranflated into Italian, contains an extra- 
ordinary dialogue between the crow Bhti/bunda^ 
and a rational Eagle, named Garuda, who is 
often painted with the face of a beautiful youth, 
and the body of an imaginary bird; and one of 
' the eighteen Furinas bears his name and com- 
prizes his whole hiftory. M. Sonnerat in- 
forms us, that Vishnu is reprefented in fome 
places riding on the Garuda, which he fup« 
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pofes to be the Tondicheri Eagle of Brisson^ 
cfpecially as the Brdbmans of the Coaft highly 
venerate that clafs of birds, and provide food 
for numbers of them at.ftated hours: I rather 
conceive the Gariida to be a fabulous bird, but 
agree with hint, that the Hindu God, who rides 
on it, refembles the ancient Jupiter- In the 
old temples at Gaya^ Vishnu is either mounted 
on thi? poetical bird or attended by it together 
with a little page ; but, left an etymologift 
ihould find Ganymed in Garud, I muft 
obferve that the Sanfcrit word is pronounced 
Ganira; though I admit, that the Grecian and 
Indian ftories of the celeftial bird and the page 
appear to have fome refemblance. As the Olym^ 
pian Jupiter fixed his Court and held his 
Councils on a lofty and brilliant mountain, fp 
the appropriated feat of Maha'de'va, whom 
the Saiva^s confider as the Chief of the Deities, 
was mount Cailafa^ every fplinter of whofe 
rocks was an ineftimable gem : his terreftrial 
haunts are the fnowy hills of Himalaya^ or that 
branch of them to the Eaft of the Brahmaputra, 
which has the name of Cbandrajic' bara, or the 
Mountain of tbe Moon. When, after all thefe 
circumftances, we learn that Siva is believed . 
to have tbree eyes, whence he is named alfo 
Trilo'chan, and know from Pausanias, 
not only that Triopbtbalmos was an epithet of 
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Zeus, but that a ftatue o{ him. had been found, 
fo early as the taking of Troy^ with a third eye 
in bis forehead^ as we fee him reprefented by 
t;he Hindus^ we rhuft conclude, that the identity 
of the two Gods falls little fhort of being de- 
monftrated. 

In the charafter of Deftrxyyer alfo we may 
look upon this Indian Deity as correfponding 
with the Stygia7i Jove, or Pluto; efpecially 
fince Ca'li', or Time in the feminine gender, is 
a name of his confort, who will appear hereafter 
to be Proserpine : indeed, if wc can rely on 
a Perfian tranflation of the Bbdgavat (for the 
original is not yet in my pofTeffion), the fo- 
vereign of Patdla, or the Infernal Regions, is 
the King of Serpents, named Se'shanaga ; for 
Crishna is there faid to have defcended with 
his favourite Arjun to the feat of that formi- 
dable divinity, from whom he inftantly obtained 
the favour, which he requefted, that the fouls of 
a Brahman s fix fons, who had been flain in 
battle^ mighft reanimate their refpedive bodies ; 
and Seshana'ga is thus defcribed: " He had 
*' a gorgeous appearance, with a thorrfand heads, 
*• and, on each of them, a crown fet with re- 
** fplendent gems, one of which was larger and 
** brighter than the reft ; his eyes gleamed like 
'* flaming torches ; but his neck> his tongues, 
"and his body were black; the fkirts of his 
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* habiliment were yellow, and a fparkling jewel 
** hung in every one of his ears; his arms were 
** extended, and adorned with rich bracelets, 
** and his hands bore the holy (hell, the radiated 
*' weapon, the mace for war, and the lotos.'* 
Thus Pluto was often exhibited in painting 
and fculpture with a diadem and fceptre ; but 
himfelf and his equipage were of the blackeft- 
ihade. 

There is yet another attribute of Maha'- 
de'va, by which he is too vifibly diftinguifhed 
in the drawings and temples of Bengal. To 
deftroy, according to the VMdnti^s of IndiUj the 
Sufi^s of Perjia, and many Philofophers of bur 
European fchools, is only to generate and r^- 
produce in another form : hence the God of 
Dejirudlion is holden in this country to prefide 
over Generation ; as a fymbol of which he rides 
On a white hull. Can we doubt, that the loves 
and feats of Jupiter Gexitor (not forgetting 
the zvhite hull of Europa) and his extraordinary 
title of Lapis, for which no fatisfadtory reafon 
is commonly given, have a connexion with the 
Indian Philofophy and Mythology? As to the 
deity of Lampfacus, he was originally a mere 
fcare-crow, and ought not to have a place in 
any mythological fyftem ; and, in regard to 
Bacchus, the God of Vintage (between whofe 
aQ;s and thpfe of Jupiteb we find, as Bacon 
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bbferves, a wonderful affinity), his Itbypballick 
images, meafures, and ceremonies alluded pro^ 
bably to the fuppofed relation of Love and 
Wine ; unlefs we believe them to have belonged 
originally to Siva, one of whofe names is 
Vdgis or Ba'gi's, and to have been afterwards 
improperly applied. Though,, in an Eflay on the 
Gods oflndiuy where the Brdbinans are pofltively 
forbidden to tafte fermented liquors, we can 
have little to do with Bacchus, as God of 
Wine, who was probably no more than the ima- 
ginary Prefident over the vintage in Italy, Greece^ 
and the lower ^Jia, yet we muft not omit Su-. 
ra'de'vi the Goddefs of Wine, who arofe, fay 
the Hindus, from the ocean, when it was churn- 
ed with the mountain Mandar: and this fable 
feems to indicate, that the Indians came from a 
country, in which wine was anciently made and 
confidered as a bleffing ; though the dangerous 
qfFed:s of intemperance induced their early le- 
giflators to prohibit the ufe of all fpirituous 
liquors ; and it were much to be wiftied, that io^ 
wife a law had never been violated. 

Here may be introduced the Jupiter Mz- 
rinuSy or Neptune, of the Romans, jais refem- 
bling Maha'de'va in his generative charader*; 
efpecially as the Hindu God is the hulband of 
Bhava'ni, whofe relation to the xvaters is evi- 
dently marked by her image being reftored t(| 
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them at the conclufion of her great feftival called 
Durgotfava : fhe is known alfo to have attributes 
cxa<aiy -fimilar to thofe of VjeNUs Marina^ 
whofe birth from the fea-foam and fplendid rife 
from the Conch, in which fhe had beeri cradled, 
have afforded fo many charming fubjeds to 
ancient and modem artifts j and it is very re- 
markable, that the Rembha' of Indra's court, 
who feems to correfpond with the popular 
Venus, or Goddefs of Beauty, was produced, 
according to the Indian Fabulifts, from the froth 
of the churned ocean. The identity of the 
tris'ula and the trident^ the weapon of Siva and 
©f Neptune, feems to eftablilh this analogy i 
and the veneration paid all over India to the 
large buccinum, efpecially when it ean be found 
with the fpiral line and mouth turned from left 
to right, brings inftantly to our mind the mufick 
pf Triton. The Genius of Water is Va- 
iiUNA ; but he, like the reft, is far inferior to 
MaheVa, and even to Indra, who is the 
Prince of the beneficent genii. 

This way of confidering the Gods as indi- 
vidual fubftances, but as diftin<5l perfons in dif- 
tin£t characters, is common to the European and 
tndian fyftems ; as well as the cuftom of giving 
the higheft of them the greateft numbet of 
pames: hence, not to repeat what has been faid 
•f Jupiter, came the triple capacity of Diana^ 
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^nd hence her petition in Callimachus, that 
{he mighthc poilyonymaus or manyrtitled. Thecon-f 
fort of Siva is more eminently marked by thcfe 
dxftin<aiQns than thofe of Brahma^ or Vish- 
nu ; Iherefemblea the l%is Myrionytnas, to vrhom 
5m ancient marble, defer ibed by Gruter, is de* 
dicated ; but her leading names and chara<9:ers 
fire Pa'rvatI, Durga, Bhava'ni. 
• As the Mmntainrborn Goddefs, or Pa'rvati^ 
ihe has many properties of the Olympian Juno-: 
Jier majeftick deportment, high fpirit, and ge^ 
peral attributes are the fame ; and we find her 
both on Mpujit Caildfai and at the banquets of 
thie Deities, uniformly the companion of her 
hufband, Qne circumftance in the parallel is 
extremely fingular : ftie is ufually attended by 
her fon CABXicji'YA, who rides on a, peacock; 
and, in fpn^e drawings, bis own robe feems to 
be fpangled with eyes ; to which muft be added 
that, in fome of her temples, a peacock, without 
isi rider,, ftands near her image. Though Ca'ri? 
tice'ya, with his fix faces and numei?ou8 eyes, 
bears (cimfi refembjance to Argus, whom Juno 
employe^ as her principal wardour, yet, as he is 
^ Deity of the fecond clafs, and the Commander 
of celeftial Armies, he feems clearly to be the 
Orus of Egypt and the Mars of Italy: his 
name Sc anda, by which he is celebrated in one 
pf the Ptfr4m&t ba3 a connexion^j I am per|fuaded| 
VOL. I. c c 
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trith the old Secakder of Petfia^ whom the 
poets ridiculoufly confound with the Mace-^ 
daman. . 

The attributes of Durga', or Difficult of ac^ 
sefs^ are idfo confpieuouB in the feftival above& 
mentioned, which is called by her name, and in 
this charadler {he refembles Minerva, not the 
peaceful inrentrcfs of the fine and ufeful arts, 
but Pallas, armed with a helmet and fpear: 
both reprefent heroick Virtue^ or Valour united 
3i¥kh Wii^iom ; both flew Demons and Giants 
with theur own hands, and both proteded the 
wife and virtuous, who paid them due adoration. 
As Pallas, they fay, takes her name from v/- 
brating a lance, and ufually appears in complete 
irmour, thus Cur is, the old Ldtian word for a 
fpear, was one of Juno's titles; and fo, if Gi- 
RALDUS .be corred, was {Ioplosmi a, which at 
£/a, it feems, meant a female drefled in panoply 
cr cbm^plete accoutrements. The unarmed Mi- 
.NERVA of the Romans apparently correfponds, 
^s paUroaefs of Science and Genius, with Seres- 
wati, the wife of Brahma', and the emblem 
of his principal Creative Power: both goddefTes 
have given their names to celebrated grammatical 
works; but the S^arefwata of Saru'pa'oha'- 
KVA is far more concife as well as more ufeful 
and agreeable than the Minerva of Sancitivs. 
,The -MiNE*V4. f>f Italy invented the flute^ and 
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Serbs WATi prefides over melody: the prote£t- 
refc 6f Athens was even, on the fame account, 
furnamed Music e'. 

Many learned Mythologifts, with Giraldus 
at their head, confider the peaceful MinerVa as 
the Isis of Egypt ; from whofe temple at Sais a 
wonderful infcription is quoted by Plutarch, 
which has a refemblance to the four Sanfcritvcrks 
above exhibited as the text of the Bbagavat: 
** I am all> that hath been, and is, and fhall be ; 
** and my veil no mortal hath ever removed." 
For my part I have no doubt, that the Iswara 
and isi of the Hindus are the Osiris and Isis of 
the Egyptians; though a diftin£t eflay in the man- 
ner of Plutarch would be requifite in order to 
demonftrate their identity: they mean, I con- 
ceive, the Powers of Nature confidered as Male 
and Female; and Isis, like the other gdddeffeSj 
reprefents the afl:ive power of her lord, whofe 
eight forms, under which he becomes vifible to 
inan, were thus enumerated by Ca'lida's a near 
two thoufand years ago : " fFater was the firft 
** work of the Creator; and Fire receives the 
" oblation of clarified butter, as the law ordains ; 
** the Sacrifice is performed with folemnity ; the 
^' two Lights of heaven diftinguifh time -, the 
** fubtil Ether^ which is the vehicle of found, 
*^ pervades the univerfe; the Earth is the na- 
^ tural parent of all increafc j and by Jir all 
c c 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



366 ON THE GODS OF GREECE, 

*^ things breathing are animated : may isA, th© 
^^ power propitioufly apparent in thefe eight 
** forms, blefs and fuftain you!" The j^r^ ele- 
ments, therefore, as well as the Sun and Moon, 
are confidered as is a or the Ruler ^ from 
which word isi may be regularly formed, though 
is AN! be the ufual name of his aSlive Pozver^ 
adored as the Goddefs of Nature, I have not; 
yet found in Sanfcrit the wild, though poetical, 
tale of lo ; but am perfuaded, that, by means of 
the Purdnas, we fhall in time difcover all the 
learning of the Egyptians without decyphering 
their hieroglyphicks : the bull of iswara feems 
to be Apis, or Ap, as he is more correftly 
nartied in the true reading of a paffage in Jere- 
miah j and, if the veneration fliown both in 
Tibet and India to fo amiable and ufeful a qua^ 
druped as the Cow, together with the regmeratiwi 
of the Lama himfelf, have not fpme affinity 
with the religion of Egypt and the idolatry of 
Ifraelj we muft at Icaft allow thfit circumftances 
have wonderfully coincided. Bhava'nI now 
demands our attention ; and in this chara«3:er I 
fuppofe the wife of MahadeVa to be as well 
the Juno Cinxia or Lucina of the Ramans 
(called alfo by them Diana Solyixona^ and by 
xhtQreeks Ilithyia) as Venus herfelf ; not 
the Idalian queen of laughter and jollity, who, 
with her Nymphs and Graces, was the beautiful 
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cfiild of poetical imagination, and aiifwcrs to the 
Ifidian Rem fin a' with her celeftial train of Ap^ 
Jaras^ or damfeis of paradife; but Venus I/ra- 
Aia, fo luxuriantly painted by Lucretius, and 
io properly invoked by him at the opening of a . 
poem on nature; Venus, prfefiding over gene-^ 
ration, and, on that accoutit, exhibited fometimes 
6f both fexes (an union very common in the /«- 
dian fculptures), as in her bearded ftatue at Rome, 
if> the images pefhaps called Hermatbena, and in 
thofe figures of her, which had the form of a 
conical marble j ** for the reafon of which figure 
'* we are left, fays Tacitus, in the dark:" the 
reafon appears too clearly in the temples and 
paintings of Hindujian ; where it never feems to 
have entered the heads of the legiflators or people 
that any thing natural could be offenfively ob- 
scene; a fingularity, which peirsrades all their 
writings afid conVerfation> but is no proof of de- ' 
pravity in their morals. Both Plato iand Ci- 
cero fpeak of Eros, or the Heavenly Cupid/ 
as the fon of Venus and Jupiter; which 
proves, that thfe moilarch -of Olympiis and the 
Goddefs of Fecundity were connetfted as Ma- 
HA deVa and Bhava'ni : the God Ca'ma, 
indeed, had JS^a'ya' and Casyapa, or Uramis^ 
for his parents, at leaft according to the Mytho- 
logifts of Cajbmir; but, in moft refpeds, he feems 
the twin-brother of Cu pid with richer and more 
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Uvely appendages. One of his many epithets ia 
Dipacdj the Infianiir^ which is erroncoufly writ-* 
ten Dipuc i *nd I am now convinced, that the 
fort of refemblance, which has been obferved 
between his Latin and Sanfcrit names, is ac- 
tidental : in each nan\e the three firft letters are 
the root^ and between them there is no affinity.. 
Whether any Mythological connexion fubfifted 
between the amaracus^ with the fragrant leaves. 
Qf which Hymen bound his temples, and the 
Uilasi of India, muft be left undetermined : the. 
botanical relation of the two plants (if amaracus 
be properly tranflated marjoram) is extremely 
near. 

One pf the moft remarkable ceremonies, in 
the feftival of the Indian Goddefs, is that before- 
mentioned of cafting her imagp into the river : 
the Pandits, of whom I inquired concex;ning its 
origin and import; anfwered, '* that it was pre*. 
*' fcribed by the Veda, they knew not why ;'* 
but this cuftom has, I conceive, a relation to 
the dparine, that water is Siform of iswara, 
and confequently of is an i, who is even repre- 
fented by fome as die patronefs of that element^ 
to which her figure is reftored, . after having re- 
ceived all due honours on earti>^hich is con- 
fidered as another form of the God of Nature, 
though fubfequent, in the order of Creation, to 
thft primeval fluid. . There feems np decifive 
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proof of one original fyftem among idoUtrou^ 
nations in the worfhip of river-gods and river-* 
goddeffes, nor in the homage paid to tbeir 
ftreams, and the ideas of purification annexed 
to them ; fmce Greeks^ It^ilians, Egyptians, and 
Hindus might (without any communication with 
each other) have adored the feveral divinities of 
their great rivers, from which they derived plear- 
fure, health, and abundance: The notion of 
Doctor MusGRAVE, that large rivers were fup- 
pofed, from their ftrengthand rapic^ity, to be 
Gondudted by Gods, while rivulets only were 
proteded by female deities, is, like moft othet 
notions of Grammarians on the genders of 
nouns, overthrown by fads. Moft of the* great 
Indian riwers are feminine; and the three god- 
deffes of the waters, whom the Hindus chiefly: 
venerate, are Gang a', who fprang, like armed 
Pallas, from the head of the Indian Jove;> 
Yamuna^, daughter of the Sun, and Serbs- 
WATi : all three meet at Praydga, thence c^d^ 
Triveni, or the three plaited locks; but Sere s- 
WATi, according to the popular belief,, iiaksr 
under ground, and rifes at another Triveni near* 
Hiigliy where flie tejoins her beloved Ganga'^- 
The Brahmaputfa is, indeed, a male river; aad,r 
as his name fignifies the Son of BrahmaV I. 
thence took occailon tt> feign that he was mar- 
ried to Gang A, though I have not yet feen any^ 
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incntioil of him, as a God, in the Sanfciil 
books. 

Two inckrnatfe deities of the firft rank, Ra'» 
iiA and CRiSHNi^> muft now be introducfedj 
And their feveral attributes diftlndly explained. 
The firft of them, I believe^ was the Dion Yisos 
bf the Greeks, whom they named BroMius^ 
without knowihg why, dnd BIjgenesj v^heil 
they reprfefented hihi homed, as wdl as Lyaios 
and Eleutherios, the Deliverer, and Triam-i 
ios or DiTHYRAMBOSj the Triumphant : moft 
6f thofe titles were adopted by the Romans^ by 
whom he was called Bruma, Tauriformisj 
iiiBER, Triumphus; dnd both nations had 
Records or ti^aditionaly accounts of his giving 
Jaws to rtieii and deciding their isontefts, of his 
itaproVing navigation and commerce, andj what 
may appear yet more obfcrvable, of his con^ 
quering India and other colintrifes with an army 
of Satyrs^ tominanded by no lefs a perfonag^ 
than Pan J whom Litius Giraldus, on 
what authority I know not^ aflerts td have re-*- 
flded in Iberia^ *• when he had returned, fays 
^ the learned Mythoiogift, from the Indian war^ 
** in which he accompanied Bacchus.'' It 
were fuperflilous in a liifere effay^ to run any 
length in the parallel between thfe European 
God and the fovereign of Ayodbyd^ whom the 
Hindus believe to have been an appearance on 



Digitized by 



Google 



itALt, An6 I'NDiA; S7l 

feahh of the Prefervirig Power ; to have been a 
Conqueror of the higheft renown, and the De- 
liverer of ttatidhs from tyirahfs, as w6ll as of 
his cohfort Sita' flroiii the giant Ra vaNj king 
fef Lancd, and to have Commanded in chief a 
numerous 'aiid intteipid race of tho^e large Mon^ 
keySf Which our Aaturalifts, or fome of them, 
have denominated Indian Satyrs : his General^ 
the PriAce of Satyb, was nam^d Hanumat, 
fe* with high cheek bones ^ and, with workmen 
tof fuch agility> he foon raifed a bridge of rocks 
Over the fea, part of which, fay the Hindus, 
;Jret remains ; and it is, probably, the feries of 
rocks, to which the Mufelmans or the Portuguefe 
haye given tht foolilh name of Adam's (it 
fliould be called Rama's) bridge. Might not 
this army cf Satyrs have been only a race of 
mountaineers, whom Ra'm a, if fuch a monarch 
ever exifted, had civilized ? However that may 
be, the large breed of Indian Apes is at this 
moment held in high veneration by the Hin^ 
dus^ and fed with devotion by the Brdbmans^ 
who feem, in two or three places on the banks 
of the Ganges, to have a regular endowriient 
for the fupport of them : they live in tribes of 
three or four hundred, are wonderfully gentle 
(I fpeak as an eye-witnefs), and appear to have 
fome kind of order and fubordination in their 
little fylvan polity. We muft not omit^ that 
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the father of Hanumat was the God of Wind> 
named Pa van, one of the eight Genii; and^ 
4a Pan improved .the pipe by adding fix reeds, 
and ** played exquifitely on the cithern a few 
*.* moments after his birth,*' fo one of the four 
fyftems pf Indian mufick bears the name of 
HANtJi>iAT,orHANUMA'N in the nomiQative, as 
i^ts inventor, atjd is now in gp rteral eftimation. - 
The war of Lancd is dramatically reprefente^ 
%t the feftival of Ra'ma on^the ninth day of 
the new moon of Cbaitra ; ^nd the drama con- 
cludes (fays- HoL^V£L, who had often feen it)> 
with an.ejUjtibiiion of the fire-ordeal, by w^icl^ 
the vi<9ior's wif? Six a' gave jlroof of H^r con- 
nubial fidelity; '^ the dialogue; he adds,, is taken 
^ horn one of the Eighteen holy books,'* laean- 
tng, I fuppdfe, the Fi^ranas ; but the Hindus, 
have a great number of regular dramas at leaft; 
two thoufand years old, and among tihem .are. 
feveral very fiiie ones on the ftory of Ra'ma. 
The firfl: poet of the Hindus was the great 
Va'lmIc, and his Rdmdyan is an Epia Poem, 
on the fame fubje<3:> which, in unity of a4iion,. 
magnificence of imagery^ and elegance of ftyle, 
far furpiiiJes the learned and elaborate work of 
NoNN trSy entitled Dionyjiaca^ half of which, or 
twenty-four books, I perufed with great eager- 
nefs, when I was very young, and fliouid have 
travelled-^ the conclufion of it, if other pur- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ITALY, AND INDIA. $7^ 

fuits had not engaged me : I fhall never feav« 
leifure to compare the Dionyjiacks with the 
Ramdyan^ but am confident, that an Accurate 
eomparifon of the two poems would prov^ 
DiONYsos and Rama to have been the fame 
perfon; and I incline to think, that he was 
Ra'ma, the fon of Cush, who might havef 
eftablifhed the firft regular government in thi$ 
part of AJia. I had almoft forgotten, that 
Meros is faid by the Greeks to have been a^ 
mountain of India^ on which their Dioistysos 
was bom, and that Meruj, though it generally 
means the north pole in the Indian geography, 
is alfo a mountain near the city of Naijhada or 
Nyfa^ called by the Grecian geographers Divny^ 
Jbpolis^ and univerfally celebrated in the Sanfcrit 
poems; though. the birth place of Ra'ma i^ 
fuppofed to have been Ayodfjya or Audb^ That 
ancient city extended, if we believe the Brdb^ 
mans, over a line of ten Tojans^ or about forty 
miles, and the prefent city of Lacbnau^ pro- 
nounced LucnpWt was only a lodge for one of 
its gates, called Lacjbmanadwdra, or the gate of 
Lacshman, a brother of Rama: M.Sox- 
NERAT fuppofes Ayodbyd to have been Siam j 
a moft erroneous and unfounded fuppofition ! 
which would have been of little confequenice, 
if he had not grounded an argument on it, that 
Ra'ma was the fame perfon with Buddha, 
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who muft hstvc appeared many centunes aftef 
the coiiqueft of Lanca. 

The fecond gteat divinity, CrisUna^ paiTed 
a life, according to the Indians, of a moft ex-^ 
trordinary'and ineomprehenfible nature. He was 
. the fon of De'vaci by Vasud'eva; but his 
birth was concealed through fear of the tyrant 
Cans A, to whom it had been predidled, that 
k child born at that time iii that family would 
deftroy hims he wasfoftered, therefore, in Mat^-- 
burd by an honeft herdfman, furnamed Anan- 
BA, or Hdppy^ and his amiable wife Yaso'da'^ 
who, like another Pales, was conftantly oc- 
cupied in her paftures and her dairy. In their 
family were a multitude of young Gopas or Cow^ 
berdSj and beautiful Gopfs^ or milkmaids, who 
were his playfellows during his infancy ; and, in 
his early youth, he feleded nine damfels as his 
favourites, with whom he paiTed his gay hours 
in dancing, fporting, and playing on his flute* 
For the remarkable number of his Gopi's I have 
no authority but a whimlical pi6lure, where nine 
girls are grouped in the forift of an elephant, on 
which he fits and pipes ; and, unfortunately, the 
word nava fignifics both nine and new or young; 
fo that, in the following ftanza, it may admit of 
two interpretations : 

' taran'ijdpuline navahallavi 
perijaddfaha celicutuhaUt 
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drutavilamxvitacbdruvibdriTuzm 
herimabam bridayem fadd vabe. 

" I bear in my bofom continually that God* 
*' who, for fportive recreation with a train of 
'* nine (young) dairy- maids, dances gracefully, 
** now quick now flow, on the fands juft left 
*f by the Daughter of the Sun.'* 

Both he and the three Ra'mas are defcribed 
as youths of perfcdl beauty ; but the princeffes 
of Hindiijidny as well as the damfels of Nan-* 
DA*s farm, were -paflionately in love with 
Crishna, who continues to this hour the dar- 
ling God of the Indian women. The feiEt of 
Hindus^ who adore him with enthufiaftick, and 
almoft exclufive, devotion, have broached a 
doftrine, which they maintain with eagerncfs, 
and which feems general in thefe provinces ; 
that he was diftinft from all the Avatars, who 
had only an anja, or portion, of his divinity j 
while Crishna was the per/on of Vishnu 
himfelf in a human form : hence they confider 
the third Ra'm a, his elder brother, as the eighth 
Avatar invefted with an emanation of his divine 
radiance; and, in the principal Sanfcrit dic- 
tionary, compiled about two thoufend years ago^ 
Crishna, Va'sadf^va^Go'vinda^ andothfir 
names of the Shepherd God, are intermixed 
with epithets of Na raVan, or the Divine 
Spirit. All the Avatars are painted with gem* 
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med Ethiopian^ or Parthian^ coronets ; with rays 
encircling their heads ; jewels in their ears ; two 
necklaces, one ftraight, and one pendent on their 
faofoms with dropping gems ; garlands of well-* 
difpofed many-coloured flowers, or collars of 
pearls, hanging down below their waifts ; loofe 
mantles of golden tiflue or dyed (ilk, embroi-* 
dered on their hems with flowers, elegantly 
thrown ovef one fhoulder, and folded, like 
ribbands, acrofs the breafl ; with bracelets too 
on one arm, and on each wrift : they are naked 
to the waiils, and uniformly with dark azure 
flefh, in allufion, probably, to the tint of that 
primordial fluid, on which Na'ra'Van moved 
in the beginning of time ; but their £kirts are 
bright yellow, the colour of the curious peri- 
carpium in the centre of the water-lily, where 
Nature J as Dr. Murray obferves, infome de^ 
gree difclofe^ ber fecrets, each feed containing, 
before it germinates, a few perfect leaves : they 
are fometimcs drawn with that flower in one 
hand ; a radiated elliptical ring, ufed as a mifllle 
weapon, in a fecond j the facred fhell, or left- 
lianded buccinum, in a third ; and a mace or 
battle-ax, in a fourth; but Crishna, when 
he appears, as he fometimes does appear, among 
the Avatars^ is more fplendidly decorated than 
any, and wears a rich garland of fylvan flowers, 
whence he is named Vanama'li, as low as 
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his* ankles, which are adorned with firings of 
pearls. Dark blue, approaching to blaCi^ which 
is the meaning of the word Cri/hna, is believed 
to have been his complexion ; and hence the 
large bee of that colour is confecrated to him, 
and is often drawn fluttering over his head : 
that azure tint, which approaches to blacknefs, 
is peculiar, as we have already remarked, to 
Vishnu ; and hence, in the great refervoir or 
ciHern a;t Cdtmdndu the capital of Nepal, there 
is placed in a recumbent pofture a large well- 
proportioned image of Hue marble, reprefenting 
Na'ra'yan floating on the waters. But let us 
return to the a<aions of Crishna; who was 
not lefs heroick, than lovely, and, when a boy. 
Hew the terrible ferpent Cdliya with a number 
of giants and monfl:ers : at a more advanced 
kge, he put to death his cruel enemy Cans a ; 
and, having taken under his prote(9:ion the king 
YuDHiSHT*HiR and the other Pdndtls, who had 
been grievoufly oppreflTed by the Curtis, and their 
tyrannical chief, he kindled the war defcribed in 
the great Epick Poem, entitled the Mahdbbarat, 
at the profperous conclufion of which he return- 
ed to his heavenly feat in Faicont'ha^ having left 
the inftrudions comprifed in the Gita with his 
difconfolate friend Arjun, whofe grandfon be- 
came fovereign of India. 
' In this picture it is impofllble hot to difcover, 
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at the firft glance, the features of Apoli^Qi 
furnamed Nomios, oy the Pq/loraly in Greece^^ 
jip^ Opi?er in Italy; who fed the herds of 
Admetus,- ?ind flew the ferpcnt Python ; ^ 
Qod amorous, beautiful, and warlike : the wor4 
Qovinda niay \?t literally tyanflated Nomios^ a$ 
Cefava^ is Crinitus^ or witbjine hair ; but whe-r 
ther Gop^ldy ox the ber^fn^any has any relation 
to yipolla^ let our Etymologifts determiae. Co- 
Jonel Va^^laj^cey, whof? learned enquiries 
into the apcient literature of Ireland are highly 
intereftiqg, aflfures me, that Crijhm in Irijf;f 
meatus the Sun ; and we |iud Apqllo and 
Sol confidered by the Iloman poets as th? fam? 
deity: I am inclined, indeed, to believe, that 
not only Crisijna or Vishnu, but even BraHt 
MA and Siva, wh?n unitedj ^nd exprefled by 
the myftical word O'M, were defig^ed by th^ 
firft idolaters to reprefent the Solar fire; but 
Phoebus, pr the orb of the Sun pcrfonified, ^s 
?idored by the Indians ^s the God Su'rya, 
yrhence the fe£t) who pj^y him particular ador^ 
^tion, are galled Sauras : their poets and paint- 
ers dgfcribe his car ^s drawn by feven green 
horfeg', preceded by Arun, or tl^e Dawn^ who 
ads as his charioteer^ and followed by thoufandsi 
of Gen|i worfhipping him ar\d modulating his 
praifes. He has a multitude of names, anc^ 
s^paopg thpm twely§ epithets or titles, wjiich 
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denote his diftind powers in each of the twelve 
months : thofe powers are called Adityas,. or fons 
of Aditi by Casyapa, the Indian Uranus ; 
gnd one of them has, according to fome autho- 
rities, the name of Vishnu or Pervader. Su- 
EYA is believed to have defcended frequently 
from his car in a human fhape, and to huve left 
a race on earth, who are equally renowned in 
the Indian fiories with the Heliadai of Greece : 
it is very fmgular, that his two fons called As- 
wiNAU or AswiNi'cuMAKAU, in the dual, 
jSiould be <:oniidered as twin-brothers, and paint* 
ed like Castor: and Pollux, but they, have 
each the charader of ^^Esculapius among the 
Gods, and are believed to have been born of a 
inymph^ who, in the form of a mare, was ini- 
pregnated with fun-beams* Ifufped the whole 
fable of CasVapa and his progeny to be aftro- 
nomical ; and cannot but imagine, that the 
Greek name Cassiopeia has a relation to it. 
Another great Indian family are called the 
Children of the Moon^ or Chandra ; who is 
a male Deity, and confequently not to be com- 
pared with Artemis or Diana; nor have 
I yet found a parallel in India for the Goddeft 
Df the Chafe, who feems to have been the daugh- 
ter of an European fancy, and very, naturally 
created by the invention of Bucolick and Geor-- 
gick poets : yet, fmce the Moon is a form of 
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I'SWARA, the God of Nature, according to the 
verfe of Ca'lidasa, and fmce i'sa'ni has been 
ihown to be his confort or power^ we may con- 
fider her, in one of her charaders, as Luna; 
efpecially as we fhall foon be convinced that, in 
the fliades below, flie correfponds with the 
Heqa^tk oi Europe. 

The worfhip of Solar, or Veftal, Fire may be 
afcribed, like that of Osiris and I sis, to the 
fecond fource of mythology, or an enthufiaftick 
admirsttipn of Nature's wonderful powers ; and 
it feems, as far as I can yet underftand the Vedas, 
to be the principal worfhip recommended in 
them. We have feen, that Maha de Va him- 
felf is perfonated by Fire ; but, fubordinate to 
him, is the God Agni, often called Pa'vaca, 
or the Punfier^ who anfwers to the Vujlcan of 
Egypt, where he was a Deity of high rank ; 
aiid his wife Swa ha refembles the younger 
Vesta, or Vestia, as the Eolians pronounced 
the Greek word for a hearth: Bhava'>^i, or 
Ven'us, is the confort of the Supreme De- 
ftrudlive and Generative Power ; but the Greeks 
and Romans^ whofe fyftem is lefs regular than 
that .of the Indians, married her to their divine 
artiji^ whom they alfo named Hephaistos and 
Vulcan, and who feems to be the Indiofi 
ViswACARMAN, tl^e forger of arms for the 
Gods, and inventor of the agnyq/ira, or Jlery 
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J^oajty in the war between them and the Daityas 
or Titans. It is not eafy here to refrain from 
obferving (and, if the obfervation give offence 
in England, it is contrary to my intention) that 
the newly difcovered planet fhould unqueftion-* 
ably be named Vulcan j fmce the confufion 
of analogy in the names of the planets is in- 
elegant, unfcholarly, and unphilofophical : the 
name Uranus is appropriated to the firmament; 
but Vulcan^ the floweft of the Gods, and> 
according to tli€ Egyptian priefls^ the oldefl of 
them, agrees admirably with an orb, which 
muft perform its revolution in a very long pe- 
riod ; and| by giving it this denomination, we 
fhall hate feven primary planets with the 
names of as many Roman Deities, Mercury, 
Venus, Tellus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Vulcan* 

It ha-s already been intimated, that the Muses 
and Nymphs are the Go'pya of Matljura^ and 
of Goverdban, the ParnaJjTus of the Hindus ; and 
the lyrick poems of JayadeVa will fully 
juftify this opinion ; but the Nymphs of Miifick 
are the thirty Ra'gini's or Female Pa/fions, 
whofe various funftibns and properties are fo 
Jrichly delineated by the Indian painters and fo 
finely defcribed by the poets; but I will not 
anticipate what will require a feparate Eflay, by 
enlarging here on the beautiful allegories of the 
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Hindus in their fyftem of mufical modes, which 
they call Ra ga's, or Pajfions^ and fuppofed to 
be Genii or Demigods. A very diftinguifhed 
fon of Brahma', named Nared, whbfe ac- 
tions are the fubjed of a Furdna, bears a ftrong 
refemblance to Hermes or Mercury : he was 
a wife legiflator, great in arts and in arms, an 
eloquent meffenger of the Gods either to one 
another or to favoured mortals, and a mufician 
of exquifite fkill ; his invention of the Find, 
or Indian lute, is thus defcribed in the poem 
entitled Mdgba: " Na'red fat watching from 
*• time to time his Xdx^t Find, which, by the 
^* impulfe of the breeze, yielded notes, that 
** pierced fucceffively the regions of his ear, 
*^and proceeded by mufical intervals/* The 
law tradt, fuppofed to have been revealed by 
Na'red, is at this hour cited by the Pandits i 
and we cannot, therefore, believe him to have 
been the patron of Thieves ; though an inno- 
cent theft of'CRisHNA's cattle, by way of put- 
ting his divinity to a proof, be ftrangely imputed, 
in the Bhdgavat^ to his father Brahma'. 

The laft of the Greek or Italian divinities, 
for whom we find a parallel in the Pantheon of 
India^ is the Stygian or Taurick Diana, other- 
wife named Hecate, and often confounde'd 
with Proserpine ; and there can be no doubt ' 
of her identity with Ga'li', or the wife of Siva 
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in his charader of the Stygian Jove. To this 
black Goddefs with a collar of golden fkuUs, 
as we fee her exhibited in all her principal tem- 
ples, human facrifices were anciently offered, as 
the Fedas enjoined ; but, in the prefent age, they 
are abfolutely prohibited, as are alfo the facrifices 
of bulls and horfes : kids are ftill offered to her ; 
and, to palliate the cruelty of the (laughter, 
which gave fuch offence to Buddha, the Brdb^ 
mans inculcate a belief, that the poor vidlims rife 
in the heaven of Indra, where they become 
the muficians of his band. Inflead of the ob- 
folete, and now illegal, facrifices of a man, a bull, 
and a horfe, called Neramedha, Gomedha^ and 
/tswamedha, tlie powers of nature are thought 
to be propitiated by the lefs bloody ceremonies 
at the end of autumn, when the feftivals of 
Cali' and Lacshmi' are folemnized nearly at 
the fame time : now, if it be afked, how the 
Goddefs of Death came J:o be united with the 
mild patronefs of Abundance, I muft propofe 
another queftion, '^ How came Proserpine to 
'' be reprefented in the European fyftem as the 
*' daughter of Ceres ?" Perhaps, both queftions 
may be anfwered by the propofition of natural 
philofophers, that " the apparent deflrudion of 
" a fubftance is the produdion of it in. a dif-r 
*' ferent form." The wild mufick of Ca'li 's 
priefls at one of her feflivals brought inflantly 



Digitized by 



Google 



384 ON THE GODS OF GREECE, ' 

to my recolIe£tion this Scythian meafures of 
Diana's adorers in the fplendid opera of Iphi- 
GENiA in TauriSy which Gluck exhibited at 
Paris with lefs genius, indeed, than art, but with 
every advantage that an orcheftra could fupply, 
" That we may not difmifs this, aflemblage of 
Europea?i and Afiatick divinities with a fubjeft 
fo horrid as the altars of Hecate and Ca li', 
let us conclude with two remarks, which pro- 
perly, indeed, belong to the Indian Philofophy, 
with which we are not at prefent concerned. 
Firft ; Elyjium (not the place, but the blifs en- 
joyed there, in which fenfe Milton ufes the 
word) cannot but appear, as defcribed by the 
poets, a very tedious and infipid kind of enjoy-^ 
inent: it is, however, more exalted than the 
temporary Elyjium in the court of In dra, where 
the pleafures, as in Muhammed's paradife, are 
wholly fenfual ; but the MuSti^ or Elyjian hap- 
pinefs of the Veddnta School is far more fublime ; 
for they reprefent it as a total abforption, though 
not fuch as to deftroy confcioufnefs, in the di- 
vine eflence ; but, for the reafon before fug- 
gefted, I fay no more of this idea of beatitude, 
and forbear touching on the dodrine of tranC- 
migration and tKe fimilarity of the Veddnta io 
\h€ Sicilian, Italick, and old Academick Schools. 
Secondly; in the myftical and elevated cha- 
i^Qitx oi Pan, as a perfonification of the IJni^ 
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verfe^ according to the notion of lord Bacon, 
there arifes a fort of fimilitude between him and 
Crishna confidered as Na'ra'yan. The Gre^ 
dan god plays divinely on his reed, to exprefs, 
we are told, etherial harmony; he has his at- 
tendant Nymphs of the paftures and the dairy ; 
his face is as radiant as the iky, and his head il- 
lumined with the horns of a crefcent ; whilft 
his lower extremities are deformed and fliaggy^ 
as a fymbol of the vegetables, which the earth 
produces, and of the beafts, who roam over the 
fece of it : now we may compare this portrait, 
partly with the general charader of Crishna, 
the Shephejrd God, and partly with the defcrip- 
tion in the Bbdgavat of the divine fpirit ex- 
hibited in the form of this Univerfal World \ to 
which we may add the following ftory from the 
fame extraordinary poem. The Nymphs had 
complained to Yaso'd a', that the child Crishna 
had been drinking their curds and milk: on 
being reproved by his fofter-mother for this in- 
difcretipn, he requefted her to examine his mouth; 
in which, to her juft amazement, flie beheld the 
whole, univerfe in all its plenitude of mag- 
nificence. 

We muft not be furprized at finding, on a 
clofe examination, that the charaders of all the 
pagan deities, male and female, melt into each 
G^her, and at lafl into one or two ; for it feems 
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a Well-founded opinion, that the whole crowd 
of gods and goddefles in ancient Rome^ and mo- 
dern FdrdneSj mean only the powers of nature, 
and principally thofe of the Sun, exprefled in a 
variety of ways and by a multitude of fanciful 
names. 

Thus have I attempted to trace, imperfe6lly at 
prefent for want of ampler materials, but with a 
confidence continually increafing as 1 advanced, 
a parallel between the Gods adored in three very 
different nations, Gr£ece^ Italy ^ and India ; but, 
which was the original fyftem and which the 
copy, I will not prefume to decide ; nor are we; 
likely, I believe, to be foon furniflied with fuf- 
ficient grounds for a decifion : the fundamental 
rule, that natural ^ andmojl human, operations pro^ 
ceedfrom thejimple to the compound^ will afford 
no afliflance on this point ; fince neither the; 
AJiatick nor European fyflem has any fimplicitys 
in it ; and both are fo complex, not to fay ab- 
furd, however intermixed with the beautiful and 
the fublime, that the honour, fuch as it is, of the^ 
invention cannot be allotted to either with tole- 
rable certainty. 

Since Egypt appears to have been the grand 
fource of knowledge for the wejiern, and India 
for the more eajlern^ parts of the globe, it may- 
feem a material queftion, whether the Egyptians 
communicated their Mythology and Philofophy 
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to the Hindus^ or converfely ; but what the leara-f 
ed of Memphis wrote or faid concerning India^ 
no mortal knows : and what the learned pf Fi- 
rdnes have aflerted, if any thing, concerning, 
Egypt ^ can give us little farisfa<3:ion : fuch cir- 
cumftantial evidence on this queft;on as I have 
been able to colledl, Ihall nevierthelefs be ftated ; 
becaufe, unfatisfaftory as it is, there may be 
fomething in it not wholly unworthy of notice; 
though after all, whatever colonies may have 
come from the Nile to the Ganges^ we fhall, per- 
haps, agree at laft with Mr. Bryant, that 
Egyptians^ Indians y Greeks^ and ItaliaJis^ pro-, 
ceeded originally from one central place, and 
that the fame people carried their religion and 
fciences into China and Japan: may we not 
add, even to Mexico and Peru ? . 

Every one knows, that the true name of Egypt 
is Mis'r^ fpelled with a palatial fibilant both in 
Hebrew and Arabick: it feems in Hebrew to 
^ave been the proper name of the firft fettler in 
it ; and, when the Arabs ufe the word for a great 
city, they probably mean a city like the capital of 
Egypt. Father Marco, a Roman Miffionary, 
who, though not a fcholar of the firft rate, is in- 
capable, I am perfuaded, cff deliberate falfehood, 
lent me the laft book of. a Rdmdyan, which he 
had tranflated through the Hindi into his native 
language, and with it a jfhort vocabulary of My- 
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thologlcal and Hiftorical names, which had been 
explained to him by the Pandits of Betiya^ where 
he had long refided : one of the articles in his 
little dictionary was, " Tirut^ a town and pro- 
^ vince, in which the priefts from Egypt fet- 
" tied ;" and, when I alked him, what name 
Egypt bore among the Hindus^ he faid Misfr^ but 
obferved, that they fometimes confounded it 
with Ahyjfinia. I perceived, that his memory of 
what he had written was correct ; for Mis*r was 
another word in his index, ^* from which coun-? 
" try, he faid, came the Egyptian priefts, who 
•* fettled in Tirut.'^ I fufpeded immediately, 
that his intelligence flowed from the MufelmanSy 
who call fugar-candy iVf(/n or Egyptian; but, 
when I examined him clofely, and earneftly de- 
lired him to recolledl from whom he had re- 
ceived his information, he repeatedly and po- 
fitively declared, that " it had been given him 
** by (everal Hindus, and particularly by a Brdh^ 
" man, his intimate friend, who was reputed a 
" confiderablc Pandit, and had lived three years 
'^ near his houfe." We then conceived, that the 
feat of his Egyptian colony muft have been T/- 
rohit, commonly pronounced Tirut, and anciently 
called Mifhilay the principal town of' yanacar 
desa, or north Babar; but Ma he's a Pandit, 
who was born in that very diftridt, and who fub- 
mitted patiently to a long examination concernr 
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ing Misr, overfet all our conclufions : he denied, 
that the Brabmans of his country were generally 
furnamed MisR, as we had been informed y and 
faid, that the addition of MisR A to the name of 
Va'chespeti, and other learned authors, was a 
title formerly conferred on the writers oimisceU 
lanies^ or compilers of various trafts on religion 
or fcience, the word being derived from a root 
fignifying tp mix. Being alked, where the 
country of Misr was, " There are two, he an- 
'^ fwered, of that name ; one of them in the wejl 
^' under the dominion of Mufelmd?is, and an- 
** other, which all the Sajlras and Purdnas men- 
** tion, in a mountainous region to the 7iortb of 
** Ayodhyd ;" it is evident, that by the firft he 
meant Egypt^ but what he meant by the fecond, 
it is not eafy to. afcertain. A country, called 
Tinchut by our geographers, appears in the maps 
between the north -eaftern frontier of Audb and 
the mountains of Nepal ; but whether that was 
the Tirut mentioned to father Marco by his 
friend of Betiya, I cannot decide. This only I 
know with certainty, that Mifra is an epithet of 
two Brabmans in the drama of Sacontala', 
which was written near a century befbre the 
birth of Christ ; that fome of the greateft law- 
yers, and two of the fineft dramatick poets, of In- 
dia have the fame title ; that we hear it frequent- 
ly in court added to the names of Hindu parties; 
and that none of the FanditSy whom I have fince 
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confulted, pretend to know the true meaning of 
the word, as a proper name, or to give any other 
explanation of it than that it is a fumame of 
Brahmans in the weji. On the account given to 
Colonel Kyd by the old Rc^a of Crijbnanagar^ 
" concerning traditions among the Hindus^ that 
^' fome Egyptians had fettled in this country," I 
cannot rely ; becaufe I am credibly informed by 
fome of the Rdjd^s own family, that he was not 
a man of folid learning, though he pofTefled cu- 
rious^ books, and had been attentive to the con- 
verfation of learned men : befides, I know that 
his fon and mod of his kinfmen have been dab- 
blers in Perjian literature, and believe them very 
likely, by confounding one fource of information 
with another, to puzzle themfelves, and miflead 
thofe with whom they converfe. The word 
Mis'r^ fpelled alfo in Sanfcrit with a palatial fibi- 
lant, is very remarkable j and, as far as Etymo- 
logy can help us, we may fafely derive Nilus 
from the Sanfcrit word nila^ or blue ; fmce Dio- 
NYSius exprefsly calls the waters of that river 
" an azure ftream;" and, if we can depend on 
Marco's Italian verfion of the Rdmdyan^ the 
name of A^/^j: is given to a lofty and facred moun- 
tain with a fummit of pure gold, from which 
flowed a river of clear ^ fzveet^ and frefh zvater. 
M. SpNNERAT refers to a: diflertation by Mr* 
ScHMiT, which gained a prize at the Academy 
of Infcriptions, " On an Egyptian Colony efta- 
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** blifhed In India :'' it would be worth while to 
examine his authorities, and either to overturn 
or verify them by fuch higher authorities, as are 
now acceffible in thefe provinces. I ftrongly in-* 
cline to think him right, and to believe that 
Egyptian priefts ha:ve ad:ually come from the 
Nile to the Ganga and Tamtmd^ which the Brath- 
mans moft afluredly would never have left : they 
might, indeed, have come either to be inftrudled 
jor to inftrud: ; but it feems more probable, that 
they vifited the Sunnans of India, as the fages of 
Greece vifited them, rather to acquire than to 
impart knowledge ; nor is it likely, that the felC- 
fufEcient Brdhmans would have received them 
as their preceptors. 

Be all this as it may, I am perfuaded, that a 
connexion fubfifted between the old idolatrous 
nations of Egypt, India^ Greece, and Italy ^ long 
before they migrated to their feveral fettlemcnts, 
and confequently before the birth of Moses ; 
but the proof of this propofition will in no de- 
gree affed the truth and fandity of the Mofaick 
Hiftory, which, if confirmation were neceflary, 
it would rather tend to confirm. The Divine 
Legate, educated by the daughter of a king, 
and in all refped:s highly accomplifhed, could 
not but know the mythological fyftem of Egypt ; 
but he muft have condemned the fuperftitions 
of that people, and defpifed the fpeculative 
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abfurdities of their priefts ; though fome of theJf 
traditions concerning the creation and the flood 
were grounded on truth. Who was better ac-* 
quainted with the mythology of Athens than 
Socrates ? Who more accurately verfed in the 
Eabbinical do6lrines than Paul ? Who pof- 
feflfed clearer ideas of all ancient aftronomical 
lyftems than Newton, or of fcholaflick me- 
taphyficks than Locke? In whom could the 
Romijb Church have had a more formidable 
opponent than in Chillingworth, whole 
deep knowledge of its tenets rendered him fo 
competent to difpute them ? In a word, who 
more exadly knew the abominable rites and 
fhocking idolatry of Canaan xhzxi Moses him-r 
felf ? Yet the learning of thofe great men only 
incited th^m to feek other fources of truth, 
piety, and virtue, than thofe in which they had 
long been immerfed. There is no fhadow 
then of a foundation for an opinion, that Mos es 
borrowed the firft nine or ten chapters of G^- 
nefis from the literature of Egypt : ftill lefs can 
the adamantine pillars of our Cbrijiian faith be 
moved by the refult of any debates on the com- 
parative antiquity of the Hindus and Egyptians^ 
or of any inquiries into the Indian Theology. 
Very refpedable natives have aflured me, that 
one or two miffionaries have been abfurd enoi^h, 
iu their zeal for the converfion of the Gentiles^ 
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to urge, " that the Hindus were even now al*» 
" moft Cbrijlians^ becaufe their BrahmaVVish- 
" NU, and Ma he's A, were no other than the 
*^ Cbrijiian Trinity ;'* a fentence, in which we 
can only doubt, whether foUy^ ignorance, or 
impiety predominates. The three poxi^erSy Crea- 
tive^ Prefervative^ and DeJlruBive^ which the 
Hindus exprefs by the triliteral word OVw, were 
grofsly afcribed by the firft idolaters to the beat^ 
light, 2ind flame of their miftaken divinity, the 
Sun ; and their wifer fucceflbrs in the Eaft, who 
perceived that the Sun was only a created thing, 
applied thofe powers to its creator; but the 
Indian Triad, and that of P1.AT0, which he 
calls the Supreme Good, the Reafon, and the 
Soul, are infinitely removed from the holinefs 
and fublimity of the dodrine, which pious 
Cbriflians have deduced from texts in the Got- 
pel, though other Cbn/iians, as pious, openly 
profefs their diffent from them. Each fed mufl 
bejuftified by its own faith and good intentions: 
this only I mean to inculcate, that the tenet of 
our church cannot without profanenefs be com* 
pared with that of the Hmdus^ which hs^S otily 
an apparent refemblance to it, but a very di^ 
ferent meaning. One fmgular fad, however^ 
mufl: not be fufFered to pafs unnoticed. Tha^t 
•the name of Crishna, and the general outGnQ 
of his ftory, were long anterior to the birtb of 
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cur Saviour, and probably to the time of Homes, 
we know very certainly; yet the celebrated 
poem, entitled Bbagavat, which contains a 
prolix account of his life, is filled with narratives 
of a moft extraordinary kind, but ftrangely va-* 
negated and intermixed with poetical decora- 
tions : the incarnate deity of the Sanfcrit ro- 
mance was cradled, as it informs us, among 
Herdfrnen, but it adds, that he was educated 
among them, and pafled his youth in playing 
with a party of milkmaids ; a tyrant, at th^ 
' time of his birth, ordered all new-born males to 
be flain, yet this wonderful babe Was preferved 
by biting the breaft, inftead of fucking the 
poifoned nipple, of a nurfe commiffioned to kill 
him; he performed amazing, but ridiculous, 
miracles in his infancy, and, at the age of feven 
years, held up a mountain on the tip of his 
little finger : he faved multitudes partly by his 
arms and partly by his miraculous powers ; he 
-raifed the dead by defcending for that purpofe 
to the loweft regions ; he was the meekeft and 
•beft-tempered of beings, waftied the feet df the 
Brabmans, and preached very nobly, indeed, 
and fublimely, but always in their favour ; he 
was pure and chafte in reality, but exhibited 
an appearance of exceffive libertinifm, and had 
wives or miftreffes too numerous to be courited j 
laftly, he was benevolent and tender, yet fo- 
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ixiented and condudked a terrible war This 
motley ftory mufl: induce an opinion that the 
Ipurious Gofpels, which abounded in the firft 
age of Cbrijtianity, had been brought to Tndia^ 
and the wildeft parts of them repeated to. the 
Hindus^ who ingrafted them on th« old fable of 
Ce^s AVA, the Apollo of Greece. 

As to the general extenfion of our pure faith 
in Hindti/idn, there are at prefent many fad 
obftacles to it. The Mufelmdns are already a 
fort of heterodox Cbrijtians : they are Cbrijiians, 
if Locke reafons juftly, becaufe they firmly 
believe the immaculate conception, divine char 
rafter, and miracles of the Messiah; but they 
are heterodox, in denying vehemently his cha- 
racter of Son, and his equality, as God, with the 
Father, of whofe unity and attributes they en- 
tertain and exprefs the moft awful ideas ; while 
they confider our do6trine as perfedt blafphemy, 
and infifl, that our copies of the Scriptures have 
been corrupted both by Jews and Cbrijtians. 
It will be inexprefllbly difficult to undeceive 
them, and fcarce poffible to diminilh their ve- 
neration for Mohammed and Ali, who were 
l)0th very extr2^ordina^y men, and the fecond, a 
man of unexceptionable morals: the Koran 
ihines, indeed, with a borrowed light, fmce 
»ofk of its beaifties are taken from our Sciip- 
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turcs; but it has great beauties, and the Mufelmdns 
will not be convinced that they were borrowed. 
The Hindus on the other hand would readily 
admit the truth of the Gofpel ; but they con- 
tend, that it is perfeftly confiftent with their 
Sdjlras : the deity, they fay, has appeared in- 
numerable times, in many parts of this world 
and of all worlds, for the falvation of his crea- 
tures ; and though we adore him in one ap- 
pearance, and they in others, yet we adore, they 
fay, the fame God, to whom our feveral \vor- 
fliips, though different in form, are equally ac- 
ceptable, if they be fincere in fubftance. We 
may a flu re ourfelves, that neither Mufelmdns 
nor Hindus W\\\ ever be converted by any 
miflion from the Church of Rome, or from any 
other church ; and the only human mode, per- 
haps, of caufing fo great a revolution will be to 
tranflate into Sanfcrit and Veijian fuch chapters 
of the Prophets, particularly of Isaiah, as are 
indifputably Evangelical, together with one of 
the Gofpels, and a plain prefatory difcourfe con- 
taining full evidence of the very diftant ages, in 
which theprediftions themfelves, and the hiftory 
of the divine perfon predi£ted, were feverally 
madepublick; and then quietly, to difperfe the 
work amo^g the well-e<iucated natives; with 
whom if in due time it failed of producipj 
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very falutary fruit by its natural influence, wc 
could only lament more than ever the ftrength 
of prejudice, and the weaknefs of unaififted 
reafon. 
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